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Dog sled business fate hangs in the balance
By Fisher 

more DOGS, pg. 8

Last week, Disabled Sports Eastern Sierra (DSES) volunteers and 
participants explored Mammoth Mountain's terrain for two adaptive 
mountain biking camps. For more photos, see page 13.
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On July 23, the Mammoth 
Lakes Fire Protection 
District (MLFPD) held 

a public meeting to discuss a 
potential ballot measure aimed 
at fortifying the community’s 
defenses against the threat of 
wildfires. 

The meeting, led by Fire 
Chief Ales Tomaier, highlighted 
those challenges faced by the 
district concerning emergency 
response and protection servic-
es, and the proposed solutions 
made viable through a special 
tax measure. The Board voted 
in favor to adopt a resolution 

FIRE ON THE BALLOT
MLFPD approves resolution for special tax measure
By Milender

requesting a vote on that spe-
cial tax in November.

The measure will ask: 

“To reduce the risk of wild-
fires, maintain and improve 
rapid response times for 9-1-1 
emergency services, attract, 
retain, and train qualified 
firefighters, and fund defensible 
space programs to improve 
wildfire prevention, shall the 
Mammoth Lakes Fire Protection 
District ordinance levying $98 
per parcel for nine years be ad-
opted, providing approximately 
$925,000 annually in locally 

controlled funding, an optional 
yearly increase not to exceed 
CPI, with senior and low-in-
come exemptions, independent 
oversight, annual audits and all 
money spent locally?”

“The most significant long-
term threat to the Fire District, 
community members, and the 
economic driver for the region 
is catastrophic wildfire,” stated 
Chief Tomaier in a staff report 
for the Mammoth Lakes Cham-
ber of Commerce, produced 
after the meeting. He empha-
sized that the district lacks the 

In the quiet outskirts of 
town, 16 dusty huskies and 
their caretaker comprise the 

core crew of Mammoth Dog 
Sled Teams, one of California's 
last bastions of mushing tradi-
tion.

But this town relic may soon 
become a parking lot for van-
lifers.

The lease between Ouimet 
and Mono county expired in 
late December, and the land 
was earmarked for a safe 
employee parking area, said 
Sandra Moberly, Mono County 
Administrative Officer.

“I've always thought ‘I want 
to end on my terms,’” owner 
Jim Ouimet said. “But I might 
be ending on somebody else's 
terms.”

The county is seeking lawful 
return of possession, Moberly 
said.

Delays from the eviction 
process have pushed back the 
construction start date beyond 
its anticipated start this winter, 
said Public Works Director 
Haislip Hayes. 

The project is a joint effort 
involving Mono County, the 
Town of Mammoth Lakes, and 
Mammoth Mountain Ski Area.

“If [Ouimet] were to leave to-

morrow, we'd pull it together,” 
Hayes said. “But it's not looking 
like that's going to be the case.”

The County offered Ouimet 
$3,000 to assist in his move, but 
he did not accept the funding, 
Moberly said.

The stakeholders are con-
sidering an alternative site as a 
pilot program, but it’s not set in 
stone yet. 

Ouimet has occupied the 
land for over two decades. He 
first signed the lease in 2003 
and the county renewed it in 
2014 with a stipulation that it 
cannot be renewed again in the 
future. 

He was required to vacate 
on January 1 and was served a 
notice of termination on Febru-
ary 21, Moberly said. County 
staff has since spoken with him 
several times about the cessa-
tion of the lease.

Under the lease, Ouimet paid 
$500 monthly rent plus prop-
erty taxes and utilities, main-
taining the property solely for 
his sled dog business.

“I thought the terms were 
negotiable to restart the lease,” 
Ouimet said. “I'm not trying 
to start a war here – not yet, at 
least.” This Sunday, the Mammoth Lakes Firefighter's Foundation hosts the 52nd Annual 

Firefighter's Picnic... and the last. See letter (page 4) and calendar (page 10) for details.
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GRAND ENTRANCE
I’ve used this reference before, but what the hell, I’ll use it again. 

The Kamala Harris honeymoon over the past week makes me think of the 
scene in National Lampoon’s Vacation where Clark Griswold (Chevy Chase) is 
haggling with a car dealer played by Eugene Levy. 

And Levy is trying to sell Griswold a “Family Truckster,” but Griswold is 
dubious. 

Levy: “If you think you hate it now, just wait’ll you drive it.” 

Kamala has all the rizz of the wallpaper in your grandmother’s living room. 
I imagine she’ll be hardly tolerable by November. 
And yet, she’s vastly superior to the alternative. 
In regard to Biden’s stepping down, I think it’s pretty funny … the idea that 

Republicans want to sue to keep Harris off the ballot. 
Yet the same folks contend Biden is unfit for office and should resign the 

presidency immediately. 
Yet, yet, yet … 
Get over it. Gamesmanship is an element of politics. Like Mitch McConnell 

squashing/delaying what should have been Obama’s last supreme court pick 
until after the 2016 election. 

No one wants a game decided by forfeit. So it’s time for Republicans to put 
on their big boy pants and play the damn game. 

And they can’t blame J.D. Vance on anyone but themselves.

Myself, I’m stuck in no-man’s land politically because I give a shit about 
debt-fueled excess and worrying about debt is just so passé. 

Because politicians of both stripes have long abdicated that responsibility - 
of managing finances and balancing a budget. 

On the federal level, they just kick that can down to the Fed, which prints 
more money. 

On a local level, we simply invent new taxes to feed our appetites. 
Taxes, which we insist, are best “paid by other people.” 
As if those other people don’t respond by jacking the taxes “on other people” 

in their own towns ... Mr. Rogitz has it right in his letter on page four. 
Tax hikes are boomerangs. So … instead of raising the rate, maybe temper 

your political aspirations. Does the Parcel really have to get built at Mach 7 
speed? 

I mean, I shave with a Mach 3 and it works just fine. 

I had an interesting conversation this week with a person who suggested to 
me that voting for Harris will “save democracy.”

My response: Hardly. 
If you have a guy elected to run the country who is no longer up to the task, 

by definition his advisors step into the breach and set the agenda and run the 
government. So you have unelecteds running the country. 

Is that any more democratic than having an elected demagogue/tyrant run 
the country? 

Grandstand

A woman named Lana Grand applied for and was appointed to Mammoth‘s 
Planning and Economic Development Commission. The Sheet has reached 
out to Grand multiple times asking for an interview. 

She turned us down.
“Being newly appointed to the Planning and Economic Development Com-

mission, I’m focusing on getting familiar with the position, understanding all 
aspects of my new responsibilities, and beginning my work effectively,” she 
wrote in an email.

In her July 8 application to the commission, Grand listed two critical civic 
experiences: her role as a small business owner from 2016-2020 and her cur-
rent role as an E-commerce business owner.

She did not list the names or addresses of either of these entrepreneurial 
pursuits. She also did not include any relevant experience or expertise.

She left the box asking how long she’s lived in Mammoth empty.
Her administrative business position does not seem to deter her from mak-

ing meetings, as she marked she was available for both morning and evening 
time slots. 

On her application, she said she had attended roughly five Planning and 
Economic Development Commission meetings so far, and wrote she is “par-
ticularly interested in sustainable development and community growth.”

She named her top three priorities as affordable housing, smart growth and 
urban planning and economic development incentives.

“While I’m enthusiastic about the majority of activities undertaken by the 
Commission, I find administrative tasks less engaging,” she stated in her ap-
plication. “However, I recognize the importance of these activities and I am 
fully committed to performing these duties diligently.”

Grand lists her residential address as Lupin Street. She will take office 
August 14 and immediately be asked to vote on a 176-unit development at 
Snowcreek. 

Horseback Rides

Get into the wilderness!

