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CONDO COLLAPSE INJURES FIVE THE AVALANCHE TIMES
The ramifications of an historic winter
By Pike 

Mono City residents' resiliency through isolation

Rebecca Bragdon, at left at a fundraiser dinner in Bishop on 
Wednesday, is donating her kidney to her husband of 26 years. 
Chances were 1 in 100,000 that they would be a match. 

THE RED LINE RISES

By Pike 

Emergency vehicles. L.A. 
County, Riverside, Pasa-
dena, San Diego County, 

Santa Fe Springs, Urban Search 
and Rescue. Mammoth and 
Bishop. Parked on Forest Trail 
from the Village to Hillside. A 
Caltrans officer at the intersec-
tion of Forest Trail and Mina-
ret, blocking the road. 

Can I go up? 
“This isn’t my scene,” the 

officer tells me. “You’ll have to 
find MLPD and ask them.” 

So I walk. Past the fire trucks 
and other, stubbier red ve-
hicles that blink bright lights 
and write that they’re from 
somewhere else. Toward the 
top of Hillside. The Val D’isere 
Condos. The unit above unit 
8, had collapsed around 9:23 
a.m. Wednesday morning, after 
an explosion which could be 
heard in Old Mammoth.

Past a man with a camera 

PHOTO: LAURIE ROMANAK

and a telescopic lens, like he’s 
baseline at a Lakers game and 
not a disaster. 

Past patches of first respond-
ers – sheriff’s, firefighters, and 
cops from out of town, who’ve 
been roped up to Mammoth by 
our declaration of emergency 
because the snow keeps falling. 
Hard. 

At the scene, there are splin-
ters. Of roofs and walls and 
wood beams and glass win-
dows. Tufts of insulation and 
bits of sticks and pine needles 
scattered on the ground. Every-
thing the condo coughed up 
when it collapsed, and more. 

The first responders cradle a 
victim swaddled in green flan-
nel – rescued last. They place 
the victim on a gurney. The 
victim’s head is free and looks 
around the crowd of uniformed 
people. Dazed in shock with a 
dirt-caked face, or dried blood, 

There were seven ava-
lanches, Dave Swisher 
told me. He’s the Chair-

man of the Fire Commission in 
Mono City.

Seven avalanches the last 
weekend of February. The 
slides toppled 20 power poles. 
The effects are still being felt. 

“We lost our power on 
February 28,” said Mono City 
Resident Elysia Fischbach. For 
five days. “That was kind of the 
critical crisis point because not 
a lot of people had enough fuel 
for their generators, or people 
didn’t even have generators to 
be able to heat their homes.” 

“When it all first popped off,” 
said Cory Duro, Mono City Fire 
Chief, “we woke up to, like, 
nine foot drifts in the surface 
streets of Mono City.” Nobody see MONO CITY, page 9

could drive, so the fire depart-
ment went door to door by foot 
to check on residents. 

As the fact of isolation settled 
in, daily community meetings 
were arranged at the firehouse 
“to keep the community’s 
composure … and anxiety level 
down,” said Duro. It brought 
everyone together. 

“We’ve had residents [at the 
meetings] that live up at the top 
of Mono City … that I’ve never 
really met up until this point, 
and they’ve been there for 
years.” In addition to fostering a 
sense of camaraderie, residents 
would exchange resources 
like firewood and food at the 
meetings. A group chat was 
also created so that community 
updates could be shared 

Merlo, the Wyngards, and a complex worker dig out a second worker that's trapped. 

MAMMOTHHOLISTICS.COM
760-633-7570

101 Old Mammoth Road
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

C10-0000617-LIC

Great Deals!  
Great Flower, Vapes, Edibles, CBD & More!

EVERY DAY: $14 EIGHTHS | $350 PRE-ROLLS

and hair full of dust, which 
seems to hold like hairspray. 
Looking, still. 

Some responders wheel 
the gurney down the hill. The 
other responders don’t think 
anybody else is in there, and 
they’re right. But they keep 
looking, just in case. A man 
with a shirt that reads “SHER-
IFF” – Fred, who works for 
the Emergency Operations 
Bureau – calls for his team. 
The adrenaline, the rescue, the 
relief seems to shake his voice. 
His team comes, they huddle, 
he says something to them – 
probably “good work,” probably 
“I’m proud,” probably “we did 
it.” He offers us – me and the 
few civilians standing near the 
scene – some donuts. Please. 
Have some. Like the weight of 
what he might’ve seen within Amidst emergencies and disasters, the wet snow falls. The forecast 

calls for another storm to swing through Mammoth starting next 
Tuesday. 

PHOTO: GAYLA WOLF
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We’ve reached that inflection point where it’s turned nasty. Where we’ve 
tapped out, but Mother Nature continues to tighten the chokehold and there is 
no referee.

There are a number of relatively mundane stories I’ve held for weeks because 
the current weather emergency makes them feel irrelevant. I have one waiting 
on shoplifting (It’s getting worse). Another one on a quixotic Caltrans project 
for Highway 395 in Bishop for that stretch from Barlow to See Vee (Imagine a 
94’ wide wall of pavement so sidewalks and a bike lane and street parking can 
be added - along a major highway which already has four traffic lanes and a 
turn lane). 

*94’, btw, is the length of a basketball court. 
Feels unnecessary (A wish list, ADA compliant, feel good boondoggle) now 

that there are so many other roads and highways that will demand our atten-
tion after this winter is over. In addition to the scores of splintered homes that 
will need to be rebuilt and repaired. 

But you know how this goes. Government has a hard time pivoting when it 
comes to separating the ‘wants’ bucket from the ‘needs’ bucket. A hard time 

readjusting the queue. 
For example, consider the planned Reds Meadow Road project. This win-

ter has proven that it is unrealistic to believe the Town of Mammoth Lakes is 
capable of maintaining that road after it is completed. 

ONE TABLESPOON AT A TIME

MAMMOTH LAKES PUBLIC HEALTH
Mono County Civic Center 
1290 Tavern Road
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 
(760) 924-1830

BRIDGEPORT PUBLIC HEALTH
37 Emigrant Street 
Bridgeport, CA 93517 
(760) 932-5580

The COVID-19 Portal will transition to the
COVID-19 subpage of the Mono County Public
Health website.  Residents and visitors are
encouraged to use this webpage for all COVID-
19 information going forward, including testing
sites and reporting positive COVID-19 tests. 

Actions Follow the State Emergency Declaration Ending February 28

Beginning April 2023, Mono County Public Health will
transition from COVID-19 testing and vaccination
community clinics to appointment-based services for
eligible residents and visitors in Bridgeport and
Mammoth Lakes.

Mono County will Transition
from COVID-19 testing and
vaccination clinics to
appointment-based services

But can egos be set aside to unravel this fait d’accompli? Doubtful. 
I have the luxury of shelving stories - while I surf online for information on 

snow weight calculators. And whitewater rafts. In preparation for when all the 
snow starts melting and heading for the exits. 

*Meanwhile, I see them driving down the grade and dumping loads of snow at 
the highway exit at Rovana. Classic. Two hour roundtrips to dump a few loads 
of snow. It’s like trying to empty the ocean one tablespoon at a time. Who comes 
up with this shit? 

Others don’t have the luxury to shelve. They’ve got to forge ahead - no mat-
ter the optics. Take Mammoth Lakes Tourism for example. I saw a small aside 
tucked into a Chamber of Commerce email this week which stated that Mam-
moth businesses need to get their TBID petitions in by March 28. 

So I asked MLT Executive Director John Urdi what this means. 
He said the petitions represent votes for the proposed ten-year TBID renew-

al, and he needs the petitions in by March 28 to get on the April 5 Town Coun-
cil agenda. “We can’t bring it to the Town without 51%,” he said. 

The Ski Area’s vote is worth 40%. 
Seven other businesses in town have voting shares greater than 1%. 
One’s vote is based upon the percentage of tax they pay. 
Urdi said there is no intention to raise TBID rates during the next term. 
As an aside, he said MLT did pull its marketing before the last storm - but will 

start back up soon to promote the endless spring skiing. 
Flight service to Denver ends this weekend. 
Advanced Air service is set to end April 17, though Urdi said he might con-

tract with Advanced to provide some weekend service through the extended 
spring ski season. Urdi said the cost of Advanced service has increased 66% 
since last summer. 

This would appear to exceed the rate of inflation. 
Maybe instead of subsidizing flights we should make a brief pivot towards 

subsidizing snow removal.  *See above as to why this will never happen. 

I did follow up with NIH CEO “Chad” Chadwick to see if I had accurately 
reported on Northern Inyo Hospital’s $3.5 million loss incurred in the month 
of January. 

Answer: Yes. 
Mr. Chadwick said the hospital’s losses ebb and flow, but in general, they 

are losses, and while NIH has financial reserves, “We can’t [continue to] draw 
them down at a ridiculously high rate.” 

In regard to the non-renewal of Chief Anesthesiologist Kevin Efros’s contract, 
Chadwick said there are other clinicians who can provide these services at a 
lower cost. But these people are not physicians. So there’s the rub. 

What The Sheet discovered, is who these other people are. They’re called 
Nurse Anesthetists. And NIH actively advertised for one a few weeks back. 
Before informing Dr. Efros of his non-renewal. 



Win Raffle Prizes during the expo!

Tuesday
March 28

5-7pm 
MHS Gym

Discover a new summer 
adventure at the FREE Summer 
Recreation Expo. This is your 
one-stop-shop for everything 
recreation in our community: camps, 
programs, leagues, trails, special 
events, and activities for all ages! 

All Recreation  •  All The Time!               760.965.3690  •  MammothParksandRec.com

P
H

O
TO

: C
yc

lis
ts

 -
 J

os
h 

W
ra

y 
/ 

M
am

m
ot

h 
La

ke
s 

To
ur

is
m

This material was not prepared by the Mammoth Unified School District. Any programs and/or events described herein are not necessarily endorsed and will not be supervised by the Mammoth Unified School District.

Meet recreation providers offering fun for ages 1-100

Prizes will be drawn throughout the evening. One complimentary ticket at entry; 
additional tickets available for sale: 1 for $5 or 5 for $20. All proceeds go to the Tony 
Colasardo Scholarship Fund. Grand Prize: One FREE Summer Camp of your choice!

SUMMER RECREATION

NEW Activity & Camp Registration platform!
ARE YOU IN?Easy sign up: Register.MammothParksAndRec.com
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LETTERS
Thank you, Sheriff 

Dear Editor,

I appreciated Sheriff Braun’s apol-
ogy at last week’s Board of Supervisors 
meeting for the snarky social media 
post and I have noticed that subsequent 
posts have been more measured in their 
tone—thank you, Sheriff.

