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SOMETIMES A CHEAP SKATE 
IS A GOOD THING Ebersold hands over the keys after 38 years 

A changing of the guard. Montes and Moreno flank Ebersold and take the keys

Skiers and boarders lined up to ride lifts for Mammoth Mountain's 
opening day on Friday, November 15. For more pictures, see page 6.
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Sue Ebersold has sold a 
longtime Mammoth insti-
tution, The Breakfast Club, 

to her longtime cook Zomite 
Montes and his stepson Sergio 
Moreno. 

Ebersold founded the Club 
back in 1986. It is located at the 
entrance to town by the Main 
Street Shell. 

There are restaurants that 
have been here longer (The 
Stove and The Mogul to name a 
few) but only Roberto’s has had 

a single owner at the helm for 
longer (1985). 

And, of course, Robbie Tani 
has consecutively owned and 
operated a restaurant (Shogun, 
then Yamatani) in the Eastern 
Sierra since 1980. 

When asked about the secret 
to her longevity, Ebersold 
laughed, “Heavy drinking?” 
before citing hard work and 
working with good friends, 
among them Marla Wiegand, 
Alisa Beglau, Mary Jo Huseth 

and Zomite’s daughter Laura 
Montes. 

It’s been a fairly smooth 
transition thus far - Ebersold 
is still doing the baking for the 
restaurant and helping the new 
owners troubleshoot the usual 
snags that arise. 

But the new owners have 
already made some changes. 

Not to the menu, which has 
largely stayed the same, save 
for a more active rotation on 
the daily specials board accord-
ing to Moreno. But the restau-
rant is now open not only later 
(’til 2 p.m. every day) but also 
seven days a week. 

This schedule, ironically, is 
lighter than what Moreno is ac-
customed to.

Married to wife Lizbeth and 
the father of two children, 
Moreno said his dream has 
always been to own his own 
business. And after 22 years 
working for Mammoth Moun-
tain, he’s made that dream a 
reality. 

At MMSA, his most recent 
position was as G.M. at Juni-
per Springs Lodge, which he 
said had the best metrics of all 
MMSA’s hotel properties. 

He was also chosen Young 
Professional of the Year by the 
Mammoth Lakes Chamber of 
Commerce back in 2022. 

Prior to JSL, Moreno also 
served as the manager of the 
Mammoth Mountain Inn 
rooms division as well as food 
and beverage manager at Mc-
Coy Station. 

He and his stepfather are 

Mammoth Lakes Town 
Council held a work-
shop with the Parks 

and Recreation Commission 
on Wednesday to discuss a way 
to prioritize locals in services 
like summer camps and town 
facilities. 

“I love that Mammoth is 
a tourism destination for 
everybody, but I feel that we 
are, in a way, failing our local 
kids in that they don't get to 
participate.,” Councilmember 
Amanda Rice said at the meet-
ing. “Making [these programs 
more affordable and accessible 
to our local families is one of 
my goals.”

Patricia Robertson, Execu-
tive Director of Eastern Sierra 
Community Housing, brought 
her two elementary school-
aged kids to the meeting, and 
emphasized the need for af-
fordable programming.

One proposed solution to 
the problem was to implement 
higher fees on non-residents 
and for-profit organizations, 
which got shut down by the 
USFS because it was likely 
illegal on the basis of a non-
discrimination clause which 
requires public activities on 
federal land to be open to all, 
regardless of residency.

Also, it’s not very easy to 
determine what “residency” 
really means in Mammoth, 
considering the concentra-
tion of part-timers and second 
homeowners.

Most of the programs, such 

as the Mountain Bike camp, 
take place on federal land, 
so that concept was a no-go, 
unless the town wanted to try 
to host the programs entirely 
on town land and update the 
infrastructure to do so.

The alternative, which was 
favored by the Commission, 
suggests town residents utilize 
one-on-one, in-person regis-
tration at selected time periods 
(such as times during the off-
season).

Summer camps were out-
lined as high demand, low 
capacity programs. The written 
goal outlined in the staff report 
for these camps, under the 
proposed solution, is to provide 
a minimum of 1 camp per child 
with a maximum camp enroll-
ment of 3 camps per child with 
expanded in-person registra-
tion. 

This year, the Winter Skate 
Membership followed this 
model and offered a 50% 
discount during the month of 
October if people registered 
in-person. 

They sold roughly 415 
memberships (not including 
Mammoth Lakes Youth Hockey 
memberships) under that 
system this year, compared to 
25 last year.

To buffer financial limita-
tions, the alternative includes 
an expansion of available 
scholarships. 

The Council recommended 
the Commission come back 

By Fisher
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THIN SKIN AND TRIBALISM
So I’d heard through the grapevine that Inyo County Treasurer-Tax Collector 

Alisha McMurtrie had made public comment at the Nov. 12 Inyo Supervisors 
meeting in rebuttal to the Nov. 9 editorial page. 

In that issue, I was critical of the Treasurer-Tax Collector instructing taxpay-
ers to make their checks out to Alisha McMurtrie, Inyo County Treasurer-Tax 
Collector as opposed to simply instructing people to make them out to the Inyo 
County Treasurer-Tax Collector. 

Why was her name involved? I said it seemed sketch. 
In her public comment, she said I called her sketchy (poor reading compre-

hension - I didn’t say she was sketchy. I said the process appeared sketch). She 
then quoted a government code (2611) which she said she had followed in 
advising taxpayers to make checks to her. 

As you’ll see below, this also involved poor reading comprehension. 
She graciously told taxpayers they (her office) will cash checks made out to 

the Inyo County Treasurer-Tax Collector without her name on it. 
She said the money is not going into a slush fund and that the newpaper 

should be more responsible. 
And she ended with a flourish, saying things are divisive enough in this coun-

try, etc. A complete non-sequitur. Excellent misdirection. 
Supervisors Matt Kingsley and Jen Roeser agreed that the newspaper “needs 

to be called out” for its reporting. 
Below is the letter I write this week to McMurtrie, cc’ing Kingsely, Roeser and 

my district supervisor, Scott Marcellin. 
It received no reply. 
Gutless wonders. 

Dear Alisha, 

I reviewed your public comment of Nov. 12 and then went to look at Govern-
ment code 2611.

2611.6(h) to be precise. 
It reads, under items for inclusion on a tax bill: Instructions on tendering pay-

ment, including the name & mailing address of the tax collector. 
I don’t interpret this to mean that the checks are supposed to be made out to 

you personally. 
And in fact, a cursory Google search shows that no other county in the state 

of California interprets it this way/takes money this way. Checks are made out 
to the officer (e.g. Riverside County Treasurer) as opposed to an individual. 

In the paper, I did not refer to you as sketchy. Again, read carefully. I call the 

practice sketchy and suggest it needs to be changed. 
That Supervisors expressed sympathy with you rather than express curiosity 

or look at the issue critically is particularly damning. 
Final question: Who is Alisha McMurtrie? I notice that Calpers identifies you 

as Alisha Watts. 
Why is it not one or the other? 

Thank you, 
Ted Carleton, Publisher 

The Sheet

Inyo County has a long history of embezzlement. You’d think county leader-
ship would be hyper-vigilant as a result. Nope. Because tribalism (supporting 
one’s own “team” in blind allegiance - think national political affiliations) is 
so much more important to the Kingsleys and Roesers of the world than doing 
one’s job as a safeguard of the public trust.

As I wrote last week, I’ve been reading Pacino’s biography, and he has this 
part where he talks about his reputation as being a “difficult” star. 

“I noticed this happening on films more and more: when there were delays 
that were caused by creative disputes - I don’t mean some movie star holding 
out for a bigger trailer, I mean a genuine disagreement about how something is 
to be executed - stars were taking the brunt of the blame. I’ve felt it throughout 
my career. The star gets labeled as being difficult. 

Now what is difficult? Someone is saying, I’m interested in making this film. 
I’m interested in how we build the world of the film and how it comes through. 
The people shelling out the dough say we’re driving them crazy when we do 
this stuff, but this is our sanity. We do it for the sake of the film. 

If you’re fighting for the betterment of the film, then you’re not being difficult. 
You’re not on a film for perks. The size of a trailer, 14 assistants, lunch breaks 
every five minutes, demands that bear no relationship to the work - that’s being 
difficult.” 

I feel like local political boards/local government these days - they’ve got the 
money. And the masses vote to give them more because ... they’ve given up on 
the idea that they’ll ever get ahead on their own. So let’s at least soak the rich 
and see if there’s a handout or a winning lotto ticket on the back end. 

And anyone in-between who says wait a second, committing to policy at 
any cost is no policy at all - that person becomes an utter inconvenience. That 
person is difficult. 



LET’S 
TALK
TURKEY
Choose from a variety of festive dinners on Thursday, November 28 
to celebrate the season of thanks — we’ll take care of the dishes.

THANKSGIVING DINNERS AT MAMMOTH

MAMMOTHMOUNTAIN.COM/EVENTS

OPEN 24 HOURS

OFFERING

HIGH END
TRAINING
CENTER

HIG
H

ALTITUD
E

PERFORMANCE TRAINING

Multiple Membership Options
 Special Membership for Second Homeowners 
 Day Passes
Group Training
Personal and Semi-Private Training
Brand New Equipment

info@teddski.com  |  760-716-8773  |  126 Old Mammoth Rd. Suite 104

BOOT CARRIER AND ALUMINUM CUP  
GIVE AWAY TO THE FIRST 100 PEOPLE!

Winter Has ArrivedWinter Has Arrived
R AC E / F R E E R I D E  S E A S O N
K I C K  O F F
Offering special pricing for all ski team members: 

race equipment, skis, boots, footbeds, poles, and 

protection gear until Dec 8TH.

