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Liam Asmuth finished first in his age group in the short course at the 
annual Bike Rodeo event on Tuesday at Shady Rest Park in Mammoth.

TERMI-NATE-D? 

more SIH, pg. 6

By Libre

RALLY FOR CHARLIE

Approximately 150 people gathered at Bishop City Park last weekend to memorialize Charlie 
Kirk, Turning Point USA CEO and Founder, who was assasinated earlier this month during 
a Utah Valley University campus event. Photo by Gayla Wolf.

The new CEO at the South-
ern Inyo Hospital District 
in Lone Pine is prescrib-

ing budget cuts, restructuring 
and a plea to the state for a cash 
infusion to ease the struggling 
district’s !nancial pains. If those 
moves fall short, he has a dose 
of sti"er medicine to admin-
ister: a Chapter 9 bankruptcy 
!ling.

Dr. Kevin Flanigan took over 
as CEO this September and 
quickly realized the hospital 
district (SIH) was going broke. 
#e books showed $2 million in 
bills and about a week’s worth 
of cash, Flanigan said. He sent 
an urgent request to the Cali-

fornia Department of Health 
and Human Services to provide 
$3 million in emergency aid. 
All the Inyo County Board of 
Supervisors could muster up 
was a letter in support of the aid 
request. 

On Sept. 25, Fifth District Inyo 
County Supervisor Will Wadel-
ton, who represents South Inyo, 
said the request had landed on 
Gov. Gavin Newsom’s desk.

#e SIH board made an 
interesting move at its Sept. 
23 meeting. #e board “au-
thorized” Flanigan to !le for 
Chapter 9 bankruptcy, “should 
the district’s !scal health not 
improve,” but left the decision of 

more RATES, pg. 5

when to take that step entirely 
up to Flanigan.

Logic would suggest the 
threat of !ling for bankruptcy 
could be an e"ective leverage 
point when negotiating with 
contractors, vendors, insurance 
companies and sta" during the 
planned “restructuring” e"ort 
led by Flanigan. He said the 
next three months will be criti-
cal, but if numerous short-term 
!xes and some state aid get the 
district into the new year the !-
nancial picture should improve.

Although the board agenda 
stated Chapter 9 was on the 
table, there were no public 

Bishop Public Works 
Director Nora Gamino 
brought a rusted piece of 

pipe with her to Monday night’s 
City Council meeting. It came 
from one of the four-inch water 
mains on Willow Street, which 
erupted two months ago. 

“When we talk about under-
ground infrastructure and need-
ing to replace pipes, this is what 
we’re talking about,” Gamino 
said. “We need to invest in our 
infrastructure.” 

She was introducing the next 
steps to roll out proposed water 
and sewer rate hikes presented 
at last month’s council meeting.

In August, Gamino and a L&T 
municipal consultant presented 
three di"erent rate options to 
fund Bishop’s water and sewer 
systems. #e pair pointed to the 
city’s newly drafted water Capi-
tal Improvement Plan (CIP), 
which identi!ed approximately 
$3.97 million in critical rate-
funded projects between 2027 
and 2030 for pipeline replace-
ments, improvements to wells, 
and vehicles and equipment. 
#ey presented the draft sewer 
CIP, which calls for $2.8 mil-
lion between 2026 and 2030 for 
deferred maintenance, collec-
tion system rehabilitation, and 
preparation for the new con-
solidated regional Bishop Area 
Wastewater Authority (BAWA) 
treatment plan development. 

#e council at that meeting 
decided on a modi!ed ver-
sion of the second rate option 

for water rates and a modi-
!ed !rst option for sewer. On 
Monday night, Gamino and 
the L&T consultant presented 
the proposed rate changes. For 
a single family residence, this 
plan would increase the water 
bill from $33/month to $82.34/
month by July 1, 2030 and the 
sewer bill from $42 to $66.14/
month. A single senior resi-
dence would see an increase 
from $24.75 to $61.17 for water 
and $31.50 to $48.28 for sewer. 

#ese proposed rates were 
adjusted for multi-family res-
idenital units, which include 
anything that isn't a stand-
alone, single family home. #is 
would increase the water bill 
from $24.75 to $61.17 when 
detached and $23.10 to $61.17 
when attached. Senior multi-
family units monthly water rates 
would increase from $18.57 (de-
tached) and $17.33 (attached) 
to $44.70.

#e sewer bills for these units 
would increase from $31.50 
(detached) and $29.40 (at-
tached) to $48.28. For seniors, 
this would be $23.62 and $22.05 
to $35.72. 

“Your residential rate         
structure is very complicated,” 
the L&T consultant said. “We 
are working to simplify it.”

#e presentation also includ-
ed commercial water and sewer 
rates. #ese establishments 
were divided into three catego-
ries: A, B, and C, depending 

Inyo County Adminstrative 
O$cer (CAO) Nate Green-
berg was placed on ad-

ministrative leave on Tuesday 
afternoon, according to Sheet 
sources. 

Greenberg has served as 
CAO since September, 2020. 

Inyo County Supervisors 
have scheduled a special board 

meeting on Friday, September 
26 at 5 p.m. #e closed session 
agenda includes items related 
to public employee evaluation 
and public employee release of 
the CAO. 

Greenberg came to Inyo from 
Mono County, where he served 
as Information Technology 
Director. 
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“It’s a dog-eat-dog world, Sammy, “It’s a dog-eat-dog world, Sammy, 
and I’m wearing Milk Bone under-and I’m wearing Milk Bone under-
wear.”                 wear.”                 
  -  -Norm (Cheers)Norm (Cheers)

FAIR TAKE

THE FRENCH
CONNECTION

The Felici Piano Trio & guest, 
Jonathan Moerschel, viola

SATURDAY
Sept. 27, 2025
7:00 pm
Cerro Coso College, Mammoth Lakes &

SUNDAY
Sept. 28, 2025
4:00 pm
Cerro Coso College, Bishop

Music by Marin Marais, Louise Héritte-Viardot & Gabriel Fauré
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�E�	ˏ	    ��	E��S&
CONCERTS

PROGRAM   1

Tickets are available at 

'haQberMusic9nbound�org
And at the door on concert nights.

Dr. Ahuja specializes in treating neurological disorders, 
including memory loss, headaches, concussions, 

Parkinson’s disease, tremors, neuropathy, epilepsy,  
balance issues, spine disease and more.

We are proud to welcome 
Ashim Ahuja, MD

Board-Certifi ed Neurologist

www.MammothHospital.com

Mammoth Hospital
Neurology Services

Now welcoming new patients.
No Referral required.

Call or text us at 760.924.4102

While the Tri-County Fair Board meeting on Monday was canceled due 
to lack of a quorum, I did stop by on Tuesday to get a status report from 
Interim Fairgrounds CEO Mike Francesconi. His interim tag remains intact 
more than a year after the upheaval which led to the ouster of former CEO 
Jen McGuire and the disbanding of the Fair Board. 

A Fairgrounds audit was the trigger. 
!e short explanation: During Covid, the State handed the Fairgrounds $1 

million in relief money, which the Fairgrounds promptly spent on concerts 
and drive-in movie o"erings and the like. 

And then the Covid handouts came to a close but the Fairgrounds was still 
partying like it was 2021. 

Last year, the Fairgrounds was already more than $300,000 in the hole 
when Francesconi came on board, and ended the year approximately 
$600,000 in the red. 

!e new Fair Board, interestingly, looks somewhat like the previous Fair 
board. Jaque Hickman, Corinna Korpi and Sarah Fogarty are holdovers from 
the previous regime. Newcomers include Alonso Escobar of Mammoth 
Lakes (who also serves on the Mammoth Uni#ed School District board) and 
Joyce Kaufman of June Lake. 

By law, Fair Boards consist of nine members. In Tri-County’s case, a mini-
mum of two members are supposed to be from Alpine County and at least 
two members from Mono County with the remainder from Inyo. 

And you need a quorum of #ve to hold a meeting. 
!is is an issue because it is almost impossible to recruit board members 

from Alpine who want to commute such a long distance for meetings. 

 And then there are two additional vacancies besides, meaning all #ve 
current board members need to attend in order to hold a meeting. 