The Sheriff’s Office was incredibly 
helpful during the emergency situa-
tion in early March, from helping to get 
a National Guard helicopter to deliver 
emergency supplies to Mono City, to 
organizing convoys over Conway Sum-
mit so we could make it to points north 
to get groceries and fuel, to checking on 
our remote neighbors out Highway 167, 
and more. In particular, Deputy Alex 
Flores was a constant source of cheerful 
help and good humor—we’re lucky to 
have him as a neighbor and a member 
of the Sheriff’s Office.

Elin Ljung
Mono City

Let’s hear it for irony!

Dear Jack, 

I haven’t visited The Sheet for a few 
weeks. In the interim I see it has be-
come two papers in one.

 The lead editorial excoriates an indi-
vidual in Bishop for allegedly flouting 
building codes. I don’t know the details 

so I won’t opine on them, but what 
struck me was the tone of deference to 
the diktats of government and its codes, 
so we don’t become “like Turkey or 
even Florida.” Full disclosure: I’ve been 
spending the winter on the Florida Gulf 
beach listening to Jimmy Buffet and 
doing my best to out-drink his lyrics, 
feeling quite safe. Indeed, much safer 
than I would in L.A. or San Francisco, 
whose Building Commission President 
just pled guilty to fraud. I assume your 
jibe was in reference to the condo col-
lapse in Miami a year or two ago. That 
collapse was not caused by a lack of 
building codes but by a builder forty 
years ago criminally ignoring them and 
erecting a structure with only half of the 
required rebar. The kind of fraud that 
the California government official just 
went to jail for enabling. Just fyi.

 Anyway, with your encomium to 
government rules firmly in mind, I went 
on to read about Crocetti’s cri de coeur 
about her difficulties in Mammoth, 
which prominently blamed government 
for her plight. True, she blamed non-
government entities as well, but gov-
ernment’s failures played a major role. 
Then I glanced at the article concerning 
the snark of the Sheriff in criticizing 
stranded Mono City residents using 
the only mode of transport they had to 
survive, offering, as an apology, the kind 
of non-apology of the sort that public 
officials routinely issue these days, 
ending with an insistence that despite 
the blunder she was right after all in her 

intent. I won’t argue with that. She car-
ries a gun.

 I do not say that government is 
always wrong or bad. No more than I’d 
say that government  should be de-
ferred to without skepticism or hesita-
tion, particularly when it is leaning on 
an individual and holding him up for 
ridicule in a one-sided court filing. I as-
sume the County possibly may be right. 
The Sheet, in exclusively relying on the 
government side of the story, seems to 
assume that government must be right. 
And in the same issue containing multi-
ple stories of government malfeasance. 
I think this is called “irony”, but I always 
had trouble with that in freshman Eng-
lish so maybe I’ve gotten it wrong.

 
John Rogitz

Redington Shores, Fla.

Frosted Flakes? They’rrrree ... 

Dear Editor, 

In your February 25th edition, John 
Morris, Snowcreek Resort G.M., com-
plained about the lack of “Snowflakes” 
on Main Street. I couldn’t disagree 
more.

Main Street as well as most streets 
have an overabundance of “Snow-
flakes.” They arrive in their Teslas, Audis 
and Beemers with high performance 
tires, no chains, brains or class, drifting 
around town out of control. Spinning 
incoherently, they find themselves in a 

wonderland of a snow globe
March came in like a lion on Wednes-

day the 1st and I found my way on an 
emergency call to the top of John Muir 
Rd. There are two ways to the top, Da-
vison and Bridges Lane off Lake Mary 
Road. Choosing Bridges Lane, I find my-
self 100 yards uphill from Davison with 
the road blocked. Two “Flakes” sand-
wiching in a Mammoth disposal truck 
trying to get downhill with only one lane 
available. Beyond the truck three more 
are trying to follow downhill.

I back down Lake Mary Rd to Davison 
and attempt the hard run up the hill 
only to find 4 more snowballed at John 
Muir. I stop and speak to some locals 
who have been watching the entertain-
ment. 

Hmm, makes me contemplate what 
one less snowflake in a blizzard looks 
like. Also makes me contemplate how 
much is too much.

In the February 18 edition, Jean Har-
ris wrote about the legalities or illegali-
ties of MLT. How marketing robs money 
from the local economy and sends it far 
and wide.

I was never in favor of the TBID tax 
as it puts an unjust burden on just a 
few businesses. I have been a business 
owner for 22 years in Mammoth and I 
don’t pay TBID because I do not have a 
physical storefront. I do, however, reap 
the benefits of tourism the same as most 
of us here in Mono County. This tax is 
unjust and needs to be stopped.

www.mammothbreakfastclub.com

Now Accepting Credit Cards

Indoor / Outdoor Seating / Dog Friendly Patio
Real Vodka Homemade Bloody Mary’s,

Cocktails, Mimosa’s & Beer

Homemade Pastries, Muffins, Crossaints, Biscuits
Mexican Breakfast Specialties, Omelettes, & More

We specialize in business insurance, 
FairPlan policies, Covered California, 
Senior Insurance products including 

manufactured homes, Medicare 
supplements and we are your authorized 
AARP insurance representatives for the 

Hartford auto insurance program. 
Combined 40 years experience insuring 

communities of the Eastern Sierra. 
Customers only talk to licensed brokers 

at Mammoth Insurance, mobile 
appointments are available .. 

ERIC OLSON 
UC # 0783148 

ALICIA OLSON 
UC # 0i19200 

CALL 760-934-2200 

                     Got Fire Insurance?



Register Today | LimelightResidencesMammoth.com | 760.259.2779 

Limelight Residences Mammoth is a basecamp for those who seek a 

life beyond ordinary in an authentic mountain community. Owners of 

these contemporary residences within the highly anticipated Limelight 

Hotel Mammoth will enjoy full access to hotel amenities and services, 

as well as the Mammoth Mountain Club. Let the journey begin.

A Limited Collection

15 P R I VAT E  R E S I D E N C E S 
O N LY  S T E P S  F R O M  
T H E  V I L L A G E  AT 
M A M M O T H

Sales Gallery  
Now Open
The Village at Mammoth 

P R I C E S  S T A R T  F R O M  
T H E  L O W  $ 2  M I L L I O N S

A  N E W  L I V I N G  E X P E R I E N C E 
I S  C O M I N G  TO  T H E 
M O U N TA I N  YO U  LO V E

This is not an offer to sell, nor a solicitation of an offer to buy, to residents of any state or province in which restrictions and other legal requirements have not been fulfilled. VOID WHERE PROHIBITED BY LAW. The information provided herein is solely for informational purposes and is subject to change without notice. No representation, warranty or guarantee is made as to any information 
contained herein.  All renderings, features, services, amenities, descriptions, and other information are subject to change at any time without notice. WARNING: THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF REAL ESTATE HAS NOT INSPECTED, EXAMINED, OR QUALIFIED THIS OFFERING. © 2022, Aspen Skiing Company and Limelight. Limelight name and marks are the trademarks of Aspen 
Skiing Company LLC. Designated copyrighted materials, trademarks, photos, artwork and logos are the property of the respective owners and used pursuant to express agreement. The listing broker is PowerPlay Destination Properties California Inc., W2-20 6201 Minaret Road, The Village at Mammoth, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546, license number RB 02098897 DRE # 01920349
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LETTERS
continued from page 4

SUPERIOR COURT 
OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF MONO 

Job Announcement 

The Superior Court of 
California for Mono County 

invi tes appl icat ions for 
the posit ion of 

Deputy Court Clerk  
in the Mammoth Lakes 

Courthouse. 

Hourly Salary Range:

$18.44 - $29.38 DOE with 
excellent benefits

Application and job description 
available at:

https://mono.courts.ca.gov           
or call the court at (760) 923-2321,  

email: hr@mono.courts.ca.gov 

Closing Date: Open Until Filled 

The Superior Court of California, 
Mono County, is an equal 

opportunity employer. 

Get the best deal on a Tamarack 
Season Pass and start exploring 19 
miles (30km) of scenic wilderness 
today and all of next winter. Dial in 
the lowest prices before they go up 
April 21. 23/24 Ikon Pass holders 
call 800.MAMMOTH for your limited 
chance to get exclusive savings. 

23/24 TAMARACK XC 
PASSES ON SALE NOW

March 4th edition and “Tales from 
Town Council” starts off with a debacle 
about the Reds Meadow Road. Trust me 
I drove for ESTA and that road sucks. It’s 
going to cost more than $25 million and 
Cleland is absolutely correct about its 
importance. The maintenance after-
wards is another problem that will only 
magnify in cost and problems.

Next in that article Dan Holler jumped 
on the soap box and was complain-
ing that the Town was on the edge of 
exhausting its resources. Talk of the 
National Guard coming on board was 
a possibility but quickly dismissed as 
they surely couldn’t handle Mammoth’s 
gargantuan problems. Besides they don’t 
do private service calls.

Continuing, it’s all about “sandbag-
ging.” Yes, we may get rain on snow and 
it may cause flooding. Time to clean the 
storm drains and assure there is enough 
sand to cover the potential mess. Smells 
like a cat box to me. Rock, sand, scissors. 
Who is going to take the hit on this?

Next, we have policy for breakfast and 
the problem with traffic is caused by the 
tourist according to Wentworth. Hmm.  
Let’s address that later.

And finally we’re back to Urdi and 
MLT. “ We can either stop inviting people 
to come here or we can figure out how to 
balance people coming here”

What a proper statement and what 
might be a solution.

I would suggest Mammoth Lakes 
declare itself a private gated community. 
Yes, the Cote d’Caza of the Eastern Si-
erra. Actually, Leisure World is where we 
are heading as the millenials can’t afford 

to live here.
Next, Mammoth Lakes buys 203 from 

the State of California for a buck. We can 
do this easily as it is in the “STATE HIGH-
WAY LAW” Act of Jun. 1, 1945, P.L. 1242, 
No. 428 Cl. 36. This allows Mammoth to 
control the ebb and flow of traffic into 
and out of Town via our “Gated” com-
munity. We also “charge” our “guests” 
who are putting the burden on our town, 
citizens, resources, Forest Service and 
Mammoth Mountain a small stipend.

Consider this. Funds will be gener-
ated on behalf of our citizens who bear 
the brunt of things like the TBID tax that 
every local pays. This tax has been unfair 
to locals since its inception. Higher trash 
fees, water rates, fire and police enforce-
ment, road maintenance and snow 
removal. Our 8,000 citizens do not create 
the demand that our guests do, and we 
bear the brunt of it, including the phyco-
logical burden.

