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ELLIS TO DEPART THE ISLAND

Chris Bubser took over as Mammopth's Mayor on Wednesday. Read 
more on page 9.

When 6:30 
happens at 5:30
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more ELLIS, pg. 2

By Lunch
BRC SET TO OPEN

Cami and Jim Ellis 

PHOTO: STUART BROWN

Longtime Sierra resident 
and 14-year Bishop 
Councilman Jim Ellis and 

his wife Cami will be pulling up 
stakes soon (as soon as their 
home on West Pine St. sells). 

And they’re moving to Kan-
sas. 

Ellis’s last Council meeting 
will take place this coming 
Monday. 

Ellis, 56, has worked for the 
Los Angeles Dept. of Water 
and Power for the past 15 
years. Prior to that, he worked 
as a dispatcher for the police 
department. 

His wife worked for the Inyo 
Mono Advocates for Commu-
nity Action (IMACA). 

Between them, they have 
six children - a reverse Brady 
Bunch of sorts. He came to the 
marriage with three daughters, 
and she brought three sons. 

They met at an after-school 
talent show/raffle. 

Their first date? A joint trip 
with the kids to the Tri-County 
Fair. 

The kids now range in age 
from 19 to 27. 

Politics

Ellis said he’s always had a 
fascination with politics - ever 
since his grandfather served on 
Bishop’s Council in the ‘70s. 

He even served as class 
president of his BUHS class his 
junior year. 

When he decided to run for 
Council in 2010, the old hands 
said he was too young (he was 
42) and too inexperienced for 
the job - that he should volun-
teer for a commission and get 
“seasoned.” 

He pulled papers anyway. 
When he told his grandfather 

about it, the old man didn’t 
mince words. “You’re a damn 
fool,” would be a PG-rated way 

to describe his reaction. 
As grandfather said, you’re 

not gonna make any friends in 
that job. 

But as Ellis says, he got into 
it to help his town and make a 
difference if he could. 

So he took his girls out on the 
campaign trail (“If you want 
to run for office and you don’t 
have kids, rent ‘em” advises El-
lis with a grin) and knocked on 
doors and won that first race.

But he learned some lessons 
and humility along the way. 
As he says, he started out with 
big visions while the electorate 
was more interested in making 
small improvements around 
the edges. So he listened. And 
as he advises any novice politi-
cian stepping into the role, “For 
the first two years, shut up and 
pay attention.” 

Of the Councilmembers he 
served with over the years, the 
late Pat Gardner stands out. 
The Gardner mantra was Lis-
ten, Think, Speak, Repeat. “You 

don’t speak just to speak. You 
do that and you’re just wasting 
people’s time,” said Ellis. “It’s 
not a show, it’s a job.” 

Because Gardner was de-
liberate and selective in her 
remarks, they carried more 
weight. 

Ellis also enjoyed serving 
with Joe Pesci because they 
shared a similar outlook and 
sensibility. 

As to City Administrators, El-
lis worked with six. Two stand 
out above the rest - the late Jim 
Tatum and the current admin-
istrator Deston Dishion. 

“Jim changed my politi-
cal life,” says Ellis. “He wasn’t 
afraid of ideas, change, trying 
stuff … he taught me what was 
possible.” 

He said Tatum was expert 
at taking the stuff you tossed 
at the wall, and discerning 
what ideas had merit and were 
worth pushing. 

He feels he’s leaving at a 

By Lunch

The Eastern Sierra Small 
Business Resource Cen-
ter is finally a reality. 

Its sparkling new space (269 
No. Main St. next to Good Earth 
Yogurt in downtown Bishop) is 
built out and ready for move-
in. An opening reception is 
scheduled for next Tuesday. 

The Sheet met with cur-
rent Sierra Business Council 
Chairman Allan Pietrasanta 
and recently hired Resource 
Center Director Meryl Picard 
on Wednesday to discuss how 
the Center can help promote 
aspiring small business owners 
on the Eastside. 

Pietrasanta, whose busi-
ness background includes two 
decades owning a local sew-
ing manufacturing business 
followed by 17 years as the 
national sales manager for the 
local Rousek Toy Co., broke 
down the Center’s offerings as 
follows:

First, as a resource for techni-
cal assistance, from helping to 
write business plans, to navi-
gating insurance and paper-
work and state requirements, 
and even getting into skills 
development (i.e. how to read a 
financial statement). 

Second, as a hub for small 
business people looking to con-
nect - a promoter of “network-
ing opportunities.” 

Third, as a potential source of 
capital - by creating an investor 
network and connecting inves-
tors to entrepreneurs. 

“There are people with good 
energy here, and we want to 
match this energy with inves-
tors,” said Pietrasanta. 

“Anybody can start a busi-
ness,” he added. “We want to 
help them do that successfully.” 

Sometimes, acknowledged 
Pietrasanta, the service is in 
helping people get realistic 
about where they’re at. You’ll 
lay things out for people, he 

said, and they’ll realize they’re 
not ready. “We don’t want 
people sinking their life savings 
into something that’s not well-
thought out.” 

Picard was hired at the end of 
October. She currently sits on 
the Bishop Paiute Tribal Coun-
cil, and has sat on the Tribe’s 
Economic Development Board. 
She also has five years of HR 
experience and a leadership 
background as Tribal Chair.

Picard expects the bulk of the 
queries she'll field are for those 
interested in retail, lodging, 
trades and guide services. 

Post-Covid, observes Pi-
etrasanta, there's been an 
influx of folks who moved here 
permanently and are interested 
in more goods and services. 

Pietrasanta and Picard

STFU (again)
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ELLIS
continued from page 1

more BUNCH, page 14

good time, with a strong staff (including new fire and police chiefs) in place 
and a Council that works well together. 

He also acknowledges that the city has changed - that greater California 
has seeped into the local landscape. Social issues, housing and homelessness 
are big issues facing small municipalities. “It used to be stuff like, ‘Can I keep 
chickens in my backyard?’ Times have changed.” 

Kansas 

So how did Jim and Cami decide to retire to Kansas? 
It all started over a more general conversation three years ago regarding 

retirement. 
And Idaho just seemed like another California, Boise another Irvine.
With their six children scattered all over the place, Jim looked toward the 

midwest as a central location. He wanted something rural, with an airport 
nearby. 

And then Cami got in the mix, doing research, looking at demographics (she 
recommends niche.com, which lets you know all sorts of stats on places). 

They decided to fly out and look. 

22 homes
4 days
8 realtors
Traveling 1,400 miles within a geographic box Cami had outlined. 

The third home they saw was a 114-year old Victorian in the northeastern 
Kansas town of Hiawatha (pop. 3,200), famous for being the birthplace of the 
Halloween tradition of trick-or-treating (who knew?)

The home immediately became the yardstick for everything that followed. 
They closed on it December 30, 2021. 
And when they were handed the keys, they were handed (no joke) skeleton 

keys. 
At first, the neighbors were a bit apprehensive of the incoming Californians, 

but were soon assuaged to learn Jim and Cami aren’t going there to change 
Kansas to their liking - they’re going there and assimilating. 

*If only that occurred around here. 
“I mean, I’ve got just as many guns as they do,” joked Jim. 
As to their home for sale, Jim and Cami have had it beautifully remodeled 

and it’s literally a stone’s throw from the high school. Perfect for a family. Even 
a family with six kids. 

And from Fisher’s desk ... 

Fair appointees

Joyce Kaufman, of June Lake, and Alonso Escobar, of Mammoth Lakes, were 
appointed to the Eastern Sierra Tri County Fair Board by Governor Newsom 
on December 4, 2024. 

“It’s an amazing resource that, in the past, has been mostly represented 
by folks from Inyo County, so I’m delighted that two people have stepped 
forward and been willing to accept that. There’s a lot that can happen there,” 
Mammoth Lakes Mayor Chris Bubser said at the Mammoth Town Council’s 
regular meeting on Wednesday, December 4.

Kaufman is the Chair of the Mono County Democratic Central Committee, 
member of the International Studies Association and the American Politi-
cal Science Association. She was a Professor at Whittier College from 1985 to 
2019.

Escobar has been the Arts Advocacy and Policy Director at Mono Arts 
Council since 2023. He is a member of the Mammoth Unified School District 
Board of Trustees, California for the Arts Board of Trustees, and California 
Arts Advocates Board of Trustees. 