!rough the #rst half of this year, Francesconi says he’s been able to turn 
the books around somewhat - the Fairgrounds had eked out a small gain 
through June. One strategy was to raise rates for the 42 RV rental spaces 
from $700 to $825/month. 

A cost-saving measure was to not hold a spring concert, and sadly, those 
concerts may never be resurrected. When Francesconi took over, last fall’s 
Ashley McBryde concert had already been booked, and “we took a bath on 
that,” he said ruefully. 

“You need 1,200-1,500 to break even on a show like that,” he explained, 
“and we drew 500.” 

One narrative to pump the brakes on a little bit is the Mule Days turn-
around story. 

Mule Days reps touted post-event during a presentation at Bishop City 
Council that Mule Days had solved its #nancial woes. But Francesconi ac-
knowledged that Mule Days, which had previously paid $80,000 to rent the 
Fairgrounds for the event, only paid $50,000 this year, and moving forward 
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Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527365. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. 
Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate.

Your Mammoth Lakes Real Estate 
Experts with an Unmatched Reach 
to Southern CA and Beyond

THE HELTON TEAM
Compass Resort Division 
MAMMOTH LAKES
760.914.3800
theheltonteam@compass.com  
DRE 01784118

$600M+
Total Sales Volume

50+
Years of Experience

250+
Five Star Reviews

1000+
Closed Transactions

Powered by the Nation’s Top Brokerage

theheltonteam.com BEER STEIN HOIST • PUMPKIN PATCH • WOOLLY’S DANCE PARTY & MORE

WOOLLY’S ADVENTURE SUMMIT

september
26–28

Rides,
Activities,
& Live Music

october

3–5&
12 to 6PM

Last fair deal

It was the !rst day 
Charlie Kirk woke up dead.
"e video’s in the group chat
but I can’t hit play.
Ended up seeing it anyway.
In a Reel.
His expression like a !sh 
that got harpooned.
"e eyes.

It rained last night.

"e map in the guide book 
says the blow should be right here
but I can’t !nd it anywhere.
All I see in this alley
is a cat in a window 
who won’t look at me
and two guys stacking crates 

of string beans,
which I didn’t know 
were in season.
Paradise Bakery sounded promising, 
but it’s only mu#ns.
J Bar yielded a woman two seats over 
with a manhattan and a pint,
both full,
telling the bartender about 
how she checked herself in
to detox. I didn’t catch when 
and didn’t want to follow up.

No candyman to come around 
so from here on out it's 
Sauvignon Blanc, 
American Spirit Yellows,
overpriced corporate slop
and the cottonwoods at night
and the light,
the great shafts of light.

that rent would need to be negotiated 
upwards. 

As to this year's Fair, Francesconi 
doesn't have !nal numbers but said it 
performed better than '24 with approxi-
mately 25,000 attendees over the four 
days. 

One way the Fair raised a little extra 
cash was to discontinue the policy of free 
admission for those with a special event 
ticket (for the concert, for example. Or 
Demolition Derby). 

Another policy which drew some 
scrutiny was the Fairgrounds attempt 
to regulate certain food and beverage 
prices. 

"e Bishop Lions Club was selling wa-
ter for just a dollar, much to the conster-
nation of other vendors. 

And was also selling food at a lower 
price point to other vendors. 

In large part because the Lions are 
sensitive to local wallets and know the 
Fair is an expensive proposition. 

But Francesconi said there needs to be 
a balance. 

"It's not that I don't want to give a 
deal," said the 33-year California Dept. 
of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) veteran. 
CDFA oversees Fairs and Expositions. 
"But there are people we bring in here 
[for the event] ... this is how they make a 
living. And they've got overhead." 

Whereas Bishop Lions are volunteers 
so ... no payroll.

Finally, I asked Francesconi about the 
search for a new, permanent Fair CEO. 

"e answer: "ere may not be one. 
As Francesconi said, "I don't know if 

we can hire [a$ord] a full-time CEO. 

He said the state is looking into a re-
gional approach where the 18th District 
(Tri-County) becomes a satellite district 
to Antelope Valley. 

Francesconi currently devotes about 
half his time to his Tri-County responsi-
bilities. 

Pets before people 

Former Inyo County Supervisor Matt 
Kingsley laid into his former colleagues 
during the !nal county budget hearing 
on Tuesday. 

But only after head-faking them with a 
folksy introduction. 

And then blasting 'em over the new 
Big Pine Animal Shelter building, which 
wasn't supposed to turn into a $1 mil-
lion vanity project for the 4th District 
Supervisor (Roeser) "delivering" for her 
constituents. 

Meanwhile, he noted that at the bud-
get hearing the week before, a depart-
ment head (Anna Scott) had to literally 
beg for $25,000 to fund a senior meals 
program. 

Never mind you've got a hospital 
(Southern Inyo) on the verge of bank-
ruptcy. 

"You have to think more globally," he 
observed. He then literally exited the 
Chambers without sticking around for 
Roeser's reaction. 

""at was completely inappropriate," 
she fumed. "Misinformation at its !nest."

She said until the building gets 
completed, it stands as a monument to 
government ine#ciency. 
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Surround yourself with the beauty of autumn as 
you tee up for eighteen holes at Sierra Star or take a 
swing at Snowcreek’s nine-hole course. There’s plenty 
of golf season left, book your tee time today.

FALL INTO 
THE FAIRWAYS

GOLF SEASON RUNS UNTIL OCTOBER 12
SIERRASTARGOLF.COM • 760.934.GOLF

Sunday Funday
Catch every game on our 

14 HDTV’s & 110” Projection Screen!
Open at 9:45am for 

Breakfast & Drink Specials!

NFL HEADQUARTERS!
YOUR 

MONDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL

The Pursuit of Happiness 
Happy Hour extended 3-8pm

THURS. NIGHT FOOTBALL

Southeast Inyo Speaks Out

!is letter is pertinent to two issues that 
are relevant and interrelated in this area: 
food distribution and emergency pre-
paredness. !ese two issues are pressing 
and form the backbone of a public health 
issue that has the potential to be devastat-
ing locally.

Southeast Inyo County faces a very 
di"erent economic situation from Inyo 
County as a whole. !e median household 
income is $27,000 compared to $72,000 
countywide. Southeast Inyo experiences 
a 33% poverty level, over three times 
higher than countywide. Southeast Inyo 
has an 11% employment rate, compared 
to over 50% countywide. On average, the 
age of residents is 68 years old, over 20 
years more than countywide. As a result, 
Southeast Inyo needs particular attention 
to social services and economic needs.

With the halting of IMACA commodi-
ties distributions, a number of residents in 
Southeast Inyo are being deeply impacted 
by the loss of basic necessities to sustain 
them. Moreover, the current temporary 
solution of directing residents to the Salva-
tion Army in Pahrump is inadequate and 
will not ensure that the neediest among us 
receive the help they need. Many people in 
Southeast Inyo County rely on supplemen-
tal food supplies for survival. We would 
additionally like to clarify that, contrary to 
a statement by IMACA in a local news out-
let, that there is not a “seasonal closure” 
of town in Tecopa in the summer. Dozens 
of residents stay year-round. If IMACA 
commodities cannot resume year-round, 
a possible solution would be an allocation 

from the county in the form of an annual 
grant or appropriation so that volunteers 
can purchase and distribute food to our 
community members. A program o"er-
ing purchased “food cards” that can be 
distributed for use at local grocery stores 
in Pahrump is another option. !ese cards 
are available and can be restricted to use 
on food items.

We further experienced a 3.5 day power 
outage around Labor Day weekend, dur-
ing a period of hot summer weather, and 
discovered that there is not an e"ective 
solution or plan at the county or local level 
for mitigating potential harms to our com-
munity members. !e community center 
was only open for 3 hours over Labor Day 
weekend as a cooling center. A better sys-
tem needs to exist for keeping it open for 
extended hours during these emergency 
events to protect those most vulnerable. 
Possible solutions include extended hours 
for sta" and a volunteer system where 
trusted members of the community can 
take shifts in keeping the community 
center open for extended hours, whether 
in the summer ‘s extreme heat, or when it’s 
freezing in winter.

Overall, the objective of this letter is 
to convey the seriousness of these issues 
while additionally o"ering some ideas 
from which possible solutions can be 
crafted. We support our Supervisor, Will 
Wadelton, and the rest of the Inyo County 
Board of Supervisors, in working together 
with local partners to address these out-
standing issues in our communities.