B O O T/ S K I  F I T T I N G  &  D E M O ’ S
Try before you buy your skis and boots, let our 

experts get you started with the right selections.

R E N TA L ,  D E M O,  R E N TA L ,  D E M O
We offer everything you need and want to try, 

including multi-day rentals, great discounts, competitive 

prices, and new equipment. Every boot comes with a 

premium footbed for your renting comfort.

Winter Has Arrived

kittredgesports.com    (760) 934-7566
3218 Main Street, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546
OPEN DAILY SUN-THURS 8-6, FRI-SAT 8-7
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LETTERS
Here we go again ... 

Dear Editor, 

Well, here we go again. The election 
didn't go as I'd hoped. What now? Maybe 
following Hunter S. Thompson's sugges-
tion of only paying attention to the fifty 
feet around us is the answer.

However I tend not to admire practitio-
ners of this particular dodge. 

Maybe blaming the usual suspects for 
the defeat (i.e. rampant racism, misogy-
ny, stupidity and the like)? 

While there is truth there is also nega-
tivity and a sort of holier than thou stance 
which, ironically, is part of the reason we 
have elected a wanna be tyrant.

It seems the usual guard rails are being 
destroyed or rendered impotent. The 
Supreme Court with judges with radical 
and unconstitutional agendas. The fox is 
guarding the hen house. The legislature 
under control of mostly Kool-Aid drink-
ers. The media cowed. Yet, as the play-
wright Vaclan Havel wrote "there is only 
one thing I will not concede: that it might 
be meaningless to strive in a good cause." 

I have decided to support organiza-
tions which strive to provide legal and 
moral guardrails for people and the con-
stitution. ACLU (American Civil Liberties 
Union),Southern Poverty Law Center and 
Doctors Without Borders are my choices. 
I just don't think it is a good idea to only 
pay attention to the fifty feet around us.

Bob Kittle 
Sunny Slopes 

Does that bother you?

Editor,

In his recent letter to The Sheet, Allen 
Brown refers to Kamala Harris as a "failed 
DEI hire of a VP."

Let's review her record. After graduating 
with stellar grades from Howard Univer-
sity, Kamala Harris earned a law degree 
from UC and then served in the Alameda 
District Attorney's Office, the San Fran-
cisco District Attorney's Office, and the 
San Francisco City Attorney's Office. She 
was then elected District Attorney of San 
Francisco, then elected and reelected as 
Attorney General of California, then US 
Senator from California, and Vice Presi-
dent of the United States.

So, Mr. Brown, setting your blatant 
misogyny and racism aside, what part of 
her earned credentials do you find lacking 
and resulting from DEI?

During my 30 years of teaching at our 
California State University, women and 
minority students regularly outperformed 
most of their white male peers, mirroring 
a nationwide trend in K-16 schools. Yet 
whenever one—especially a man or wom-
an of color rises to the top—conservative 
pundits and their misinformed followers 
trot out DEI to explain their success.

Just wondering why these industrious 
women and minorities passing you up 
in education, salary, and professional 
accomplishment bother you? Inquiring 
minds want to know.

Stephen Cunha
Mammoth Lakes

 TO GLIDE
SCAN THE 
QR CODE TO 
LEARN MORE 

SAVE $50 ON A XC SEASON PASS
Enjoy unlimited access to 19+ miles (32+ km)  
of groomed trails in Mammoth Lakes Basin. Get no 
blackout dates, 50% off 1-day tickets for your guests, 
and 20% off Tamarack Ski Center retail. This season 
pass is yours for only $369 for a limited time.

GET YOURS BY NOV 28

NOW 
OPEN 
in Mammoth Lakes

• Organic sourdough

• Fresh-baked goods

• Grab-and-go salads, 
sandwiches, quiche  
and more!

• Organic coffee

• Retail items for women 
and home

587 Old Mammoth Rd  
Under the Mammoth Tavern

Open 7 Days a Week
Fri-Sun, 8am-5pm

Mon-Thurs, 10am-4pm

eastsidebakeshop395.com

More work left to do

Dear Editor,  

As one of many affected property 
owners, I recently read your article ad-
dressing local code compliance issues 
in Mammoth Lakes (The Sheet, Nov. 2 
issue, Vol. 22, No. 44). 

While we appreciate your effort to 
shed light on this important matter, the 
perspective presented in the article pri-
marily reflects the town's official stance. 

A broader discussion that includes 
property owners' experiences and chal-
lenges would make the narrative more 
meaningful and constructive, helping to 
clarify the “true bottleneck” and foster-
ing productive dialogue.  

The core issue stems from inconsis-
tencies in past inspections and a lack 
of clear documentation. Many property 
owners, myself included, purchased 
properties based on compliance de-
terminations made at the time. Years 
later, these properties are being deemed 
non-compliant, often without adequate 
explanation or accountability. This 
situation undermines mutual trust and 
places significant financial and emo-
tional strain on property owners who 
are equally committed to safety and 
compliance.  

While it’s noted that local safety 
codes have been publicly accessible 
since 2017, the town’s approach lacks 
proactive communication, reasonable 
processes, adequate training, traceable 
documentation, and most importantly, 

the overall effective management in 
implementing these codes. Inconsistent 
inspection practices and insufficient 
transparency have created a troubling 
disconnect. 

Town officials have acknowledged 
“practice mistakes,” yet these errors, 
which were previously deemed compli-
ant during purchase inspections, are 
now treated as violations. This unfairly 
shifts the financial burden onto proper-
ty owners who relied on the town's prior 
legally binding practices and decisions.  

Getting the right voices out there is a 
shared responsibility, and your role as 
editors is pivotal in shaping a fair and 
balanced narrative. Your work can be 
instrumental in restoring trust and pav-
ing the way for understanding and reso-
lution. Let us join together in amplifying 
the call to rebuild trust where it truly be-
longs. Thank you for your attention and 
for your contributions to fostering open 
and inclusive community dialogue.  

Tian Tan
Mammoth/LA
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By Don Sage
INHERITED WISDOM
OP/ED

Don Sage passed away in August. A 
memorial service was held in Mam-
moth a few weeks ago. His formal 
obituary appears on page 17. 

At the memorial, a letter Don wrote 
to his grandchildren was read, and is 
included in its entirety below. 

Don and wife Jodi “retired” to Mam-
moth Lakes in 1996. According to 
daughter Peggy Armenta, Don served 
as Board Chair for Mammoth Hospital 
from 1997-2010, was an active Rotari-
an, and was considered the “Founding 
Father” for Chamber Music Unbound.  

“He was a smart, wise man, and he 
and my mom loved the town of Mam-
moth Lakes dearly,” wrote Peggy. 

And now Mr. Sage’s words of wis-
dom.

As I was driving home last Mon-
day, I had time to think about 
life, the world and various 

other things. It occurred to me that 
I probably should leave a few com-
ments to my grandchildren. I believe 
it’s traditional that the aged should try 
to impart what they believe is wisdom 
to future generations to forget, distort 
and misinterpret it all and to continue 
the mistakes their ancestors made. 

Anyway, here it is for what it’s 
worth. 

First of all, learn facts. How do you 
know they’re true? Check the evi-
dence. If they turn out to be wrong, 
forget them. Remember Sage’s fourth 
law: It’s more complicated than that. 
It seems to apply to everything we 
think we know. 

*For laws 1-3 refer to Isaac Newton 
or any appropriate laws of nature. 

When you’re wrong admit it and 
move on. 

*”A foolish consistency is the hobgob-
lin of little minds.” - Emerson

Be skeptical of beliefs. When a belief 
is strongly held, that means ‘Don’t 
bother me with facts, my mind’s al-
ready made up.’

*”If they can make us believe ab-
surdities, they can make us commit 
atrocities.” - attributed to Voltaire

Don’t argue unless you particularly 
enjoy arguing or you’re being paid.

*One convinced against his will/Is of 
the same opinion still (Quaker prov-

erb)
In pipe fitting as in life, start the 

threads carefully and gently before 
using a wrench -Grandpa Sage

Be especially skeptical if a new idea 
seems perfectly logical and obvious 
at first glance. ‘It’s perfectly common 
sense’

*”Common sense is the collection of 
prejudices learned by age 18.” -attrib-
uted to Einstein. 

Don’t tell lies unless you have to. A 
reputation for honesty is both valu-
able and easily damages.

Be careful to pay all small debts 
promptly. There’s no cheaper way to 
earn a reputation for honesty.

Don’t ever be cruel.
Be loyal, but don’t be blind.
Keep your promises.
Don’t make promises you can’t 

keep or don’t intend to keep. 
Learn useful skills. Especially lan-

guages. Communication is one of the 
things that makes us human. 

Do good work. Always be the best 
you can be, not just to be competitive 
but to be honest and above all do no 
harm. 

Recommended reading:
Kipling: The Gods of the Copybook 

Headings; If; The White man’s Burden 
(Irony); Recessional

Yeats: The Second Coming  

Divorce & Family Law
(760) 512-7700



Mammoth Mountain Ski Area kicked off its 71st season last Friday, November 15th. 
The resort gave out over 150 free beanies, the recipients of which were waiting in line well 
before 7 a.m., said Emily Van Greuning, Public Relations Manager for Mammoth Moun-
tain. At 8:30 a.m., the lifts started spinning and the first riders broke the banner for the 
new season. A toast was held at 11:00 a.m. on the sundeck, cheersing to the fact that it was 
actively snowing. 

“It was a great turnout, especially considering the fact that we didn’t get too much help 
early in the season with Mother Nature,” Van Greuning said. “We were really happy with 
the numbers.”

By opening day, the resort had opened up the lower half of the Panorama Gondola with 
service to McCoy Station, Face Lift (Chair 3), Unbound Express (Chair 6), and Discovery 
Chair (Chair 11).