“These are significant appointments,” Mammoth Lakes Councilmember 
John Wentworth said at the meeting.

Buncha trouble 

In other news, Arlene Bunch, who was dubbed a “miracle woman” in March 
2023 after she survived a propane explosion in her home, is the subject of 
an online scandal after she was caught on video making racist remarks to an 
Indian family on an United Airlines shuttle bus at LAX airport.

Photographer Pervez Taufiq posted a video of Bunch raising both her 
middle fingers and calling him “f’ing crazy” and a “tandoori stinky ass” to 
Instagram on November 23. Taufiq has 147k followers on Instagram as of 



a total success!
a total success!
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The 10th Annual Footloose Turkey Trot presented by Mammoth Dental 
on Thanksgiving morning was a total success!  With over  
350 runners and walkers, it was our biggest Trot so far.  

ASICS MAMMOTH TRACK CLUB WOULD LIKE TO THANK:
• Town of Mammoth Lakes for plowing the Town bike path from the 

L.A. Kings Ice Rink to the Crowley Lake overlook
• Mammoth Lakes Police Department for their continued  

(in-kind) support of our running events
• The Town of Mammoth Lakes Parks and Rec Department for  

their help in navigating the event permitting process
• Designs Unlimited for providing discounts on our race shirts
• The Sheet newspaper for a consistent, generous discount on ads 

for our events
• Mammoth Lakes Tourism for their continued support of our Club
• Our volunteers from the ASICS Mammoth Track Club and 

Mammoth High School Cross Country Running team

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR FINANCIAL SPONSORS:

TurkeyTrot
The 10th Annual Footloose
The 10th Annual Footloose
The 10th Annual Footloose
The 10th Annual Footloose

Thank You Thank You 
from the ASICS Mammoth Track Club

• Elixir Superfoods
• The Stove Restaurant
• Blazing Shears
• Mammoth Hospital
• Paramount Furniture

• Wood Law Group
• Management Associates
• Mammoth Mountain Ski Area
• Mammoth Physio
• Holiday Haus

Title Sponsor: Footloose Sports
Presenting Sponsor: Mammoth Dental
Race Shirt Sponsor: ASICS America

GOLD SPONSORS:

TAKE YOUR RENTALS HOME 
FOR THE WINTER SEASON
Purchase a Season-Long Standard 
Rental package for only $329 – 
$229 for child rentals – so you can 
rent once, pick up your equipment, 
and keep it with you all season 
long (no storage provided). 

Includes a free Wax Card valid for 
10 waxes and one free tune-up and 
binding check at any Mammoth 
Mountain Tuning & Repair shop.

MAMMOTHMOUNTAIN.COM/RENTALS

Available Online and the 
Mountain Center in The Village

OFFER ENDS DEC 31

TREE 
SERVICE
& Consulting

Joe Benigno’sJoe Benigno’sJoe Benigno’s

SERVICES OFFERED

• Tree Removal 
• Tree Trimming and Pruning

• Stump Grinding
• Fuel Reduction/Defensible Space

Why Partner With Us?
At Joe Bennigno’s Tree Service, we are 
committed to providing top-quality service 
and results that exceed expectations.  

We Are:
• Experienced Professionals
• Compliant and Insured
• Creative, Offering Custom Solutions

(530) 577-1553
www.joebenignos.com

Cont. Lic. #893950  
ISA #WE-6694A   

LTO #A9545

SAVE UP TO $150 ON SERVICES $1,000 OR ABOVE

F I N A N C I N G  O P T I O N S  A V A I L A B L E
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LETTERS
On failed DEI hires

Dear Editor, 

I shouldn't really enjoy it when butt-
hurt, woke, indoctrinated, left-wing 
liberals like Mr Cunha cry when their 
heroes like Kam get called out for 
what they are, a failed DEI hire. Just 
this once, I'll enjoy it.  

President Biden identified Kam as 
a DEI hire when he said, while cam-
paigning, that he wanted to nominate 
a woman, often adding a woman of 
color.  That's a DEI hire!  

She WAS the worst Vice-President in 

history with no accomplishment that 
can be pointed out. As border czar, 
she facilitated 10-20 million illegal 
aliens entering this country, bring-
ing with them crime, murder, drugs, 
disease and more that contributed to 
the deaths of thousands of US citizens 
and costing untold billions of taxpayer 
dollars. Spare me her trying to deny 
the border czar title - she was.  

Liberals try to impress us with their 
education, titles, their own self im-
portance. Just remember, people with 
views like Joe and Kam's have been 
running California for years, think on 
that! 

I notice Mr. Cunha also likes to den-
igrate the educational, financial and 
career accomplishments of someone 
he doesn't even know, in addition to 
calling them misogynists and racists -  
time-tested liberal fall back insults!  

I'll just say I've lived full time in this 
town  for almost 50 years. I don't owe  
anyone a dime. Not a mortgage com-
pany, not an auto loan or credit card 
company, nobody, not a dime. If he 
can say the same, more power to him. 

Nothing has changed since my 
comments last week. It's still time to 
sit down and STFU. Your hero lost for 
a reason. 

Allen Brown
Mammoth Lakes

And now a letter in response to John 
Rogitz

Passing judgment

Dear Mr. Rogitz,

I read with interest your charming 

Mammoth Hospital is committed to enhancing the care we provide to our
Physical Therapy/Occupational Therapy patients. We invite you to
participate in a focus group to share your insights and suggestions.

Please submit a brief application via the link below or scan the QR code to
be considered for the group. The focus group will meet in person on the
following dates and dinner will be provided:

Monday, January 13, 2025, 5:30 – 7:00 PM
Mammoth Hospital, Conference Room A/B

Monday, March 3, 2025, 5:30 – 7:00 PM
Mammoth Hospital, Conference Room A/B

Seeking Participants: 
Mammoth Hospital Physical Therapy/
Occupational Therapy Focus Group

Applications are due by Friday, December 27, 2024.
Participants will be notified by Friday, January 3, 2025. 
If you have any questions please contact 
760-965-9954.

Thank you for your interest in helping us 
improve our services!

MammothHospital.com 

Email resume/cover letter to: scottie@mammothtaxi.com

HIRING
NOW Winter Driving Jobs!

Up to $25/Hr. + Tips $$$ PT/FT

• Servicing Mammoth Lakes
• Servicing Mammoth/Bishop Airports
• No commercial license required

letter to Mr. Carleton, dated as of 30 
November 2024, and was left with a 
question the answer to which only 
you can provide.

However, given the glaring, woeful 
absence of language and logic you 
have so have so clearly and consis-
tently demonstrated in your cor-
respondence with Mr. Carleton over 
these past several years, I have taken 
it upon myself to provide you with the 
following three possible answers to 
this question:

1. You're a dumbass who cannot 
correctly spell the word "judgment;"

2. You have inadvertently let slip 
your hidden Loyalist leanings by 
spelling this word in the English man-
ner, thus despoiling the language for 
which our forefathers shed their blood 
upon this sacred soil. You, sir, are a 
brigand, a scoundrel and a traitor 
to your country and its people. This 
affront to our collective honour shall 
not stand. You leave me no choice 
but to throw down the gauntlet and 
formally challenge you to a duel. We 
shall meet at the United States Capitol 
at 8 a.m. GMT on 6 January 2025. This 
shall be  a duel of wits. As such, I shall 
tie half of my brain behind my back, 
and use very small words, so as to give 
you - as befits a gentleman - a fighting 
chance; or

3. You're a dumbass who cannot 
correctly spell the word "judgment."

Jamie Stewart 
Mammoth Lakes 
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By Fisher
SEASON’S GREETINGS = $6 HOT CHOCOLATE 
OP/ED

Photo taken 6:29 p.m. Gathering for the tree lighting of a tree already lit. 

BINGO 
NIGHT

Not Your Grandma’s

Tuesday Dec 10th  
at the Warming Hut  
343 Old Mammoth Rd

Open for Happy Hour 3-5pm,   
Bingo registration starts at 5 pm
First BINGO game at 6:00 pm

This month’s proceeds go to:  
Eastern Sierra Community Chorus
escchorus.org

winnings galore!

Presented by

I attended the the Holiday Tree 
Lighting in the Village at Mam-
moth on Friday, November 29 

without the intent of writing about it, 
but, alas, here I am.