!is letter was signed by 31 residents in 
Shoshone, Tecopa and Death Valley.

RATES
continued from page 1

on their typical water/sewage use. A, 
low use, included banks, gyms, o#ces, 
and warehouses. B, the middle ground, 
encompassed co"ee shops, beauty salons, 
bowling alleys, and churches, and C was 
reserved for fast food, mortuaries, and 
restaurants.

Irrigation, applied to institutions with 
signi$cantly landscaped areas, such as 
schools, churches, city parks, and some 
commercial parcels like the lumber yard 
and garden center, would see the largest 
increase in rates. An irrigated acre is cur-
rently billed $9.90/month for water use. 
!e proposal would increase the irrigation 
bill to $233.77/month after July 1, 2026, 
a 2261% change. !e fairgrounds would 
not be included in these charges, as the 
onsite plumbing does not use city water 
for irrigation, per an arrangement the 
fairgrounds has with the city. !e grounds 
would only be charged for indoor water 
services. 

!roughout the presentation, Gamino 
and the consultant emphasized the im-
portance of water meters, and how much 
simpler the rate structure will be once they 
are implemented. 

Council member Jose Garcia wondered 
if the city’s general funds could help al-
leviate rate costs for Bishop’s low-income, 
vulnerable population. He pointed to the 
1% sales tax increase Bishop asked its 
residents to pay in 2020. !is fund wasn’t 
intended for this purpose, he said, and 
instead was meant to support $re, police, 
and sidewalks. 

“!anks to that, the city is now in a 

much better $nancial position than we 
were $ve years ago,” Garcia said. “I think 
it's time for the city to give back to the 
community and use the general fund to 
pay for some of this and not just put the 
bill up to the residents.” 

“Is that something that’s even legal to 
do?” Mayor Karen Kong asked. 

It is legal, apparently. But it raises a 
whole new set of questions. Would James 
Hoover, senior low-income residential 
renter living on a low-income, qualify for 
this type of $nancial relief if his landlord, 
Gary Colbert, does not? Both were present 
for public comment. Kong outlined this 
scenario.

“!is will really make more of my in-
come go to rent,” Hoover said. 

“You’re going to drive people out of 
rentals,” Colbert echoed. “!ere’s more 
people like Jim.”

Final recommendations will be pre-
sented on October 27. On November 11, a 
notice of the increased rates will be mailed 
to property owners and ratepayers in 
English and Spanish. !e rates will go into 
e"ect on July 1, 2026. 

!e public can stop these rates from 
going into e"ect. If more than 50% of the 
Bishop population protest in written form, 
then the council would be unable to move 
forward. 

“We can keep limping along like this,” 
Gamino said. “It’s not what we want, but 
we can do it. It’s called deferred mainte-
nance for a reason. But all infrastructure is 
like that.”

LETTERS
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By Fisher

SIH 
continued from page 1 MEANWHILE, SMHD FLUSH
comments from roughly 50 people on 
Zoom or at the board meeting. !e board 
members were also silent before the 
unanimous vote.

!e Southern Inyo Hospital building 
in Lone Pine contains an Emergency 
Department, several “swing beds” for 
short hospital stays, and a 25-bed Skilled 
Nursing Facility (SNF, a senior care and 
rehab facility). !e district also operates a 
Rural Health Clinic.

It is designated as a rural “critical ac-
cess” facility, which it hopes will spur the 
state to take action and write a check. 
!e hospital serves travelers on US 395, 
Sierra hikers and climbers, and the towns 
of Lone Pine, Independence, Darwin, 
Olancha and Keeler.

!e dire "nancial situation is not new 
to SIH. It has "led for Chapter 9 twice be-
fore, once in the 1990s, and most recently 
in 2016 after the hospital closed its doors. 
It reopened and exited bankruptcy in 
2020.

!e current situation has a familiar 
ring to it, with a new CEO coming in and 
discovering a "scal mess –which sounds 
like the recent history of Northern Inyo 
Hospital, too. Oh, and Flanigan is familiar 
with NIH since he was CEO for several 
years before being shown the door. He 
set up his current medical practice in 
Ridgecrest after leaving NIH.

Addressing the board, Flanigan 
thanked them for the job, but noted he 
wished he “could have come in at a better 
time.”

!e restructuring plan he presented 
started with his contract. He nixed an 

Even as many rural healthcare dis-
tricts struggle to keep doors open, 
the Southern Mono Healthcare 

District (SMHD) remains compara-
tively "nancially insulated as it moves 
forward with "nancing its $150 million 
North Wing Project.

Chief Financial O#cer Melanie Van 
Winkle presented an update on the 
project’s "nances to the hospital board 
in Mammoth last !ursday, outlining 
plans to raise approximately $50 million 
through a bond issuance.

!e North Wing Project, already 
underway and slated for completion in 
2028, will relocate inpatient and ancil-
lary services, add 12 inpatient beds and 
four intensive care beds, and house a 
new Outpatient Services Center. 

Financing for the new facility did 
not rely on the approval of a taxpayer-
backed General Obligation bond in 
November, and is being paid largely 
through SMHD’s cash reserves.

And now, despite federal policy 
changes, including a sweeping federal 
budget package signed July 4 (the “Big 
Beautiful Bill”) that includes major 
Medicaid cuts, Van Winkle emphasized 
SMHD’s "nancial stability positions it 
well to absorb federal funding reduc-
tions. 

!e federal cuts, if imposed, would 
impact the district, but not nearly as 
severely as other healthcare providers 
in the region.

By 2027, when cash reserves are pro-
jected to be at their lowest point during 

construction, SMHD still expects to 
hold $95.5 million in unrestricted cash. 
!is means the hospital could operate 
for  305 days without any new revenue.

“!at’s our lowest point, which is re-
ally remarkable,” Van Winkle said. “And 
reserves begin to build back up in 2028 
and 2029.” 

!at’s a conservative estimation. In 
the words of Board Vice Chair Ryan 
Wood, “Even if Trump does his thing 
and we lose a bunch of money, this is 
the worst-case scenario.”

!e hospital currently relies on about 
$11.5 million a year from federal fund-
ing, and expects to lose up to 30% of 
those funds, or about $3.5 to $4 million. 

To support rural healthcare districts, 
the megabill also introduced the Rural 
Health Transformation Program, a 
$50 billion federal initiative intended 
to support innovative care models in 
underserved, rural regions. But Van 
Winkle doesn’t think SMHD is going to 
get much from this fund, and expects 
most health care districts won’t either.

“!ousands of organizations are go-
ing to apply,” she said. “Even if Califor-
nia receives a sizable amount, it will be 
split among all rural providers. I’d be 
surprised if we even saw $200,000.”

So, she’s not relying on those funds. 
Credit agencies remain con"dent 

in SMHD’s ability to absorb the im-
pact without jeopardizing long-term 
stability, Van Winkle noted. Not every               

undisclosed “signing bonus,” asked to 
cut his salary from $210,000 to $185,00 a 
year, and said since his medical licenses 
and credentials are intact he would be 
able to step in for shifts at the Emergency 
Department, Clinic or SNF.

!e "rst boost to cash $ow came from 
the insurance company Blue Shield 
agreed to provide an “advance” of 
$210,000, which will be repaid over two 
years, Flanigan said.

Flanigan o%ered nothing but praise 
for the sta% and their commitment to 
the hospital and the community. He said 
each department had voluntarily cut 
sta% hours to generate about $44,000 in 
savings. He expected the restructuring 
to eventually cut sta% costs by close to 
$100,000. However, he said “sta% reduc-
tions” could not be taken o% the table. 
Some services including expensive tele-
health providers, and consulting con-
tracts have been canceled or scaled back, 
he noted.

!e Skilled Nursing Facility, which is 
vital to the community, is “the one thing 
that is viable,” Flanigan said, so maintain-
ing its sta#ng will be a priority. Keeping 
the Emergency Department sta%ed and 
open 24/7 is also a priority, he noted. 
Getting patients to occupy the “swing 
beds” would also bolster revenue without 
increasing costs.