Join us for a day 
in the Sierra...
Spend a leisurely day on horseback 
exploring the beauty of Rock Creek 
Canyon and Little Lakes Valley. 
Enjoy a complimentary lunch at our 
favorite picnic spot with our guides!
Just 35 min. from Mammoth/Bishop

Rock Creek Lake (2hr) ............ $90

Panorama Ride (2hr) ................ $90

Little Lakes Valley Overlook
(2.5 hrs) ..............................................$120

Half-Day Scenic Ride (4hr) ....$145

Day in the Sierra
(6hr + lunch) ...................................$165

All-Day Fishing/Scenic Ride 
(8hr + lunch) ...................................$195

Book Online 
OR CALL 
(760) 935-4493

RIDES

RockCreekPackStation.com



Mammoth Lakes, California, has been the Real Unreal since the beginning. And it remains 
one of the most extraordinary natural landscapes around, off ering endless opportunities 
for adventure. Let’s all make sure it stays just as awe-inspiring for future generations by 
being responsible stewards of the land throughout our journeys. Learn how you can help 
#KeepMammothUnreal at VisitMammoth.com/sustainability.

T H E  rEAL U N R E A L

Mammoth Lakes, California, has been the Real Unreal since the beginning. And it remains 
one of the most extraordinary natural landscapes around, off ering endless opportunities 
for adventure. Let’s all make sure it stays just as awe-inspiring for future generations by 
being responsible stewards of the land throughout our journeys. Learn how you can help 
#KeepMammothUnreal at 

T H E  rEALrEALr  U N R E A L U N R E A LEAL U N R E A LEAL

TM

– NOTHING HAS CHANGED –

HERE FOR MILLENNIA.
Let ’s Keep It That Way.
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LOCAL BRIEFSLETTERS
Circle jerk of a scam 

Jack, 

I’ve been absent minded of late and 
haven’t visited The Sheet for a while. 
Glad I checked in.

 Seems the Town and the County are 
both in the tax-grabbing business – but 
it will be OK, because TOT comes from 
them flatlanders, not from us. Except for 
one thing. Every other jurisdiction does 
the same thing, telling its locals that 
the tourist taxes are being raised not 
on them but on “outsiders”. It’s a circle 
jerk of a scam government is pulling, 
raising taxes and telling the gullible 
locals that only others will be on the 
hook while the locals skate, until the 
locals travel elsewhere where they must 
pay the tourist taxes sold by other towns 
to other gullible citizens. It’s a perfect 
con and no one ever seems to catch on. 
Don’t believe me? Next time you leave 
town check out your hotel bill and read 
the fine print.

 The Sheet then reports on some-
thing the Town is doing a little more 
novel – starting us down the road of a 
surveillance state using cameras to find 
hot cars. But trust us, no face recogni-
tion! And we swear the data will be 
dumped after 30 days if not used. It’s 
for a good cause – who doesn’t want to 
find hot cars? And when face recogni-
tion is added (give it a year or two) it 
also will be for a good cause, namely, 
catching crooks or helping with Amber 
alerts. You got anything against catch-

ing crooks or finding lost kids? There are 
indeed manifold excellent reasons for 
mass surveillance, starting with public 
safety. Which is fine, so long as govern-
ment can be eternally trusted not to 
misuse the information, at which point 
public safety flips and becomes public 
peril. But that won’t happen. Not in 
Mammoth. Don’t worry, be happy. We 
have loads of marijuana dispensaries to 
keep you chill. Just remember to smile 
for the camera. It’s for your own good, 
you know.
 

John Rogitz
Mammoth Lakes

The Last Picnic

Hello Sheet News,

   On Sunday the 27th, the MLFD (Mam-
moth Lakes Fire Dept.) will host "The 
Last Picnic."  

Originally founded after the historic 
winter of 1969, the local volunteers of 
the MLFD created the "Fireman's Pic-
nic," a fun, family-style event featuring 
classic Picnic events: tug o' war, three-
legged races, greased pole climbs for 
$$$, greased pigs, money in the hay, pie, 
watermelon eating, et. al. with the Fire 
Dept. playing host. 

All the local kids were entertained for 
a day. And the Picnic grew. We added a 
day of canoe racing on Horseshoe Lake 
...  a full weekend of events that began 
the summer of 1970. Longest running 
event in Town. Fifty Four Years. Now 
it's ending. The FOG (Funny Old Guys/
Girls) will be here to say goodbye.     

James Quinby
Grants Pass, Ore.

College student dies on Half Dome 

From an NBC News wire report from 
Wednesday ... 

Grace Rohloff, 20, described as an 
Arizona college student, died following 
a slip-and-fall on the Half Dome cables 
during her ascent. 

Her father Jonathan Rohloff told NBC 
she slipped on a wet portion of the rock 
and fell down the side of the mountain 
during a sudden thunderstorm and 
downpour. 

"She told me it was something that 
was on her bucket list, that she always 
wanted to do, and she was so happy 
about it ... There's no way ten minutes 
before, when she was up there smiling 
ear to ear, that I thought I only had ten 
minutes left with her." 

Hiking Half Dome requires a permit. 
A roundtrip hike to the summit covers 
approximately 14 miles. 

Man rescued after burning feet 
in sand dunes

 
DEATH VALLEY, Calif. – A man was 
rescued after suffering full-thickness 
burns on his feet at Mesquite Flat Sand 
Dunes in Death Valley National Park on 
Saturday, July 20.

 Park rangers believe the man (42, 
from Belgium) was taking a short walk 
on the sand dunes when he lost his 
shoes. Due to communication chal-
lenges, park rangers were not able to 
determine if his flip flops broke or were 
lost in sand. The ground temperature 
would have been much hotter that air 
temperature, which was around 123°F.

 The man's family called for help and 
recruited other park visitors who carried 
the man to the parking lot.

 Park rangers determined the man 
needed to be transported to a hospital 
quickly due to his burns and pain level. 
Mercy Air's helicopter was not able 

to safely land in Death Valley due to 
extreme temperatures, which reduce 
rotor lift. Park rangers transported the 
man in an ambulance to a landing zone 
at higher elevation, which was 109°F.  
Mercy Air transported the man to Uni-
versity Medical Center in Las Vegas.

 Park rangers recommend that sum-
mer travelers to Death Valley National 
Park stay within a 10 minute walk of an 
air conditioned vehicle, not hike after 
10 am, drink plenty of water, eat salty 
snacks, and wear a hat and sunscreen.

Parcel Ribbon-Cutting/Groundbreaking

The Town of Mammoth Lakes in part-
nership with Pacific West Communities, 
Inc. is celebrating the opening of “The 
Sawyer” – Phase 1 of The Parcel afford-
able housing project and the ground-
breaking for "The Kingfisher" – Phase 2 
of The Parcel. 

The event will take place on Wednes-
day, August 7, 2024, from 12-2 p.m. 
at The Parcel Park and attendees are 
encouraged to arrive to the site via pub-
lic transit  (Purple Line from the Town 
Park N’ Ride) as public parking will be 
limited. 

The community is cordially invited 
to attend the festivities that will feature 
speeches, complimentary food and 
drinks hosted by the Mammoth Lakes 
Police Department, tours of The Sawyer, 
playground, and childcare facility, and 
informational booths from the project 
partners highlighting their involvement 
in this much-needed community proj-
ect and the services being provided. 

Purchased by the Town in 2018, 
The Parcel affordable housing project 
will have multiple phases built over 
several years. More than 500 units are 
contemplated at full build-out. “The 
Sawyer” (Phase 1) includes 81 units (80 
affordable units and 1 manager’s unit), 
a child-care facility, and a public park. 
Funding came from a variety of sources, 
including the State Infill Infrastructure 
Grant program, the California Hous-
ing Accelerator program and town and 
county matches. 
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SAVE UP TO 32% 
WITH A QUAD PACK

Only $175Experience the ultimate mountain 
biking adventure at Mammoth Bike 
Park with the Quad Pack and save up 
to 32% on four anytime tickets. Perfect 
for a long weekend or a few trips.

LOCAL NEWS
MASTER OF THE MALL 
By Fisher

If there’s one thing Mammoth needs 
more of, it’s breweries. Or at least, 
that’s what BISON Partners thinks. 

It is the retail investment company 
renovating a portion of the Mammoth 
Mall into the “Outpost,” which will 
house FiftyFifty brewing, a restaurant 
and tavern based out of Truckee under 
the parent company Truckee Craft 
Ventures. 