“Our snowmaking team is the best in the business and it’s definitely not their first rodeo, so 
they’re pretty on it in terms of determining what temperatures are needed to make sure the 
guns are going,” Van Greuning said. “And we’ve been running the guns as much as we pos-
sibly can while temperatures allow.”
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MAMMOTH MOUNTAIN OPENS!
PHOTOS: FISHER



We specialize in business insurance, 
FairPlan policies, Covered California, 
Senior Insurance products including 

manufactured homes, Medicare 
supplements and we are your authorized 
AARP insurance representatives for the 

Hartford auto insurance program. 
Combined 40 years experience insuring 

communities of the Eastern Sierra. 
Customers only talk to licensed brokers 

at Mammoth Insurance, mobile 
appointments are available .. 

ERIC OLSON 
UC # 0783148 

ALICIA OLSON 
UC # 0i19200 

CALL 760-934-2200 

          

         Got Fire Insurance?

PARADEChristm
as

AND DOWNTOWN BISHOP PARTY!

SATURDAY, 12/7/2024
4:30 PM

Rotary Club Santa Mile Fun Run before Parade (4:15 at Chamber)
Tree Lighting in Bishop City Park after Parade
Academy Street Vendors & Music (5:30-8:30)
Visit Santa at Eastside Guesthouse Christmas Market (until 8:00)
Downtown Shops & Restaurants Open Late

www.bishopchamberofcommerce.com

(760)873-8405

“Saluting The Past

and Celebrating

The Future!”



DON’T TREAD ON US

LOCAL NEWS
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By Lauren DeLaunay Mil ler

More than two dozen cities or 
counties in California have 
passed anti-camping ordi-

nances since the U.S. Supreme Court 
ruling in Johnson vs. City of Grants 
Pass, Oregon, in June, and as of last 
week, the city of Bishop is now one of 
them. 

At the Bishop City Council meeting 
on Tuesday, November 12, the Council 
unanimously approved an ordinance 
that permits the Bishop Police Depart-
ment to limit camping or sleeping 
outdoors on city property. 

According to the ordinance’s stated 
purpose, public areas should be 
“readily accessible and available” to 
the public, and using these spaces for 

camping or keeping personal property 
“interferes with the rights of others 
to use the areas” for their “intended 
purposes.” The ordinance, which was 
first introduced at the October 28 City 
Council Meeting, takes effect in mid-
December. 

Before the Supreme Court decision 
earlier this year, a city could not en-
force a ban on camping or sleeping in 
public if no other shelter was available. 
That is no longer the case, yet, as was 
emphasized by Inyo County Health 
and Human Services Director Anna 
Scott; neither Inyo nor Mono County-
has an emergency shelter. 

“The reality is that not everybody that 
is currently unhoused has a safe op-

tion,” said Scott at last week’s meeting. 
Noting this lack of resources, Inyo 

County District 2 Supervisor Jeff 
Griffiths, speaking as a resident and not 
in his official capacity, said at the Octo-
ber 28 meeting, “People don’t magi-
cally disappear when you move them.” 

One concern discussed is that 
enforcing this ban within city limits 
would push individuals onto county 
or Los Angeles Department of Water 
and Power land. LADWP representa-
tive Elsa Jimenez said the department 
frequently finds people sleeping or 
camping on their property in the area. 
According to Jimenez, LADWP staff 
who come into contact with home-
less individuals should first ask them 
to leave and provide them with a list 
of legal camping locations, but they 
do sometimes need to call the police 
for assistance. Police Chief Nate Derr 
confirmed that his department gets ap-
proximately one or two calls each week 
about people camping on LADWP 
land.  

Much of the discussion on home-
lessness in Bishop concerns the few 
most visible individuals: those seen 
frequently in the city park or on the 
streets of Bishop’s downtown, or what 
experts call “unsheltered homeless.” 
However, they are far from the only 

homeless people in the community. In 
2023, there were 31 homeless students 
reported at Bishop Elementary School, 
13 at Home Street Middle School, 
and 13 at Bishop Union High School. 
The number of “sheltered homeless,” 
or those in transitional or temporary 
housing, can be difficult to count. 

At the October 28 meeting, Griffiths 
added, “There has definitely been a dis-
connect between what’s going on in the 
city and what’s going on to solve this 
problem.” Citing a “long and frustrating 
journey” over many years to find solu-
tions to aid the area’s homeless popula-
tion, Griffiths said, “I don’t know that 
we’re any closer.” 

Last Tuesday, City Administrator 
Deston Dishion said, “The best, prob-
ably, outcome that’s come from this is 
that actually the discussion is happen-
ing now. A safe parking lot or camp-
ing in a tent in the park– that’s not an 
answer to homelessness, obviously.” 
Chief Derr and Deshon reiterated that 
enforcement of the ordinance is just 
“one piece of the puzzle” of combating 
homelessness in our area. 

Karen Kong responded, “It is sad that 
we’re in a position that the enforce-
ment piece of it is the first piece that 
gets worked out.”

Bishop passes anti-camping ordinance 



CLUB
continued from page 1

THE SHEET   |   Saturday, November 23, 2024                     www.thesheetnews.com                                                                     LOCAL NEWS    I    9

Mammoth Hospital is grateful for the Albertsons Companies and Vons Foundation’s com-
mitment to cancer research and treatment. In partnership with the Mammoth Lakes com-
munity and our local Vons store, they have provided $100,000 in the last 5 years to Mam-
moth Hospital’s affordable mammography program, which offers $20 mammography services 
year-round to uninsured patients.

 Mammoth Vons Manager Mark Fiddament joined Mammoth Hospital Foundation Execu-
tive Director Gardiner Miller, Mammoth Hospital CEO Tom Parker, and Director of Medical 
Imaging Yuri Parisky, M.D., this week to celebrate Albertsons and Vons’ support of our com-
munity. Mammoth Hospital performed 200 mammograms in the month of October, Breast 
Cancer Awareness month.

A BEAUTIFUL FRIENDSHIP

Sue Ebersold’s mother gave her the plant located behind her when she opened the Club 38 
years ago. It started as a single stalk, and has never been trimmed, 

equal partners in the venture. 
When asked how long he’s been 

working at the Club, Zomite smiled and 
shrugged his shoulders. “I don’t know,” 
he said before flipping the ‘open’ sign 
to ‘closed’ and hauling out the vacuum 
cleaner. 

One thing Moreno has promised is 
an upgrade in ‘systems’ - taking differ-
ent forms of payment being one way 
to facilitate the guest experience. The 
Breakfast Club for many years has been 
cash only, with an ATM parked in the 
foyer for the customers who weren’t 
carrying any. 

He also wants to spiffy things up - new 
glasstops and tablecloths and tidying up 
the storefront - and focus on making a 
good first impression. 

The food, however, has always been 
and remains the driver of the Club’s 
success and with the kitchen team 

intact (Zomite, Fernando, Miguel) that 
won’t change. 

Ebersold meanwhile is scaling back 
her workload but is definitely not retir-
ing. She still does 25-30 wedding cakes 
a year via her “Cakes By Sue,” but says “I 
don’t want to work myself to death. I’ve 
already done that.” 

Ebersold has always been active in 
the community in a variety of roles, 
mostly as a ‘master of ceremonies.’ She 
ran the 4th of July Parade for ten years, 
hosted annual Oscar parties, Super 
Bowl parties, “Chick parties” at Neva-
do’s and then Burgers. She’s always up 
to something. 

*One item to mention: The full ’47’ 
liquor license was not included in the 
sale. Ebersold is selling that separately. 

Moreno said the Club will still serve 
beer and wine and mimosas. 

LET’S CELEBRATE THE HARD WORK & DEDICATION OF OUR LOCAL YOUTH

NOMINATED BY JOHN SIMEON (MHS ROBOTICS COACH)

Introducing the Husky of the Week, Sophomore, Luca Christensen. Luca is a 
natural when it comes to tinkering with electronics and computers. For this reason, he is 
a valuable member of the Mammoth High School Robotics Team. He is capable with the 
programming and an asset when there is troubleshooting needed on a robotics systems.
Luca is a young student performing at the top of his game. He has already taken AP 
Calculus and Computer Science and scored high marks on those rigorous tests, and he 
is currently taking AP Environmental Science. Luca will also most likely graduate with an 
Associates degree in Math or Science at the least.
In addition to Luca’s brilliant mind he is a talented athlete. He’s on the Mammoth 
Mountain Ski Team, participating in half pipe, slopestyle , and skier cross. He has been 
the athlete of the year and has also gone on to compete at national events. Luca also 
joined the Mountain Bike Team this year. Wow Luca, you are an inspiration!
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KLUSMIRE

The things you love, you 

will defend. 

”

“

-Mike Prather

more KLUSMIRE, page 12

CALIFORNIA’S LITTLE CIVIL WAR

Sign-ups are now open for our season-long 
training. Don’t miss this chance to join the 
Mountain Rangers program, where kids ages 
5–10 can get 10 weeks of top-notch instruction 
from our world-class Ski & Ride School. Adults, 
we’ve got you covered too with our Performance 
Development Series— perfect if you’re looking 
for consistent, season-long coaching.

SKILL-BUILDING FOR 
ALL AGES & ABILITIES

THE
SEASON
FOR NEW 
SKILLS

TREE 
SERVICE
& Consulting

Joe Benigno’sJoe Benigno’sJoe Benigno’s

SERVICES OFFERED

• Tree Removal 
• Tree Trimming and Pruning

• Stump Grinding
• Fuel Reduction/Defensible Space

Why Partner With Us?
At Joe Bennigno’s Tree Service, we are 
committed to providing top-quality service 
and results that exceed expectations.  