Well, I should say, I attempted to at-
tend the Holiday Tree Lighting in the 
Village. The event was slated to run 
from 5 to 7:30 p.m., with live music on 
the Village Plaza Stage beginning at 
5:30 p.m. and the tree lighting set for  
6:30 p.m., according to the Mammoth 
Mountain website.

I arrived around 6 p.m. to see the 
tree already lit and the stage bare. I 
was confused, but I bought two $6 (!!)  
hot-chocolates from the outdoor bar 
anyway - with the tip options being 
20, 25 and 30%. 

Ho ho ho. 
In the interim, I perused the snow-

lined Village shops among children 
holding hands and dogs wearing ugly 
Christmas sweaters. Families lined up 
to take photos with Santa and Mam-
moth Mountain employees dressed as 
elves managed the line.

I returned to the plaza just before 
6:30 p.m. alongside the other opti-
mistic crowd-members awaiting a 
Hallmark-movie style scene. Maybe 
they’d turn the lights off and back on 
again. Who knew? 

The sound crew was in the process 
of removing their equipment, and 

eventually, when enough people had 
gathered around to raise an eyebrow, 
a man got on stage and announced to 
the crowd over the microphone, “As 
you can see, the tree is already lit,” and 
bid the group a farewell and good-
night. 

Some people laughed, others 
booed. Most murmured in confusion, 
and a few parents around me collect-
ed their children and explained the 
situation. Some kids played absent-
mindedly alongside the stage, forming 
perfectly cylindrical snowballs with a 
plastic gadget and stacking them atop 
each other. 

We’d all missed the show. The 
crowd slowly dispersed. 

Which was really a shame, because 
according to Robert Richards, the 
Village’s Event Coordinator, it was a 
“seamless” event, having started at 
5:30 p.m. and ended at 6:00 p.m., us-
ing the Tree Lighting as the grand fi-
nale. Once the show ended, the event 
was over and they broke everything 
down, Richards said.

Seamless.
The Holiday Tree Lighting is an 

annual event, he explained, but event 
organizers (i.e. Richards) decided 
to ‘ramp up the excitement’ with a 
holiday show through a contracted 
company. He intends to repeat the 
show-style tree lighting in the coming 

years.
When I asked him about the 6:30 

p.m. crowd, he said, “I don’t know 
about that. It was over.” It may have 
been a problem with printing, he said, 
but he didn’t know and repeated that 
it was a seamless event.

Seamless. 
So, if you’re going next year, get 

there early. And if you missed this 
year’s Village show like I did, the Town 
of Mammoth Lakes is holding its own, 
separate Tree Lighting at the Town Ice 

Rink on Old Mammoth Rd. this Friday 
night. 

The Town hasn’t hosted its own tree 
lighting for the first time in years. 

The event is projected to begin at 
5 p.m. and have complimentary (!!) 
hot beverages, s’mores, free skating 
and holiday music, said Stuart Brown, 
Parks & Recreation Director. 

The official countdown for the tree 
lighting will begin at 5:30, Brown said. 

I’ll be there extra early.
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Press Release
PERKINS HONORED

Darcie Perkins

Behavioral Health Services Coor-
dinator for Mono County, Darcie 
Perkins, was recognized at the 

2024 Annual Chief Probation Officers of 
California (CPOC) Awards Ceremony as 
the organization’s Central Region Em-
ployee of the Year.
 “Darcie exemplifies the dedication and 
leadership that drives our department 
forward,” said Karin Humiston, Mono 
County’s Chief Probation Officer. “Her 
exceptional ability to connect clients 
with vital services, foster collaboration 
between agencies, and provide hands-on 
support reflects her deep commitment 
to improving lives and helping enhance 
safety in our communities.”

 As the primary liaison for mental 
health services, she coordinates psychi-
atric and psychological assessments, 
substance abuse programs, and individ-
ual and residential treatment services. 
Her leadership role in the Reentry Com-
mittee—a multi-disciplinary team that 
meets weekly to plan stable living and 
resource connections for probationers 
exiting custody or treatment—is instru-
mental in fostering successful transitions 
for both adult and juvenile clients.

 In a rural community with limited re-
sources, Darcie excels at building bridges 
between agency partners, such as behav-
ioral health, corrections, education, and 
adult services, to promote meaningful 
communication and collaboration. Her 
commitment to service extends beyond 
her professional duties as she actively 
participates in youth-focused commu-
nity events.

 Darcie’s dedication to her community 
was highlighted by her extraordinary 
bravery on June 3, 2024, when she and 
another probation employee saved a 
woman trapped in a burning vehicle. 
Demonstrating exceptional courage, 
Darcie helped remove the driver from 
the vehicle, ensured the safety of other 
occupants, and maintained a secure pe-
rimeter as the vehicle exploded multiple 
times. For her heroic actions, she was 
awarded the Medal of Valor.

 “Darcie Perkins embodies the spirit 
of service, courage, and compassion,” 
said Kelly Vernon, CPOC President and 
Tulare County Probation Chief. “Her 
tireless commitment to connecting 
people with critical resources and her 
extraordinary bravery during a life-
threatening situation reflect the very best 
of what probation professionals strive to 
achieve.”
 

LOCAL BRIEFS
Indecent Proposal 

 
On Sunday, November 24, 2024, the 

Mammoth Lakes Police Department 
received information that a Mammoth 
Lakes resident identified as Jose Oscar 
Ramirez-Hernandez was attempting to 
solicit a minor female for sexual acts via 
social media. 

On Wednesday, November 27, 2024, 
Ramirez-Hernandez arranged to meet 
with the minor at a local hotel with the 
intent of having sexual intercourse. 
Instead, Ramirez-Hernandez was met 
by MLPD Detectives and Mono County 
District Attorney’s Investigators and was 
placed under arrest without incident. 
Ramirez-Hernandez was charged with 
288.2(A)(1)PC - Sending Harmful Mate-
rial to Seduce a Minor, 288.4 (A)1PC - 
Arranging Meeting With Minor For Lewd 
Purpose and 288.4(B) PC – Going to 
Arranged Meeting Place with Minor.  

Ramirez-Hernandez is currently be-
ing held on a $75,000 bail at the Mono 
County Jail.

Criminal charges are merely allega-
tions of criminal conduct. An individual 
charged with a crime is presumed inno-
cent until the contrary is proven beyond 
a reasonable doubt in a court of law.

Shop with a cop

The 2024 Eastern Sierra Shop with 
a Cop event is coming soon (Dec. 14). 
This event is designed to help give area 
students and their families in need a 
joyous Holiday Season. We have worked 

with our local school staff and School 
Resource Officer, as well as the School 
Resource Officers from the Mammoth 
Lakes Police Department and the Mono 
County Sheriff’s Department to identify 
and invite 50 area students from Inyo 
and Mono counties to participate in this 
year’s event.

Each participant is provided with the 
opportunity to complete a shopping list 
of gifts for their family. As the items are 
received, they will be sorted and gift-
wrapped by volunteers. On the day of 
the event, each participant will be picked 
up at their home by their assigned Law 
Enforcement Partner and driven to the 
Eastern Sierra Tri-County Fairgrounds, 
where the Bishop Lions Club will provide 
a pancake breakfast. After breakfast, 
we will all line up for our annual ‘Code 
3’ ride down Bishop’s Main Street and 
return to the Fairgrounds for a Christmas 
party full of games, raffles, activities, and 
a special visit from Santa before distrib-
uting gifts. Law Enforcement agencies 
from Inyo and Mono counties participate 
in this event and include every agency 
you can think of. 

Eastern Sierra Shop with a Cop is en-
tirely donation-driven, and the contin-
ued support from the community, both 
near and far, each year is what makes 
this program a success. To donate, make 
checks payable to ESPOA (Eastern Sierra 
Peace Officers Association) with “Shop-
with-a Cop” written in the memo line. 
ESPOA is a 501(c)3, and your donation is 
tax-deductible.



This winter, Eastern Sierra locals get 
unreal fl ight discounts. Save up to 40% off  
Advanced Air with service from MMH four 
days a week, starting November 27. Or save 
up to 10% on United with daily service from 
BIH to SFO starting December 12 and DEN 
starting December 19. Thank you for being 
such unreal neighbors. Learn more at 
VisitMammoth.com/FlyLocal.

LOCALS-ONLY
AIRFARES ARE TAKING OFF.