“I think that this is going to be a 
meaningful upgrade for the town that’s 
going to help activate old Mammoth 
Road similar to the way the Outbound 
hotel has,” project manager Philip Voor-
hees said.

BISON Partners, based out of Irvine, 
recapitalized their partnership on the 
property in early 2023, but had plans 
for this renovation in the fall of 2022, 
Voorhees said. 

The renovation has a price tag of more 
than $5 million. 

Mammoth Mall, located at the in-
tersection of Old Mammoth Road and 
Tavern Road, is occupied by Good Life 
Cafe, Verizon, Yosemite Axe throwing, 
and other local businesses. 

Construction has affected business, 
said Good Life Cafe server Oscar Car-
rillo. Above their storefront is a tempo-
rary sign which reads “OPEN NOW” in 

capitalized red letters. 
“A lot of people think that we’re 

closed,” he said. “That’s part of the prob-
lem. I mean, it’s not the whole problem, 
but it’s a big factor.”

Building management has shifted 
many times in Carrillo’s time at the 
Good Life Cafe, and the vision for the 
property changes with each new acqui-
sition, he said.

Most of the businesses currently 
housed on the property plan to remain 
open throughout and beyond construc-
tion, said Nolan Bobroff, Community & 
Economic Development Director.

“There’s one or two [businesses] 
that were sort of drains on parking and 
didn’t really add much to the overall 
project,” said Voorhees. “I’d say we kept 
probably 95% of the existing tenants 
here.”

Voorhees refused to name the evicted 
businesses.

The permit for the renovation was ap-
proved July 10 and construction began 
shortly after. 

Vorhees expects the exterior portion 
of the project to be substantially com-
plete between October and November, 
with the brewery open and operating by 
summer 2025. The offices in the build-
ing are on track to be finished by fall of 

2025.
“The city has been extremely support-

ive of the project and provided us great 
feedback, which is why I think we’re go-
ing to be able to execute the project in a 
pretty compressed time,” Voorhees said.

The renovation replaces the building’s 
rotten exterior wood with hardy board, 
a concrete material that is fire-resistant 
and more durable though snow. 

The brewery will cover approximately 

6,700-square feet over two levels with 
an additional 2,800-square foot outdoor 
area.

“I don’t want to see Mammoth grow, 
but I want to see the very best version of 
it come through,” Voorhees said.

This project is just the beginning for 
BISON property’s vision to revitalize 
Mammoth. They already have other 
plans in the works, Voorhees said.

Odds are on FiftyFifty at the Mammoth Mall



PICKLE BALLERS!
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FAIR COMPETITION

The Mammoth Hospital Foundation hosted its first pickleball tournament on Saturday, July 20 at 
the Mammoth Lakes Pickleball Complex. All proceeds of the event benefited Rhiannon’s Kids which 
offers financial aid to families of pediatric patients needing specialized medical and dental care out-
side the area. Results below.
 

A Division Champions: Bruce Burton & Carey Sigmen (pictured above left)
A Division Runner-Ups: Karen Kasten & Laura Burton
B Division Champions: Tom Gaunt & Steve Clark (pictured above right)
B Division Runner-Ups: Juliane Liles & Adam Gaunt

WHERE
YOU
BELONG

SUMMER

Membership
POOL & RECZONE

NEW

Scan to learn more about activities

July is

PARK    REC
MONTH!

 MammothParksAndRec.com   •    (760) 965-3690
 ParksAndRec@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov   
 Mammoth Parks N Rec   •    Mammoth_ParksnRec

July is

FREEFREE swim sundays  
at whitmore pool

FREEFREE fun Fridays  
at mammoth reczone  

MARKET RATES

After much hand-wringing and despair, the traditional Wednesday Farmers Market at the Promenade has returned. Rick Devore (dark windbreaker, 
center, facing camera) said his Apple Hill Ranch has been back for two weeks, following mall owners Steve and Dennis Park’s generous decision to pay off 
the town (some $700) for “permit fees.” How the town could cash that check in good conscience is beyond me. -Lunch

It’s time to indulge your crafty and 
creative self! Enter to win at the upcom-
ing Tri-County Fair in any one of several 
categories.

The fair book can be found online at the 
Bishop Tri-County fair website (tricoun-
tyfair.com). Hard copies can be obtained 
at the fair office. Enter online at tricounty-
fairjla.fairview.com before August 18, 2024 
at 5 p.m. If you prefer to enter in person, 
entry forms can be dropped off at the 
southwest door of the main office from 
8/12/24 through 8/18/24 from 9-5 daily. 

This year, the always popular Baking 
Contests are the Oatmeal Cookie contest 
and the Cherry Pie contest. Social Media 
Videos is a new category in the computer 
department. You can do a lip sync video, 
a duet, funny pet video and much more! 
You can have sound or not - - just keep 
it short and snappy for about 30 to 90 
seconds.

The Agriculture Department is where 
you would enter your fruits and veg-

etables as well as honey, seeds, grains, hay 
bales and your scarecrows! The scare-
crow contest might be a fun thing to do 
with your family. You can also enter any 
unusual garden item as long as it is not a 
weed. *Lunch addendum - or weed

There are a couple of categories where 
you don’t have to make anything – such as 
Antiques and Collections.

For those who sew and make things 
with fiber, there are two departments that 
might be of interest:  Clothing and Textiles 
and Quilts. These are the departments 
to enter if you sew, weave, crochet, spin, 
knit, etc.

Other categories include Floraculture, 
Fine Arts and Photography, Preserved 
Foods, Handicrafts and more. See you at 
the Fair over Labor Day weekend.

Mammoth’s Planning and Economic 
Development Commission postponed 
the main agenda item, the approval of 
the “Snowcreek VIII Phase I” project at 
their meeting on Wednesday, until Au-
gust 14 due to improper public noticing.

The notice documents had stated the 
project contemplated 159 units versus 
176. Oops. 

Current PEDC  Commissioners Paul 
Chang, Jessica Kennedy and Jen Burrows 
will thus miss out on the fun, as their 
commission terms expire July 31.

They will be replaced by longtime lo-
cals Dawn Vereuck, Cynthia Fleming and 
a woman named Lana Grand who has 
refused a Sheet interview - so ... I guess 
we’ll meet her in August. Her application 
stated that she is an e-commerce busi-
ness owner and has attended approxi-
mately five PEDC meetings. More about 
her application on page two. 

As a result, Wednesday’s discussions 
primarily focused on the 2024-2025 
5-Year Capital Improvement Plan (CIP).

Staff presented the current CIP projects 
to the Town Council during budget hear-
ings in June. The Council approved the 
plan, procedures, and projects, which 
were then reviewed and funded on June 
21. Many of these projects have carried 
over from previous years.

“There are currently about $150 million 
[in projects] that the town is facilitating 
going on right now,” Public Works Direc-
tor Haislip Hayes said. 

Here’s where that money is going: the 

new Town Civic Center, which will house 
the new town hall and offices. Construc-
tion is scheduled to commence this 
week.

Located on Tavern Road, the building 
is conceptually divided into three parts: 
public, semi-private, and business opera-
tions, according to the building plan.

Public areas include a main lobby, rest-
rooms, and conference rooms. Addition-
ally, there will be Town Council cham-
bers, meeting rooms, and a two-story 
administrative office supporting various 
town departments’ operations.

The project will be funded by a $29.5 
million bond and general fund allocation 
for basic construction, an increase from 
the initial estimate of $27 million due to 
insurance costs.

“Parcel Park” is nearing completion, 
with a ribbon-cutting scheduled for 
August 7. The park features playgrounds, 
restrooms, a shade structure, a barbecue 
area, and informational signs.

The park will be open to everyone, not 
just Parcel residents.

Construction is also underway for a 
climbing area at Mammoth Creek Park 
and for adding public restrooms to the 
Dog Park and Shady Rest Park.

The Mammoth Arts and Cultural 
Center (MACC), a proposed $15.5 million 
theater project, is expected to go out to 
bid in August with an anticipated con-
tract award in October.