Good paying Town, County, Forest 
Service and local jobs will be created 
that can offer benefits and security. Busi-
nesses in town will no longer be paying a 
department to support tourism that will 
come regardless. They have been coming 
here for a hundred years. If you don’t 
believe me go over to June Lake and walk 
into the Heidelberg

What is so negative with providing 
increased paychecks and benefits for 
our Fire department, Police force, Town, 
County and Forest Service crews? What 
about our schools and the college? The 
list can continue and it’s almost endless. 
We could even get our infamous Bear 
Whisperer Steve Searles back.

This isn’t panhandling by any means 
of the term.

Mammoth Lakes Tourism dollars nor 
our taxes provide for the Town’s needs.
It is spelled out week after week when 
our agencies cry for more than we have. 
They stumble because they do not have 
the resources to get projects planned 
and built with vision and purpose. God 
knows there are volumes of studies on 
the shelves that we have paid dearly for. 
We don’t need to study this nor pay a 
consultant to rip us off. JUST DO IT!

Our “guests” are not going to stop 
coming up here because we have made 
this bold move. Yes, they are going to 
make snide remarks and complain, let 
them. Better yet, let them stay home.

We live here but our “guests” put a 
huge demand on our resources. Are we 
getting what we deserve? Are we paying 
the monetary and psychological price to 
have them disrespect our citizens, com-
munity and surroundings? We live here 
for a reason, and it is not to be treated 
second rate and see our resources de-
molished.

Do any of you deserve to live in a com-
munity that has pride, fair housing and 
good paying jobs with benefits?

Why do we struggle with snow removal 
on Main Street?

Why don’t we have enough equipment 
to blade ALL of our streets followed by a 
blower with trucks to pick up the blown 
snow and haul it to a designated place 
for storage?

Why do we have 60’ piles of snow in 
front of our houses that block vision and 
create mayhem for our roofs. If the snow 

wasn’t in my yard, my roof would have a 
place to shed.

Answer. Money that we don’t get from 
the tourists.

For another day
What is a Natatorium and why don’t 

we have one?
What would a high altitude training 

center look like if it had 3 pools and a 
few spas. What do you think the experi-
ence would be looking up at Mammoth 
Mountain and the Sierra span from 
Hot Creek out of a fully glass windowed 
natatorium.

What if it sat on the Cerro Cosso cam-
pus.

Who would want to go to school here 
and train at a world class facility?

Answer. All of those potential Olympic 
athletes who are turned down because 
they can’t train in Colorado. Swimming 
is just one of many sports that we can 
promote as well as giving our citizens a 
stellar place to enjoy and brag about.

Why do we want air service to Mam-
moth when a train would be so much 
more enriching. The right of way is 
running through the Owens Valley. It’s 
a matter of laying track down where it 
once was. Amtrak has plans for high 
speed rail into Palmdale on the board 
ready to go. It can go slow from Palmdale 
to here and be a great ride. Connect it to 
Reno and Las Vegas and you would be 
stylin.

Stan Zielinski
Mammoth Lakes 
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COLLAPSE
continued from page 1
the building will disappear if we take 
one. 

Here are the official facts of the inci-
dent, released by the Town of Mammoth 
Lakes and its police department. 

There was an explosion in the 200 block 
of Hillside Drive (Val D’isere Condomini-
ums).The cause of the collapse – propane 
tank exploded, gas leak into the condo 
caused the unit to explode, the condo’s 
snow load collapsed the roof onto the 
propane tank which then exploded, a 
fourth option – is still under investigation. 
Regardless, the building collapsed. 

Five victims. Two complex workers, one 
buried under debris and snow, one free. 
Both were taken to Mammoth Hospital. 
Two other victims, a wife and son, were 
trapped in the residence. The son was 
rescued from the bedroom area and taken 
to Mammoth Hospital. The wife was 
found in the kitchen and transported to 
Sierra Lifeflight at the Mammoth Yosemite 
Airport. Another male victim was trans-
ported to Mammoth Hospital. Of the four 
males, two sustained moderate injuries, 
and two sustained minor injuries. 

An official list of the responding agen-
cies: Mammoth Lakes Fire Protection 
District, Mono County EMS, Bishop 
Fire Department, Santa Fe Springs Fire 
Department, Pasadena Fire Department, 
CAL FIRE, San Diego Fire Department, 
Riverside County Fire, Sierra Lifelight, 
Mammoth Lakes Police Department, Los 
Angeles County Sheriff’s, CAL OES, Mam-
moth Mountain Ski Patrol (with patrol dog 
Duke), and Eastside K-9s. 

Laurie Romanak – a Culver City local 
visiting Mammoth – was in the unit below 
the one that collapsed with her husband 

John Romanak, Steve Wyngard, Jake Wyn-
gard, and Cliff Merlo, MD.

“We were about to walk out the door in 
five minutes and hit the slopes,” Romanak 
said. Then, she heard a massive bang. “My 
husband and I thought it was an earth-
quake,” she said. “The whole place shook.” 
Laurie Romanak was standing in front of 
a large picture window when she felt the 
blast. “I thought I was going to die,” she 
said. That the window would break, the 
snow would pour in, and she would be 
buried.

Their windows didn’t shatter, but the 
front door of their unit flew open. Outside 
– where they would have been had they 
woken up five minutes earlier – debris 
flew. Boards, gutters, nails. Shattered glass 
that blew through the front doorway and 
covered the condo stairs. 

John Romanak ran to the Val D’isere 
manager’s unit. He heard a worker yelling 
for help. Saw that he was buried up to his 
shoulders in snow, face down, pinned 
by a 2 by 12. He ran inside to get shovels 
and send Cliff and the Wyngards to dig. 
Someone called 911. John Romanak went 
to the parking lot in order to guide first 
responders to the scene because the high 
snow banks made it difficult to find. 

Jake Wyngard didn’t have time to put on 
pants. He threw on his boots and went in 
his longjohns to dig with his father Steve 
Wyngard, Merlo, and the trapped man’s 
co-worker. Outside, the smell of propane 
and the sound of a still-running snow-
blower mixed with splintered lumber and 
the anxiety over the potential of another 
blast and electrical dangers.

Together, the men dug through the 
packed snow with plastic shovels. They 

found a pry bar. Jake Wyngard and the co-
worker used the bar to lift the beam while 
Steve Wyngard and Cliff pulled the worker 
from the debris. During their rescue, the 
men could hear the trapped son inside 
the condo shout for help, shout that his 
mother was bleeding. 

Search and rescue arrived shortly after 
the men freed the worker. 

“We couldn’t get back into our unit for 
many hours,” said Steve Wyngard. They 
got lunch, came back, and were allowed a 
supervised entrance into their unit. “But 
at the same time, the worker’s partner was 
there who was helping us dig [the worker] 
out, and he came up and gave me a big 
hug,” said Steve Wyngard. That moment 
“made everything worth it,” he explained.

This winter has been record breaking, 
with a base depth of 252 inches and a total 
snowfall of 664 inches as of March 22nd. 

Such snowfall creates emergencies. If 
propane tanks aren’t properly cleared, 
they can explode and cause major dam-
age. If roofs are not cleared, they can col-
lapse and cause major damage.

A cubic foot of snow weighs about 20 
pounds on average. More when it is Sierra 
cement. 

The average roof can withstand about 
20 pounds per cubic foot. That’s according 
to americaschoiceroofing.com.  

A report from CAL FIRE, reposted by 
the Mammoth Lakes Police Department 
Facebook Page, writes that responders for 
CAL FIRE San Luis Obispo Unit Cuesta 
Conservation Camp – who’ve been help-
ing clear snow in town, have had to clear 
a “minimum of 15 feet of snow in most 
areas to reach propane tanks and fire 
hydrants.” 

And more remain buried and impossi-
ble to find. Some belong to second home-
owners who haven’t been able to book 
snow removal. Others belong to those 
who can’t remove the snow themselves. 
To find out more information on how to 
get your snow removed, visit townofmam-
mothlakes.ca.gov.

At a Mammoth Lakes Town Council 
Special Meeting Wednesday evening, 
Mammoth Lakes Fire Protection District 
Fire Chief Ales Tomaier said that techni-
cians from service companies like Eastern 
Sierra Propane and Southern California 
Edison need to be available to the Mam-
moth Lakes community 24/7. Stationed in 
Mammoth Lakes, so that if someone has 
a propane problem, someone can come 
right away.

“If you have a tank,” said Tomaier, “dig it 
out. If you don’t have a tank, work on the 
side of your house… [this is] ultimately a 
prevention issue.” 

Deputy Chief Robert Harris from L.A. 
County – a legend in the urban search and 
rescue game – spoke to Town Council on 
Wednesday, too. “My professional opin-
ion: there’s a lot of risk out there, and I’m 
just concerned,” he said. Concerned about 
the roof collapse threats. Concerned 
about gas emergencies. Concerned about 
the sheer amount of snow that has disap-
peared tanks and structures, that veils the 
sources of gas leaks.

“Me being here is just to stress that this 
is an event your community will be faced 
with for the foreseeable future,” said Har-
ris. 
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Micah was an advid fisherman, even fishing the backside of Crowley Lake during the smoke filled skys of 
2021. He referred to this photo as “ SMOKE ON THE WATER.”

Micah Joshua Barlow, born 
November 25, 1971, passed 
away on March 12, 2023. 

It is with a heavy heart we say 
goodbye to a husband, father, brother, 
uncle, nephew, cousin, and friend. 

Micah’s preceded in death by his 
mother Virgina Barlow and father 
Anthony “Tony” Barlow, grandparents 
Steve Barlow Sr. and Catherine Barlow, 
and brother-in-law Craig Brown. He’s 
survived by his wife Andrea Bartlett 
Barlow, son James Doll, sister Sonoee 
Mullins-Barlow, nephews Wyatt Mul-
lins, Nick Salas, Anthony Salas, and 
Sean Brown, Aunt Gina Bartlett, and 
numerous aunts, uncles, Bishop, and 
Oregon cousins.  

Micah was born in Vista, CA., lived 
in Pala, CA and Bishop, CA before 
residing in Mammoth Lakes, CA. 
Micah loved the outdoors, was an avid 
fisherman, loved going to the shooting 
range with his wife and son, gold pan-
ning, and looking for treasures.  

Micah was a young cowboy at heart 
and loved Western movies and books. 
He loved to joke, and although he 
could be an absolute smart ass, he 
had a huge heart and a lot of love for 
everyone. Micah loved his sisters-
in-law’s many dogs and played with 
them when he would come to Bishop. 
He also loved his kitty Chola very 
much. He always had great stories 
and memories to share and pass on to 
family and friends.   