Terms and conditions apply. Rates and dates subject to change without notice. 
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Biggest Backcountry Ski 
Rental Department in

TRY BEFORE YOU BUY!!!  
(3-day rental applied  
towards purchase)

MAMMOTH & 
CALIFORNIA

20% 
AVALANCHE EQUIPMENT

mammothgear.com

Mammoth Nordic Supply…our store in store 
for all your skate and xc skiing needs. Offering 
the best ski package deals in the country!!!!!  
Too good to print!!!!! We carry ATK, Dynafit, 
Black Diamond, Salomon, Patagonia, The 
North Face, Arcteryx and more!

Best Service, Prices, & Brands

MAMMOTH MOUNTAINEERING SUPPLY   
361 Old Mammoth Rd, Mammoth Lakes | PH: (760) 934-419 | OPEN 8am-8pm

$50 SKI TUNE 
SPECIAL 

(usually $70) using our 
best in the world  

Wintersteiger Jupiter!

OFF

Ask and receive 20% off 
avy air backpacks, avy 
transceivers, shovels and 
probes. Proud sponsors of ESAC.

NEVER  
WAX YOUR 
SKIS AGAIN 

Offering 
Phantom Wax 

Treatment!

MAMMOTH MOUNTAINEERING SUPPLY   

LET’S CELEBRATE THE HARD WORK & DEDICATION OF OUR LOCAL YOUTH

NOMINATED BY JUAN L VILLALPANDO (MHS VARSITY BOYS SOCCER HEAD COACH)

Introducing the Husky of the Week, Senior, Torivio Madrigal. Toro has really 
stepped up this year as a part of the MHS Boys Varsity Soccer teams. As Center Back 
on the field, he may not get much glory from scoring goals but he plays a vital part in 
leading the team. He has proven to be an excellent leader. Toro establishes himself 
well by leading through example then following up with excellent correction and 
positivity. These are some of the key qualities that earned him the title of Captain. 
Toro has a passion for the game that fuels his fire and it has been contagious!

Toro has been honored as a ‘Top Dawg’ at Mammoth High (Student of the Month), and 
is fulfilling his primary role of student well keeping a 3.8 GPA. During Toro’s free time, 
he likes to spend time with his family and being outdoors fishing.  Congratulations 
Toro, we are excited to watch you lead your team this season!
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Meta Cheryl White died peacefully in 
her sleep on October 28, 2024. She was 
67. The cause of death was neurodegen-
erative disease. Her dementia had been 
diagnosed in 2016.

Cheryl’s specialty was making any 
and all feel happy, involved, valued, and 
cared for. Her open heart extended to all 
animals, as well.

Her friends in Mammoth Lakes, Bish-
op, and Lone Pine revered her as leader 
of the pack and a guaranteed source of 
general hilarity. She, in turn, considered 
her mountain and desert friends as the 
source of her happiness. If you picture 
her talking and laughing, you’ve ac-
counted for most of her life here. The rest 
would be potluck dinners.

As her beloved Daddy always scolded 
her, “You think life is a hoorah and a 
picnic!”

Some of the most fun this group had 
was hosting a Halloween party at the 
Bishop Fairgrounds for 10 straight years. 
Cheryl and friends made their own 
costumes each year. For her, blood and 
gore was the common theme, but there 
was room for Octomom, a weird twist on 
Miss Kentucky, and Dorothy. Decora-
tions were over the top.

As publisher of Scenic 395 magazine 
from 1995-2014, she greatly enjoyed 
the friendship of hundreds of business 
owners and employees whom she visited 
while driving and driving and driv-
ing Highway 395 in the eastern Sierra 
Nevada Mountains and upper Mojave 
Desert. Her typical advertising sales visit 

was a half-hour of talking about the busi-
ness owner’s family, health, and outlook. 
Far from a mere ad spot, these busi-
ness owners were getting a bit of Cheryl 
Magic. They stuck with her through their 
own thick and thin. She considered them 
family, whether they bought an ad or 
not.

Though living her last 37 years in Cali-
fornia, she kept in touch and visited with 
Kentucky family and friends via frequent 
flights or cross-country drives, up to 
three times a year.

Cheryl was born September 16, 1957, 
in Scottsville, Kentucky. She adored her 
parents, Tom White and Marion (Hicks) 
White. Cheryl had a simple and magi-
cal childhood growing up, playing and 
working on the family tobacco farm, 200 
acres of rolling hardwood forests and 
planted clearings. She survived DDT in 
the fields, poisonous snakes swimming 
in Puncheon Creek, and running with 
kitchen knives up and down the hollow 
to cut another grapevine to swing on.

She graduated from Allen County High 
School and the University of Kentucky 
(though most of her university years 
were at Western Kentucky University). 
Her degrees were in English and Art.

During the 1980s, Cheryl was an em-
ployee and regional manager of three gift 
store chains: Coach House, It’s A Small 
World, and Art Explosion. Kentucky, 
Indiana, West Virginia, and Florida were 
her home bases. In 1987, she opened 
and managed the first Disney Store, in 
the Glendale Galleria.

She came to Mammoth Lakes in 1988 
on the arm of her first husband, Michael 
Coffey. Michael was a charmer, but it’s 
likely that she married him so she could 
be with his daughter, the wonderful Eryn 
Coffey, who is still in Mammoth doing 
great things. After their divorce, Cheryl 
lived in Mammoth until 1999.

In Mammoth, Cheryl was a newspa-
per reporter for the lively Mono County 
Review-Herald. Then she started a desk-
top publishing business (an ‘80s/‘90s 
thing: look it up) and invented the Scenic 
395 magazine. It catered to travelers and 
the tourism industry along the eastern 
Sierra Nevada. After 19 years, she sold 
the magazine to another publishing 
company. She was writing a biography 
of the (then) 100-year-old artist Carroll 
Thomas when the stirrings of dementia 
halted her work.

Cheryl met her future second hus-
band, Jeff Putman, while both wrote for 
the newspaper. They got together in 1990 
and loved one another until her passing. 
Cheryl and Jeff, dogs and cats in tow, 
moved to Lone Pine in 1999–no more 

walking dogs in a blizzard for Miss Cher-
yl. After a lengthy warmup, they finally 
married in 2007 in Cambria, California. 

Following her diagnosis, Jeff cared 
for Cheryl in their Lone Pine home. She 
spent her final six months at Pacifica 
Memory Care in Bakersfield, Califor-
nia. An attentive and patient staff kept 
her comfortable until her passing. Her 
talented and devoted 1-to-1, Elsa Aguda, 
kept Cheryl safe and otherwise healthy.

Cheryl is survived by her husband and 
partner of 34 years, Jeff Putman, of Lone 
Pine, California; sister Janet Bryant (hus-
band Michael), of Bowling Green, Ken-
tucky; sister Ann Jones (husband Billy), 
of Summerville, Georgia; brother Mark 
White, of Holland, Kentucky; stepdaugh-
ter Eryn Coffey Caler (husband Luke), of 
Mammoth Lakes, California; and numer-
ous cousins, nieces, and nephews in the 
South, as befits her Kentucky upbring-
ing. The earlier deaths of her parents and 
her brothers Todd and Thomas nearly 
wrecked her.

Cheryl’s friends will gather for a me-
morial celebration on January 11, 2025, 
at the First United Methodist Church 
fellowship hall, 205 N. Fowler, Bishop, 
California. We will begin at 11:30 a.m. It’s 
casual. We will serve a light lunch after a 
short program. It’s friends + food, which 
would please Cheryl to no end. Please 
RSVP to: metawhitejan11@gmail.com or 
text/voicemail 760.937.1745.

A second memorial will take place 
near the family farm in Kentucky, on 
March 22, 2025. An 11:00 a.m. graveside 
gathering at Haysville Cemetery near 
Lafayette, Tennessee will be followed by 
a 12:30 p.m. community gathering at the 
East Allen Volunteer Fire Department, 
Holland, Kentucky.

Donations in Cheryl’s memory to an 
animal charity of your choice would be 
most appropriate. Otherwise, just throw 
a potluck!

OBITUARY
META CHERYL WHITE 1957-2024
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PASSING THE GAVEL 
By Fisher 

NOW 
OPEN 
in Mammoth Lakes

• Organic sourdough

• Fresh-baked goods

• Grab-and-go salads, 
sandwiches, quiche  
and more

• Organic coffee

• Retail items for women 
and home

587 Old Mammoth Rd  
Under the Mammoth Tavern

Open 7 Days a Week
Fri-Mon, 8am-5pm

Tues-Thurs, 10am-5pm

eastsidebakeshop395.com

Outgoing Mammoth Lakes 
Mayor Bill Sauser passed the 
gavel to Former Mayor Pro Tem 

Chris Bubser at the regular meeting of 
Mammoth’s Town Council on Wednes-
day, making her the new Mayor, and 
switched seats with Amanda Rice to 
install her as the next Mayor Pro-Tem. 