			   -Fisher

PEDC POSTPONEMENT
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MLFPD
continued from page 1

Complete Festival Schedule at 
ChamberMusicUnbound.org

Tickets:
At the door on concert nights,
ChamberMusicUnbound.org

or at Booky Joint near Vons

CERRO COSO COLLEGE,
MAMMOTH LAKES, CA

2024

estival

Wednesday
& Friday

Evening
& Sunday

Afternoon Concerts

Hilda Herrera Adler, Jo Bacon, Roy & Jane Gillam,
Joyce P. Kaufman & Robert B. Marks, Roger & Ruth 
MacFarlane,Valerie Mackay, Donald Sage

WITH SPONSORSHIP FROM: 

july
17  28to 

necessary resources to tackle this 
stressor effectively. An inability of the 
federal government to staff fire engines 
within the region has exacerbated the 
issue, highlighting the urgent need for 
increased local response capacity and 
enhanced mitigation tactics.

Moreover, says the chief, “Miti-
gations help reduce risk primarily 
through fuels reduction and structure 
hardening. In addition to the impacts 
on life and property in the event of a 
wildfire, market realizations have led 
to changes in insurance premiums that 
are unsustainable.

In other words, by reducing risk, cost 
may similarly be reduced.

In response to increasing wildfire 
risks, the MLFPD established its Wild-
land Program in the summer of 2023, 
supported by a three-year CAL FIRE 
California Climate Investments Grant. 
This program focuses on the mitiga-
tion of wildfire risk through defensible 
space work and maintaining a quali-
fied workforce to respond to wildfires.

Further funding from the proposed 
tax measure would allow the continu-
ation and expansion of the Wildland 
Program—a necessity, according to 
the MLFPD’s administration, given the 
area’s vulnerability to natural disasters 
including wildfire, as well as earth-
quakes and propane explosions.

Recent fires in Mono County, such 
as the 2015 Round Fire and the 2020 
Mountain View Fire, have demonstrat-
ed that vulnerability to wildfire within 
surrounding communities. A similar 
incident in Mammoth Lakes, says To-
maier, could severely disrupt the lives 
of residents and the region’s economic 
stability.

With a jurisdiction spanning 24 
square miles, 1.5 million square feet of 
commercial development, and serving 
a population between 7,500 and 40,000 
depending on visitation, the District 
has reported a strain on its resources. 
Despite those service-level stresses, 
the MLFPD does not benefit directly 
from the Town’s transient occupancy 
tax (TOT), which contributes signifi-
cantly to the town’s revenue.

The July 23 meeting featured exten-
sive public comment between resi-
dents and the MLFPD Board regarding 
the special tax intended to compensate 
for the District’s resource shortfall.

Longtime resident David Smith 

raised concerns about the definition 
and criteria for low-income and senior 
exemptions. Chief Tomaier clarified 
that seniors aged 65 and older would 
qualify for exemptions regardless of 
income, provided they complete the 
necessary application.

“We are providing essentially two 
provisions,” said Chief Tomaier. “Any-
one who is 65 and over … is exempt. 
Separate from that, if you meet the 
requirements as low-income, you can 
be exempted. Anyone who fits both of 
those categories is also exempt.”

Brian Guizot asked about the tax’s 
applicability to condominiums and 
the potential impact of inflation on 
the measure’s efficacy. Chief Tomaier 
confirmed that the tax would apply 
to all parcels, including those with 
condominiums, and explained that 
the measure’s built-in Consumer Price 
Index (CPI) adjustment would account 
for inflation.

Firefighter and EMT Captain Mi-
chael Payne, speaking both as a local 
resident and as a member of MLFD, 
emphasized the need for transparency 
and clear communication about the 
measure’s benefits and costs before 
the public. He advised focusing on 
the tangible improvements in wildfire 
safety and emergency response that 
the tax would fund, rather than relying 
on fear-based messaging.

“I think if we’d done that the last 
time we flew this, it would have 
passed,” said Payne, referring to a 
special tax previously proposed by the 
District, but falling short of approval by 
2 votes in 2020.

If approved in November, the special 
tax measure would expire after nine 
years and could not be renewed with-
out voter approval. This sunset clause 
provides a mechanism for the commu-
nity to reassess the district’s perfor-
mance and the continued necessity of 
the tax.
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The Mammoth Dog Sled Teams office 
building was a retired sheriff substation 
when Ouimet first moved to the prop-
erty. 

The county is unsure whether they will 
demolish the building or reuse it once 
they repossess the land, Moberly said.

“I brought in power, got the water sys-
tem working, gas, propane,” Ouimet said. 
“With my time, my energy, my work, my 
money”

The building’s past life shines through, 
from its concrete floors to its acoustic 
ceilings. The old freezer has been reap-
propriated to hold meat for the dogs, 
and the winter staff meets in the former 
morgue.

Ironically, though, framed cutouts of 
luxury brand catalogs and movie scenes 
adorn the walls of the humble shelter; 
their subjects are all former and current 
generations of Ouimet’s dogs.

Mammoth Dog Sled Teams is among 
the last Californian mushing companies, 
and is the sole canine sledding service 
provider in the area. 

The rural kennel’s proximity to Hol-
lywood has made it a ready photo op-
portunity for big production companies 
such as Vogue, Animal Planet and Ralph 
Lauren. 

Despite increasingly harsh winters, 
the unique attraction has kept business 
steady.

“If we had Mother Nature cooperate 
with us, we would be killing it,” Ouimet 
said. “I have more phone calls than I can 
do work in a day.”

This land dispute isn't Ouimet's first 

relocation challenge—it's his fifth. 
He left his first property because he 

had too many dogs, which violated a 
town ordinance. 

He then moved to an industrial park, 
then to Sierra Meadows for a year before 
the Forest Service ordered him to move.

He moved again to a different indus-
trial park, but was displaced when the 
landowner turned the land into a gas 
station.

He left his penultimate property due to 
financial constraints.

He's currently on the hunt for new land 
that can accommodate his dogs' needs. 
He requires at least an acre, but the op-
tions are bleak.

Even if he secures new land, rebuilding 
would remain a formidable challenge for 
Ouimet.

“I would be starting all over again, 
basically going right back to being a cave-
man,” he said. “I mean, I would basically, 
once again, be starting all over again.”

Ouimet has received backlash and 
complaints on his business for years, 
though Animal Services has yet to find an 
issue with his caretaking.

The dogs stay outside most of the time, 
regardless of weather. Adult dogs are 
chained to individual shelters with water 
bowls, unless pregnant or injured.

“I've kept a clean kennel all these 
years. My records are up to date: I run a 
clean ship,” Ouimet said. “It's just, I don't 
know. Other people think it's cruel.”

This month, Mono County Animal Ser-
vices received two reports alleging that 
Ouimet's dogs were chained in the hot 

sun without adequate water, prompting 
an investigation by Field Services Officer 
Emily Hartman.

The investigation stalled initially 
because the agency couldn't locate the 
contract between Ouimet and the county 
signed by the previous owner, Hartman 
explained. This contract was a special 
memorandum of understanding grant-
ing Ouimet certain privileges due to the 
leased land.

After a few days, they did find the 
contract, but it had no expiration date, 
letterhead or signage. 

If Mammoth Dog Sled Teams survives 

the drama, Animal Services wants to 
amend and update the memorandum for 
the future, Hartman said.

Regardless, in a June 6 visit to the facil-
ity, Animal Services found the conditions 
of the contract were being met and the 
dogs were found in good health.

“They had shade and water and [Oui-
met] told me that they were frequently 
swapped out into the yard,” Animal Ser-
vices wrote in their case notes. “He told 
me that they were not chained for longer 
than 3 hours in a 24-hour period. All dogs 
were healthy and had good tempera-
ments.”



Hole in the Wall - Christian Pondella

Autumn on the Lake, Convict Lake - Blake DeBock

Crowley Sunset Fireworks - Bob Kent

Clearing Summer Storm, Cathedral Peak, Yosemite NP - John Dittli

A Silent Auction of 
Traditional and Digital 
Images from Sierra 
Nevada Photography 
Pros benefitting:

Bidding runs 
August 1st - August 16th 

Sign-up for free using the QR code



*WEEKLY TRIVIA RETURNS TO MSP! WEDNESDAYS @ 6:30
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Beer lovers’ candy store
Selection of more than 300 beers

AT A CERTAIN POINT, IT’S TIME TO 
RETIRE JOE AND MOVE ONTO BEER!