If SIH eventually "les for Chapter 9 
bankruptcy protection, it could continue 
to operate while it creates a court-ap-
proved plan to pay creditors and improve 
its long-term "scal health.

more SMHD, pg. 7

Warehouse Space For Rent
Located in the Mammoth Industrial Park

160 Commerce Drive Ste A

Matthew Lehman | BROKER

C (720) 822-5845
matthew@homesmammoth.com

BRE# 01149776

• 2,780 Sq. Feet
• Newly Remodeled
• Multiple Offices
• Private Bathrooms
• Kitchen
• Fenced Lot
• Private and Secure

FEATURES: Matthew LehmanMatthew Lehman
REAL ESTATE
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SMHD
continued from page 1

A C C E S S  A P A R T M E N T S

Join us to celebrate new workforce housing 
in Mammoth Lakes! Enjoy inspiring speakers, 

delicious food, and self-guided tours. 

 S E E  Y O U  T H E R E !

OCTOBER

TU ES DAY

143:00-6:00 PM 238 Sierra Manor Rd. 
Mammoth Lakes, CA

There is no onsite parking, please plan accordingly.

CAREERS AT MAMMOTH HOSPITAL
Where Passion Meets Purpose

Openings at MammothHospital.com      |

Success Sharing Incentive Program  •  Staff Development Programs
Generous Retirement Match and PTO Accrual

PATIENT ACCESS REPRESENTATIVE
(Multiple Departments)

HELP DESK TECHNICIAN
(Part Time)

FOUNDATION COORDINATOR

CERTIFIED LABORATORY ASSISTANT

HIMS ASSISTANT

NOW HIRING!

For questions, please email hr@mammothhospital.com

Benefi ts available to full-time 
employees only. Per diem roles are 

eligible for a 16% differential.

healthcare district is so lucky. 
As Klusmire reports on page 1 and 

6, Southern Inyo Healthcare District 
is at risk of declaring bankruptcy or 
imposing signi!cant budget cuts.

Meanwhile, Northern Inyo Health-
care District’s bond rating was 
downgraded to a ‘B’ by S&P in May, 
partially due to its reliance on federal 
resources.

“NIHD’s concentration in govern-
mental payers is [...] contributing to 
its elevated social capital risk, as over 
30% of net payers are attributable to 
Medicaid,” the report states. 

In contrast, S&P rea"rmed SMHD’s 
A- rating with a stable outlook.

Keith Kleven of Piper Sandler, the 
hospital’s bond underwriter, under-
scored the signi!cance of SMHD’s rat-
ing: “You are among the highest-rated 
rural access hospitals in the country.”

With this momentum, SMHD is 
preparing to market its bonds. Bond 
pricing is scheduled for the week of 
October 6. Pricing is a one-day event 
when investor orders are taken and 
interest rates are locked in, followed 
by !nal documentation and the trans-
fer of funds.

Some board members questioned 
the timing of the issuance, as the 
Federal Reserve recently cut rates, 
and reports indicate there may be 
further reductions. Kleven explained 
that markets had already priced in 
the latest cut, and current conditions, 
including strong investor demand, 

make this a favorable window.
“I think it’s a great thing the govern-

ment cut rates,” Kleven said.
Postponing could expose the hos-

pital to political or market volatility. 
Alternatively, splitting the transac-
tion into smaller sales would incur 
duplicative fees (approximately 2%, 
or $750,000 per issuance) and reduce 
investor appeal. Larger bond o#er-
ings, Kleven emphasized, are more 
attractive and therefore achieve lower 
interest rates.

$e project budget did include one 
unexpected item: a $625,000 “capital 
improvement” fee imposed by the 
Town of Mammoth Lakes. 

Chief Operating O"cer Mark Lind 
explained that the charge is consistent 
with town policy adopted in 2018 to 
o#set the infrastructure impacts of 
large developments, such as the new 
Limelight Hotel. 

Even with the new fee, however, 
Board Vice Chair Wood remarked that 
the revised budget contained “noth-
ing surprising, shocking, or weird.”

HUSKIES ACE BRONCOS

Mammoth beat Bishop 3-0 on Thursday in a close, well fought match. Above, Cam Lanphear 
spikes into Lyra Manning’s block. Below, Sylvie Schaubmayer from Mammoth battles it out with 
Riley Van Nest of Bishop.



ESCA’s 25th Anniversary

What began with a local nurse’s single 
walk has grown into a 25-year commit-
ment to local cancer patients and their 
families. !is month, the Eastern Sierra 
Cancer Alliance (ESCA) celebrates its sil-
ver anniversary with a fundraising event 
that honors its past, highlights its impact, 
and strengthens its future.

!e story of ESCA began in 2000 when 
now-retired registered nurse Patricia 
Ramirez joined one of the nationally 
known Avon Walks for Breast Cancer. 
Inspired by the passion of participant 
but disheartened that little of the money 
reached rural women, Ramirez returned 
home determined to build something 
local.

Ramirez and fellow volunteers 
launched the Eastern Sierra Breast Can-
cer Alliance (ESBCA). 

When they recognized a broader need, 
they dropped the “B” and expanded their 
mission to serve all cancer patients. By 
becoming a 501(c)(3) nonpro"t, ESCA 
made donations tax-deductible, invited 
greater community support, and opened 
doors to grant opportunities.

“For ESCA, I saw it as neighbors 
helping neighbors – and it has stayed 
that way,” she said. “Our funds are not 
capped, they stay in our community, 
and they go directly to people who need 
them. !at has always been our prom-
ise.”

Over the years, ESCA has reimbursed 
gas for long treatment trips, helped 
patients pay rent when illness kept them 
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MILES FOR MILES FOR 
MAMMOGRAMSMAMMOGRAMS

Elevate Your Health

ELEVATE

11AM START
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25TH

MAMMOTH CREEK PARK

Join our community for a Join our community for a 
2-mile walk supporting 2-mile walk supporting 

Mammoth Hospital Mammoth Hospital 
Foundation’s affordable Foundation’s affordable 

mammography program.mammography program.

REGISTER @ ELEVATEMAMMOTH.COM

LOCAL BRIEFS
from working, and covered groceries and 
utilities for families in need.

!e group also runs support groups 
that connect patients with others who 
share their experiences and understand 
what they face.

!rough a partnership with Northern 
Inyo Healthcare District, ESCA oper-
ates the WeCare program, which helps 
underserved women secure screening 
mammograms. 

A 14-member volunteer board guides 
the organization, and a four-member 
resource team works every week with 
patients and families. Together, they 
connect people with "nancial assistance, 
transportation help, and resources that 
make treatment more manageable.

ESCA maintains an o#ce at NIHD’s 
Birch Street Annex, giving patients and 
families a welcoming place for informa-
tion and compassion.

While ESCA operates with modest 
sta#ng, it multiplies its reach through 
decades of community partnerships, vol-
unteerism, and sponsor support. Presi-
dent Cheryl Underhill summed it up: 

“Our impact is measured not just in 
the dollars raised, but in the hope and 
stability we give families during their 
most di#cult times.”

!e 25th Anniversary Celebration will 
take place on Saturday, Sept. 27, from 
6 to 9 p.m. at the Tallman Pavilion, Tri-
County Fairgrounds. Tickets cost $100, 
with all proceeds supporting local cancer 
patients.

ESCA’s 25th Annual Walk & Run hap-

pens on Saturday, Oct. 18 – registration 
begins at 7:30 a.m., with a 9 a.m. start. 
Local graphic artist Keri Davis designed 
a commemorative 25th Anniversary T-
shirt for registered participants.

ESCA also added a March Walk dedi-
cated to colorectal cancer awareness, 
extending its reach to more patients. 
!e 2026 date will be announced at the 
beginning of the new year.

An Arresting Scam

!e Mono County Sheri$ ’s O#ce 
learned of a recent scam where the 
fraudster impersonates Mono County of-
"cials by sending realistic looking emails 
demanding payment for County services. 

!e emails come from domains that 
are not Mono County, but imitations that 
are designed to mislead. !ese emails 
are targeted to persons who currently 
have business before the County, using 
manufactured County letterhead, creat-

ing a false sense of urgency by insist-
ing upon immediate payment by wire 
transfer.

While invoices from Mono County 
are occasionally sent by email, they are 
always expected and will come from an 
email address ending in @mono.ca.gov 
or @monosheri$.org.

Mono County does not accept wire 
transfers for business transactions. 
Always look closely at any email that 
seems suspicious or creates a false sense 
of urgency.