Sauser, alongside newly-elected 
Council Member Brent Truax, were 
also sworn in for four-year terms on the 
Council. Bubser said she had reviewed 
the official town rules and confirmed 
that the Mayor Pro-Tem is to sit to the 
Mayor’s right from the public’s per-
spective.

As a result, Truax took outgoing 
Councilmember Sarah Rea’s seat, 
Bubser took Sauser’s seat, Sauser took 
Rice’s, and Rice took Bubser’s. Council-
member John Wentworth said he liked 
his current seat and decided to stay 
where he was.

“You run such a good, fair meeting 
that you’ve left some big shoes for me 
to fill,” Bubser said of Sauser.

Sauser wiped a tear from his eye as 
Pat Foster, Mammoth Lakes Tourism 
Board Chair, stood to thank Sauser for 
his ongoing engagement with the com-
munity.

Before surrendering his seat, Sauser 
recognized John Morris as the recipient 
of the 2024 “Mayor’s Spirit of Mam-
moth” Award.

John Morris fell in love with the 
Eastern Sierras during a seasonal job in 
Yosemite following his graduation from 

the University of Maryland, and has 
since lived in Mammoth and served on 
several boards, Sauser said.

Sauser commended Morris for his 
dedication as a founding and continu-
ing member of the Mammoth Lakes 
Tourism (MLT) board, his role as presi-
dent of the Mammoth Lakes Lodging 
Committee, and his long-standing in-
volvement as a coach for the Mammoth 
High School Volleyball team — “except 
for a short break,” Sauser noted.

“When his town has needed him, he 
has always and unselfishly stepped up 
to the plate,” Sauser said.

Sauser jokingly chided that as his 
neighbor, he had no idea how Morris 
managed to keep his lawn looking so 
much better with so much on his plate.

Foster, who serves alongside Morris 
on the MLT board, took the podium 
during public comment to further 
commend Morris for his active par-
ticipation in the town. Town Manager 
Rob Patterson also acknowledged that 
Morris is “always willing to lean into 
the hard spaces” during complicated 
issues.

Bubser thanked Morris for his lead-
ership during the “contentious” period 
of Mammoth Lakes’ short-term rental 
moratorium. 

“To the business community: this is 
your example,” Sauser said of Morris 
before presenting the award.

The Council also bid farewell to 
Sarah Rea, thanking her for her ser-
vice, as she joined the meeting via 

video conference from a hotel lobby in 
French Polynesia.

“Sarah, you know I wouldn’t be sit-
ting up here today if it weren’t for you, 
and I will forgive you for that some-
day,” Bubser joked. “But seriously, I’ve 
learned so much from you. You have 
such a strong moral compass and al-
ways speak the truth as you see it.”

Sauser asked Rea to have a boat 
drink on his behalf, and although she 
was sipping on a non-alcoholic bever-
age during the meeting, she promised 
to switch to something stronger soon.

Patterson thanked Rea, and she re-
sponded that one of the best decisions 
she made while on the Council was 
hiring him as Town Manager.

The Council also moved to declare 
the results of the November 5 election, 
including the passage of Measure L, 
which increases the town’s Transient 
Occupancy Tax from 13% to 15%, and 
made appointments of Councilmem-
bers to various commissions, commit-
tees, and boards.

These appointments sparked a 
discussion on how the Council should 
approach these roles—whether they 
represent themselves, the Council as 
a whole, or their constituents—and 
the group agreed that this issue would 
need to be revisited in future discus-

sions.
Bubser recommended that the 

Council work to expand their collec-
tive knowledge of the various agencies 
they are involved with, and suggested a 
more structured approach to reporting 
back to one another on key issues to 
ensure continuity during term changes.

She also proposed that Council 
members invite their partnered Non-
Governmental Organizations (NGOs) 
to present more frequently at Council 
meetings.

All the while, the Council is seeking 
to reassess their goals as a council, and 
hope to adopt a one-page statement 
defining the Council’s Strategic Priori-
ties and Key Objectives for 2025, a pro-
cess which they started November 6, 
and intend to continue to work towards 
over the coming weeks.

Divorce & Family Law
(760) 512-7700
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Beer lovers’ candy store
Selection of more than 300 beers

PEARL HARBOR DAY - 
TAKE A MOMENT AND REFLECT

MAMMOTH LIQUOR

934.6260                Main St. Next to Rick’s

calendar of events
BARS & MUSIC
Happy Hour/
The Liberty Sports Bar and Grill 
Pursuit of Happiness Hour Daily 3-6 
p.m. extended to 8 p.m. for football on 
Mondays and Thursdays. Live Music. 
Best viewing spot in town for live 
sports, other than across the parking 
lot @ Main Street Pizza and Tap. 
More Liberty info: See ad p. 8
Outlaw Saloon Happy Hour Monday 
through Friday from 4-6 p.m. More 
info: See ad p. 19
The Mogul happy hour 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
in the bar. Food and drink specials. 
Lakanuki happy hour 3-6 p.m. daily 
AND karaoke every Sunday, starting at 
8:30 p.m.
Main Street Pizza\ - See ad this page 
for details. 
Distant Brewing happy hour Monday-
Thursday from 3-5pm. $1/off beer/
wine/cider/seltzer/kombucha

December 6-7/
Lazwell (genre-bending soul) plays 
Liberty. Starts 9:30 p.m. More info: See 
ad p. 2

Saturday, December 7/
Llama Punch 6 snowboard film 
premiere @ Wave Rave. Time: 8 p.m. 

Sunday, December 8/
NFL Sunday Football @ the Bishop 
Elks Lodge, 151 E. Line St. Starts 9:30 
a.m. Bar open! Public welcome!

Monday, December 9/
Open mic night @ Distant Brewing. 
Time: 6-9 p.m. 

Tuesday, December 10/
Taco Tuesdays @ John’s Pizza Works. 
Time: 4-9 p.m. And a great place to 
watch the game. More info, see ad p. 8.
Weekly karaoke @ Liberty! Starts 9 
p.m. More info: See ad p. 2

Wednesday, December 11/
Weekly Pool Tournament @ Distant 
Brewing. Hosted by Eastern Sierra 
Pool from 4:30-9:30 p.m.

December 13-14/
Sanford Street (jam band vibe) plays
Liberty.  

TOWN STUFF

TOWN STUFF

A Mammoth Tradition

Since 1970

 644  Old  Mammoth Road (760) 934-2821

Friday, December 6/
Mammoth Community Tree Lighting 
@ the Mammoth Ice Rink on Old 
Mammoth Rd. Free public skate, 
holiday market, hot beverages, Santa, 
Woolly and more. Starts 5 p.m. 

December 6-24/
MHS Boosters Christmas Tree 
Lot (runs through Dec. 24). Time: 
4-7 p.m Monday-Friday, 1-7 p.m. 
Saturday/Sunday. Location: Outbound 
Mammoth.

December 6-13/
Annual Holiday Toy Drive continues. 
Drop new/gently used toys for children 
up to age 18 @ the Inyo County Office 
Building next to the Grocery Outlet

December 6-7/
Eastern Sierra Community Chorus 
concerts. More info: See ad p. 14. 

Saturday, December 7/
Bishop Christmas Parade & 
Downtown Bishop Party - preceded 
by the Sunrise Rotary Santa Mile! 
Santa mile starts 4:15 p.m. 

UPCOMING
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic 
Church craft fair and lunch. Location: 
849 Home St. in Bishop. Time: 8 a.m. 
‘til 1 p.m. Silent auction, Fiddlin’ Pete 
and great food!

December 7-8/
Altrusa 25th annual art show @ 
C5 Studios in Bishop. Time: 10 
a.m. ‘til 5 p.m. both days Cardinal 
Village Resort Christmas Festival 
in Aspendell over the next three 
weekends. 10 a.m. ‘til 4 p.m. Xmas tree 
sales, Santa & more. 

Monday, December 9/
Bishop City Council meets. Time: 6 
p.m. Location: Council Chambers @ 
377 West Line St. 