MAMMOTH LIQUOR

934.6260                Main St. Next to Rick’s

calendar of events
BARS & MUSIC
Happy Hour/
The Liberty Sports Bar and Grill 
Pursuit of Happiness Hour Daily 3-6 
p.m. Live Music. Best viewing spot in 
town for live sports, other than across 
the parking lot @ Main Street Pizza 
and Tap. 
Outlaw Saloon Happy Hour Monday 
through Friday from 4-6 p.m. 
The Mogul happy hour 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
in the bar. Food and drink specials. 
Lakanuki happy hour 3-6 p.m. daily 
AND karaoke every Sunday, starting at 
8:30 p.m.
Main Street Pizza - See ad this page 
for details. 

Friday, July 26/
Clay Colton Band (Americana, 
Country, Rock) plays Liberty in 
Mammoth. Time: Night. 

Saturday, July 27/
Mammoth All Stars play Liberty. 
Come for the music, stay for the 
Mountain Funk Soul Dance Party.
“Party on the Mountain” @ JMSA. 
Time: 3-8 p.m. Brews, BBQ and the 
Clay Colton Band. 12 & under free. 
Free shuttles to/from Mammoth. Info: 
junemountain.com

Sunday, July 28/
Live Music with Hay Blackbird @ 
Cardinal Village Resort from 1:00 p.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. No cover charge.

Monday, July 29/
Free Concert in Bishop City Park
under the gazebo 8 to 9 every Monday 
evening. Bring a chair, picnic dinner 
& friends. Dancing encouraged! And, 
if you ever played an instrument in 
high school, pick it up and come play 
along, no practice needed.

Wednesday, July 31/
Weekly Pool Tournament @ Distant 
Brewing. Hosted by Eastern Sierra 
Pool from 4:30-9:30 p.m.

August 1-August 4/
Mammoth Festival of Beers and 
Bluesapalooza is a 4-day music and 
beer festival located at The Woods Site 
in Mammoth Lakes, CA. For tickets 
and more information, see ad p. 14. 

TOWN STUFF

TOWN STUFF

A Mammoth Tradition

Since 1970

 644  Old  Mammoth Road (760) 934-2821

Friday, July 26/
Swing by the Downtown Bishop 
Market for live music, artisans, 
products of the region, food booths, 
beer/cocktails, local produce, farmer’s 
market and fun for the whole family! 
New Location - on Church Street, 
between Warren & Fowler. Behind City 
Hall. Time: 6:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Creative Tap @ 1903 Taphouse & Co. 
in Bishop. Come join, and make a mini 
art gallery—This is an opportunity to 
collaborate and create a temporary 
art installation as a community. There 
will be paint available and all styles are 
welcome! Time: 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

July 26-July 27/
Mammoth VillageFest @ The Village 
Plaza. Enjoy delicious food and drinks 
from local vendors, while listening to 
live rock ‘n’ roll! Come by Friday and 
Saturday from 4:00 p.m. to 9:45 p.m.

July 26-July 28/
50th Annual Open Air Arts & Crafts 
Fair @ Kittredge Sports from 10:00 

Manor Rd. Time: 3-5 p.m. For more 
info, see ad p. 5

August 1-5/
Golden Trout Wilderness Fence 
Removal Join Friends of the Inyo and 
USFS on a Volunteer Work-Week to 
remove defunct grazing structures 
from alpine meadows. This is a 5 
day, 4 night overnight remote trip. 
FREE and intended for those who are 
familiar with the backcountry and 
have their own camping gear. See 
friendsoftheinyo.org for details.

Saturday, August 3/
Death Valley Brill Car Train Rides @ 
Laws Railroad Museum. Experience 
a vintage train ride on a 1920s era 
motorcar rail ride. For more info, see 
lawsmuseum.org

August 6-18/
Mammoth Shakespeare Festival, 
featuring two productions on alternate 
nights (“Merry Wives of Windsor” and 
“The Winter’s Tale”) plays outdoors at 
Eagle Lodge. For more info, see ad p. 
14. 

August 7/
Parcel ribbon-cutting/
groundbreaking event. Location: The 
Parcel. Time: 12-2 p.m. Refreshments 
provided courtesy of the MLPD. 

TOWN STUFF
a.m. to 5:00 p.m., everyday. Shop for 
handcrafted treasures, get to know the 
artists, and learn the stories behind 
each piece they make. Live music from 
11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Saturday, July 27/
35th Annual Kids Fishing Festival in 
Mammoth Lakes @ Snowcreek Resort 
Ponds from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. FREE 
for kids 14 & under. Rods, reels, & 
tackle provided - or bring your own.
Mammoth Lakes Trail Day hosted 
by the Town of Mammoth Lakes and 
Inyo National Forest. Meet at 9:00 a.m., 
Horseshoe Lake Trailhead, for free 
breakfast and coffee, and work on trail 
maintenance, landscape restoration, 
and general cleanup. 
Death Valley Planetarium Tour FREE 
at 10:00 a.m., 11:00 AM, 12:00 PM, 2:00 
PM, 3:00 PM. Join a ranger during the 
day for a tour of the night sky in the 
park’s planetarium! Meet at Furnace 
Creek Visitor Center.

Sunday, July 28/
“The Last [Fireman’s] Picnic.” 
Location: Shady Rest Park. Time: 11 
a.m. ‘til 3 p.m. For a little background, 
see letter p. 4. 

Tuesday, July 30/
Eastern Sierra Community Housing 
groundbreaking ceremony for the 
Access Apartments (former Country 
Glass site) in Mammoth at 238 Sierra 

LUNCH SPECIALS
Monday-Thursday, 11am-2pm

Superlative East Coast, Thin-Crust Pizza

• $3 Cheese Slice $4 Pepperoni Slice 
• $1 off all Pints & Tasting Flights
• $1 off all Wines By the Glass

• $2 Off All 10” Pizzas
• 1/2 Off All Salads

Happy 
Hour 

Specials!

Lunch
Specials!

3399 Main Street, Mammoth Lakes, Family Friendly!
(760) 965-0321 | order online | mainstreetpizzaandtap.com

HAPPY HOUR 
Mon-Fri: 3:30-6:30 pm

Sat-Sun: 8pm-Close 

Divorce & Family Law
(760) 512-7700



               NO CLASS-IFIEDS/NOTICES

Sierra Employment Services, Inc.
is hiring for the following positions:  

Retail Sales Associate - Mammoth $19 plus tips
General Manager - Mammoth $30 plus tips 

Maintenance techs - Mammoth $21-22 
Line Cooks - Mammoth $21-22
Lead Cook - Mammoth $25-26

Property Mgr. Coordinator - Mammoth $25-34
Staffing Coordinator - Mammoth $25
General Laborers - Mammoth $20-25

Journeyman Plumber - Mammoth $30-45
Trail Surveyor - Lee Vining $25 plus mileage 

   
Call or text 760-924-0523

Elevate Your Career At Mammoth Hos-
pital! We have an immediate need for the 
following positions:

· Physical Therapist - Mammoth – Starting 
wage $48.72 to $52.16 based on qualifica-
tions. $5,000 Retention Bonus.

· Physical Therapist Assistant - Mammoth 
– Starting wage $32.20 to $34.48 based on 
qualifications.  $3,500 Retention Bonus.

· Cook/Food Service Worker – Starting 
wage $20.23 to $21.66 based on qualifica-
tions. $2,200 Retention Bonus.

To view more open positions and apply, 
please visit www.mammothhospital.org/
jobs

Shilo Inn is accepting applications for FT 
housekeepers, FT maintenance worker and 
Front desk/night auditor. Immediate Front 
Desk opportunity starting at $18/hour. 
Please call Human Resources (Sarina Quin-
tero) at 925.813.2331 or email your resume 
to squintero@marquishotelsgroup.com. 