Micah lived and worked at Mam-
moth Lakes, CA. He worked for the 
Mammoth Mountain Ski Resort for 
thirty-two years, where he made many 

friends along his journey. Mammoth 
Mountain was full of treasures that 
he could not wait to explore with his 
family.   

The text messages, Facebook mes-
sages, emails, phone calls, and people 
stopping by shows how much he was 
loved and how truly missed he will be.  

Memorial Service:
April 2, 2023 at the Barlow Lane 

Gym at 11 a.m. with a potluck lunch to 
follow.

An addittional Memorial will be 
held at Mammoth Mountain, April 22, 
at 5:30 p.m. 

OBITUARY
MICAH JOSHUA BARLOW 1971-2023

Micha worked for MMSA in the maintenance 
department for over thrity years,

Full-Time Positions
All positions include competitive benefits package

Code Compliance Officer » $55,176 – $77,643
Trails Program Manager » $66,343 - $86,246
Program and Facilities Administrator » $46,589 - $65,555
Public Works Maintenance Worker » $48,239 - $67,877

Temporary Positions
Assistant Site Coordinator, Whitmore Pool » $20.92 – $24.22/hour 
Outdoor Recreation Host » $18.80 – $21.76/hour 
Recreation Coordinator, Summer Camps » $18.80 – $21.76/hour 
Recreation Facilities Staff I » $16.28 – $18.84/hour 
Whitmore Pool- Lifeguard

Recreation Intern, Summer Camps » $15.50 – $17.09/hour 
Recreation Instructor » $25.02 – $28.96/hour 
Mountain Biking, Skateboarding, Swimming, Tennis

Recreation Leader I & II » $17.09 – $21.76/hour
Camp Counselor & Senior Camp Counselor

Sports Official, Softball » $34.55 – $40/hour
Temporary Airport Maintenance Worker » $27.52 –$ 31.86/hour 
Temporary Maintenance Worker I » $18.80 – $21.76/hour
Parks Maintenance

For more information and to apply:
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov • (760) 965-3604

JOB OPENINGS
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MONO CITY
continued from page 1
effectively and efficiently.

It took about a week for Southern 
California Edison to get the Lundy Power 
Plant started and bring electricity to 
Mono City Residents. The plant contin-
ues to be the community’s power source. 

It took about five days for Hwy. 167 to 
open. Until then, nobody could get in or 
out of the town. 

It was nerve-
wracking for Duro 
and his team. 
“We were literally 
trapped in place… 
So, as far as the 
EMS/fire side of it, 
it was very nerve-
wracking, consid-
ering if I had an 
emergency I didn’t 
have any means to 
get anybody in or 
out.” 

He and his crew 
took it one day at a 
time. 

During the com-
munity’s isolation, the National Guard 
airdropped water, MREs – things like that, 
Fischbach said. She became Mono City’s 
community liaison to Chris Mokracek, 
Mono County’s Director of Emergency 
Services. 

She’s also a Special Ed teacher who 
works mostly in Mammoth. Her 40 
minute commute is now 4 hours due to 
the highway closure (which continues 
to have no set date for re-opening). She 
lives with friends in Mammoth during 
the week and returns to Mono City on the 
weekends. 

“A lot of us are in that predicament,” 
she said. “And a lot of families have either 
been moving over to Lee Vining and liv-
ing with friends or in the Catholic rectory 
there because the children have to be 
in-seat at the Lee Vining school, or they 
have to make the trek over to Bridgeport.”

Before the in-seat requirement, for 
about two weeks, two Lee Vining teach-
ers – Todd Wanner and Monica Eilts – set 
up makeshift schools in their homes 
(with the approval of the Principal and 
Superintendent). 

Wanner – who’s been teaching at Lee 
Vining for 14 years – hosted the high 
school. “We were spread out into three 
different rooms,” he said. “Mr. Brown 
could do all the science classes in the 
dining room, and I had Spanish in the 
living room. And then other kids were on 
Zoom – English – out by the fireplace in 

the den… I think what was good about it 
is that rather than every kid at home, on 
the computer without any supervision, 
they got to come to a place and see their 
peers.” 

Plus, they had teachers there who 
could keep them on task. No opening 
up a second tab to shop for shoes or 

play Bloons Tower 
Defense 5 during 
grammar lessons. 

At the most, he 
had 9 students in his 
house at once. 

For physical 
education, he took 
students cross coun-
try skiing. 

Now, he’s in 
Bridgeport, teaching 
four kids. He misses 
the intimacy of his 
home school. “We 
could go sit around 
the fire and drink tea 
at break,” he said. 

Monica Eilts – 
teacher for five years, her second year full 
time – hosted the elementary and middle 
school. 7 kids – Kindergarten through 3rd 
grade – would come in the morning for 
a couple hours. Later, about 7 or 8 kids 
would come for 5th through 8th grade – 
also a couple hours. 

“All the students had packets from 
their teachers,” she said. She’d super-
vise. “There was a lot of in and out of my 
house,” she said. After the middle school-
ers would come in for their session, she’d 

take the kids up to Wanner’s house for 
their cross country skiing activity. 

Eilts is currently living in June, at a 
friend’s cabin. “It’s just not home,” she 
said. “I can see how it’s affecting [kids 
that have had to relocate] emotionally, 
for sure.” 

“We’re hearing that maybe this week-
end they’re going to allow residents of 
Mono City to be escorted through,” she 
said. “It’s hard to say if that’s for sure… if 
there’s any weather coming in then that 
could change.” 

About the avalanches, Fischbach 
said, “We really have come out stronger. 
We’ve learned a lot – we’ve learned how 
to adapt and modify and we love living 
here. It’s an awesome community, but 
it’s definitely been challenging the last 

month or so.” 
Another example of community resil-

ience: thanks to a man named Eric and 
his bumper-plow pickup truck, Mono 
City Road has been getting plowed.

One of the community’s long term 
solutions to prevent future avalanche iso-
lation: cover that section of the highway 
with snow sheds. “We have no idea if it’s 
even feasible,” said Fischbach. But it’s an 
idea. 

“We felt like a third world country,” 
said Swisher about Mono City during 
the Avalanche Times. But through it all – 
water shortages, power outages, road clo-
sures, hours long road trips to the nearest 
town – the community has survived. 

“It is Mono City,” said Swisher. “We 
stick together.”
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Beer lovers’ candy store
Selection of more than 300 beers

MAY YOUR ATMOSPHERIC RIVER 
FLOW WITH GOOD BEER

MAMMOTH LIQUOR

934.6260                Main St. Next to Rick’s

calendar of events
BARS & MUSIC

m a m m o t h

GEAR
EXCHANGE

106 S. Main St., Bishop (760) 873-4300

Happy Hour/
The Liberty Sports Bar and Grill 
Pursuit of Happiness Hour Daily 3-6 
p.m. Live Music. More info: see ad p. 
7. 
Austria Hof Happy Hour 
4-6:30 p.m. Sun-Thurs/4-6 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday. 
Outlaw Saloon Happy Hour every 
day from 4-7 p.m. Monday happy hour 
all day. And Taco Tuesdays are back! 
More info: see ad p. 14
Clocktower Cellar Happy Hour: 4-6 
p.m. daily. $6 dollar menu items, drink 
specials. More info: see ad p. 15
Petra’s happy hour until 6 p.m. 
Signature cocktails, special menu.  
Roberto’s Happy Hour: 2-5 p.m. daily. 
The Mogul happy hour 5:30-6:30 
p.m. in the bar with food and drink 
specials. 
Lakanuki happy hour 3-6 p.m. daily. 

March 24-25/
DJ Williams plays Liberty at 9:30 p.m. 
Funky & Neo Soul. More info: see ad 
p. 7.
Weekend Apres Party @ Canyon 
Lodge w/DJ spinning from the 
elevated gondola car. Time: 2-5 p.m. 

Sunday, March 26/
Comedy Night with Marc Yaffee and 
Ron Lamprecht at the T-Bar Social 
Club in June. Time: 7:30 p.m. Tix: $12 
at tbarjunelake.com

Tuesday, March 28/
Karaoke @ Liberty. Time: 9:30 p.m

Wednesday, March 29/
Live DJ @ Liberty. Time: 9:30 p.m.

Friday, March 24/
Third Space, C5 and Mountain 
Rambler present: Latin Heritage 
Night: A Dance Social. Come learn 
basic salsa, bachata, and merengue 
dance steps at C5 Studios with May! 
We’ll follow the lesson with a dance 
party/social at the Mountain Rambler 
Brewery playing a mix by the DJ Rod-
A. 

March 24-26/
2023 JLA Banked Slalom to 
celebrate the life of Jeff Anderson 
at Mammoth Mountain. Friday: 
Practice & Race check-in. Adult Race 
Sat., Kids Race Sun. For more info: 
mammothmountain.com/things-
to-do/
Playhouse 395’s production of Little 
Shop of Horrors opens at the BUHS 
Theater. Time: 7 p.m. on Friday-
Saturday and 2 p.m. Sunday matinee. 
Info: 760.920.9100. Tix: playhouse395.
com. 

Saturday, March 25/
Free Dump Day at Bishop-Sunland 
Landfill, Benton Transfer Station, 
Pumice Valley Landfill, and Walker 
Landfill. 
Eastern Sierra Cancer Alliance 6th 
Annual Walk/Run for Colorectal 
Cancer Awareness. Location: Brown’s 
Town Campground. Register 8:30 
a.m. Starts 9 a.m. Register online @ 
ESCancerAlliance.org or day of event. 

Sunday, March 26/
Slim Princess Sisters in History 
140th anniversary @ Laws Museum. 
Time: 9 a.m. ‘til 4 p.m. $30 adults/$20 

kids 10 & under. Admission includes 
two train rides. Info: lawsmuseum.
org/760.873.5950. 

Tuesday, March 28/
The Inyo, Stanislaus and Sierra 
National Forests host a virtual open 
house for a recreation technician 
hiring event on USAJobs currently 
underway. Time: 9-11 a.m. on 
Microsoft Teams. Those interested in 
applying should visit https://www.
usajobs.gov/job/713490900.
Mammoth 2023 Summer Recreation 
Expo takes place from 5-7 p.m. at the 
MHS Gym.
Mammoth Lakes Chamber of 
Commerce Business After Hours 
event from 5-7 p.m. Tonight’s host: 
Limelight Residences Mammoth. 
Location: Limelight Sales Gallery in the 
Village at Mammoth. 