We Are:
• Experienced Professionals
• Compliant and Insured
• Creative, Offering Custom Solutions

(530) 577-1553
www.joebenignos.com

Cont. Lic. #893950  
ISA #WE-6694A   

LTO #A9545

SAVE UP TO $150 ON SERVICES $1,000 OR ABOVE

F I N A N C I N G  O P T I O N S  A V A I L A B L E

Put together seven knowledge-
able people who have been in the 
thick of the battles over Owens 

Valley water and environmental issues 
for years and you get a list. A long list. 
A long detailed list of the fights that still 
need to be fought. 

Two panels of such folks were 
convened Nov. 16 and 17 during the 
Alabama Gates 2024 event in Lone Pine. 
The occasion marked the 100th anniver-
sary of the famous “occupation” of the 
Alabama Gates by about 700 outraged 
Owens Valley residents to protest the 
land and water gathering shenanigans 
of the Los Angeles Department of Water 
and Power. They stayed for four days. 
They had a picnic. The county sheriff 
handed out citations that were ignored 
while he enjoyed the picnic dinner. They 
got statewide and national notoriety 
and glowing press. The occupation was 
crowned “California’s Little Civil War.” 
They literally turned the gates and re-
leased the flow of the aqueduct into the 
desert, draining the aqueduct, which 
was the primary water source for the 
city of Los Angeles. They eventually left 
the gates, turned the water back into the 
aqueduct and went home after “prom-
ises” of compromise and change. Those 
promises never turned into reality. 

A familiar story which has been 

repeated, some would say, for the next 
100 years. 

Thus, the eco panel discussions 
outlining the ongoing “civil war” being 
carried out rather 
civilly by direct 
action, like at the 
gates, government 
negotiations, court 
orders and all the 
complex trappings 
of “modern” envi-
ronmental activ-
ism in 2024.

Some high 
points and low 
points. 

Noah Williams, 
Water Program 
Coordinator for 
the Big Pine Paiute 
Tribe, outlined the 
long, frustrating ef-
fort to reduce groundwater pumping for 
the Fish Springs hatchery south of Big 
Pine. California’s Department of Fish 
and Wildlife said the hatchery can oper-
ate with less water when not producing 
fish, but DFW and LADWP have floun-
dered for years to install the mechani-
cal systems to reduce flows when not 
needed. Maybe by 2025, he noted. More 
work is necessary, he added, to make 

sure “tribes have a seat at the table” 
when questions about LADWP, land 
and water are addressed.  

Kendall Noah, communications 
specialist for the 
Owens Valley 
Indian Water Com-
mission, noted 
the commission 
purchased the 
five-acre Three 
Creeks property 
and has been form-
ing partnerships 
and a “network of 
advocacy” with 
indigenous and 
environmental 
groups in the re-
gion and in Los An-
geles to make sure 
indigenous/Paiute 
history and per-

spectives are aired at decision-making 
meetings. One long-term unresolved is-
sue is finally delivering the water rights 
promised to the Lone Pine, Big Pine and 
Bishop Paiute reservations when they 
were created in 1939. More recently, the 
local tribes have been making a push 
to have LADP provide more land to ex-
pand the three reservations, which now 
total just 1,100 acres. 

Rewatering the Owens Lake and 
the arrival of hundreds of thousands 
of birds is one of the valley’s unique 
successes. The massive dust mitigation 
work by LADWP is legally mandated, 
but the continued success of the lake as 
a migratory bird stopover isn’t guaran-
teed. Mike Prather, of Lone Pine, who 
has been advocating for the lake and its 
birds for decades, pointed out “there 
is no legal settlement” that assures the 
huge pools of dust-suppressing water on 
the lake will remain as habitat. “We have 
a wink and a handshake” agreement 
with LADWP to maintain the flooded 
areas as bird and wildlife habitat, he 
noted. The state land board, which 
owns the land under the lake, and DFW 
have provided leases and licenses to 
LADWP for the dust work, which covers 
about 50 square miles of the 100 square 
mile lakebed. But with no legal agree-
ment or court settlement mandating 
maintenance of about 20,000 acres of 
habitat, the situation remains “tenuous,” 
he said, “and needs to be watched.” 

Watching LADWP at every turn is one 
goal of the Friends of the Inyo, accord-
ing to executive director Wendy Schnei-
der. That attention to detail followed by 
public protest has netted a few victories. 
She noted that with help from Mono 
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continued from page 10

Mike Prather in his element, defending the 
birds and the revival of Owens Lake. 

Thanksgiving tastes better 
after you quit smoking. 

Call 1-800-300-8086
kickitca.org  Sponsored by Mono County  

Tobacco Education Program

For free help quitting  
tobacco and nicotine.

County, the Friends and partners 
backed down LADWP’s plan to create 
ranch leases in Long Valley that left out 
the current obligation to provide irriga-
tion water. Recently, the department 
also backed away from a plan to start 
drilling and testing new wells tapping 
“deep aquifers” after getting critical 
comments and publicity. The more 
sweeping goal, Schneider said, was 
getting LADWP to provide more backup 
material and time for public comment, 
preferably in open county meetings, 
to address LADWP’s annual pumping 
plan and before meetings, such as the 
Technical Group and Standing Com-
mittee, where policy and projects are 
presented. 

 Nancy Masters of the Owens Valley 
Committee pointed to a LADWP initial 
plan to develop a “water banking” site 
in Rose Valley. The idea is to put “excess 
water” from big runoff years in the 
aquifer there, then pump it out when 
needed. If anything, “water banking” 
should translate to putting more water 
in Inyo County aquifers and wellfields, 
she noted. Plus, “there is no excess 
water” in the Owens Valley. Years after 
water started flowing in the Lower Ow-
ens River, LADWP needs to be pressed 
to create “a real river, rather than a slow-
moving canal,” she said. Several speak-
ers addressed the need for LADWP to 
approve the Owens River Water Trail, 
a dormant plan to open six miles of the 
river close to Lone Pine to paddling and 
water sports.

When it comes to lists, Lynn Boulton, 
chair of the Range of Light Group of 
the Sierra Club, has a dandy. The group 
has been tracking and checking the 64 
mitigation projects LADWP committed 
to completing 33 years ago when the 
Inyo-LA Long-Term Water Agreement 
went into effect. Some are done, some 
are sort of done, some are not perform-
ing as planned, and some are flounder-
ing, she said. A larger concern is the fate 
of Fish Slough, the famed springs north 

of Bishop where DFG biologist Phil 
Pister scooped up endangered Owens 
Valley Pupfish in buckets and essen-
tially saved the species from extinction. 
Now, the springs could be extinct since 
the springs are drying up, Boulton said. 
The springs, initial hydrology noted, 
are linked to the aquifer in the Tri-
Valley area, north of Chalfant, which is 
pumped extensively for the area’s hay 
ranches. But Mono County has stalled 
proposed action to address the pump-
ing’s impacts on and Fish Slough until 
a large hydrologic study of the region is 
complete. 

Despite the setbacks, long delays, 

small victories and frustrations, the fight 
for “sustainable environmental justice” 
will continue. “We’re not going any-
where,” said Williams. 

And just like when angry Owens 
Valley residents stormed the Alabama 
Gates 100 years ago, the same passions 
drives the locals to keep pressing into 
the ongoing struggles over water and 
land in the valley. As Prather pointed 
out: “The things you love, you will 
defend.” 

Jon Klusmire of Bishop will keep the 
following wisdom in mind: “Rivers know 
this: there is no hurry. We shall get there 
some day.” – A. A. Milne.
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MONO COUNTYMONO COUNTY
WINTER CLOTHING DRIVEWINTER CLOTHING DRIVE

Organized by Mono County Office of Education Homeless Children and
Youth Program and Community Schools, Mono County Health and

Human Services and Mono County Free Library. 
Contact: Kevin Lian klian@monocoe.org.

As fire season wanes, the U.S. 
Forest Service (USFS) an-
nounced Wednesday that it 

plans to lift fire restrictions and begin 
prescribed pile burning.

Fall 2024 conditions are drier than 
usual, meaning there is still a signifi-
cant amount of grass crop that could 
fuel fires if they occur, according to 
Dawn Johnson, Warning Coordination 
Specialist for the National Weather 
Service (NWS). She made this state-
ment during a Seasonal Preview pre-
sentation to the Mono County Board 
of Supervisors on November 12.

Although temperatures are cooler 
and snow has begun to fall, Johnson 
says more moisture will be needed 
to fully write off wind-driven wildfire 
risk.

However, Inyo National Forest fire 
management staff plan to lift Stage I 
fire restrictions on Friday, November 
22, since “other conditions are present 
that meet the criteria for lowering fire 
restrictions,” stated Lisa Cox, Public 
Affairs Officer for the Inyo National 
Forest, in a press release Wednesday.

Stage I fire restrictions limit activi-
ties such as open burning, fireworks, 
outdoor smoking, and the use of 
certain equipment to reduce the risk 
of wildfires, according to the USFS 
website.

“We still urge everyone to minimize 
wildfire risks when recreating on the 
forest,” said Chance Traub, Interagen-
cy Fire Management Officer for both 
the Forest Service and the Bureau of 
Land Management.

*After all, the Round Fire of 2015 oc-
curred during the winter (February)

Inyo National Forest staff also began 
their first pile burn of the season on 
Thursday in the Mammoth Lakes 
Basin, with ignitions expected to con-
tinue through the following day, Cox 
said.

Pile burns are a way of removing 
green waste produced by long-term 
forest thinning projects, which are 
aimed at improving forest health and 
reducing hazardous fuels, Cox said. 
The piles include limbed branches, 
cut logs, and other vegetation debris 
removed to reduce surface fuels and 
“ladder fuels,” which can carry fire into 
tree canopies.