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Reservations Desk Clerk immediate 
opening at the Double Eagle Resort and 
Spa in June Lake CA (20 min from mam-
moth).  Must have excellent customer ser-
vice and computer skills.  Full or part time, 
health benefits, fitness membership and 
PTO.  Great place to work! Email Lodging@
doubleeagle.com 

P/T Wedding Coordinator asst. Great 
computer/communication skills essential. 
Please email interest to:weddingevents.
doubleeagleresort@gmail.com

Creekside Spa and Fitness Desk at the 
Double Eagle Resort and Spa, immediate 
opening for enthusiast team member.  Help 
in creating a wonderful experience for our 
spa and fitness center guests.  Customer 
service, computer, cleaning, food service.  
Full or part time, health benefits, fitness 
membership and PTO.  Great place to work!  
Email  Lodging@doubleeagle.com

Restaurant Server for Eagles Landing 

Help Wanted

Sweetwater Plumbing Inc. FT position 
for Journeyman Plumber and/or Appren-
tice Plumber. Full Benefits. Job is located 
in Mammoth Lakes. Contact 760-914-1266 
info@sweetwaterplumbing.com

John’s Pizza Works seeks energetic, 
motivated, reliable individuals, to work in 
the FOH or cashier position. Oppty. for year-
round employment. PT/FT positions. Expe-
rience preferred. Come in for application.

Bookkeeper Needed. FT Position. Du-
ties incl. Accts. Payable/Receivable, Bank 
Reconciliations, Preparation of Financial Re-
ports and General Office Duties. Experience 
preferred, but willing to train right candi-
date. Pay based on experience. Please email 
resume to info@butnerhoaservices.com  
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Help Wanted
Restaurant at the popular Double Eagle 
Resort and Spa in June Lake CA.  Experience 
in restaurant service, computers and work-
ing as team member are essential.  Full and 
part time available, health benefits, fitness 
membership and PTO.  Great place to work. 
Email Lodging@doubleeagle.com

 Maintenance Supervisor  needed to 
manage a small maintenance team at the 
Double Eagle Resort & Spa in June Lake. You 
will be responsible for ensuring the smooth 
running of upkeep and repair. Must be reli-
able, have technical skills and knowledge of 
various crafts such as carpentry, plumbing 
etc. Leadership and knowledge of admin-
istrative tasks such as scheduling are also 
essential. The goal is to ensure that facilities 
are in good condition at all times. Compen-
sation based on experience and references. 
We offer health benefits, fitness member-
ship and PTO. A great place to work!  Email  
Lodging@doubleeagle.com 

Cooks and Dishwasher jobs available at 
the famous Eagles Landing Restaurant in 
June Lake.  We offer health benefits, fitness 
membership and PTO. A great place to work! 
Email lodging@doubleeagle.com

MAMMOTH COMMUNITY WATER DIS-
TRICT Operations Department is currently 
recruiting for one permanent Wastewater 
Treatment Plant Chief Operator position.

FOR APPLICATION INFORMATION/
TO APPLY: Please see the District website 
https://mcwd.dst.ca.us/employment/.

Statement Of Abandonment
Of Use of Fictitious Business Name 

Statement:

Mike Kenney Roofing

The following persons have abandoned the 
use of the fictitious business name:

Mike Kenney Roofing Inc.   
P.O. Box 7840, 420 Commerce Circ. 
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

This business is conducted by a Corpora-
tion. This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Mono County on January 
June 13, 2024.
File Number 24-050 
2024-0105 (7/6, 7/13, 7/20, 7/27)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Entity 
Is Doing Business As:

Black Velvet Coffee Village

Timbercreek Hospitality Group LLC
9201 Minaret Rd. W2-24
PO Box 7404
Mammoth Lakes, Calif. 93546

This business is conducted by a limited 
partnership. The registrant has yet to 
transact business under the fictitious busi-
ness name listed herein. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk of Mono 
County on June 24, 2024     
File Number 24-057
2024-0109 (7/6, 7/13, 7/20, 7/27)

Progress Your Career at Mammoth Hospital!

Openings at www.mammothhospital.com  |

Elevate Your Health

• Success Sharing Incentive Program  

• Staff Development Programs 

• Generous Retirement Match

                                                                                    and PTO Accrual

• Physical Therapist ($5,000 retention bonus)

• Cook ($2,200 retention bonus)

• Behavioral Health Provider ($5,000 retention bonus)

• Emergency Registered Nurse - Night Position

We’re currently looking for:

Mammoth Mountain Reservations is 
Looking for a part time office help in Mam-
moth.  Must live in Mammoth. At least 20 
hours/week. Please email resume/work 
experience to info@mammothres.com.

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Entity 
Is Doing Business As:

Mammoth Off-Road Adventures

RBH-Services LLC
456 Industrial Circle
Mammoth Lakes, Calif. 93546

This business is conducted by a limited li-
ability co. The registrant has yet to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
listed herein. This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Mono County on June 
27, 2024     
File Number 24-058
2024-0109 (7/27, 8/3, 8/10, 8/17)
TS #2024-0117



           PUBLIC NOTICES 
Notice of Offices for Election Fictitious Business Name Statement

The Following Entity 
Is Doing Business As:

Mammoth Mobile Bars

Konzen LLC
P.O. Box 416
Mammoth Lakes, Calif. 93546

This business is conducted by a limited 
liability co. The registrant has yet to com-
mence to transact business under the 
fictitious business name listed herein. This 
statement was filed with the County Clerk 
of Mono County on June 28, 2024     
File Number 24-059
2024-0112 (7/13, 7/20, 7/27, 8/3)
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Notice of Ordinance

Notice of Availability/
Public Hearing

Notice of Offices (cont.)
NOTICE BY MONO COUNTY REGISTRAR OF VOTERS
 OFFICES FOR WHICH CANDIDATES ARE TO BE 
ELECTED AT THE NOVEMBER 5, 2024, GENERAL ELEC-
TION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that offices for which candi-
dates are to be elected at the General Election to be held 
on the 5th day of November, 2024 are as follows:

TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES*

Qualification: Must be a registered voter residing in the 
Town of Mammoth Lakes.

Council Member – 2 Seats  (4-year term)

SCHOOL DISTRICTS

Qualification: Must be a registered voter residing in the 
district or trustee area as applicable.

BISHOP UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
2 Seats (4-year term)

EASTERN SIERRA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
1 Seat – Trustee Area #2 Bridgeport (4-year term)
1 Seat – Trustee Area #3 Lee Vining (4-year term)

MAMMOTH UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
3 Seats  (4-year term)

MONO COUNTY OFFICE OF EDUCATION BOARD
1 Seat – Trustee Area #1 Coleville, Walker, Bridgeport 

(4-year term)
1 Seat – Trustee Area #3 Mammoth Lakes/Crowley 

(4-year term)

ROUND VALLEY JOINT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
DISTRICT

1 Seat (4-year term)

HOSPITAL DISTRICTS

Qualification: Must be a registered voter residing in the 
district.

SOUTHERN MONO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT
3 Seats (4-year term)

SPECIAL DISTRICTS

Qualification: Must be a registered voter residing in the 
district. The available seats listed below are based on 
information received from the Special Districts.

Antelope Valley Fire Protection District	 -3 Seats 
Antelope Valley Water District		  -5 Seats 
(two 4-year terms, three 2-year terms) 
Birchim Community Services District	 -2 Seats 
Bridgeport Fire Protection District		  -2 Seats

Bridgeport Public Utility District		  -3 Seats
Chalfant Valley Fire Protection District/CSD	 -3 Seats
Hilton Creek Community Services District	 -3 Seats 
June Lake Fire Protection District		  -3 Seats 
June Lake Public Utility District		  -3 Seats 
Lee Vining Fire Protection District		  -2 Seats
Lee Vining Public Utility District		  -3 Seats 
Long Valley Fire Protection District		  -3 Seats 
Mammoth Community Water District	 -3 Seats 
Mammoth Lakes Community Services District	 -4 Seats
Mammoth Lakes Fire Protection District	 -3 Seats 
Mono City Fire Protection District		  -3 Seats 
Paradise Fire Protection District		  -3 Seats 
Tri-Valley Groundwater Management District	 -4 Seats 
Wheeler Crest Community Services District	 -3 Seats
Wheeler Crest Fire Protection District	 -3 Seats 
White Mountain Fire Protection District	 -2 Seats 

Candidate forms will be available from July 15, 2024, to 
August 9, 2024, and may be obtained from the Mono 
County Clerk’s Office at 74 N. School Street in Bridgeport, 
CA.  