Do not click on links or open attach-
ments from senders you do not know. If 
in doubt of a sender’s authenticity, call 
the o#ce directly by using legitimate 
directories posted on Mono County’s 
o#cial website: monocounty.ca.gov. If 
you received one of these emails and 
submitted a payment, please report it to 
the Mono County Sheri$ ’s O#ce at 760-
932-7549, option 7.



WINTER

Photo: Samantha Lindberg/MLT 

686 Old Mammoth Rd.    LAKingsIceMammothLakes.com

760-965-3695      LAKingsIceMammothLakes  

FREE Open Skate from 5-7:30pm.
Including admission and rentals – subject to availability.
 Patinaje abierto GRATUITO, incluye entrada y alquiler – sujeto a disponibilidad.

Information on local winter recreation opportunities.
Including gymnastics, basketball, cooking, crafting, and ice sports.
Información sobre actividades recreativas de invierno, Incluyendo gimnasia, baloncesto,  
cocina, manualidades y deportes de hielo.

In-Person Registration for adult and youth  
winter recreation programs.
In-person registration limited to one product per child. 
Online registration opens October 7.
Inscripción presencial para programas de invierno. La inscripción presencial está  
limitada a un producto por niño. La inscripción en línea abre el 7 de octubre. 
Lucky Door Prizes including an Annual Membership  
and an Ice Skating/Pool Party for 20.
Los premios incluyen una membresía anual y una fiesta de patinaje sobre  
hielo/piscina para 20 personas.

>!
>!

>!

>!

EXPO DE INVIERNO

JUEVES 2 DE OCTUBRE

THURSDAY
  OCTOBER 2

5-7:30PM

Fall Season Special!
Enjoy a limited-time,  
50% off Parks & Recreation  
Annual Membership  
discount from Oct. 2-31.
Disfruta de un 50% de descuento en la  
Membresía Anual de Parques y Recreación  
por tiempo limitado, del 2 al 31 de octubre.
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calendar of events
BARS & MUSIC
Happy Hour/
!e Liberty Sports Bar and Grill 
Pursuit of Happiness Hour Daily 3-6 
p.m. Live Music. Best viewing spot in 
town for live sports, other than across 
the parking lot @ Main Street Pizza 
and Tap. More Liberty info, see ad p. 2
Outlaw Saloon Happy Hour Monday 
through Friday from 4-6 p.m. More info: 
See ad p. 4. And remember to catch all 
the NFL games right here!
!e Mogul happy hour 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
in the bar. Food and drink specials. 
Main Street Pizza - See ad this page for 
details. 
Distant Brewing happy hour Monday-
!ursday from 3-5pm. $1/o" beer/
wine/cider/seltzer/kombucha

Saturday, September 27/
June Lake Autumn Beer Festival 
featuring live music by Lost Cement 
Mine, Felt Cutouts, and !e Resinators. 
Time: 12-5 p.m. Location: Gull Lake 
Park. $$$. Free Mammoth-June shuttle 
service. Tix and info: humanitix.com. 

Sunday, September 28/
!e Resinators play Distant Brewing 
from 7-9 p.m.
Caldera Collective Takeover plays 
Mammoth Brewing. Time TBD.

TOWN STUFF

UPCOMING

m a m m o t h

GEAR
EXCHANGE

106 S. Main St., Bishop (760) 873-4300

TOWN STUFF

SIERRA 
ELECTRIC

760-920-3547
LIC#  923994

Sean Flavin, Owner

TOWN STUFF
Friday, September 26/
MHS Football hosts Lone Pine. Time: 
7 p.m. 
!e Mammoth 214-mile footrace starts 
8 a.m. Info @ themammoth200.com

September 26-28/
Oktuberfest at Woolly’s Adventure 
Summit from 12-6 p.m. all three days. 
Face painting, pumpkin decorating, and 
live music. 
Annual Pow Wow and California 
Native American Day Celebration on 
the Bishop Paiute Reservation. 

Saturday, September 27/
Fire Ring Restoration along Mammoth 
Scenic Loop from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Location: Inyo Craters Parking Lot. Info: 
friendsoftheinyo.org.
Ridge Rambler Half Marathon in 
Bridgeport. Starts 8 a.m. Afterparty @ 
Bridgeport Inn from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. Info: bridgeportcalifornia.com.
ESCA holds its 25th Anniversary 
Celebration from 6-9 p.m. at the Tri-
County Fairgrounds. $$$. Last chance 
to buy tickets at esacanceralliance.org.

Sunday, September 28/
Meet and Greet with State Senator 
Marie Alvarado-Gil @ the Way#nder 
Hotel (725 N. Main) in Bishop. Time: 
3-4 p.m. 
Nevada North Interscholastic Cycling 
League Race series takes o" 8 a.m. 
from Mammoth Mountain Main Lodge. 
Cheer on High School and Middle 
School teams! 

Monday, September 29/ 
Women In Business: StrongHer 
with Sara Chavez, PT. Event focus 
on strength, con#dence, and 
longevity for all women. $15 for non-
chamber members. Info/registration: 
mammothlakeschamber.org.

Tuesday, September 30/
MHS Volleyball hosts Desert. JV at 4 
p.m., varsity at 5.

September 30 - October 4/
Paint Mono County First Annual 
Plein Air Competition begins 
Tuesday 6 p.m. @ Mono Arts Council 
Community Center. All artists welcome. 
Prize money for winner. $$$. Info at 
monoarts.org. 

October 1-2/
Celebrate the Jewish High Holidays 
(Yom Kippur) in Mammoth. Email: 
RabbiZalman@chabadmammoth.com

Thursday, October 2/
TOML Winter Recreation Expo at the 
Community Recreation Center. Learn 
about recreation opportunities this 
winter and register for TOML programs. 
And come out for a free skate! Info: See 
ad p. 9. 

October 2-5/
Volunteer Wilderness Week in the 
Inyo Mountains Wilderness. Volunteers 
spend 3 days dismantling a defunct 
cabin. Email izzy@friendsoftheinyo.org 
to register.

October 3-5/
Oktuberfest continues at Woolly’s 
Adventure Summit from 12-6 p.m. all 
three days. Face painting, pumpkin 
decorating, and live music. 
Fall Colors Car Show in the Bishop City 
Park. To enter your car, contact Karey 
Poole (760)920-2720. 

October 4-5/ 
Spartan Super World Championships 
@ Mammoth Mountain. 10k race with 

October 4-5 (cont.)/ 
obstacles. Info/registration: spartan.
com. 

Friday, October 3/ 
Camp"re Talks: Animal Adaptions. 
Location: Oh! Ridge campground in 
June Lake. Time: 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Friday Night Market on Academy 
Street in Bishop. Live music by Sandy 
and the High Country. Food, drinks and 
shopping. Time: 5:30-9 p.m.
BUHS Football hosts Rosamond. JV at 
4 p.m., varsity at 7.

Saturday, October 4/ 
Wild Wild West Marathon in Lone 
Pine. Run the oldest trail marathon 
in the US. Info/registration: 
wildwildestmarathon.com. 
Choo Choo Swap Meet at the Tri-
County Fairgrounds in Bishop.
Admission $5. Time: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Info: lawsmuseum.org.

Oct. 7-30: Mono County Public Health 
holds community #u vaccination 
clinics. Get your $u shot, for free! For 
full schedule and information, see ad 
p. 14. 
Oct 9-12: Lone Pine Film Festival. 
Film showings, horseback riding, 
a parade, and more. Tix/info: 
lonepine!lmfestival.org.



               NO CLASS-IFIEDS 

Elevate Your Career At Mammoth Hos-
pital! We have an immediate need for the 
following positions:

· Radiologic Technologist II – Starting 
wage $44.42 to $53.84 based on quali!ca-
tions. $5,000 Retention Bonus.

· Physical Therapist – Starting wage 
$48.72 to $59.05 based on quali!cations. 
$5,000 Retention Bonus

· Hospital Social Worker – Starting wage 
$43.69 to $52.96 based on quali!cations. 

· Dental Assistant – Registered - Starting 
$25.49 to $30.90 based on quali!cations. 

Admin. Asst. to the CEO. $34.15 - $48.64 
Hourly. FT. 