“Pile burning is one of the tools in 
our toolbox for reducing hazardous fu-
els in a cost-effective way for both the 
forest and nearby communities,” said 
Jennifer Martin, Acting Prescribed Fire 
and Fuels Specialist for Inyo National 
Forest.The USFS explored options to 
remove the material through timber 
and fuelwood sales, but most of the 
piled material is generally smaller in 
diameter, less desirable in quality, or 
constrained by resource-related con-
cerns, Cox wrote.

The first burn will account for up to 
64 acres out of the projected 700 acres 
of pile burning across the northern 
and central areas of Inyo National For-
est over the fall and winter months.

Before each prescribed burn opera-
tion, the USFS will post an announce-
ment detailing the location and 
acreage of the burn on both the Inyo 

National Forest website’s “Alerts” page 
and its Facebook page. Smoke may be 
visible for up to a week after the burn, 
particularly in low-lying areas.

The USFS urges the public not to 
report or call 911 if they see flames or 
smoke in a prescribed burn area.

Following pile ignition, hot ash pits 
may linger in the snow. These pits 
typically remain hot for several days 
after the burn is completed. The public 
and their pets should avoid these ar-
eas during the burn and for a few days 
afterward, as indicated by signage.

As for winter weather projections, 

Johnson told Supervisors to, “expect 
the unexpected.”

Winter outlook

The 2024-25 winter outlook suggests 
a potential La Niña event, though it 
may be weak and not fully developed, 
she said. 

Historically, La Niña years bring 
wetter conditions to the north and 
drier, warmer conditions to the south, 
Johnson said. 

Mono County lies somewhere in 
between those two extremes, which 

means an uncertain winter is at play 
with variations in precipitation and 
temperature patterns, depending on 
shifts in Pacific high and low-pressure 
systems. There is a possibility of wet-
ter-than-normal conditions through 
the season.

Johnson emphasized the impor-
tance of continued monitoring, as 
weather patterns can shift quickly and 
unpredictably and said the NWS is 
working to synthesize their weather 
alerts to make them easier to under-
stand and operate accordingly.
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Beer lovers’ candy store
Selection of more than 300 beers

THANKSGIVING = FAMILY = 
TIME TO STOP BY FOR MORE BOOZE

MAMMOTH LIQUOR

934.6260                Main St. Next to Rick’s

calendar of events
BARS & MUSIC
Happy Hour/
The Liberty Sports Bar and Grill 
Pursuit of Happiness Hour Daily 3-6 
p.m. extended to 8 p.m. for football on 
Mondays and Thursdays. Live Music. 
Best viewing spot in town for live 
sports, other than across the parking 
lot @ Main Street Pizza and Tap. 
More Liberty info: See ad p. 8
Outlaw Saloon Happy Hour Monday 
through Friday from 4-6 p.m. More 
info: See ad p. 19
The Mogul happy hour 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
in the bar. Food and drink specials. 
Lakanuki happy hour 3-6 p.m. daily 
AND karaoke every Sunday, starting at 
8:30 p.m.
Main Street Pizza - See ad this page 
for details. 
Distant Brewing happy hour Monday-
Thursday from 3-5pm. $1/off beer/
wine/cider/seltzer/kombucha

Friday, November 22/
Big Smooth plays Liberty in 
Mammoth. High energy rock! More 
info: See ad p. 8

Sunday, November 24/
NFL Sunday Football @ the Bishop 
Elks Lodge, 151 E. Line St. Starts 9:30 
a.m. Bar open! Public welcome!
Cassie Dunn plays Distant Brewing. 
Time: 7-9 p.m.

Monday, November 25/
Open mic night @ Distant Brewing. 
Time: 6-9 p.m. 

Tuesday, November 26/
Taco Tuesdays @ John’s Pizza Works. 
Time: 4-9 p.m. And a great place to 
watch the game. More info, see ad p. 
19.
Weekly karaoke @ Liberty! Starts 9 
p.m. More info: See ad p. 8

Wednesday, November 27/
Weekly Pool Tournament @ Distant 
Brewing. Hosted by Eastern Sierra 
Pool from 4:30-9:30 p.m.

November 29-30/
Karaoke @ Liberty on Friday and a 
DJ Dance Party with DJ Onezie on 
Saturday. 

TOWN STUFF

TOWN STUFF

A Mammoth Tradition

Since 1970

 644  Old  Mammoth Road (760) 934-2821

Friday, November 22/
BUHS Football hosts semifinal 
playoff v.  Morro Bay. Kickoff 6 p.m. 
Mammoth High School Football 
hosts Fresno Christian in CIF Final. 
Kickoff 7 p.m.
MountainFilm on Tour Shows in 
Mammoth @ USFS Welcome Ctr. 
Doors 6:30 p.m/show 7 p.m. Tix: 
sierraforever.org/mountainfilm-on-
tour

Saturday, November 23/
Geology of Alabama Hills 
presentation hosted by Sierra Forever. 
Time: 11 a.m. - 12 p.m. Meet at the 
Mobius Arch Trailhead in Lone Pine.

Sunday, November 24/
Thanksgiving Community Dinner 
in Independence. Time: 2-5 p.m. 
Location: Owens Valley School, 
Multi-purpose room (202 South Clay 
Street). Bring a Thanksgiving dish to 
accompany turkey, dressing or gravy. 
For info, call 760-878-2594.
Paint ‘n Sip with Tess Marie @ 
Mammoth Brewing. $$$. Time: 6-8 pm. 
Info: tessmarieartistry.biocartel.com

UPCOMING
Monday, November 25/
Bishop City Council Meets. Time: 6 
p.m. Location: City Council Chambers 
@ 377 W Line Street

Wednesday, November 27/
Tamarack Cross Country Ski Center 
Opens. Time: 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Location: 163 Twin Lakes Road.
Afterschool Art Program. Grades 3-5. 
Time: 3-5. Location: Sierra Wellness 
Center, 181 Sierra Manor Road #4 in 
Mammoth. To register, email ccarter@
mono.ca.gov.

Thursday, November 28/
10th annual Footloose Sports Turkey 
Trot. Time: 9 a.m. Register online and 
save $5 at www.mammothtrackclub.
com. More info: See ad p. 5
Thanksgiving Community Dinner in 
Big Pine Time: 2-5 p.m. Sit and enjoy 
a free Thanksgiving meal with family, 
friends and neighbors. Call 760-937-
2951 to RSVP.

Friday, November 29/
Holiday Tree Lighting in the Village 
at Mamomoth. Time: 5-7:30 p.m. Join 
Woolly and Santa for photos, kids 
activities and live music outdoors 
before the first lighting of The Village 
holiday tree.

November 29-30/
Train Rides and Open House @ Laws 
Railroad Museum in Bishop. Time: 10 
a.m. ‘til 2 p.m. Ride the historic Death 
Valley Brill Car! $$$. 760.873.5950

LUNCH SPECIALS
Monday-Thursday, 11am-2pm

Superlative East Coast, Thin-Crust Pizza

• $3 Cheese Slice $4 Pepperoni Slice 
• $1 off all Pints & Tasting Flights
• $1 off all Wines By the Glass

• $2 Off All 10” Pizzas
• 1/2 Off All Salads

Happy 
Hour 

Specials!

Lunch
Specials!

3399 Main Street, Mammoth Lakes, Family Friendly!
(760) 965-0321 | order online | mainstreetpizzaandtap.com

HAPPY HOUR 
Mon-Fri: 3:30-6:30 pm

Sat-Sun: 8pm-Close 

m a m m o t h

GEAR
EXCHANGE

106 S. Main St., Bishop (760) 873-4300

SIERRA 
ELECTRIC

760-920-3547
LIC#  923994

Sean Flavin, Owner

Nov. 29-Dec. 14: Cardinal Village 
Resort Christmas Festival. Time: 
Saturday/Sunday 10-4. Location: 
Cardinal Village Resort, 321 Cardinal 
Road in Bishop.
Nov. 30-Dec. 24: MHS Boosters 
Christmas Tree Lot. Time: 4-7 p.m 
Monday-Friday, 1-7 p.m. Saturday/
Sunday. Location: Outbound 
Mammoth.
Nov. 30: Wild Sage Creative’s First 
Annual Winter Bazaar. Time: 11 a.m. 
-7 p.m. Location: Outbound Mammoth
Dec. 1: Winter Bazaar (9 a.m. ‘til 2 
p.m.) and Tree Lighting (Starts 5:30 
p.m.) in Crowley @ the community 
center. 
Dec. 6-7: Eastern Sierra Community 
Chorus concerts. More info: See ad p. 8
Dec. 7: Bishop Christmas Parade. 
More info: See ad p. 7
Dec. 7-8: Altrusa 25th annual art 
show @ C5 Studios in Bishop. Time: 10 
a.m. ‘til 5 p.m. both days 
Dec. 14: Night of Lights @ MMSA’s 
Canyon Lodge. 



               NO CLASS-IFIEDS 

Sierra Employment Services, Inc.
is hiring for the following positions:  

PT Front Desk Assoc. 
-Mammoth $20-22

FT/PT Maint. Tech 
-Mammoth $20-22

Housekeeper(s) 
-Mammoth $20

Journeyman Plumber 
-Mammoth $30-45

Community Integration Partner - 
Bishop/Mammoth $20-25

   Call or text 760-924-0523

Elevate Your Career At Mammoth Hos-
pital! We have an immediate need for the 
following positions:

· Radiologic Technologist II – Starting 
wage $44.42 to $53.84 based on qualifica-
tions. $5,000 Retention Bonus.

· Landscape Maintenance Technician 
– Starting wage $22.24 to $23.81 based on 
qualification.