Thursday, March 30/
Mammoth Lakes Community Coffee 
sponsored by the ML Chamber and 
Mammoth Lakes Tourism. Get your 
free coffee @ Black Velvet, Mammoth 
Coffee Roasting Company, Side Door, 
Starbucks on Main, Stellar Brew
The Looney Bean (Mammoth), The 
Warming Hut and then join the Zoom 
call via mammothlakeschamber.org 
to talk about Community issues and 
events. Time: 8:30-9:30 a.m. 

Sunday, April 2/
Ikon Pass Holder Early Ups @ 
Mammoth Mtn. Lift access for Ikon 
Pass holders starts at 7:30 a.m. 
Complimentary breakfast at 8 p.m. at 
McCoy Station. 
44th Annual Mammoth Marathon 
Cross Country races @ Tamarack. 

Monday, April 3/
TOML Summer Camp registration 
opens 9 a.m. Info: visit Register.
MammothParksandRec.com. 

Thursday, April 6/
RESCHEDULED White Mountain 
Research Center lecture by Sue 
Burak. “Guess who is coming to stay? 
Impacts from an extended visit by a 
family of atmospheric rivers.” Burak 
will attempt to unravel the relationship 
between specific weather, climate and 
snowpack factors that contributed to 
numerous large magnitude avalanches 
during December 2022 and January 
2023. Time: 6-7:30 p.m. Free. Register 
@ wmrc.edu. 

Friday thru
Sunday 

TOWN STUFF

ONGOING

SIERRA 
ELECTRIC

760-920-3547
LIC#  923994

Home Automation Professionals

D I S P E N S A R Y

www.ascentdispensary.com

Largest Product Selection • Low Price Leader
Tons of  Glass and Accessories

Free Delivery 

3399 Main St, Suite L1 • Mammoth Lakes, CA
(760) 709-5801

TOWN STUFF

AT THE MOVIES
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For Sale

                   NO CLASS-IFIEDS

Sierra Employment Services, Inc.
is hiring for the following positions:

 
Administrative Assistant - Mammoth

 Condo/Apt. Maintenance Person– 
Mammoth

 Construction Office Assistant – Mam-
moth

 Marketing Surveyor – Lee Vining and 
Mammoth

 Housekeepers – Mammoth
 General Laborer – Bishop and Mam-

moth
 Snow Shovelers - Mammoth

 
  Call us for details!

 760-924-0523   
www.SierraEmployment.com

Mammoth Hospital is NOW HIRING!
We have an immediate need for the fol-

lowing positions:

· Preschool Teacher
· ED Ward Clerk
· Physical Therapy Supervisor (Bishop)

To view more open positions and apply, 
please visit our website at https://mam-
moth-hospital.breezy.hr/ 

Shilo Inn is accepting applications for FT 
housekeepers, FT maintenance worker and 
Front desk/night auditor. Immediate Front 
Desk opportunity starting at $18/hour. 
Please call Human Resources (Sarina Quin-
tero) at 925.813.2331 or email your resume 
to squintero@marquishotelsgroup.com. 

Mammoth Verizon is accepting applica-
tions for a full time Sales Associate posi-
tion.Wage + Commission + Bonus + paid 
vacation. Typical earnings of $20-$27 per 
hour.No experience is necessary, bilingual 
English/ Spanish is a plus. Please apply in 
person at 126 Old Mammoth Rd, Suite 109, 
Mammoth Lakes. 

Sweetwater Plumbing Inc. Hiring a 
Journeyman Plumber. Full time position. 
Benefits. Job is located in Mammoth Lakes. 
Call 760-914-1266 or email info@sweetwa-
terplumbing for details.

Elixir Superfood & Juice is hiring Restau-
rant Team Members!  We’re looking for fun-
loving, enthusiastic and reliable individuals 
with an interest in healthy living to join our 
growing team. Apply online at enjoyelixir.
com/careers or drop off a resume in person 

 Housekeepers & Quality Control Staff 
Needed Immediate positions available for 
busy rental management company, both 
Part-time and Full-time. Previous cleaning 
experience preferred but not required, train-
ing provided. Looking for reliable, responsi-
ble, hard-working candidates with a positive 
work ethic, clean drivers license and vehicle 
required. Competitive pay and benefits 
available. Email resume to luis@mammoth-
sierraonline.com, call 760-914-0768 or stop 
by 1914 Meridian Blvd.
   Se necesita housekeepers medio tiempo o 
tiempo completo especialmente durante los 
dias festivos. Se paga por pieza dependiendo 
tamano del condo. Necesita tener carro. Si 
le interesa por favor del hablar al 760-934-
8427.
 

City Of Bishop Assistant To The City 
Administrator The City of Bishop is ac-
cepting applications for the position of 
Assistant to the City Administrator. The 
Assistant to the City Administrator, under 
general administrative direction, performs 
highly responsible and complex adminis-
trative duties and undertakes a variety of 
special projects for the City Administrator; 
promotes effective and efficient operations 
throughout the organization by facilitating 
interdepartmental cooperation and shar-
ing of resources; provides responsible staff 
assistance to the City Administrator, City 
Council, and Department Heads.
    The City of Bishop offers a generous 
benefit package that includes health, dental, 
vision, vacation, and retirement benefits. 
The current salary range is $7,222 - $8,658 
per month. A detailed job description and 
application packets are available at City 
Hall, 377 West Line Street, Bishop, CA 93514 
or at www.cityofbishop.com. A complete 
application form and resume along with a 
cover letter expressing your interest in this 
position will be accepted until 4:00 p.m. on 
Friday, April 14th, 2023. For more informa-
tion, please contact Jana Currie at 760-873-
5863 Ext. 122. EOE. 

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Reservations Desk Clerk immediate 
opening at the Double Eagle Resort and 
Spa in June Lake CA (20 min from mam-
moth).  Must have excellent customer 
service and computer skills.  Full or part 
time, health benefits, fitness membership 
and PTO.  Great place to work! Email jobs@
doubleeagle.com

Creekside Spa and Fitness Desk at the 
Double Eagle Resort and Spa, immediate 
opening for enthusiast team member.  Help 
in creating a wonderful experience for our 
spa and fitness center guests.  Customer 
service, computer, cleaning, food service.  
Full or part time, health benefits, fitness 
membership and PTO.  Great place to work!  
Email jobs@doubleeagle.com

Restaurant Server for Eagles Landing 
Restaurant at the popular Double Eagle 
Resort and Spa in June Lake CA.  Experience 
in restaurant service, computers and work-
ing as team member are essential.  Full and 
part time available, health benefits, fitness 
membership and PTO.  Great place to work. 
Email jobs@doubleeagle.com    

Maintenance Supervisor  needed to 
manage a small maintenance team at the 
Double Eagle Resort & Spa in June Lake. You 
will be responsible for ensuring the smooth 
running of upkeep and repair. Must be reli-
able, have technical skills and knowledge of 
various crafts such as carpentry, plumbing 
etc. Leadership and knowledge of admin-
istrative tasks such as scheduling are also 
essential. The goal is to ensure that facilities 
are in  good condition at all times.Compen-
sation based on experience and references. 
We offer health benefits, fitness membership 
and PTO. A great place to work!  

Email jobs@doubleeagle.com
Cooks and Dishwasher jobs available at 

the famous Eagles Landing Restaurant in 
June Lake.  We offer health benefits, fitness 
membership and PTO. A great place to work! 
Email jobs@doubleeagle.com 

Inventory-Pos Manager - $27-$32/Hour 
+ Benefits. 20-30 hours per week managing 
general store POS inventory, restaurant in-
ventories and performing other accounting 
duties. Possible full-time position available.
Please send resume to jobs@convictlake.
com or call 760.934.3800 ext. 46 for an ap-
pointment. 

   Hiring motivated candidates, experience 
preferred but not essential, job training 
will be provided. Must have a valid drivers 
license. Great pay and perks. Full time or 
part time available, year-round, Mon-Fri 
schedule. To apply, please contact Tarek at 
760-914-9184  
   Part Time – Route Delivery
Permanent part-time position delivering 
brochures and travel guides to hotels, visitor 
centers, retail establishments on established 
route in Mammoth and Bishop/Lone Pine 
areas. Flexible schedule 2-3 days per week.  
$20 per hour. Company vehicle provided.  
Must have clean DMV. Some heavy lifting – 
boxes can weigh 30 lbs. Call Bill at 760-727-
5100 or email jobs@certifiedfolder.com.    
   Part-Time Maintenance Assistant Posi-
tion Available  A local property manage-
ment company is seeking a reliable indi-
vidual for a part-time maintenance assistant 
position. Flexible schedule 20 hours/week. 
If you are a hard-working, self-motivated in-
dividual looking for a part-time opportunity, 
please submit your resume and references 
to francisco@blizzardpm.com  

Help Wanted

1999 Lance Camper 1030 10’11” - Bath-
room Sink, Shower & Toilet, A/C, Microwave, 
Oven, Stove, Kitchen Sink, Refrigerator/
Freezer, Queen Bed, Table Bed & Kids Bed, 
Nice Condition, $8,900, 310/292-5470 No 
Text.

Help Wanted
   Good Earth Yogurt Is Hiring!  Manager
Good Earth Yogurt is looking to hire an out-
going and versatile team leader with experi-
ence in quick service restaurant operations, 
the ability to work effectively in a fast-paced, 
customer-centered environment and the 
ability to work evenings and weekends on a 
regular basis. This position will be respon-
sible for the daily operations and manage-
ment of the store. Supervisor Good Earth 
Yogurt is looking for a supervisor to join our 
team. Our ideal candidate is a self-starter, 
punctual, and reliable with experience in 
quick-service restaurant operations. Must be 
available to work evenings and weekends on 
a regular basis. Restaurant experience and 
over 21 preferred.Please send resumes to 
hello@goodearthyogurt.com 

     Housekeepers wanted: Part time to full 
time, especially on holidays.  Piecework pay, 
depending on the size of the unit.  Must have 
a vehicle.  Please call 760-934-8427.
    Marina Assistant Manager
Looking for an experienced and outgoing 
individual who enjoys the outdoors and 
creating exceptional guest experiences. 
Responsibilities, including but not limited 
to, opening, closing, and overseeing marina 
operations and personnel at Convict Lake. 
P-T and F-T position. $24-$26/hour + Ot 
+Tips + Bonus + Benefits + Discounts at 
Convict Lake Restaurant and Morrison’s 
Restaurant. Send resume to jobs@convict-
lake.com and/or call 760.934.3800 x 49
     Marina Boat House Assistants
Looking for outgoing and friendly individu-
als who enjoy the outdoors, sunshine, and 
beautiful views. Must be capable of checking 
guests in and out, maintain/clean/organize 
marina inventory, and educating guests 
on policies and procedures. P-T and F-T 
positions. $20-$22/hour + Ot +Tips + Bonus 
+ Benefits + Discounts at Convict Lake 
Restaurant and Morrison’s Restaurant. Send 
resume to jobs@convictlake.com and/or call 
760.934.3800 x 49
     Corporate Administator
F-T experienced person to perform HR du-
ties, purchasing, correspondence, compli-
ance and other duties for Controller and 
Senior Managers.
$24-$28/hour + Ot + Bonus + Benefits. Send 
resume to jobs@convictlake.com and/or call 
760.934.3800 x 49
     Lodging Quality Control Specialist
Seeking unique individual with attention to 
detail to inspect lodging units for condition 
of maintenance, cleanliness, furniture, fix-
tures, and equipment. This job will include 
assisting housekeeping and facilities depart-
ment with cleaning and repairs.
Base pay $23-$26/HR. + some OT + bonuses 
+ travel allowance. Medical, vision, 401(k), 
PTO. Send resume to jobs@convictlake.com 
and/or call 760-934-3800x49. 