To view more positions and apply, pls.
visit www.mammothhospital.org/jobs

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Reservations Desk Clerk immediate 
opening at the Double Eagle Resort and 
Spa in June Lake CA (20 min from mam-
moth).  Must have excellent customer ser-
vice and computer skills.  Full or part time, 
health bene!ts, !tness membership and 
PTO.  Great place to work! Email Lodging@
doubleeagle.com 

Creekside Spa and Fitness Desk at the 
Double Eagle Resort and Spa, immedi-
ate opening for enthusiast team member.  
Help in creating a wonderful experience 
for our spa and !tness center guests. Cus-
tomer service, computer, cleaning, food 
service.  Full or part time, health bene!ts, 
!tness membership and PTO.  Great place 
to work!  Email Lodging@doubleeagle.com

Restaurant Server for Eagles Landing 
Restaurant at the popular Double Eagle 
Resort and Spa in June Lake CA.  Experi-
ence in restaurant service, computers and 
working as team member are essential.  

Help Wanted

Sweetwater Plumbing Inc. FT position 
for Journeyman Plumber and/or Appren-
tice Plumber. Full Bene!ts. Job is located 
in Mammoth Lakes. Contact 760-914-1266 
info@sweetwaterplumbing.com
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Home For Sale

Help Wanted
Full and part time available, health ben-
e!ts, !tness membership and PTO.  Great 
place to work. Email Lodging@doubleea-
gle.com

Restaurant bartender for Eagle’s Land-
ing Restaurant at the popular Double 
Eagle Resort and Spa. Experience in restau-
rant bartending, computers and working 
as a team member are essential. FT and 
PT work available. Health bene!ts, !tness 
membership, PTO. Great place to work. 
Email Lodging@doubleeagle.com

Cooks and Prep Cooks jobs available at 
the famous Eagles Landing Restaurant in 
June Lake.  We o"er health bene!ts, !tness 
membership and PTO. A great place to 
work! Email lodging@doubleeagle.com

Commercial spaces for rent:
-O#ces of 549 sq. feet, 224 sq. feet and 

92.25 sq. feet available. 
Building features incl. 24/7 access, park-

ing, kitchen, bathrooms, common area 
conference room, wi! and heat. 

Call 818.307.3698 or 970.837.6720

For Rent

Tioga Green Dispensary is hiring an 
asst. manager and budtenders. Please email 
tiogagreen@gmail.com with resume/refer-
ences. 

MAMMOTH COMMUNITY WATER DIS-
TRICT’S Personnel Services Department 
is currently recruiting for one permanent 
Human Resources Manager position. FOR 
APPLICATION INFORMATION/TO APPLY: 
Please see the District website https://
mcwd.dst.ca.us/employment/.

Shilo Inn is accepting applications for FT 
housekeepers, FT maintenance worker and 
Front desk/night auditor. Immediate Front 
Desk opportunity starting at $18/hour. 
Please call Human Resources (Sarina Quin-
tero) at 925.813.2331 or email your resume 
to squintero@marquishotelsgroup.com. 

SUPERIOR  COURT OF 

CALIFORNIA

COUNTY OF MONO

The Superior Court of California for 

Mono County i n v i t e s a pp l i c a t i o n 

s f o r t h e p o s i t i o n of

Information Technology Technician 

I or II

This is a part-time, non-exempt, non-

represented position

Hourly Salary:

$23.16-$35.99

A job description and application 

instructions may be obtained on 

the court’s website, https://www.

mono.courts.ca.gov/ge neralinfo/

employment.htm, or contact the court 

at 

(760)923-2321

hr@mono.courts.ca.gov

Closing Date: Open until filled

EOE/AAE/ADAE

LT lease available for stylishly designed, 
move-in ready Bigwood Townhome. 1+ 
loft/2 BA/1-car garage. $3,000/mo. Sunny 
corner location, furnished, lots of storage, 
woodburning stove, prvt. entrance, near 
common area pool, spa, on-site laundry and 
shuttle. No pets per HOA. Call Tammy @ 
760.937.7300. 

Country Glass seeks carpenters for win-
dow and door installation. FT & year round 
for the right applicant. Excellent pay DOE, 
with bene!ts/vacation. Will train the right 
hire with no experience. Must be solid, trust-
worthy and have a drivers license. 760-934-
3587 or email your application to: Taylor@
country-glass.com

Part-time Positions Working for a Spe-
cial Needs Parent Center.

H.E.A.R.T.S. Connection Family Empow-
erment Center is hiring a Family Resource 
Specialist - 1 part-time position (25hrs/
wk) based from home within Mono county. 
$20.00/hr. Email susan_graham@heartsfrc.
org for application and job announcement.

We are seeking a motivated and detail-
oriented Reservationist to join our growing 
vacation rental management company in 
Mammoth Lakes.

As a Reservationist you’ll be responsible 
for handling guest inquiries and bookings, 
o"ering local area advice, providing phone 
support, and responding to emails/digital 
messages. You will also support our Execu-
tive Team and assist with administrative 
tasks.

Applicants should be reliable self-starters, 
work well under pressure, and be $exible in 
changing roles/jumping in where needed. 
1-2 years experience in reservations/guest 
services/front desk and a strong comfort 
level with modern tech required. Experience 
using StreamlineVRS or similar is preferred. 
Weekend and on-call availability is required. 
Clean driving record is required

PT and FT applicants encouraged to 
apply; wage shall be commensurate with 
experience. Bene!ts include (once eligibility 
requirements are met) health club member-
ships, health plan, and 401k. If you’re ready 
to join our team and help us deliver out-
standing service to our owners and guests, 
please !ll out our online job application 
today at www.!vestarlodging.com”

Restaurant Skadi seeks a professional 
dinner cook.

Please email info.skadi@gmail.com or 
text 760.914.0962. 

Surefoot Mammoth is hiring boot!tters 
for the upcoming winter season. We are 
looking for enthusiastic skiers who want to 
work hard and play hard. No experience 
necessary, we provide paid training. %is is a 
great opportunity to learn a valuable skill in 
the ski industry. Season pass and custom ski 
boots provided with employment. Contact 
Todd at Mammoth@Surefoot.com.

2168 Kiowa Circle, Bishop-Meadow-
Creek2  https://larsonhomesale.godaddy-
sites.com/

4 bedroom, 2 bathroom, 1,527 sq.ft. Con-
tact Lorilyn McDonald: LorilynMcDonald@
gmail.com (949) 293-2242  DRE#01300657

For more information, to subscribe 
to job alerts, and to apply:

JOB OPENINGS

FULL-TIME*

*Full-time total compensation includes 
competitive benefits package.

Police Officer – Lateral
$89,889 – $109,261 annually 

Police Officer – Recruit
$30.43 hourly

Parks Maintenance Worker I
$51,063 – $71,850 annually

PART-TIME | TEMPORARY | 
SEASONAL POSITIONS

Parks & Recreation Seasonal Positions 
LA Kings Ice at Mammoth Lakes | 
Winter Adult Leagues

$19.06 – $30.90 hourly
Outdoor Recreation Host

$20.01 – 23.16 hourly
Temporary Snow Removal Operator

$29.36 – $33.99 hourly
Temporary Trail Crew Leader - Winter

$26.69 – $30.90 hourly

BASE SALARY OR WAGE RANGES 
SHOWN IN COMPLIANCE W/ CA LAW

(760) 965-3604
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov
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   NOTICES 

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Entity 
Is Doing Business As:

Mammoth Made

Drake Design Company LLC
P.O. Box 8333
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

This business is conducted by a limited 
liability company. The registrant began 
to transact business under the fictitious 
business name listed herein during March, 
2013. This statement was filed with the 
Mono County Clerk on August 19, 2025    
File Number 2025-0123
TS #2025-0113 (9/13, 9/20, 9/27, 10/4)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Entity 
Is Doing Business As:

Mammoth Lakes Creative

Drake Design Company LLC
P.O. Box 8333
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

This business is conducted by a limited 
liability company. The registrant began 
to transact business under the fictitious 
business name listed herein during March, 
2013. This statement was filed with the 
Mono County Clerk on August 19, 2025    
File Number 2025-0123
TS #2025-0112 (9/13, 9/20, 9/27, 10/4)

Mammoth Five Star Lodging is seeking 
a skilled and reliable Maintenance Quality 
Controller to join our dynamic team!