· Physical Therapist – Starting wage 
$48.72 to $59.05 based on qualifications. 
$5,000 Retention Bonus

To view more open positions and apply, 
please visit www.mammothhospital.org/
jobs

Shilo Inn is accepting applications for FT 
housekeepers, FT maintenance worker and 
Front desk/night auditor. Immediate Front 
Desk opportunity starting at $18/hour. 
Please call Human Resources (Sarina Quin-
tero) at 925.813.2331 or email your resume 
to squintero@marquishotelsgroup.com. 

U.S.P.S contractor needs a carrier trai-
nee. $33/hr., 5/6 days per week 6 hrs./day.
Must pass FBI clearance & DMV. Contact 

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Reservations Desk Clerk immediate 
opening at the Double Eagle Resort and 
Spa in June Lake CA (20 min from mam-
moth).  Must have excellent customer ser-
vice and computer skills.  Full or part time, 
health benefits, fitness membership and 
PTO.  Great place to work! Email Lodging@
doubleeagle.com 

P/T Wedding Coordinator asst. Great 
computer/communication skills essential. 
Please email interest to:weddingevents.
doubleeagleresort@gmail.com

Creekside Spa and Fitness Desk at the 
Double Eagle Resort and Spa, immediate 
opening for enthusiast team member.  Help 
in creating a wonderful experience for our 
spa and fitness center guests.  Customer 
service, computer, cleaning, food service.  
Full or part time, health benefits, fitness 
membership and PTO.  Great place to work!  
Email  Lodging@doubleeagle.com

Restaurant Server for Eagles Landing 

Help Wanted

Sweetwater Plumbing Inc. FT position 
for Journeyman Plumber and/or Appren-
tice Plumber. Full Benefits. Job is located 
in Mammoth Lakes. Contact 760-914-1266 
info@sweetwaterplumbing.com

John’s Pizza Works seeks energetic, 
motivated, reliable individuals, to work in 
the FOH or cashier position. Oppty. for year-
round employment. PT/FT positions. Expe-
rience preferred. Come in for application.

FRONT DESK PERSON NEEDED FOR 
BOOKKEEPING OFFICE. Customer service, 
secretarial and computer skills necessary. 
Heavy phone duties. Competitive pay, 
401(k) profit sharing, paid vacation, holi-
days. Please send resume to info@butner-
hoaservices.com
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For Rent

Help Wanted
Restaurant at the popular Double Eagle 
Resort and Spa in June Lake CA.  Experience 
in restaurant service, computers and work-
ing as team member are essential.  Full and 
part time available, health benefits, fitness 
membership and PTO.  Great place to work. 
Email Lodging@doubleeagle.com

 Maintenance Supervisor  needed to 
manage a small maintenance team at the 
Double Eagle Resort & Spa in June Lake. You 
will be responsible for ensuring the smooth 
running of upkeep and repair. Must be reli-
able, have technical skills and knowledge of 
various crafts such as carpentry, plumbing 
etc. Leadership and knowledge of admin-
istrative tasks such as scheduling are also 
essential. The goal is to ensure that facilities 
are in good condition at all times. Compen-
sation based on experience and references. 
We offer health benefits, fitness member-
ship and PTO. A great place to work!  Email  
Lodging@doubleeagle.com 

Cooks and Dishwasher jobs available at 
the famous Eagles Landing Restaurant in 
June Lake.  We offer health benefits, fitness 
membership and PTO. A great place to work! 
Email lodging@doubleeagle.com

2 BDR/2 BA/2-CAR GARAGE unit in Lee 
Vining with woodstove & w/d. Cost: $1,900/
mo. Call Dennis @760.914.0492

Now Available!.The Acorns village has 
a vacancy!!  These brand new single-family 
homes are located across from Gull Lake. 
Walk to the town of June Lake, the Brewery 
and more. Minutes to June Mountain ski re-
sort. These units are 2BD/1.5BA with a large 
loft. Full-size W/D and all brand new appli-
ances. Rent is $2500 a month plus utilities.

Text/call 760.807.8975.
2 BDR/one BA, one-car garage, wood-

stove, one-year lease only. $2,850/mo. 
760.937.7569.

Two bay shop space for rent. Approx. 
1,800-sq. feet. No auto repair. Next to Star-
bucks. $3,000/mo. 760.937.7569

Nomadness Rentals has three storage 
spaces for rent, sizes of 38-, 85-, and 130-
sq. feet respectively. Location: 306 Laurel 
Mtn. Rd. For more info, call Michelle @ 
970.837.6720

NOMADNESS ALSO SEEKS FT mainte-
nance techs. $24-27/hour. And a PT quality 
control person - again, call Michelle @ 
970.837.6720

Mammoth Mountain Reservations is 
Looking for a part time office help in Mam-
moth.  Must live in Mammoth. At least 20 
hours/week. Please email resume/work 
experience to info@mammothres.com.

SUPERIOR  COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA

COUNTY OF MONO

The Superior Court of California for 
Mono County i n v i t e s a pp l i c a t i o n 

s f o r t h e p o s i t i o n of

Family Law Facilitator and Self-Help 

Center Program Coordinator

This is a part-time independent 
contractor position for a licensed 
attorney

Annual Salary:
$89,243

A job description and application 
instructions may be obtained on 
the court’s website, https://www.
mono.courts.ca.gov/ge neralinfo/
employment.htm, or contact the court 
at 
(760)923-2321

hr@mono.courts.ca.gov

Closing Date: Open until filled

EOE/AAE/ADAE

Black Tie Ski & Bike Rentals is now hir-
ing for both FT/PT winter seasonal positions 
for the 2024-25 ski season. Seeking proactive 
and energetic individuals who share our 
love of the mountains and possess an en-
trepreneurial spirit. Ideal candidates enjoy 
working in a great team atmosphere and 
are passionate about providing impeccable 
customer service to our guests.

Flexible scheduling is available but MUST 
be able to work weekends & holidays. Com-
petitive compensation includes; generous 
tips, ski pass, 401k, industry pricing equip-
ment deals, personal use of shop equipment 
and tools and family & friend discounts.

If you’re passionate about skiing and/
or snowboarding and enjoy sharing that 
passion with guests of our mountain com-
munity, this could be a great opportunity for 
you. Please email a resume with references 
to mammoth@blacktiemammoth.com if you 
are interested in joining our team.

Help wanted PT/FT retail sporting 
goods and clothing sales.  Housing may be 
available.  Ski pass may be available.  Apply 
by email, dave@mammothgear.com with 
resume if you have one.

MAMMOTH COMMUNITY WATER 
DISTRICT Maintenance Dept. is currently 
recruiting for one permanent Line Mainte-
nance Worker I/II/III (DOQ) position.

FOR APPLICATION INFORMATION/
TO APPLY: Please see the District website 
https://mcwd.dst.ca.us/employment/.

The Alpenhof Lodge, Mammoth Lakes, 
has openings for customer service minded 
people and we are looking to add to our 
front desk team.  

Both full-time year-round positions, 
as well as seasonal winter positions, are 
available. Applicant must be able to work 
evenings, weekends, and some holidays. We 
offer competitive wages, a 401(k) option and 
possible housing option, as well as many 
other perks. If interested, please apply in 
person at 6080 Minaret Road.

Maintenance Field Worker. Busy rental 
agency looking for field maintenance staff. 
Experience is not essential, a clean drivers li-
cense and vehicle will be required. Full-time 
or Part-time, day time hours weekdays and 
weekends available, bi-lingual or English 
speaking, competitive pay based on experi-
ence. To apply, stop by Mammoth Reserva-
tions, 1914 Meridian Blvd with your resume.

Licensed T1 & D1 Water Operator wan-
ted, part-time 5-10 hrs. monthly at Sierra 
Industrial Park. Monthly fee plus hourly, call 
Chip 951-323-5682 This is FLOYD!

He defines “gentle giant.” Our shelter seized 

this big boy from a bizarre situation,  

a blank slate now emerging as  

the sweetest great dog!.

Visit Floyd - and others like him that are  

in search of their forever home – at the 

Inyo County Animal Shelter, located at 

1001 County Road in Big Pine. For more 

information, call (760) 938-2715. To see 

more dogs available for adoption, visit

www.easternsierradogrescue.com

MAKE A DIFFERENCE, BECOME A VOLUNTEER TODAY!MAKE A DIFFERENCE, BECOME A VOLUNTEER TODAY!
Save a life.

Adopt a shelter dog.
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Notice of Public Hearing

Seeking enthusiastic staff to join our team and 
create an unforgettable dining experience. 
Offering competitive pay, a modern kitchen,  
and a professional environment. 
• Breakfast Cooks, Breakfast Servers  
• Dinner Cooks

Please send resume to:  
info.skadi@gmail.com or via text (760) 914-0962S
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We re-open this winter! 

Progress Your Career at Mammoth Hospital!

Openings at www.mammothhospital.com  |

Elevate Your Health

• Success Sharing Incentive Program  

• Staff Development Programs 

• Generous Retirement Match

                                                                                    and PTO Accrual

• Radiologic Technologist II ($5000 Retention Bonus)

• Physical Therapist ($5000 Retention Bonus)

• Landscape Maintenance Technician

We’re currently looking for:

with a proposed resolution for ap-
proval.

Also at the meeting, the town re-
viewed their pre-audit 2022-24 Fund 
Balance, in which they set aside 
$1,350,000 to cover projected costs 
from the Division of State Architects 
(DSA) for the town’s MACC project. The 
town plans to “continue to work with 
DSA to determine if this is required,” 
wrote Rob Patterson, Mammoth Lakes 
Town Manager in his report. 

“Our desire is to secure necessary 
funding and move forward with the 
purchase and sale agreement to obtain 
the property and prepare bid docu-
ments for construction,” he stated. “The 
anticipated cost escalation is roughly 
5% per year so any delays are costly.”