    Busy rental / property management 
agency hiring for a Guest Services Manag-
er. This full-time, year-round management 
position is designed to make our clients 
feel welcome and ensure a pleasant and 
comfortable stay with us, focusing on ensur-
ing that high standards are maintained and 
improved to meet the expectations of clients 
and guest satisfaction. Management experi-
ence required, job and software training 
provided, hospitality experience preferred. 
Competitive salary and benefits package 
provided. This is an immediate opening, to 
apply send your resume to sarah@mam-
mothreservations.com. 

i;wd�Mammolh 
Now Hiring Winter Driving Jobs! Up 

to $25/HR + Tips sss PT/FT 
Servicing town and Mammoth/Bishop Airports 

No commercial license required 
Share your love and knowledge of the Sierra 

while making great money! 
Call Scottie 760-914-7433 

The Alpenhof Lodge is accepting ap-
plications for Spring & Summer 2023.  
Seasonal and year-round, full time and part 
time positions are available.  We are a 24 
hour per day business looking to add new 
team members for all shifts including Front 
Desk, Housekeeping and Maintenance. We 
offer flexible schedules, competitive wages, 
and some benefits.  Housing option may 
be available for the right individual.  Please 
pick up an application and drop a resume, 
in person, at 6080 Minaret Rd, Mammoth

Mammoth Gear Exchange in Bishop and 
Alpine Approach in Mammoth seek team 
members. ay dependent on experience. 
Mammoth Mountaineering Supply and Al-
pine Approach Ski pass included. Sales help 
wanted. Jobs@Mammothgear.com Inquiries/
resumes to: dave@mammothgear.com
    HOA General Manager Large HOA & 
Rental Company seeking Full Time Gen-
eral Manager to oversee all operations 
with a seasoned staff in place. Looking for 
someone with HOA experience. The ideal 
candidate should be adverse in team build-
ing, hotel operations, HR, budgeting, etc. 
Please send resumes to POB 5038 or info@
butnerhoaservices.com 

    A busy rental office needing assistance-
for a part time or full time front desk 
position. Duties include answering phone 
calls, processing reservations, checking units 
and dealing with customers/owners. Com-
petitive pay. Please email resume at info@
mammothres. 

      Obsidian Private Residence: Front desk,  
Position:  Seeking a responsible, outgo-
ing Reservation & office administration 
employee!
Work independently to manage the front 
desk responsibilities. •Demonstrate excel-
lent written and oral communication skills 
•Possess extremely strong organizational 
skills with the ability to focus •Previous 
reservation Experience preferred
Contact : 760 934 5490 or email joe@obsidi-
anprc.com   
     INDEPENDENCE CEMETERY is looking 
for a PT Caretaker/Groundskeeper. Salary 
is $20/hour. Duties include lawn, tree and 
plant care, lawn mowing; maintenance of 
irrigation system; preparation of gravesites; 
cement work; operation of backhoe and 
lawn tractors/mowers, raking, weeding, et. 
al. Send resume to Independence Cemetery, 
P.O. Box 219, Independence, CA 93526. Must 
have current California Driver’s License.



CARTOON CORNER

LUNCH
continued from page 2

Notice of Vacancy/Extension

TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES
Notice is hereby given that on March 15, 2023 the Town 
Council adopted an Ordinance entitled:
ORDINANCE NO. 23-02

An Ordinance Of The Town Council Of The Town Of 
Mammoth Lakes, State Of California, Adding Chapter 
2.80 “Electronic And Paperless Filing Of Campaign 
Disclosure Statements And Statements Of Economic 
Interests” To The Mammoth Lakes Municipal Code.
by the following vote:
AYES: Councilmembers Bubser, Rea, Rice, Mayor Pro 
Tem Sauser, and Mayor Wentworth
NOES: None  
ABSENT: None   
ABSTAIN: None
DISQUALIFICATION: None  

A certified copy of the complete text of the Ordinance 
is posted and may be read at the Town Offices, Minaret 
Mall, Old Mammoth Road, Mammoth Lakes, and /or a 
copy may be obtained from the office of the Town Clerk 
at a nominal charge.
Dated:  March 16, 2023

JAMIE GRAY, Town Clerk
Town of Mammoth Lakes   
                                                                    
                                                                                        TS #2023-0041

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Main Street Pizza & Tap

KeyStone Restaurant Company, LLC.
3399 Main St. Unit F, P.O. Box 8511
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546  

This business is conducted by a Limited Li-
ability Co.The registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under the fictitious 
business name listed herein. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on Feb. 9, 2023     
File Number 23-013
2023-0038 (3/18, 3/25, 4/1, 4/8)
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NOTICE OF VACANCY - EXTENSION
BUILDING ADVISORY COMMITTEE/BOARD OF AP-
PEALS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that an unexpired term of 
office has become vacant on the   Building Advisory 
Committee/Board of Appeals. The term of this office ex-
pires on April 1, 2024.  The Building Advisory Committee/
Board of Appeals meets quarterly. 

Interested parties should file an application with the 
Town Clerk on or before Monday, April 10, 2023 at 5:00 
p.m. Application forms may be obtained at the Town 
Offices, Minaret Village Shopping Center; or by writing to 
P.O. Box 1609, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546; or by phoning 
760-965-3602; or by visiting the Town’s website at www.
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov.

Dated: March 17, 2023
Jamie Gray, Town Clerk 
                                                                    
                                                                                        TS #2023-0042

Notice of Ordinance

Notice of Public Hearing

Notice of Vacancy
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that one vacancy exists on 
the Mammoth Lakes Recreation Board of Directors. 
The term of appointment   for each position will expire 
two years after appointment. Committee meetings are 
scheduled for 5:00 p.m. on the first Tuesday of every 
other month. 

The mission of Mammoth Lakes Recreation (MLR) is 
to deliver cutting edge sustainable recreation, mobility 
and arts & culture opportunities and infrastructure for 
the benefit of the community and natural environment 
of Mammoth Lakes. MLR is focused on enhancing and 
improving our outdoor recreation, arts and culture facili-
ties and experiences by working to leverage the special 
funding sources already in place and introducing new 
and innovative ways for sustaining these valuable assets.
To submit a letter of interest and qualifications, or for 
more information, contact MLR Program Director, Kim 
Anaclerio, via email at kim@mammothlakesrecreation.
org or phone at (760) 660-4948.

                                                                                       TS #2023-0036

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Photos Meow LLC

Photos Meow, LLC.
257 S Landing Road, P. O. Box 2031
Crowley Lake, CA 93546  

This business is conducted by a Limited Li-
ability Co. The registrant began to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
listed herein on Jan.1, 2023 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on Feb. 14, 2023     
File Number 23-014
2023-0039 (3/18, 3/25, 4/1, 4/8)

         TS #2023-0044

Notice of Ordinance
TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES
Notice is hereby given that on March 15, 2023 the Town 
Council adopted an Ordinance entitled:
ORDINANCE NO. 23-01

An Ordinance Of The Town Council Of The Town Of 
Mammoth Lakes, State Of California, Authorizing The 
Levy Of Special Taxes In Community Facilities District 
No. 2013-3 (Transit Services), 
Including Certain Annexation Territory.
by the following vote:

AYES: Councilmembers Bubser, Rea, Rice, Mayor Pro 
Tem Sauser, and Mayor Wentworth
NOES: None  
ABSENT: None   
ABSTAIN: None
DISQUALIFICATION: None  

A certified copy of the complete text of the Ordinance 
is posted and may be read at the Town Offices, Minaret 
Mall, Old Mammoth Road, Mammoth Lakes, and /or a 
copy may be obtained from the office of the Town Clerk 
at a nominal charge.
Dated:  March 16, 2023

JAMIE GRAY, Town Clerk
Town of Mammoth Lakes
                                                                    
                                                                                        TS #2023-0040

TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES
Community Facilities District No. 2023-1
(Maintenance Services)
Notice Of Public Hearing

Notice is hereby given that the Town Council of the Town 
of Mammoth Lakes will conduct a public hearing on 
Wednesday, April 5, 2023, at 4:00 p.m. or as soon there-
after as the matter may be heard, in the Town Council 
Chambers located at Suite Z, Minaret Village Shopping 
Center, 437 Old Mammoth Road, Town of Mammoth 
Lakes, California, or virtually as noticed by the Town, to 
consider the following:

Town Of Mammoth Lakes 
Community Facilities District No. 2023-1
(Maintenance Services)
On February 15, 2023, the Town Council of the Town 
of Mammoth Lakes adopted a Resolution entitled “A 
Resolution of the Town Council of the Town of Mammoth 
Lakes, State of California, Declaring 
Its Intention to Establish a Community Facilities District 
and to Authorize the Levy of Special Taxes Therein” (the 
“Resolution of Intention”). Reference is hereby made 
to the Resolution of Intention on file in the office of the 
Town Clerk of the Town of Mammoth Lakes for further 
particulars.

In the Resolution of Intention, the Town Council declared 
its intention to form the Town of Mammoth Lakes 
Community Facilities District No. 2023-1 (Maintenance 
Services) (the “District”) to fund the costs of plowing and 
removal of snow, and maintenance of curbs/sidewalks, 
landscapes and streetlights and related appurtenances; 
and related appurtenances, as further identified in an 
exhibit to the Resolution of Intention. The proposed 
boundaries of the District were identified in another 
exhibit to the Resolution of Intention, and the Resolution 
of Intention identified a proposed special tax to be levied 
on real property to be included in the District to pay for 
the costs of the services.