*Candidates wishing to run for Mammoth Lakes Town 
Council must speak with the Town Clerk at 760-965-3602, 
or via email at jgray@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov.

If an incumbent has not filed by 5:00 p.m. on August 9, 
2024, any qualified person, other than the incumbent, 
may file by no later than 5:00 p.m. on August 14, 2024.

If by 5:00 p.m. on August 14, 2024, an insufficient number 
of persons have filed for the Hospital District or Special 
District Offices, and a petition for an election has not 
been filed, appointments will be made pursuant to Elec-
tions Code §10515.	

If by 5:00 p.m. August 14, 2024, an insufficient number of 
persons have filed for the School District Offices, and a 
petition for an election has not been filed, appointments 
will be made pursuant to Education Code §5326, §5328, 
§5328.5.

Dated: July 15, 2024
QUEENIE BARNARD
MONO COUNTY CLERK-RECORDER-REGISTRAR OF 
VOTERS
TS #2024-0113

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF
2024-2025 MONO COUNTY RECOMMENDED BUDGET 
AND PUBLIC HEARING BY THE
MONO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
 
Notice is hereby given that the Recommended County 
Budget for fiscal year 2024-2025 will be available to mem-
bers of the public on July 29, 2024, on the Mono County 
website at https://www.monocounty.ca.gov/auditor/
page/2024-2025-budget
 
Notice is also hereby given that the Board of Supervisors 
will meet at 9:00 A.M. for a special board meeting on 
Thursday, August 8, 2024, in the Board Chambers, 2nd 
floor, County Courthouse, Bridgeport, California, 93517 
for the purpose of conducting a public hearing regarding 
the fiscal year 2024-2025 Recommended Budget, prior to 
adoption on September 17, 2024.  

Any member of the public may appear at the hearing 
and be heard regarding any item in the recommended 
budget or for the inclusion of additional items. Members 
of the public may provide testimony in Bridgeport, at the 
address above, or at the Mammoth Lakes Civic Center 
Mono Lake room located at 1290 Tavern Road, or via 
zoom. All proposals for revisions to the budget shall be 
submitted in writing to the Clerk of the Board of Supervi-
sors before the close of the public hearing. 

Meeting details and Zoom link available online here:
https://monocounty.ca.gov/bos/page/board-supervi-
sors-special-meeting-budget-hearing-0
 
Sandra Moberly, MPA, AICP
County Administrative Officer

TS #2024-0114

Notice is hereby given that on July 17, 2024 the Town 
Council introduced an Ordinance entitled:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE 
TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES, STATE OF CALIFOR-
NIA, RENEWING THE TOWN’S MILITARY EQUIP-
MENT USE POLICY PURSUANT TO GOVERNMENT                        
CODE SECTION 7071 (AB 481).

A copy of the complete text of the Ordinance is posted 
and may be read at the Town Offices, Minaret Mall, Old 
Mammoth Road, Mammoth Lakes, and/or a copy may be 
obtained from the office of the Town Clerk at a nominal 
charge.

Dated: July 17, 2024	
JAMIE GRAY, Town Clerk
Town of Mammoth Lakes

TS #2024-0115

Notice of Ordinance

Notice is hereby given that on July 17, 2024 the Town 
Council introduced an Ordinance entitled:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE PEOPLE OF THE TOWN OF 
MAMMOTH LAKES, STATE OF CALIFORNIA, AMEND-
ING SECTION 3.12.040 OF THE MAMMOTH LAKES 
MUNICIPAL CODE INCREASING THE RATE OF THE 
TOWN’S TRANSIENT OCCUPANCY TAX FROM THIR-
TEEN PERCENT TO FIFTEEN PERCENT.

A copy of the complete text of the Ordinance is posted 
and may be read at the Town Offices, Minaret Mall, Old 
Mammoth Road, Mammoth Lakes, and/or a copy may be 
obtained from the office of the Town Clerk at a nominal 
charge.

Dated: July 18, 2024	
JAMIE GRAY, Town Clerk
Town of Mammoth Lakes

TS #2024-0116
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ROLL WITH IT
Photos By Jacob Myhre

Inyo County Animal Shelter and
EASTERN SIERRA  DOG  RESCUE

NEED YOUR HELP!
The Inyo County Animal Shelter  

in Big Pine is FULL of dogs!
If you are able to adopt or foster a dog, please 

visit the shelter at:  
1001 County Road, Big Pine

Please help save the life of a dog… 
by adopting or fostering! Spay or neuter your pets- it saves lives!

Shelter Hours: 
Tues-Fri 10am-3pm, Sat/Sun 11am-4pm, Mon- closed

Shelter Phone: (760) 938-2715

Eastern Sierra Dog Rescue is paying  
all adoption fees for the month of July!

This past weekend, Disabled Sports Eastern Sierra (DSES) hosted two adaptive camps where 12 par-
ticipants experienced the thrill of mountain biking. Participants navigated scenic trails on adaptive bikes 
with the help of instructors. DSES aims to provide inclusive sports programs, year round, for differently-
abled individuals. For more, visit disabledsportseasternsierra.org. 
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see BETTER, page 15

Winter’s  
   Tale
the

SPONSORED BY

C A L I F O R N I A
C O U N T Y

August
6th-18th
TUES. - SUN. @ 7PM
FREE PRE-SHOW INTRO @ 6PM

FOR TICKETS & INFORMATION VISIT

MammothShakes.com

Outdoors at Eagle Lodge
MAMMOTH LAKES

NEW LOCATION!

   Merry
  Wives    
    Windsorof

AUGUST 
6, 8, 10, 14, 16, 18

Sierra Classic Theatre & Mammoth Lakes Repertory Theatre Present

AUGUST
7, 9, 11, 13, 15, 17

los lobos            anniversary  •   trombone shorty avenue
& orleans

the california honeydrops • devon allman project
the record company • ozomatli • joanne shaw taylor
grace bowers          • southern avenue • tinsley ellis
danielle nicole • sugaray rayford • ron artis ii 
eric lindell                           • grainne duffy • dennis jones 
beaux gris gris & the apocalypse • the delgado brothers  
eric roebuck • the felt cutouts • mill creek revival

&  t h e  
h o d g e  p o d g e

w i t h  s a m a n t h a  p e l h a m
&  t h e  s u m m e r  l e a g u e

AUGUST 1-4, 2024

ENNR   WIN

grand tastings  on
saturday & sunday

80+ craft
breweries 

25%
OFF

use code “localsonly25”
ON ALL TICKETS THROUGH JULY 15th

MammothBluesBrewsFest.com

TW
O 4-DA

Y PASSES

MA
MMOO   LS

CELEBRATE!

2 stages of music
in the woods

SCAN HERE

los lobos        anniversary
trombone shorty avenue

& orleans

the california honeydrops
devon allman project

the record company • ozomatli
grace bowers & the hodge podge                     
joanne shaw taylor and more!

BUSINESS
A BETTER EXPERIENCE 
By Milender

For the Voss family, home is 
where the hearth is. 

Walk into their storefront 
tucked behind Main Street (at the end 
of Center St.) , and you’ll see many of 
the fireplaces you recognize—maybe 
it’s the pellet stove that got your mom 
through the tough winter of ‘22-’23. 
The five fireplaces installed in the 
Scripps house, or the one in the Star-

bucks lounge further down the road 
on Main. The masonry work that you 
covet in thy neighbor’s house. 

Here, says Shelby Cottrell, is the 
warmest place to work in town. Her 
two daughters—in hot pink, match-
ing, company-issued shirts—dart in 
and out of their pop-up castle, set 
in the middle of the shop. Shelby’s 
parents and owners of the business, 

Lisa and Scott Voss, dart in and out 
of the back stockroom with similar 
enthusiasm. Shelby’s sister, Bailey, 
fields phone calls and children with a 
likeness of ease. 