Also in the budget, staff put more 
money towards housing – this time, 
aimed at reaching a target Area Median 

Income (AMI) of 150% to 200% and 
increasing long-term housing through 
home ownership. 

It pulled from four sources of fund-
ing to achieve that goal. The first three 
sources were $1.0M allocated from the 
General Fund, $1.3M from the Tourism 
reserve, and $1.2M from the Housing 
reserve. The remaining funds pull from 
the $5.6M Housing Now! undesignated 
fund balance.

The town plans to explore options for 
small site development, either directly 
through the Town or with an external 
partnership.

“The Town has been successful in 
addressing the needs of our lowest in-
come earners with the restricted fund-
ing opportunities provided by State 
grants,” Patterson wrote in the report. 
“These elements were key in the devel-
opment of the first two phases of the 
Parcel. However, these programs are 
limited to 80% of Area Median Income 
(AMI) which is not a large percentage 
of the need within our community.”

Speaking of that – the Parcel is still 
having trouble filling up. 

“My disappointment is that we start-
ed this project when we did and it’s 
now Thanksgiving and we still haven’t 
put people in all those units – it just 
somehow upsets me terribly,” Mam-
moth Mayor Bill Sauser said.

He said he’d heard of more com-
munication issues with Buckingham 
Property Management, in which Parcel 

applicants are being contacted about 
their move-in date after they’d already 
committed to paying the month’s rent 
in their current residence. 

Patterson said the issue may be that 
the Town made the interest list early on 
in the project’s development, but that 
Sauser’s concerns had not been on his 
radar. They are hoping to make chang-
es to this process for the Kingfisher, the 
second phase of the Parcel.

The Kingfisher will also cater to 80% 
AMI and below. 

Another Housing Now! program, 
their Lease to Locals program, which 
seeks to incentivize second home-own-
ers to rent their properties to long-term 
rentals rather than short-term rentals, 
is also experiencing a slow start.

As of November 12, four properties 
had been leased, six property owners 
were actively interested and nine said 
they would be interested in the future. 
An additional 29 households didn’t 
qualify for the program, and another 23 
households reached out to the program 
but lost interest once they learned 
more about it.

If the program doesn’t pick up soon 
to meet the Council’s goals, Patterson 
said the goal trajectories could be 
extended or the funds could be reallo-
cated to another housing program.

Councilmember Chris Bubser said  
the program may just need a bit of time 
before people become aware of it.

COUNCIL
continued from page 1

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Mono County 
Local Transportation Commission (LTC) will conduct 
a public hearing on December 9, 2024 in the Mono 
County Civic Center, Dana Room (2nd floor), 1290 
Tavern Road, Mammoth Lakes, and the meeting will 
be accessible remotely by livecast at https://mono-
county.zoom.us/j/82405632531 or in person at the CAO 
Conference Room in the Mono County offices, Annex 
1, 74 N. School Street, Bridgeport, where members of 
the public shall have the right to observe, consider and 
offer public comment on the Regional Transportation 
Plan (RTP) no earlier than 9:00 AM. 

The RTP is a long-range plan that outlines transporta-
tion planning for a minimum of 20 years in a given 
jurisdiction and provides a clear vision of the regional 
transportation goals, objectives, and strategies.

The LTC will receive public input on the regional 
transportation system, which encompasses the highway 
and roadway system, aviation facilities, public transit, 
non-motorized activities, the trails network, and other 
mobility-related activities and facilities. The LTC will 
also consider comments from interested citizens on 
desired goals, objectives, and strategies that address the 
transportation system challenges. The first proposed 
draft of the Regional Transportation Plan is available 
for public review online at https://monocounty.ca.gov/
ltc/page/regional-transportation-plan and hard copies 
are available for the cost of reproduction by calling 
760-924-1800.

INTERESTED PERSONS are strongly encouraged to at-
tend the meeting in-person and to submit comments to 
the Secretary of the Mono County Local Transportation 
Commission by mail or in-person at P.O. Box 347, 1290 
Tavern Road STE 138, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 or by 
email at cddcomments@mono.ca.gov, by 8:00 AM on 
Monday, December 9, 2024. 

If you challenge the proposed action(s) in court, you 
may be limited to raising only those issues you or 
someone else raised at the public hearing described in 
this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to 
the Secretary to the Mono County Local Transportation 
Commission at, or prior to, the public hearing.

TS #2024-0156

PUBLIC NOTICE

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Entity 
Is Doing Business As:

Patient Calculator

Kyle Lan Franco 
609 Monterey Pine Rd. 
PO Box 8928
Mammoth Lakes, Calif. 93546

This business is conducted by a general 
partnership. The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the fictitious busi-
ness name listed herein in January, 2024. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on October 3, 2024     
File Number 24-087
2024-0152 (11/9, 11/16, 11/23, 11/30)
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A shot taken by Ehren Goetz during last week’s 40-0 Mammoth victory over Orcutt Academy. 

TWO HOME PLAYOFF GAMES 
IN ONE NIGHT 

Email resume/cover letter to: scottie@mammothtaxi.com

HIRING
NOW Winter Driving Jobs!

Up to $25/Hr. + Tips $$$ PT/FT

• Servicing Mammoth Lakes
• Servicing Mammoth/Bishop Airports
• No commercial license required

Don Joseph Sage died peace-
fully at his home in Mammoth 
Lakes, CA on August 28, 2024. 

He was 91 years old. 
He was born in Upland, Calif. on 

March 5, 1933 and grew up in Cu-
camonga near to where his father and 
uncles were citrus growers. 

Don graduated from Chaffee High 
School in 1951, Pomona College in 
1955 and Baylor University Medical 
School in 1959. 

While in medical school, he met 
and married Joanne “Jodi” Jirik, an RN 
from Minnesota. They moved to Los 
Angeles in 1959 where he completed 
his surgical residency and internship 
at County USC Medical Center. 

In 1964, he moved his family to 
Palos Verdes and began his 35-year 
neurosurgical practice in Torrance. 

In his spare time, he pursued many 
interests including learning to ski and 
getting his private pilot’s license and 
IFR certification. He and Jodi loved 
the outdoors and took the family on 
many camping trips and adventures 
throughout the western states and 
Canada. Mammoth was their favorite 
destination.

When he retired in 1996, they 
moved to Mammoth where they 
quickly became active members 
of the community. Don joined the 
Mammoth chapter of the Rotary club 
where he served in a variety of leader-
ship roles for the next 20 years. He was 
also tapped to serve on the Board of 
Directors and later as Board Chair-
man for the Southern Mono Health-
care District overseeing the opera-
tions of the hospital and its expansion 
from 1997 to 2010.

He and Jodi continued their sup-
port of the arts with the annual Sierra 
Summer Festivals, supporting the 
Felici Trio when it arrived in Mam-

moth in 1998. Don served as chair 
of Chamber Music Unbound from 
its founding in 2003, raising funds to 
support the organization, its concerts 
and its educational outreach.

Don was a life-long learner always 
curious and often skeptical. He never 
took anything at face value but always 
dug deeper to better understand 
the facts. Whether the subject was 
politics, science or human nature, he 
often concluded his assessment with 
what he called Sage’s Four Law: “it’s 
more complicated than that.”

He is preceded in death by Joanne 
“Jodi” Sage, his wife of 57 years, his 
sister, Kathleen Sage and their par-
ents, Kathleen and H. Douglas Sage. 

Don is survived by his four children: 
Suzanne Wall (Michael) of Maple 
Plain, Minn., Tom Sage of Portland, 
Ore., Peggy Armenta of Mammoth 
Lakes and Dave Sage (Abby Wyers) 
of Portland, Ore., his eleven grand-
children and his brother, Lawrence 
Sage of San Luis Obispo, Calif. All 
were present along with friends and 
extended family members to celebrate 
his life at a memorial service held on 
November 9th in Mammoth Lakes.

His was a life of many achievements 
but it was also one of quiet service to 
others – his family, his community, 
his patients. He left his mark, and we 
are all better for having known and 
loved him.  In lieu of flowers, please 
consider contributing to Chamber 
Music Unbound.

OBITUARY
DONALD JOSEPH SAGE 1933-2024

Both the Bishop and Mammoth high 
school football teams will play CIF 
playoff games this Friday night. And 

they’ll both play at home - Bishop kicking 
off at 6 p.m. and Mammoth at 7 p.m. 

Mammoth (10-1) advanced to a CIF 
Final clash versus Fresno Christian (7-4). 
The teams met earlier this year in Mam-
moth, with the Huskies winning 54-18. 

Mammoth has pitched three con-
secutive shutouts leading up to this final 
contest. 

Meanwhile, Bishop advanced to the 
CIF semifinals with a 14-7 home win over 
Santa Ynez last Friday night. 

The game was tied at 7 at the half with 
Bishop getting a touchdown pass from 
Emory Dondero to Brother Dom. 

The Broncos had a chance to expand 
their lead just before the half, but fumbled 
on the goal line leaving the game tied at 
the break. 

After a scoreless 3rd quarter Emory con-
nected with Dom yet again on a 48-yard 

pass setting up their second touchdown 
connection from 8-yards out putting the 
Broncos on top 14-7. 

The defense would close out the win 
with sacks from Malachi Orrick and Garin 
Pritchard on the Pirates final drive. 

Emory Dondero had a big night pass-
ing connecting on 13 of 19 passes for 209 
yards and the two touchdowns. Levi Derr 
caught 5 passes for 37 yards. Dom Don-
doro finished with 3 catches for 68 yards 
and the two touchdowns. Richie Talavera 
caught 3 balls for 52 yards. Elijah Reynolds 
led the way on the ground rushing for 72 
yards on 14 carries. Defensively Carlos Su-
alez and Talavera each had interceptions. 