In the Resolution of Intention, the Town Council pro-
vided that the levy of the special tax will be subject to a 
mailed ballot election among the owners of land in the 
District. The Town Council ordered the Town’s Director of 
Public Works to prepare a report on the District, and the 
Town Council called for a public hearing on the District.
At the hearing, the testimony of all interested persons or 
taxpayers for or against the establishment of the District, 
the extent of the District or the furnishing of specified 
types of services will be heard. 

Any person interested may file a protest in writing with 
the Town Clerk. If fifty percent or more of the registered 
voters, or six registered voters, whichever is more, 
residing in the territory proposed to be included in the 
District, or the owners of one-half or more of the area 
of land in the territory proposed to be included in the 
District and not exempt from the special tax file written 
protests against the establishment of the District and 
the protests are not withdrawn to reduce the value of 
the protests to less than a majority, the Town Council 
of the Town shall take no further action to establish the 
District or authorize the special taxes for a period of one 
year from the date of the decision of the Town Council, 
and if the majority protests of the registered voters or the 
landowners are only against the furnishing of a type or 
types of services within the District, or against levying a 
specified special tax, those types of services, or the speci-
fied special tax, will be eliminated from the proceedings 
to form the District.

Any person interested in these matters is invited to attend 
and present testimony either for or against the above 
item. If you challenge the proposed action in court, 
you may be limited to raising only those issues you or 
someone else raised at the public hearing described in 
this notice or in written correspondence delivered to the 
Town Council during or prior to the public hearing.
 
   
 Jamie Gray
Town Clerk
Town of Mammoth Lakes
                                                                    
                                                                                        TS #2023-0043

        PUBLIC NOTICES 

Notice of Public Hearing  
Zoning Code Amendment (ZCA) 23-001 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Wednesday, April 5, 2023, beginning at 4 p.m. and 
continuing until finished, at the Town Council Chambers, Suite Z within the Minaret 
Village Shopping Center, 437 Old Mammoth Road or by teleconference, the Mammoth 
Lakes Town Council will hold a public hearing for the following: 
 
Application Request: Zoning Code Amendment (ZCA) 23-001:  

· Amend Section 17.52.055 (Accessory Dwelling Units) to revise height limitations and 
ease front setback requirements for accessory dwelling units (ADUs) consistent with 
State Legislative requirements imposed by Senate Bill 897 and Assembly Bill 2221. 

· Amend Section 17.52.100 (Child Day Care Facilities) to comply with State legislative 
requirements imposed by Senate Bill SB 234. The amendment removes land use standards 
applicable to Large Family Child Care Homes (caring for up to 14 children) to ensure 
these uses are treated the same as Small Family Child Care Homes (caring for up to 8 
children). This Amendment also includes clarification of the standards applicable to Child 
Day Care Centers. 

· Amend Chapter 17.40 (Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance), Incorporates defensible 
space landscape standards applicable to new and rehabilitated landscape projects in 
accordance with General Plan Health and Safety Element action items S.5.A.2, S.5.A.3, and 
S.6.F.2.   

CEQA Determination: Pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21083.3 and State 
CEQA Guidelines section 15183(c), no additional environmental review is required because 
the proposed ZCA is consistent with existing zoning and the General Plan.  

Location: Town-wide 
 
Proponent: Town of Mammoth Lakes 

Action Requested: Town Council will consider approving  Zoning Code Amendment (ZCA) 
23-001 as recommended by the Planning and Economic Development Commission. 

All persons having an interest in the proposed application request may appear before the 
Mammoth Lakes Town Council either in person or represented by counsel and present 
testimony or may, prior to said hearing, file with the Executive Secretary written 
correspondence pertaining thereto.  Pursuant to Government Code Section 65009(b), if this 
matter is subsequently challenged in court, the challenge may be limited to only those issues 
raised at the public hearing described in this notice or in written correspondence delivered to 
the Town of Mammoth Lakes at, or prior to, the public hearing.  For additional information, or 
to obtain a copy of the staff report which will be published no later than March 31, 2023, 
contact Kim Cooke, Senior Planner, at (760) 965-3638. Facsimiles may be sent to (760) 934-
7493, or  e-mail at: kcooke@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov . 

Mammoth Lakes Planning & Economic Development Department  
P.O. Box 1609,  Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 

Perhaps this is what Dr. Arndal was 
referring to last week when she blasted 
the hospital administration and board 
for its lack of transparency. 

The NIH Board is holding a special 
meeting on Friday, March 24 at 5:30 
p.m. at the Annex across from the JKBS 
to further discuss the matter. 5:30 on a 
Friday night! Perfect way to kick off a 
weekend. 
 

Finally, this resonated.
There was a piece in the New Yorker 

this past week about a battle between 
two free weeklies in Greenwich Village. 

The gist: One aging 95-year old pub-
lisher is being challenged by a group 
consisting of his former deputy and 
several former contributors. 

The aging publisher, a man named 
George Capsis, is still sharp, but he’s 
slowing down and a younger woman 
(~65) has stepped in, first as his care-
taker, and now as his Westview paper’s 
editor. 

And there’s this passage which goes, 
“Perhaps why so many have schemed 
to take over a money-losing newspaper, 
and why so many followed its coverage, 
and later, its apparent theft … is because 
for Villagers, Westview provided a bit 
of friction in a neighborhood whose 
bustling tenements have been replaced 
by single-family mansions, and where 
life has become largely frictionless. 
One day, Capsis noted to me that the 
block has become eerily quiet. Some 
weekends, it seems that all the residents 

have left town for their vacation homes. 
The Westview saga, at least, gave its 
participants something to talk about. 
The squabbles, rumors and side-taking 
enacted something like a community.” 

We certainly have friction now - fric-
tion borne of snowfall and snow walls 
and darkness and visitors and we're all 
just a little beaten down. 

And unlike Mono City, Mammoth 
isn't as cozy as it used to be. There's 
still community here, but it's getting 
siphoned off retirement by retirement, 
death by death, defection by defection. 

45-year resident Steve Searles spoke 
at Town Council on Wednesday about 
the winter weather emergency, which 
Mayor Wentworth referred to as a slow-
moving natural disaster. 

Searles has seen floods and fires 
and locusts. “This is different,” he said. 
“We’re in a fight.”

He referred to other local campaigns 
like “Boston Strong” and encouraged 
the Town to put out words of encour-
agement and timelines of when roads 
and areas will be clear of snow.

He was critical of Town leadership (or 
lack thereof) and at one point gestured 
to the room and said, "There used to be 
a lot of lay people here at these meet-
ings ... now on a good day there's maybe 
three."  

“We’re not just hurting,” he said, 
“we’re completely beat down… This 
is such a desperate situation like I've 
never seen. Fire, Covid – dwarfed.”
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CARNE ASADA BABY SUPER

BENHAM'S BLOG
It was the first Friday of March and 

it was almost noon and it was warm 
and I was in a t-shirt. I put down the 

blind to keep the sun off my face.
    Everyone’s boss had gone to Tahoe to 
try and ski the remnants of the biggest 
storm of this century, or maybe not this 
century but at least the biggest storm 
in years, and they were all absolutely 
sure they were going to get the best run 
of their life and everyone was going to 
watch them get the best run of their life 
and everyone was going to be totally 
blown away and when the ski day was 
done, everyone was going to approach 
them at the bar and tell them how great 
their run was.
    The bosses who weren’t in Tahoe 
getting the aforementioned run of their 
life were at some other exclusive resort 
in some premier destination in some 
much more desirable locale while the 
rest of us stayed in San Francisco and 
worked from home.
    Those who stayed were about to stop 
working or they’d already stopped 
working or they were never really work-
ing to begin with. They were just sitting 
there Online and Available, waiting for 
their bosses to log off so they could log 
off and start their weekend. To do the 
things they actually wanted to do with 
their time. Their real life. Their yoga at 5, 
and after their yoga at 5, their reserva-
tions at 7, and after their reservations at 
7, they were Going Out to try that New 
Bar.
    While they went to that New Bar, we 
went to The Same Old Shitty Bar and 
sat in the corner and tried to live bet a 
rerun of the Bucks-Sixers game.
    We were saying, “The Grizzlies are 
from another era.”
    We were saying, “They might be going 
as fast as they’re coming.”
    We were saying, “Merle Haggard is 
from Bakersfield and Waylon Jennings 
isn’t.”
    Until something caught my eye. 
“That’s the best pool player I’ve ever 
seen,” I said. I had Next but they turned 
the lights on.
    And outside The Same Old Shitty Bar, 
we huddled under an awning to avoid 
heavy hail, and waited for an Uber to 

The Big Ranch Taqueria a half a block 
away - watching as the Uber drove up 
the block to the intersection just to u-
turn to come back half a block and drop 
us off just past The Big Ranch Taque-
ria's outside Mini Bar where the chefs 
smoked cigarettes and advised us to 
avoid the burritos and get the ham-
burger.
    I got a carne asada baby super burrito, 
which is not a hamburger, and tucked 
it into my waistband to keep it dry, and 
reheated it in my toaster oven, and 
fell asleep, and awoke to smoke, and 
the toaster oven in flames and I didn’t 
remember where the fire extinguisher 
was. The cabinet caught. I called 911. As 
soon as I called, I found the extinguish-
er. It was in the last place I looked: up 
my butt and around the corner. And by 
the time 911 arrived I’d put the fire out. 
The left side of the kitchen was toast. My 
burrito was ash.
    I told the firefighters what happened. 
They told me it was a bad idea to fall 
asleep with the oven on. I told them I’d 
keep that in mind. They asked me what 
I was cooking. I told them I got a carne 
asada baby super burrito from The Big 
Ranch Taqueria. They told me that’s 
good, but the hamburger is better.
    I went to bed with the windows open 
to air the place out but that let the hail 
and rain in and soaked the floors so 
come summer the wood will warm up, 
dry out, and shrivel up, so if you know a 
guy who does floors …
                — — —
    Sometime in the middle of March or 
late-middle March or just late March (or 
it could’ve been yesterday or today and 
it’ll probably be tomorrow) when the 
newest biggest storm in the history of 
history hit the Sierra.
    If it was a pass, it was closed for Jack-
knifed semis. If it was a lift or a lodge, it 
was buried. Towns went missing. Moun-
tains looked like mounds.
    The times were no longer unprece-
dented. They’d officially become tough. 
And in tough times a company must 
do anything it can to survive. In normal 
times, being sustainable and environ-
mentally conscious go only as long and 
as far as it doesn't affect the stock price, 