Tuesday, December 10/
Inyo County Supervisors meet. 
Location: Board Chambers, 224 N. 
Edwards St. in Independence or online 
via inyocounty.us. Public session starts 
10 a.m. 
Mono County Supervisors meet. 
Time: 9 a.m. Location: Bridgecourt 
Courthouse or online via monocounty.
ca.gov. 
MHS Basketball hosts Rosamond. 
Girls play 6 p.m. with Boys @ 7:30. 

Wednesday, December 11/
Mammoth’s Planning and Economic 
Development Commission 
meets. Time: 9 a.m. Location: 
Suite Z, Minaret Mall or online via 
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov. 

LUNCH SPECIALS
Monday-Thursday, 11am-2pm

Superlative East Coast, Thin-Crust Pizza

• $3 Cheese Slice $4 Pepperoni Slice 
• $1 off all Pints & Tasting Flights
• $1 off all Wines By the Glass

• $2 Off All 10” Pizzas
• 1/2 Off All Salads

Happy 
Hour 

Specials!

Lunch
Specials!

3399 Main Street, Mammoth Lakes, Family Friendly!
(760) 965-0321 | order online | mainstreetpizzaandtap.com

HAPPY HOUR 
Mon-Fri: 3:30-6:30 pm

Sat-Sun: 8pm-Close 

m a m m o t h

GEAR
EXCHANGE

106 S. Main St., Bishop (760) 873-4300

Thursday, December 12/
Eastern Sierra Land Trust holiday 
mixer. Time: 4-6 p.m. Location: The 
ESLT backyard @ 250 N. Fowler in 
Bishop. 
Backcountry Film Festival hits 
Mammoth. Location: USFS Welcome 
Center. Time: 7 p.m. 
Mammoth Lakes Firefighter 
Academy for new recruits! More info: 
See ad p. 2

Friday, December 13/
Bishop Twin Theatre’s “Whobilation.” 
Cookie contest, costume raffle, 
screening of the Grinch and more. Film 
starts 7 p.m. 

Saturday, December 14/
Night of Lights @ MMSA’s Canyon 
Lodge. Fun starts 5 p.m. More info: See 
ad p. 5
Railroad Express @ Laws Museum. 
More info: See ad p. 15
Backcountry Film Festival heads 
down the hill to Bishop. Location: 
Bishop Twin Theater. Time: 7 p.m. 



               NO CLASS-IFIEDS 

Sierra Employment Services, Inc.
is hiring for the following positions:  

Electrician (Must have own tools/rig)
-Mammoth $30-40
FT/PT Maint. Tech 
-Mammoth $20-22

Line Cook
-Mammoth $22

Prep/Dishwasher
-Mammoth $20.77
Housekeeper(s) 
-Mammoth $20

Journeyman Plumber 
-Mammoth $30-45

Snow shovelers
-Mammoth $25-30 seasonal

Community Integration Partner 
Bishop/Mammoth $20-25 + potential mile-

age reimbursement
Radio ad sales

-Bishop $20/hr. plus commission (after 
probationary period)

   
Call or text 760-924-0523

Elevate Your Career At Mammoth Hos-
pital! We have an immediate need for the 
following positions:

· Radiologic Technologist II – Starting 
wage $44.42 to $53.84 based on qualifica-
tions. $5,000 Retention Bonus.

· Landscape Maintenance Technician 
– Starting wage $22.24 to $23.81 based on 
qualification.

· Physical Therapist – Starting wage 
$48.72 to $59.05 based on qualifications. 
$5,000 Retention Bonus

To view more open positions and apply, 
please visit www.mammothhospital.org/
jobs

Shilo Inn is accepting applications for FT 
housekeepers, FT maintenance worker and 
Front desk/night auditor. Immediate Front 
Desk opportunity starting at $18/hour. 
Please call Human Resources (Sarina Quin-
tero) at 925.813.2331 or email your resume 
to squintero@marquishotelsgroup.com. 

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Reservations Desk Clerk immediate 
opening at the Double Eagle Resort and 
Spa in June Lake CA (20 min from mam-
moth).  Must have excellent customer ser-
vice and computer skills.  Full or part time, 
health benefits, fitness membership and 
PTO.  Great place to work! Email Lodging@
doubleeagle.com 

P/T Wedding Coordinator asst. Great 
computer/communication skills essential. 
Please email interest to:weddingevents.
doubleeagleresort@gmail.com

Creekside Spa and Fitness Desk at the 
Double Eagle Resort and Spa, immediate 
opening for enthusiast team member.  Help 
in creating a wonderful experience for our 
spa and fitness center guests.  Customer 
service, computer, cleaning, food service.  
Full or part time, health benefits, fitness 
membership and PTO.  Great place to work!  
Email  Lodging@doubleeagle.com

Restaurant Server for Eagles Landing 

Help Wanted

Sweetwater Plumbing Inc. FT position 
for Journeyman Plumber and/or Appren-
tice Plumber. Full Benefits. Job is located 
in Mammoth Lakes. Contact 760-914-1266 
info@sweetwaterplumbing.com

John’s Pizza Works seeks energetic, 
motivated, reliable individuals, to work in 
the FOH or cashier position. Oppty. for year-
round employment. PT/FT positions. Expe-
rience preferred. Come in for application.

FRONT DESK PERSON NEEDED FOR 
BOOKKEEPING OFFICE. Customer service, 
secretarial and computer skills necessary. 
Heavy phone duties. Competitive pay, 
401(k) profit sharing, paid vacation, holi-
days. Please send resume to info@butner-
hoaservices.com
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For Rent

Help Wanted
Restaurant at the popular Double Eagle 
Resort and Spa in June Lake CA.  Experience 
in restaurant service, computers and work-
ing as team member are essential.  Full and 
part time available, health benefits, fitness 
membership and PTO.  Great place to work. 
Email Lodging@doubleeagle.com

 Maintenance Supervisor  needed to 
manage a small maintenance team at the 
Double Eagle Resort & Spa in June Lake. You 
will be responsible for ensuring the smooth 
running of upkeep and repair. Must be reli-
able, have technical skills and knowledge of 
various crafts such as carpentry, plumbing 
etc. Leadership and knowledge of admin-
istrative tasks such as scheduling are also 
essential. The goal is to ensure that facilities 
are in good condition at all times. Compen-
sation based on experience and references. 
We offer health benefits, fitness member-
ship and PTO. A great place to work!  Email  
Lodging@doubleeagle.com 

Cooks and Dishwasher jobs available at 
the famous Eagles Landing Restaurant in 
June Lake.  We offer health benefits, fitness 
membership and PTO. A great place to work! 
Email lodging@doubleeagle.com

Mammoth 2 BDR/one BA, one-car 
garage, woodstove, one-year lease only. 
$2,850/mo. 760.937.7569.

Two bay shop space for rent. Approx. 
1,800-sq. feet. No auto repair. Next to Star-
bucks. $3,000/mo. 760.937.7569

Nomadness Rentals has three storage 
spaces for rent, sizes of 38-, 85-, and 130-
sq. feet respectively. Location: 306 Laurel 
Mtn. Rd. For more info, call Michelle @ 
970.837.6720

Office space available on Old Mammoth 
Rd., ranging in size and price starting at just 
$300. Call 760.914.1500. 

Mammoth Mountain Reservations is 
Looking for a part time office help in Mam-
moth.  Must live in Mammoth. At least 20 
hours/week. Please email resume/work 
experience to info@mammothres.com.

Help wanted PT/FT retail sporting 
goods and clothing sales.  Housing may be 
available.  Ski pass may be available.  Apply 
by email, dave@mammothgear.com with 
resume if you have one.

MAMMOTH COMMUNITY WATER 
DISTRICT Maintenance Dept. is currently 
recruiting for one permanent Line Mainte-
nance Worker I/II/III (DOQ) position.

FOR APPLICATION INFORMATION/
TO APPLY: Please see the District website 
https://mcwd.dst.ca.us/employment/.

The Alpenhof Lodge, Mammoth Lakes, 
has openings for customer service minded 
people and we are looking to add to our 
front desk team. Both full-time year-round 
positions, as well as seasonal winter posi-
tions, are available. Applicant must be able 
to work evenings, weekends, and some holi-
days. We offer competitive wages, a 401(k) 
option and possible housing option, as well 
as many other perks. If interested, please ap-
ply in person at 6080 Minaret Road.