The Broncos will now host Morro Bay 
in a rematch of last year’s semifinal. The 
game will be played at John Schwab Field 
at BUHS with a 6 p.m kickoff. 

The Broncos won their opening playoff 
game at home on Nov. 8 with a 41-6 win 
over Sanger West. 

Movie Info Line
(760) 934 3131

Movies Starting This Friday  11/22 to 11/28

437 Old Mammoth Rd

Buy Tickets Online
DPlaceEntertainment.com

Friday 
12:00pm   3:45pm   7:00pm   

Monday  
3:45pm   7:00pm

Tuesday 
12:00pm   3:45pm   7:15pm 

Saturday  -  Sunday
9:15am   12:15pm   4:00pm   7:15pm   

(PG) 2h 40m

Wednesday  -  Thursday 
12:00pm    3:45pm    7:00pm 

(R) 2h 30m

(NR) 1h 40m

Tuesday 
7:30pm  

Friday 
12:15pm   3:30pm   7:15pm   

Saturday  -  Sunday
9:00am   12:45pm   3:45pm   7:30pm   

Monday  
3:30pm   7:30pm

Tuesday 
12:15pm   4:00pm

Wednesday  -  Thursday 
12:15pm    3:30pm    7:30pm 
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OVERHYPED CYCLONE
What is a Bomb Cyclone? We had 

a weather forecast up here in 
the Pacific Northwest calling 

for a Bomb Cyclone. I looked out and it 
was raining and a little windy. Nothing. 
Then about an hour later ... lights out. 
No power. Some areas are still without 
power. From what? That was the lamest 
“Bomb Cyclone” I have ever heard of. It 
appeared to me that Puget Sound Energy 
just wanted to save some power and take 
the day off. 12 hours in the darkness for 
me. Bomb Cyclone my ass. I think the 
cover got blown off my big smoker. Fit-

ting it was a Pittsburgh Steeler smoker 
cover. I bitched about the power being off 
because where I live is smothered in trees 
so there is no light getting to that cave 
from anywhere. Then the power came 
on and I looked outside and it was still 
miserably wet, soaked leaves everywhere 
creating a disgusting MUSH and I imme-
diately wanted to start my truck and hit a 
utility pole to put the lights back out. 

Bomb Cyclone ... no wonder that’s the 
Iowa State mascot. A whole bunch of 
nothing. 

The Ravens are a mentally challenged 

bunch. They lost to the Steelers last week. 
And I don’t wanna hear how the Steelers 
have a blueprint to beat ‘em. Rather, the 
Ravens have a blueprint for how to beat 
themselves. How did Derrick Henry fin-
ish with 13 carries for 65 yards in a game 
where they KNOW it will be a FG or less 
margin of victory for either team? How 
did Henry not have a single carry in the 
4th quarter? The Ravens seem intent on 
trying to prove QB Lamar Jackson is the 
MVP again and they do it to the detri-
ment of their own success. They did it 
in the playoffs last year and did it in this 

game which was important to decid-
ing who has control of the division and 
therefore home field advantage in the 
playoffs. AND they need to shoot their 
kicker. Justin Tucker, who used to be as 
automatic as getting laid in a whorehouse 
but his foot is crooked now. He couldn’t 
kick me in the ass if I were standing right 
in front of him. 

Oh yeah, the Ravens had a 2-point 
conversion attempt to tie the game with a 
minute to play. Where was Derrick Hen-
ry? Not in the game, but on the sidelines, 
thinking why the hell did I sign here? 

Meanwhile, the Steelers keep winning 
despite playing poor offense. Everyone 
has Mike Tomlin as coach of the year 
now. It’s amazing how great you look 
when you lower your standards and ex-
pectations so much that you get heralded 
for moderate success. The Steelers didn’t 
score a TD all game and won. They have 
done that twice this year. And they are 
happy. I am not. And QB Russell Wilson 
is not cooking. He is doing a Sous Vide at 
best. His completion percentage is 60.3% 
and he has 6 TD passes in 4 games. His 
QB rating was 14.3 against the Ravens 
and these ain’t the 2000 Ravens. The 
Steelers are a house of cards waiting for a 
wind gust. 

The Bills must cut their kicker. He is 
dreadful. They keep glossing over it and 
saying how much they love him and ... 
maybe he just DESERVES to keep his job. 
He has been bad all season and missed 
the big kick last year in the playoffs. Then 
a couple weeks ago he hit a 61 yarder 
to win the game and that was the worst 
thing for them. They thought that fixed 
him and Josh Allen wanted to cry for him 
he was so happy for him. Then last week, 
he’s missing again. He is going to doom 
them in the playoff. 

Seahawks. What is going on with them? 
They cut their starting LB, then their 27-
year old starting center abruptly retired. 
That kind of turnover with starters is 
usually indicative of something going on 
there culturally. Either the coaches aren’t 
happy with some of the team members 
and are cleaning house or the players 
don’t like the coaching staff. The coach 
has had a stellar reputation so not sure 
what is going there but ….something is 
going on.
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FOR BACKCOUNTRY ACADEMY, NO ONE SITS ON THE BENCH(ETLER)

ON THE SLOPES

This winter, Eastern Sierra locals get 
unreal fl ight discounts. Save up to 40% off  
Advanced Air with service from MMH four 
days a week, starting November 27. Or save 
up to 10% on United with daily service from 
BIH to SFO starting December 12 and DEN 
starting December 19. Thank you for being 
such unreal neighbors. Learn more at 
VisitMammoth.com/FlyLocal.

LOCALS-ONLY
AIRFARES ARE TAKING OFF.

Terms and conditions apply. Rates and dates subject to change without notice. 
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Mammoth Lakes welcomes 
Arc’teryx Backcountry Academy 
this winter (March 7-9, 2025), an 

event designed to empower outdoor en-
thusiasts with essential backcountry skills, 
led by experienced mountain athletes & 
certified guides. The Academy has already 
built a strong following, with previous ses-
sions held in Jackson Hole and Whistler.

Among the athletes bringing their 
expertise to Mammoth’s Academy is 
seasoned skier and Arc’teryx athlete Chris 
Benchetler. 

“I’ve attended the Whistler Academy 
a couple of times now, and loved each 
experience,” said Benchetler, who says 
Arc’teryx Academy represents more than 
just training sessions; it’s a chance to 
impart valuable backcountry knowledge 
gathered over years of skiing, summiting, 
and navigating alpine environments. 

From essential safety techniques to 
refining their skiing and riding abilities, 
attendees come away with a deeper un-
derstanding of what it takes to be pre-
pared and self-sufficient in the backcoun-
try. “People achieve a massive spectrum 
of skills,” he explains. “As mountain 
athletes, we never truly master anything 
in the backcountry; we’re constantly 
learning. Being able to pass down insight 
and knowledge from decades of mistakes, 
failures, and experiences is a wonderful 
gift.”

“Every day spent in the mountains is a 

day to learn something new, he adds, “so 
being surrounded by people with experi-
ence is always going to foster invaluable 
insights.” 

The Need for Backcountry Education

Benchetler highlights that formal back-
country education has become a corner-
stone of modern outdoor sports. With 
the increase in popularity of backcountry 
skiing and snowboarding, the need for a 
solid foundation in mountain safety has 
never been more urgent. “No one is safe 
in the backcountry, even the most experi-
enced people,” he says. 

He emphasizes the importance of skills 
like avalanche awareness, terrain selec-
tion, and group communication, as these 
can be lifesaving. Through real-world 
experiences and challenges, each of the 
Arc’teryx world-class athletes and Sierra 
Mountain Guides are equipped to lead 
participants and teach them the tools 
necessary to explore going forward. 

Advice for First-Time Participants

Benchetler’s advice for newcomers 
to the Academy is simple but essential: 
“Limit your expectations and enjoy the 
moments.” He emphasizes that being in 
the mountains means dealing with unpre-
dictability—from weather to snow condi-
tions. Rather than striving for perfection, 

he advises participants to embrace each 
lesson as it comes, adapting to the moun-
tains and staying open to the experience. 
“Show up ready to learn from the moun-
tains,” he advises. 

Backcountry travel inherently involves a 
degree of unknown, and the willingness to 
go with the flow is a crucial trait. 

A Lifelong Impact

Each academy session, whether in 
Whistler or Mammoth, reflects the 

Arc’teryx ethos: a dedication to the high-
est standards of outdoor education and 
preparedness. For locals in Mammoth 
Lakes and the Sierra community, the 
opportunity to engage with world-class 
athletes like Benchetler offers a unique 
chance to build lasting skills, relation-
ships, and a deeper connection to the 
natural environment.

Clinic information is now live at mam-
moth.arcteryxacademy.com and you can 
reserve your spot in a clinic beginning 
Wednesday, Nov. 27



A NEW
HOME 

FOR 
FAMILY

FUN
ONLY TWO HOMES REMAIN! 

SCHEDULE A PRIVATE TOUR TODAY.

ONLY TWO HOMES REMAIN! CALL FOR CURRENT AVAILABILITY.
Our Final Two Luxury Mountain Retreats Are Selling, Close to Miles of Trails, Open Space & Near Mammoth Mountain.Our Final Two Luxury Mountain Retreats Are Selling, Close to Miles of Trails, Open Space & Near Mammoth Mountain.

3 Bedrooms W/ Flex Room • 3.5 Baths • 2,152 Sq. Ft. of Living Space • SALES (760) 934-3334 • LIVECREEKHOUSE.COM

All information subject to change. The Snowcreek Property Company. CalDRE #01812140.All information subject to change. The Snowcreek Property Company. CalDRE #01812140.
2024. All rights reserved.2024. All rights reserved.

ANOTHER LUXURY DEVELOPMENT BY THE CHADMAR GROUP
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