but in tough times, ESG is as cancer-
ous as MSG. And that’s why Vail went 
to Mammoth with its hands out, head 
down, and asked if Mammoth could 
spare some snow for a reasonable price 
for Vail’s resorts out East where locals 
had taken up mud skiing. It looked like 
Mammoth had Vail right where they 
wanted 'em, until Mammoth Let Fun 
Rule and gave $1 billion of snow away 
for free. It was all for naught anyways 
because by the time Vail’s caravan of re-
frigerated Semis reached Ely, Nevada, a 
Nor’easter was whacking the Northeast.
    My cousin, who works for the Coastal 
Commission and who studied marine 
biology and who used to work on com-
mercial fishing vessels in Alaska as a 
Fish and Game Supervisor or Observer 
or Overseer or whatever it’s called—
anyways, he’s as close to a scientist as 
I’ve got and he said if this rain keeps 
up for the rest of this winter and then 
comes back next winter and the win-
ter after that and keeps coming on a 
consistent annual basis for the next give 
or take hundred years then the drought 
will be over.
    Point is, the golf courses are saturated. 
The tennis courts are wet. The streets 
are slick. That hasn’t stopped the skate-
boarders. The streams and creeks are 

full. When it has stopped raining and 
the sun’s come out, the air is so fresh 
so clean, so beer and more beer and a 
drive home through a wall of water and 
sheets of rain. If my car had had a hood 
ornament, I wouldn’t have been able to 
see it.
    SVB got enough money for people to 
pull it out and put it in an older bigger 
more established bank or to stuff it in a 
shoebox and hide it up on a shelf in the 
corner of a closet above the dress shirts 
I’d been saving for the corporate job I 
never took.
    It’s just the tip of the iceberg. The be-
ginning of the end. Spring has sprung. 
Winter’s in full swing. I’m new to times 
like these, but trust me, because I’ve got 
red pens and the Postal Annex has thick 
yellow legal pads and I know a bar that 
serves the good Guinness in the proper 
pint and I had my Mom send me her 
family’s bolognese recipe.
    So get another new dog. The FDIC 
will now insure your relationship all the 
way through this weekend. In the front 
yard, the Japanese maple has started to 
bloom. The non-fruiting cherries should 
follow and hopefully the bees will come.

Jack Benham is a former staff writer 
for The Sheet. He lives in San Francisco. 



HORRORSCOPES
By Clouds McCloud
Aries: As you celebrate your latest trip 
around the sun Clouds wants to pass 
along some kudos for continuing to 
try to be the best you that you can be. 
Of course, this does sometimes means 
the best you for that day is going to be 
spending lots of time on the couch. 
Recharging regularly is important, as 
is following this advice from fellow 
Aries, Austrian psychologist, Viktor 
Frankl, “Everything can be taken from 
a man but one thing, the last of the 
human freedoms—to choose one’s 
attitude in any given set of circum-
stances.”
Taurus: One of Clouds favorites Tau-
ruses is a real hippie. She is always in 
touch with nature and the changing 
seasons. Tauruses are at your best 
when you’re getting regular doses of 
nature. On this note, here’s a great 
quote by writer Rebecca Campbell 
that was passed along from a fellow 
Taurus, “Trust the sureness of the soil. 
The new is being woven without you 
having to micromanage every move.”
Gemini: One of the big keys for mani-
festing things is to be grateful for these 
things before they even arrive. It also 
helps to be grateful for whatever path 
they take to arrive. We all take wrong 
turns every now and again, hopefully 
we just remember to use our blinkers. 
Next time you take a wrong turn try 
to remember that it may actually lead 
you in the right direction.

Cancer: There’s an old saying that 
goes, “Being uncomfortable is what 
will make you feel more comfortable.” 
Of course, this slogan doesn’t work 
well in the furniture department. But 
it is a good attitude to acquire since 
spring has arrived. Therefore, your 
new assignment is to find comfort, if 
only fleeting, every chance you get. It 
may help to occasionally lube up with 
some Southern Comfort or listening 
to Pink Floyd's Comfortably Numb.
Leo: Many Leos may be feeling a bit 
down right now as the dawn of Spring 
is looking more like the middle Win-
ter, which will then move into “Mud 
Season” before picking back up again 
in the Fall. But don’t despair, Spring is 
the season of rebirth and it always will 
be. That’s why your new assignment 
is to stop listening to Pink Floyd and 
start listening to more Bob Marley, 
“Though the road is rocky, it sure feels 
good to me.”
Virgo: Birds have been trained to pick 
up trash in France and Sweden. The 
crows and magpies do so on a simple 
system: pick up trash, put in a recep-
tacle and get a treat. Basically, the 
birds do something good and get a re-
ward, that’s how it works. That’s actu-
ally how life usually works, too, it’s just 
that the rewards come in inconsistent 
ways, especially the big ones. For the 
record, getting pooped on by birds is 
considered good luck, unless you just 

Capricorn: Fellow Cap, Dick Van 
Dyke, was in the news recently when 
he suffered minor injuries from a car 
accident. The 97-year is obviously still 
going strong. That’s while he’ll provide 
your words of wisdom as we enter 
Spring. 1) “We should never judge a 
day by its weather.” 2) “We all need 
something to do, someone to love and 
something to hope for.” 3) “Be careful 
not to trip over the ottoman.” 
Aquarius: This much we know is true: 
We all have rough patches in life. 
Sometimes these give us flat tires, 
which is a total bummer. But that’s 
why they make patch kits and created 
AAA and sell beer in six-packs. So the 
next time you hit a rough patch please 
try to remember that you can either 
be bitter or you can make it better, it’s 
up to you. And also remember that 
Mammoth Liquor has a world-class 
beer selection.
Pisces: As the most whimsical sign, 
Skittles or M&Ms are probably favor-
ite candies for you. So you might not 
be happy to hear that California is 
considering banning them. Well, not 
the candies themselves, but they want 
to ban some of the toxic chemicals in 
them. As Spring rolls in it would be 
a good time to swap out something 
in your life that’s not good for you 
for something healthier. You might 
just find that you like the taste of the 
whole rainbow better.

washed your car.
Libra: With Spring off to a rough 
start, perhaps you can find some 
inspiration by listening to Denver’s 
finest, Nathaniel Rateliff and the 
Night Sweats. S) “I know you've been 
knocked down. I know it ain't all 
been easy. Nothing ever good really 
is.” O) “You gonna find a way to cross 
and you gonna get there.” B)“Son of a 
bitch, give me a drink.”
Scorpio: Scorpios won’t find it hard 
to believe that studies have shown 
that psychological hallucinations are 
shaped by the culture that person 
comes from. For example, the voices 
tend to be harsh for Americans, but 
more kind and playful for Africans 
and Indians. Therefore, your new as-
signment is to make sure any voices 
you hear are either soothing or soul-
ful. Of course, you are a Scorpio, so 
they’ll have to be a bit sassy and sexy 
as well.
Sagittarius: Spring is the season of 
growth. So it’s only fitting that any 
close relationships you’re in should 
start to see some healthy growth. 
Unfortunately, not all relationships 
grow in the same direction and some 
simply become outgrown. While this 
is true for all kinds of relationships, 
they only sing about one kind, the 
kind Lukas Nelson mentions, “I hope 
you find yourself before I find some-
body else to be my love.”
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 TownofMammothLakes.ca.gov           Town of Mammoth Lakes

DID YOU KNOW?
  Did you know that the Town of  
Mammoth Lakes recently declared an 
emergency as a result of the many 
extreme snowstorms?

For more information scan here or visit
ready.mono.ca.gov/pages/winter-storm

• A state of emergency is declared when the Town (or County or State) has 
or will exceed its emergency response capacity and additional resources will 
be required to protect life and property. A local emergency may be declared 
by the Town Manager, with ratification by the Town Council within 7 days, 
or may be declared directly by the Town Council.

• A local emergency declaration delegates additional authority to the 
Emergency Services Director (Town Manager), who can make and issue 
rules and regulations on matters reasonably related to the protection of  
life and property.

• All Town employees are designated as disaster service workers and can be 
assigned to necessary duties in response to the emergency.

• The Town can request and obtain vital supplies, equipment and other 
resources needed for the preservation of life and property (i.e., sandbags 
or additional contract services) and can request outside resources and 
personnel from the State or other agencies (i.e., Incident 
Management Teams or CAL FIRE crews).

• Requests for outside assistance for emergency response 
can take 48-72 hours to respond. Be prepared! 
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By Gayla WolfST. PATS PARTY
Nobody celebrates St. Patrick's 

Day like the OLPH Church in 
Bishop. 

TAMARACK 
CROSS-COUNTRY 

MARATHON

LEARN MORE

760.934.5839

APRIL 2, 2023
Join us for a fundraising event benefitting the Eastern 
Sierra Nordic Ski Association featuring both classic 
and skate skiing with awards for 3K, 10K, 21K, and 42K 
distances, and a prize raffle. Sign up to race, or come 
cheer on the participants and ring your cowbells as 
they cruise through the Mammoth Lakes Basin.
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Join us for a fundraising event benefitting the Eastern 
Sierra Nordic Ski Association featuring both classic 
and skate skiing with awards for 3K, 10K, 21K, and 42K 
distances, and a prize raffle. Sign up to race, or come 
cheer on the participants and ring your cowbells as 
they cruise through the Mammoth Lakes Basin.

"Collin" Erbeck.

Little Blue Eyes ... 

Knights of Columbus; Amparo in the middle. 

John Harris selling tix to Father Gracey 

The Kid's Raffle ticket helpers. Scott and Vickie Piercey



A NEW
HOME 

FOR 
FAMILY

FUN
ONLY A FEW HOMES REMAIN! 

SCHEDULE A PRIVATE TOUR TODAY.

MOVE-IN BEFORE WINTER, CALL FOR CURRENT AVAILABILITY! 
Luxury Mountain Retreats With Miles of Trails, Open Space & Room To Breathe Near Mammoth Mountain.Luxury Mountain Retreats With Miles of Trails, Open Space & Room To Breathe Near Mammoth Mountain.

UP TO 3 BEDS & FLEX ROOM. UP TO 2,184 SQ. FT. • SALES (760)-934-3334 • LIVECREEKHOUSE.COM

All information subject to change. The Snowcreek Property Company. CalDRE #01812140.All information subject to change. The Snowcreek Property Company. CalDRE #01812140.
2022. All rights reserved.2022. All rights reserved.

ANOTHER LUXURY DEVELOPMENT BY THE CHADMAR GROUP
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