Maintenance Field Worker. Busy rental 
agency looking for field maintenance staff. 
Experience is not essential, a clean drivers li-
cense and vehicle will be required. Full-time 
or Part-time, day time hours weekdays and 
weekends available, bi-lingual or English 
speaking, competitive pay based on experi-
ence. To apply, stop by Mammoth Reserva-
tions, 1914 Meridian Blvd with your resume.

Scarcely-driven (4,000 miles) 2023 RAV4 
Hybrid. Owner can no longer drive. $34K 
OBO. Call Lunch to inquire 760.937.4613

NOMADNESS SEEKS FT maintenance 
techs. $26-28/hour. And a PT quality con-
trol person - Call Michelle @ 970.837.6720

State Farm Insurance seeks FT, career-
minded, bilingual professional. Willing to 
train. Call Dave @ 760.934.7575. 

For Sale
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REBRANDING BISHOP

Progress Your Career at Mammoth Hospital!

Openings at www.mammothhospital.com  |

Elevate Your Health

• Success Sharing Incentive Program  

• Staff Development Programs 

• Generous Retirement Match

                                                                                    and PTO Accrual

• Radiologic Technologist II ($5000 Retention Bonus)

• Physical Therapist ($5000 Retention Bonus)

• Landscape Maintenance Technician

We’re currently looking for:

Sometimes the Journalism Gods 
have pity on pointy headed scribes 
such as yours truly and deliver a 

gift, or in this case, an early Christmas 
Present. 

The City of Bishop is asking the general 
public (always a dicey move) to sug-
gest a new design for a city logo along 
with a possible slogan that can be used 
as a slick, hip and cool marketing tool. 
To quote the survey asking the great 
unwashed masses for ideas: “the city is 
looking for a more versatile and contem-
porary visual identity that better reflects 

the unique character and aspirations 
of Bishop. This new branding initiative 
aims to capture the spirit of our city.” 

It’s like my prayers were answered 
while I was pondering what to ponder in 
print this week. 

Anyway, as a helper, an enthusiastic 
booster of all things Bishop, and one who 
wants to contribute to this wonderful 
civic spam fest, I will offer up a few ideas. 
Free of charge, of course (unless one gets 
chosen to carry Bishop on its shoulders, 
in which case I will either gloat or run 
and hide). 

Onward, into the rebranding fog. 
Bishop: Not as windy or dusty as 

Keeler. 
Bishop: One of the last hip mountain 

towns in the West to get a brewpub, but 
it’s a good one. 

Bishop:  Where we buy our underwear 
at one of our half dozen sporting goods 
and outdoor stores and call it base layer. 

Bishop: A small town with a big back-
yard where all the fun stuff is, since, you 
know, not much to do in a small town. 

Bishop: Home to daily semi-truck 
races on Main Street. 

Bishop: Gateway to Tonopah. 
Bishop: Where cows graze in the city 

limits to keep the spirit of the West alive. 
Bishop: Not as hot as Death Valley, but 

jog a little and it seems like it.
Bishop: Cheaper than Mammoth 

Lakes and a lot warmer. 
Bishop: Almost the Inyo County seat, 

just give it a little more time. 
Bishop: We have real climbers instead 

of social climbers. 
Bishop: More stop lights than Lone 

Pine. 
Bishop: We don’t need no stinking 

forklift in Public Works because we’re 
Bishop Strong. 

Bishop: Take only photos and fish and 
leave all your cash. 

Bishop: Merely a scenic four-hour 
drive from Los Angeles, Reno and Las 
Vegas. 

Bishop: Where it’s illegal to pee and 
poop in the park, so you won’t have to 

have “the talk” with your curious kiddos. 
Bishop: Proud home of the Mammoth 

Lakes workforce. 
Bishop: Our High Football Team has 

been in the playoffs more often than the 
Rams and Chargers. 

Bishop: Where many of our streets 
don’t quite line up thanks to cheap 
whiskey at the saloon next to the 19th 
Century surveyor’s office.

Bishop: Where our historic Train 
Station and Museum is five miles out of 
town. Don’t ask. 

Bishop: The perfect landing place 
for anyone in the Witness Protection 
Program. 

Bishop: Where you can stand out on 
the lawn at 3 in the morning and see a 
night sky full of stars. 

Bishop: Where downtown is an en-
chanting trip down a real-life memory 
lane because downtown still  has a book-
store, a butcher shop, a movie theater, 
clothing stores, bars, outdoor stores, 
pot shops, banks, coffee shops, offices, 
apartments, restaurants, a hardware 
store, a car dealership, vintage/antique 
stores, bakeries, hotels, a furniture store 
and churches. Living history that is still 
very much alive. 

Bishop: Just look at those mountains 
and shut up. 

	  
Jon Klusmire of Bishop is starting to 

think he was talking to himself when he 
wrote that last one.  

KLUSMIRE
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NATIONAL
A POST-U.S. ELECTION WORLD AHEAD
By Casselman 

While Americans were under-
standably preoccupied with the 
U.S. national elections in the 

weeks leading up to November 5, and 
also with digesting the results since then, 
the rest of the world went on with its 
varying own interests and events, albeit 
also keeping an eye on what voters would 
do here.

Previously, many Americans, and the 
U.S, media, took a close interest in events 
in the Middle East, Ukraine and in China 
and its neighbors.

What, if anything has changed in these 
international hotspots?

In Ukraine, both sides increased their 
attacks on each other, employing new 
and more provocative weaponry. Mr. 
Putin has revived threats of employing 
nuclear weapons against Kyiv and some 
of its European allies who supply it with  
more serious weapons, especially Great 
Britain.

President-elect Trump has told both 
sides he will force an end to hostilities in 
the war when he takes office, and both 
Mr. Putin and Ukrainian President Zelen-
skyy appear to be positioning themselves 
for a change in the U.S. government on 
January 20. Both sides seem to be prepar-
ing for a diplomatic resolution, and for 
the first time, Mr. Zelenskyy has said he 
was willing to trade territory for peace — 
if it is accompanied by security guaran-
tees from the NATO country members. 
Mr. Putin has opposed NATO member-
ship for Ukraine, but has not negated a 
non-membership security arrangement.

Meanwhile, combat and drone/missile 
attacks continue.

In the Middle East, a temporary 
ceasefire on the Israeli-Lebanese border 
has begun with the agreement of Prime 
Minister Netanyahu, the Lebanese 
military, and Hezbollah —- at the behest 
of the U.S. and French governments. 
The Israelis had conducted a successful 
incursion in south Lebanon and Beirut 
systematically destroying much, but not 
all, of Hezbollah’s missile capability as 
well as as eliminating many of its top 
commanders — with a goal of enabling 
Israeli residents who live in the border ar-
eas between the two countries to return 
to their homes in safety.

Israel attacked the Hezbollah forces 
which have been continually bomb-
ing northern Israel, and the ceasefire is 
dependent on Hezbollah not returning to 
southern Lebanon and resuming their at-
tacks. A U.S.-French backed international 
military force is to be stationed along the 
border to enforce the ceasefire.

Mr. Netanyahu has insisted that it is 
only a temporary ceasefire. and that 
Israel intends to destroy fully Hezbollah’s 
military capabilities.

Meanwhile, the Israel Defense Forces 
(IDF) continue their campaign to destroy 
Hamas in the Gaza Strip. Its efforts in 
north and south Gaza have essentially 
defeated the five Hamas divisions and its 
jihadist allies, but some hostile forces re-
main, mostly in what is left of the Hamas 
vast network of underground tunnels. 
Although most of its commanders have 
been eliminated, Hamas holds 100 hos-

tages who have not been released. It is 
estimated that only about 60-70 of these 
hostages remain alive. Only the release 
of all hostages, it is believed, will end IDF 
activity in Gaza.

President-elect Trump has reportedly 
told Mr. Netanyahu he wants hostilities 
ended in Gaza by the time of his inaugu-
ration — about seven weeks from now.

After considerable delay, the Interna-
tional Criminal Court (ICC), headquar-
tered in the The Hague, Netherlands, 
issued arrest warrants for Prime Minis-

ter Netanyahu and his former Defense 
Minister Gallant, charging them with 
war crimes. Neither Israel nor the U.S. 
recognize the ICC, and the charges are 
regarded to show unfair anti-Israel bias. 
President Biden denounced the ICC ac-
tion. The U.S. Congress has begun legisla-
tion to bring crippling sanctions to the 
ICC if the charges are not withdrawn.