As a QC team member, your primary 
responsibility will be to perform Quality 
Control (QC) checks of residential homes to 
grade the quality and completeness of the 
cleaning by our housekeepers. Additionally, 
you may perform detailed maintenance 
inspections after guests have checked out.

We’re looking for team players who pos-
sess strong attention to detail, problem-solv-
ing abilities, and familiarity with consumer 
electronic systems, including audio/video/
home theater, iOS mobile devices, and wi!/
Internet troubleshooting skills. Maintenance 
and repair experience is a strong plus, but 
not required. A current driver’s license and 
clean driving record required. Weekend and 
on-call availability is required.

FT/PT applicants all encouraged to apply; 
pay shall be commensurate with experience.

If you’re ready to join our team and help 
us deliver outstanding service to our owners 
and guests, please !ll out our online job ap-
plication today at www.!vestarlodging.com

Help Wanted

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Entity 
Is Doing Business As:

Vancy Art

Maximiliano Alejandro Viltre
1934 Meridian Blvd.
P.O. Box 100, PMB 433
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

This business is conducted by an indi-
vidual. The registrant began to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
listed herein starting May 15, 2025. This 
statement was filed with the Mono County 
Clerk on Sept. 9, 2025    
File Number 2025-0134
TS #2025-0115 (9/20, 9/27, 10/4, 10/11)

BLJ

"e Felici Trio kicks o# its winter con-
cert series this weekend with a program 
featuring guest violist Jonathan Moer-
schel. 

Moerschel moved to California from 
Boston in 1997 to study under Donald 
McInnes at the University of Southern 
California and never left. 

He founded the Calder Quartet in 
1998, which includes frequent Felici 
guest Tereza Stanislav. 

"is weekend’s concerts feature works 
by the French composers Marin Ma-
rias, Louise Héritte-Viardot and Gabriel 
Fauré. 

Moerschel and the Felici Trio’s pianist 
Steven Vanhauwaert, will open the con-
cert with Marin Marias’ “Five Old French 
Dances.”

Like Felici principals Brian Schuldt 
and Rebecca Hang, Moerschel also mar-
ried a fellow Chamber musician (and 
violist). 

He, his wife Josephine and their two 
daughters live In Torrance. "e daugh-
ters, 9 & 11, are also musicians, one 
studying piano and $ute while the other 
studies violin and voice. 

Moerschel said he started on violin be-
fore switching to viola his junior year of 
high school. At the time, his teacher said 
his tall, lanky build might be more suited 
to the instrument and he might also have 
more opportunities because there are a 
whole lot more violinists. 

He described the viola as a solo instru-
ment and said there was a ton of fantas-
tic chamber music written for the viola in 
the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 

In fact, one of those composers and 
pioneers, Scotsman William Primrose, 
was the teacher of Moerschel’s teacher, 

McInnes.
As Moerschel said, in music, “lineage 

is important.” 
He would know, having been born into 

a musical family—his mother a pianist 
and his father a cellist with the Boston 
Symphony.

While he has played with Felici pianist 
Steven Vanhauwaert previously, this is 
the !rst time Moerschel has played with 
the Felici Trio and just the second time 
he has visited Mammoth (during his 
previous visit, his kids saw snow for the 
!rst time). 

In addition to his performance career, 
Moerschel teaches viola and chamber 
music at the University of California 
Santa Barbara. He is also the director of 
the Ensemble for Contemporary Music 
and Head of Chamber Music.

For more information on this week-
end’s performances, please see ad p. 2. 

WINTER STARTS EARLY



By Fisher

The Resinators

RESI BOYS ARE BACK IN TOWN
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When San Diego-based trio !e 
Resinators take the stage, it’s 
not just about the music; it’s an 

experience.
With a sound they describe as “if 

Sublime and Red Hot Chili Peppers had 
a baby,” the band blends rock, punk, 
reggae, and funk into a sound that keeps 
crowds moving. Add to that a giant 
in"atable octopus, surprise Cheez-it 
giveaways, and a sense of humor that’s 
as much a part of their identity as their 
music, and you’ve got a show that sticks 
with you after the amps are packed up. 

A chance for Eastern Sierra musico-
philes to experience that energy comes 
this weekend. !e Resinators are return-
ing to the June Lake Autumn Beer Fes-
tival on Saturday for thier second year 
in a row, and will keep the music going 
Sunday night at Distant Brewing.

!e Resinators came to be in Eugene, 
Oregon, in 2016, when Kyle Cameron 
and his brother, Kevin, decided to start 
a band. !ey found their drummer, Broc 
Sanders, now one of their closest friends 
through Craigslist, a twist of fate that 
cemented their lineup. 

“He’s like the brother we never had,” 
Kyle said of Sanders.

!e band relentlessly toured up and 
down the west coast in the years after its 
inception, playing anywhere between 75 
and 100 shows a year just to get its name 
out. By 2018, the band had started to #nd 
its footing, and the bandmembers made 
a move.

“We realized if we really wanted to 

grow, we had to relocate,” Kyle said. San 
Diego became the band’s new home.

!e Resinators’ sound evolved with 
them. !eir #rst EP, Vacation, released in 
2020, leaned into surf-rock and reggae, a 
nod to their new environment. 

“It was a collection of songs I’d written 
in my early twenties,” Kyle said. “Moving 
from the Northwest to California, being 
inspired by the beach vibe.”

!at surf-rock feeling suited them at 
the time, but they soon outgrew it. In 
2024, they released their #rst full album, 
which pushed harder into punk and 
alternative rock. 

!at new energy informed their live 
shows and got more people dancing 
than ever before – a scene they were 
eager to lean into.

“We may have lost some people along 
the way, but we’ve gained even more. 
!e shows are bigger than ever. People 
can tell we’re being authentic.”

Authenticity, it turns out, is at the core 
of !e Resinators’ identity. Right down to 
their name. Resin-ators. Get it?

“Back in the day, we were de#nitely 
inspired by weed culture,” Kyle laughed. 
“It was a play on words, and we were 
shocked it wasn’t already taken. Now a 
lot of people know us as the ‘Resi Boys’ 
in San Diego. I’ll be walking down the 
street in Ocean Beach, and people yell it 
out.”

Behind the stage antics and packed 
schedules, life for !e Resinators is also 
about balance. Kyle recently welcomed 
his #rst child, Kevin is #nishing school 

and working as a studio engineer, and 
drummer Broc also works full-time.

“It’s like running a business,” Kyle said. 
“We’ve had to learn how to communi-
cate, stay organized, and pivot when 
things don’t go as planned. But we love 
it. We still make time to write and record, 
and we’ve got new material we’re sitting 
on now.”

Kyle also works with a San Diego brew-
ery, a side job that unexpectedly helped 
connect !e Resinators to the Eastern 
Sierra. While playing at a local beer 
festival in San Diego, the band caught 
the attention of someone from June Lake 

Brewery. !e invite that followed led 
them to Gull Lake last summer.

As !e Resinators approach a decade 
of playing together, they’re not slowing 
down. With new material on its way, the 
band’s sights are set on breaking into 
larger festivals and bigger stages. 

“!at’s the name of the game,” Kyle 
said. 

“We could play in San Diego every 
weekend, but you don’t want to over-
saturate yourself. Festivals let us connect 
with new fans, and that’s how we grow.”
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GO LIGHT ON THE COCONUT OIL 

see HARTLEY, next page

Week 3 was a wild one. Some 
great games and upsets. I 
think people forget the NFL 

season is 17 weeks long and that all 
the teams are NFL teams and can win 
a game or two. All the teams run like a 
pro team and can beat anyone. Well, 
they all can beat anyone. !e Browns, 
Bears and Cowboys are NOT run like 
pro teams. But the players and coaches 
are all professionals and if you slip up, 
you, too, can lose to the Browns. 

And I ain’t saying it’s time to "re some 
coaches, but there are some coaches in 
trouble. 