This is a family business. This is A 
Better Fireplace.

The story of A Better Fireplace 
begins in the 90s, back when Scott 
was managing what was formerly 
known as Mammoth Lakes Building 
Materials. According to him, he got 
to know the owner of the local stove 
shop because his company was the 
“only one in town with a forklift” to 
handle stove deliveries. When High 
Country Lumber later sought to buy 
Mammoth Lakes Building Materi-
als, Scott transitioned to working for 
the fireplace company, Clean Sweep. 
Under his management, the business 
flourished, doubling its revenue in the 
first year and tripling it the next. In 
‘99, the owner of Clean Sweep offered 
to sell the business to Scott, with the 
advice he obtain a general contrac-
tor’s license to expand their services. 
Finding contractors for small jobs was 
challenging, even then. 

So Scott got his license. Bought 
the business. Renamed it “A Better 
Fireplace.”

“Those were the Yellow Pages days,” 
he says. “I wanted us to be first in the 
alphabet.”

But Scott didn’t just want to be 
the number listed first in the phone 
book. He also wanted to redefine the 
business’s scope. Not only would they 
maintain previously installed fire-
places. They would sell them, too. Be 
a one-stop-shop for all things hearth 
and heating.

It was a floor to ceiling operation 
that a young Shelby Cottrell admired, 
often sitting in the store’s office to 
complete her homework as a kid and 
getting familiar with the inner work-
ings of the business. After working a 
corporate job in San Diego, Shelby 
and her husband Colin—who man-
ages the company’s field operations as 
the lead installation technician while 
Shelby minds the store—moved back 
to Mammoth with daughters, Lily and 
Peyton.

Shelby—who can speak fluently of 
the ports and crevices within a pellet 
stove, the full service of an appliance’s 
internal body, or the merits and set-
backs of liquid propane versus natural 
gas—says the success of the company 
is owed all to her father.
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BETTER
continued from page 14

We honor this anniversary with grand appreciation &
heartfelt gratitude. We could not have done it without 

all of you. We look forward to another 15 years
of serving this amazing community!!

Celebrating 15 Years & Counting!!

5:30am-6pm daily

www.stellarbrew.life  |  @stellar_brew

Nutritious & Delicious Food
Fair Trade Coffee

Healthy Smoothies
Local Eggs

Local Grown Produce
Grab & Go

For more information and to apply:
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov

(760) 965-3604

JOB OPENINGS

TTEEMMPPOORRAARRYY    PPAARRTT--
TTIIMMEE  PPOOSSIITTIIOONNSS

FFUULLLL--TTIIMMEE  PPOOSSIITTIIOONNSS
*Full-time positions include competitive benefits package

• Finance Director**
$157,472 – $192,903
**To apply, visit:
www.affionpublic.com/position/
finance-director-mammoth-lakes-ca

• Payroll/Human 
Resources Specialist
$71,269 – $100,282

• Revenue Specialist
$51,320 – $72,212

• Sustainability 
Coordinator
$28.50 –  $32.99/hr

• Airport Administrative 
Analyst
$25.91 – $29.99

m a m m o t h

GEAR
EXCHANGE

106 S. Main St., Bishop (760) 873-4300

SIERRA 
ELECTRIC

760-920-3547
LIC#  923994

Sean Flavin, Owner

“He’s made this business what it is 
because of his hard work,” reflected 
Shelby. “I just want to continue that 
legacy—this little fireplace legacy that 
my dad’s got going on.”

And that staying power has proven 
vital, given the limited availability of 
local appliance service and vendors.

The recent Alpine Stove saga, which 
left many clients without fireplaces 
(and their deposits)  and unable to 
reach the company, highlighted the 
resilience and commitment of A Bet-
ter Fireplace to effective customer 
service. 

“We’ve been contacted by almost 
every single one of their clients,” Shel-
by explained. “ We’ve probably helped 
out almost 15 to 20 of their clients.”

Despite already having a heavy 
workload, Shelby, the family, and 
the nine employees currently staffed 
stepped up to assist those former 
clients of Alpine Stove, leveraging a 
local program that offers significant 
discounts on new appliances. 

“I feel terrible for these people,” says 
Shelby. “But there is a silver lining. 
There’s now a program through the 
Town of Mammoth Lakes where you 
can get $2,000 to $4,000 off a new 
stove. And we’re the only approved 
retailer in Mammoth.”

The program, as part of the Great 
Basin Unified Air Pollution Control 
District’s effort to reduce emissions, 
provides financial relief to households 
replacing old, pollution-heavy stoves. 

“It’s called a wood smoke reduction 
program,” Shelby explains. “They’re 
trying to eliminate old wood stoves 
that put out tons of emissions; giving 
people an incentive to replace them 
with a more efficient stove.”

And as industry standards have 
evolved, so has the business. 

Over the past 30 years, the Voss fam-
ily has witnessed significant shifts in 
aesthetic preferences and has adapted 
its services, in lockstep, to meet evolv-
ing customer demands. 

In those early Yellow Pages days, 
traditional wood-burning stoves with 
rustic designs were the norm, but 
today, there is a growing trend (espe-
cially amongst second homeowners) 
towards modern, sleek, and minimal-
ist fireplace designs. Clients fre-
quently request “mountain luxury” in 

the way of linear fireplaces with clean 
lines and contemporary finishes, 
often paired with custom stone and 
tile work—much of which is designed 
by Scott.

He says it’s all just about the feel of 
the rock; the fitting together of a man-
tel’s pieces. Like a puzzle.

Shelby, though, insists that her 
father’s stonework is nothing short of 
art.

“He has the eye for it,” she says. “He 
wants the job he does, done perfectly.”

And that reputation has reached 
well beyond Mammoth Lakes. 

Recently, said Scott, the business 
received a request from a client in La 
Quinta, California, who wanted a six-
foot gas fireplace installed despite the 
130-degree heat.

“It’s like selling ice cubes to the 
Eskimos,” he joked. “But we’re selling 
heat to Palm Springs.”

“We’ve been flown out to Hawaii to 
install fireplaces,” said Shelby. “It was 
a general contractor who used to live 
here. He just liked our work.”

And certainly, for the Voss/Cottrell 
family, the commitment to a job well 
done is a shared gene. Shelby says 
that, to manage the 125 service calls 
on the business’s list through the sum-
mer, Saturdays will be sacrificed (“We 
can’t help everyone now, but we can 
help everyone eventually,” she says). 
Colin (who has braved snowstorms to 
install fireplaces for elderly residents 

across the county) wasn’t present 
for The Sheet’s after hours interview. 
Instead, he was on site for a call. Ac-
cording to Scott and Shelby, Lisa’s 
bookkeeping leaves neary a number 
out of place. Even young Lily and 
Peyton were running a “sticker busi-
ness” out of their castle, with familiar 
diligence.

For Shelby Cottrell, it’s the values 

instilled by her family—loyalty, stead-
fast work ethic, and accountability—
that make A Better Fireplace a family 
business, enduring.

“My thought is—our thought is—
this is heat for somebody. It’s some-
body’s well-being; how they survive. 
We have compassion for that. We just 
want to help.”

The Voss family, seated in their showroom off Main Street.



A NEW
HOME 

FOR 
FAMILY

FUN

ONLY THREE RESIDENCES REMAIN! CALL FOR CURRENT AVAILABILITY. 
Luxury Mountain Retreats with Miles of Trails and Open Space. Clubhouse & Outdoor Spa Now Open.Luxury Mountain Retreats with Miles of Trails and Open Space. Clubhouse & Outdoor Spa Now Open.

3 TO 4 BEDROOMS. UP TO 2,742 SQ. FT. • SALES (760)-934-3334 • LIVECREEKHOUSE.COM

All information subject to change. The Snowcreek Property Company. CalDRE #01812140.All information subject to change. The Snowcreek Property Company. CalDRE #01812140.
2024. All rights reserved.2024. All rights reserved.

ANOTHER LUXURY DEVELOPMENT BY THE CHADMAR GROUP
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