Several ICC signators, including Ger-
many, France, Italy, Hungary, and even 
the Dutch, have indicated they wouldnot 
arrest those charged.

Governments around the world, 
friendly and hostile to the U.S. quickly re-
sponded to the U.S. election. One Middle 
East nation promptly asked Hamas 
leaders to leave immediately. Others, in 
anticipation of January 20, 2025, pre-
pared for significant new directions in 
U.S. foreign policy.

Barry Casseleman is a syndicated col-
umnist who has been covering national 
politics since 1972. More of his work can 
be found at barrycasselman.com
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BUNCH
continued from page 2

PING PONG - THIS TEAM GOES TO 11 !!
The NFL season is ... nearing the 

end. How did that happen? 
Let’s start with that egomaniac, 

Aaron Rodgers, criticizing the owner 
for showing a lack of support for the 
GM and coach. Really? Aaron Rodgers 
needs a diaper change. Maturity of a 
toddler. How is what’s going wrong in 
New York not all HIS FAULT. 

They built the roster the way he 
wanted, kept the offensive coordinator 
HE wanted and ... their record isn’t any 
better this year than it was last year with 
Zach Wilson. In fact, it’s worse. 

Why don’t GMs and owners realize 
that they have to be the adults? These 
players will try to play forever if you let 
them - and at a certain point reputation 
won’t save you. Aaron Rodgers and Kirk 
Cousins look terrible. Cousins hasn’t 
thrown a touchdown pass in three 
weeks. Tom Brady fooled everyone into 
thinking you can play into your fifties. 
YOU CANNOT. Brady was the ultimate 
unicorn. But these idiot owners buy 
into the aging name QB to sell some 
tickets and hope for a magic potion to 
cure their miserable franchises. And 
they get ... what the Falcons and Jets got. 
SCREWED. 

The Bengals apparently put ping pong 
tables in their locker room to inspire 
some more “competitive edge” in their 
players. Seriously. The head coach 
actually said that. The team is 4-8 and 

he wants to build competition in his 
FOOTBALL TEAM by bringing in ping 
pong tables. What do the Bengals think 
they are, a tech startup? 

Head coach Zac Taylor said the tables 
create energy and competitiveness, and 
that he wants players to interact.  

Hmm. You know what creates energy 
and competitiveness and causes the 
players to interact ... PRACTICING 
PLAYING DEFENSE. 

They installed the ping pong tables 
and then got beat 44-38. QB Joe Burrow 
is having a helluva season. They’re wast-
ing his prime. 

Well it’s been more than a week now 
since it happened but ... the best thing 
that happened to QB Caleb Williams 
and the Bears is that they completely 
blundered the last 32 seconds of their 
loss to the Lions. Which cost the head 
coach his job. As the clock ticked, 
ticked, ticked there wasn’t a coach in 
sight. I part-wondered if this was a QB 
ploy to get the coach fired - until they 
panned to the coach and his face said it 
all. WHAT HAPPENED? WHY DIDN’T 
SOMEONE DO SOMETHING?

He should never get another job. He 
should work at Dairy Queen. Sorry ass. 
The worst part is the next day he came 

out and defended his actions, saying 
they played it the right way. No surprise. 
I have never seen that guy stand up and 
be accountable. 

The Bears, in classic Bears fashion, let 
him hold a press conference the next 
morning while they discussed firing 
him. Immediately after his press confer-
ence where he was saying he wasn’t 
worried about losing his job, they fired 
him. I guess they wanted to embarrass 
him.

The worst part. They are still the 
Bears. Their, whatever his title is, PRESI-
DENT Kevin Warren is in charge of the 
coaching search with the GM. The same 
GM who decided to draft WR Rome 
Odunze instead of a competent lineman 
when they play in Chicago and the NFC 
North and everyone can run the ball 
and stop the run. 

And Warren is not a football guy. It 
isn’t his background. He was hired to 
get them a new stadium. Now he has 
football operations. This is what hap-
pens when you have a 100-year old 
owner that still operates on Depression 
Era economic principles. There was a 
report that the last time the Bears hired 
a coach, they flew him in coach to save 
money. That is some sorry shit. 

Thursday, December 5. 
“Mortified we just went through this,” 

he wrote in the caption of the post. “This 
lady was harassing our son on the flight, 
unbeknownst to us, asking him if he was 
Indian and making comments. When 
we landed in LA and got on the transfer 
bus, she told our son to ‘shut up’ [...] The 
remainder of this is what happened.”

Bunch is a California-licensed real 
estate broker who lives in Mammoth. She 
told her side of the story on Fox 11, where 
she said prior to the video, the family had 
been “aggressive” to her.

‘[Taufiq] pushed me to the side to get 
in front of me and the lady made him 
go back to the end of the line and he’s 
talking to his wife, ‘supposedly they are 
first class. Obviously, with no class and 
look at the way they’re dressed … they’re 
white trash,’” Bunch said.

Bunch also said she can get agitated 
easily since her brain injury from the 
propane explosion. 

The Sheet reported on the explosion in 
the August 19, 2023 issue, and the article 
concluded with a link to her GoFundMe 
page, titled, “Mammoth Explosion - Fam-
ily of 3 Lost Everything” which raised 
$29,645.

The GoFundMe page is still up, though 
it is no longer accepting donations.

Bunch reached out to the Sheet three 
months ago via text, and said her brain 
injury has affected her life dramatically, 
preventing her from getting work and 
making her subject to eviction.

“I need more surgery,” she wrote in the 
text. “Severe brain damage [is] affecting 
my language and speech and [I] have 
been on every job interview in town. I 
can’t even get a job as a night auditor due 
to my diminished brain functions.”

see HARTLEY, page 15
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PHOTOS FISHER
HUSKIES OPEN SEASONHARTLEY

continued from page 14
Mammoth High School Basketball faced off Kern Valley on Monday and lost 64-30. In the top photo, Freshman 
Asher Block takes a shot at the hoop. Below: DJ Gray breaks the press. 

Oklahoma State football coach Mike 
Gundy is the poster boy for what I have 
talked about for years. In sports, when 
you are talented and winning, you can 
be an ignorant pain in the ass. You can 
do and say dumb stuff and “institutions 
for higher learning” will keep you on. 

Forget molding young people into 
promising, productive adults. Just win 
some games. 

Oklahoma State has kept that igno-
rant jackass Mike Gundy as their head 
coach for as long as I can remember. 
He has made sexist, racist, generally 
ignorant and just insane statements 
over the years. An awful human being to 
everyone except his mother probably. 
Even Gundy knows he is an asshole, 
saying “You know me, I don’t have very 
many friends.” 

“Deion’s busy making money in com-
mercials,” said Gundy before his game 
against Colorado. “I’m guessing he 
doesn’t have any time to talk to me. You 
don’t get to where he is by not being 
pretty smart.”  

Of course, Colorado proceeded to 
beat the hell out of OK State. 

Gundy has made me NEVER want to 
live in Oklahoma knowing they support 
him. And he doesn’t even win. He has 
never won a thing. He has had some de-
cent years, but ... how little self esteem 
does OK State have to keep that guy 
around? They are never highly ranked 
or playing for national titles. And in the 
last 7 years they have won 10 or more 
games 2 times. They are 3-9 this year. I 
don’t know how he survives. 



A NEW
HOME 

FOR 
FAMILY

FUN
ONLY TWO HOMES REMAIN! 

SCHEDULE A PRIVATE TOUR TODAY.

ONLY TWO HOMES REMAIN! CALL FOR CURRENT AVAILABILITY.
Our Final Two Luxury Mountain Retreats Are Selling, Close to Miles of Trails, Open Space & Near Mammoth Mountain.Our Final Two Luxury Mountain Retreats Are Selling, Close to Miles of Trails, Open Space & Near Mammoth Mountain.

3 Bedrooms W/ Flex Room • 3.5 Baths • 2,152 Sq. Ft. of Living Space • SALES (760) 934-3334 • LIVECREEKHOUSE.COM

All information subject to change. The Snowcreek Property Company. CalDRE #01812140.All information subject to change. The Snowcreek Property Company. CalDRE #01812140.
2024. All rights reserved.2024. All rights reserved.

ANOTHER LUXURY DEVELOPMENT BY THE CHADMAR GROUP
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