Theeeeeeeeee games 

‘Hawks laying 1.5 to the Cards. O/U 
43.5. Card QB Kyler Murray, under 6’1” 
tall and underwhelming as a leader and 
player. ‘Hawks D has been great so far. 
Of course they have played the Niners, 
Saints and Steelers. !ree teams that 
are allergic to scoring points. And they 
have Sam Darnold at QB, who at any 
moment will turn into a pumpkin. But 
for now ... ‘Hawks 20-17. But you can 
a#ord to take a nap during this one.
Vikings 2.5 point favorites over the 
Steelers. O/U 40.5. Game is being 
played in Ireland. Please leave the 
Steelers there. Just make them the "rst 
internationally-located NFL team. 
Maybe if they keep playing at 6:30 AM, 

it will make me miss a few games and 
let me enjoy the rest of NFL Sunday 
without having to see their brand of 
miserable football. If the Patriots didn’t 
use Coconut Oil on their hands last 
week, they could’ve whipped the Steel-
ers. Outgained ‘em 368-202 but  turned 
the ball over "ve times. !e Steelers still 
only scored 21 points. 

!e Pats moved up and down the "eld 
until they inexplicably continued to give 
the ball to Rhamondre Stevenson, who 
is either shaving points or betting on 
prop bets for how many times he can 
fumble in a game. Why do they keep 
playing him? 

!e Vikings put in Carson Wentz last 
week and blew out the Bengals. Coach 
Kevin O’Connell is that good because 
resurrecting that pile of excrement 
(Wentz) is amazing. Vikings 23-19. 
Chargers lay 6 points to the Giants. 
O/U 43.5. Giants fans were booing 
Russell Wilson last week and the head 
coach. What the Giants are doing ... the 
league should step in. !ey shouldn’t 
be allowed to collect money for their 
tickets or put NFL on their uniforms. 

Meanwhile, Charger Coach Jim Har-
baugh is still kissing Herbert’s ass like 
he is Tom Brady. !e media is saying 
how Herbert has proved all the hype he 
has had for 5 years. Talk to me when he 
wins a playo# game. Chargers 24-13. 
Eagles laying 3.5 to the Bucs. O/U 43.5. 

!e Eagles are wild. So are the Bucs.  
Last week both teams were schizo-
phrenic. Great one half and disastrous 
the next. !is should be a fun game, but 
the Bucs are beat up. !eir OL is a mess 
with NONE of the starters playing their 
usual position. Eagles 24-20. 
Bills laying 15.5 to the Tulane Green 
Wave. Er, the Spencer Rattler Saints. 
O/U 48.5. To be this big a ‘dog has to 
be embarrassing. !e Bills sleepwalk 
through this one but don’t cover. Bills 
30-22.
Lions laying 10 to the Browns. O/U 
44.5. !e Browns defense is legit. !eir 
o#ense? !ey need to stop wasting 
time and bench Joe Flacco. Or better 
yet, leave him in there to get a higher 
draft pick. Doesn’t matter. Just think, 
they dumped May"eld because Odell 
Beckham’s daddy was posting negative 
propaganda about May"eld. Where 
is Beckham? May"eld is still balling. 
Browns are a clownshow. Lions 23- 15. 
Falcons laying 1.5 to the Command-
ers. I am assuming that is because 
Marcus Marioverrated is playing QB 
this week for Washington. Didn’t look 
bad last week. !e Falcons came back 
to earth with an asswhipping by the … 
Panthers?? Huh? Why are they play-
ing dink and dunk with Penix when he 
is a bomber as a QB? Some teams just 
can’t "gure shit out with QBs. Build an 
o#ense that "ts him rather than shov-

ing your system down his throat. Pitiful. 
Commanders 25-19. 
Texans laying 7 to the Titans. O/U 38.5. 
How have the Texans regressed so much 
on o#ense? Cuz they don’t care about 
their o#ensive line - so the young QB 
looks lost. Texan line reminds me of a 
game in high school where a guy on our 
team completely missed a block and 
turned around and yelled, “TIM, LOOK 
OUT!” As for the Titans, they are not se-
rious about football. !eir head coach is 
another one that got a nepo job. Texans 
18- 12. 
Pats laying 4.5 to the Panthers. O/U 
43.5. !e Pats are better than they have 
performed. I thought the veteran coach 
was supposed to stabilize all those men-
tal errors. He should spend less time in 
"ghts and more time coaching. Tough 
team. Stupid, but tough. Pats whip Pan-
thers 30-20
Rams laying 3.5 to the Colts. O/U 
49.5, !e Rams laid an egg last week. 
!ey had the Eagles stomped and let 
them block 2 FGs? What? Rams come 
out mad and rebound this week 30-20. 
!e Colts? I know it’s too early for the 
Contender/Pretender debate, but … 
there are people calling Danny “Dimes” 
Jones, Danny Dollar now. Come on, 
man. In high school math, there’s a 
phrase for Mr. Jones. It’s called “regres-
sion to the mean.” And it’s coming. 

HARTLEY
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HARTLEY
continued from page 14
Niners laying 3.5 to the Jags, O/U 
47.5. Over is Brock Purdy’s pain. After 
seeing Mac Jones lead the Niners 
o!ense as well as he can, Purdy is 
rushing his ass back on the "eld with 
a bone hanging out of his foot. I can 
play, coach. Why they paid him over 
$50 mil a year is unimaginable. #eir 
team is old and falling apart and they 
spent all their money on Purdy when 
they coulda just played Jones. Niners 
22-18. 
Ravens laying 2.5 to the Chiefs. O/U 
48.5. #is is an odd spot for the Chiefs. 
#ere used to be an old saying about 
having too many leaders and not 
enough workers. It was prevalent in 
the Navy. Well, the Chiefs just ain’t got 
enough Indians on this team. Ma-
homes is doing all he can to save this 
team and this season. So he is lead-
ing the team in passing, rushing and 
fumbles recovered. A bad man. I hate 
to say it but Ravens win 23-20. 
Raiders laying 1.5 to the Bears. O/U 
47.5. #e Bears are "xed! No, sorry, 
they are not. #ey played the worst 
defense in the NFL last week in the 
Cowboys. Raiders win 24-20.
Packers laying 7 to the Cowboys. O/U 
47.5. #e Pack is going to lay waste to 
the Cowboys. Now Jordan Love will 
throw an interception or two. Some-
times I think he is a little special he 
throws so many idiotic interceptions. 
But while doing that he might throw 
for 550 yards on this defense. And the 
Cowboys don’t have WR CeeDee Lamb 
this week. Packers 33-16. 

Aside: All the media and fans that 
cheered the Cowboys bringing in WR 
George Pickens and how he would 
unlock the o!ense were insanely 
stupid. People tell you who they are. 
I don’t know why people try to make 
them something else. Pickens is the 
same unreliable asshole and dumbass 
he was in Pittsburgh. #e people that 
expected anything else are the real 
dummies. 

I am a black man. 
I know you are, Harold, but we can 

make you something else. 
No, you can’t. 
Harold I am going to make you un-

derstand the general public is smart. 
NO, You certainly won’t. #e fact 

that you said that reiterates my belief 
that the general public is as stupid as 
you. 
Dolphins laying 3 points to the lowly 
Jets. O/U 44.5. #e Jets played hard last 
week. I will give them that. #at is all I 
will give them. #e Dolphins literally 
never play hard. #ey should join a $ag 

football league. Dolphins 24-20. Where 
are all the people that said Justin Fields 
would $ourish. He was good that "rst 
game. He has been Justin Fields ever 
since. You hear all the clicking? #at’s 3 
million fantasy football players drop-
ping Fields every 20 seconds. 
Broncos 7.5 point favorite over the 
Bengals. O/U 44.5. Jake Browning is 
hilarious. He is that guy who can’t play 
woth a shit 95% of the time but has a 
good game and says THIS IS WHAT I 
DO. Uhhhh. #at is NOT what you do 
or one of the many QB-starved teams 
in the NFL would have you as their 
starter and not a career backup. 
I hear every time a bad QB plays 
the following ... IF YOU GIVE HIM 
A CLEAN POCKET AND TIME TO 

THROW AND OPEN RECEIVERS HE 
CAN BE AS GOOD AS ANYONE. So on 
3 plays a week he can be a franchise 
QB? Stop saying that shit. Oh, the 
Broncos win 23-20. 

BAD PARENTING. Deion Sanders 
admitted that leading up to the draft 
he advised son Shedeur to not talk to 
the Eagles and Ravens. Didn’t want 
him on those teams to sit the bench 
because you don’t learn on the bench. 
Well, he ain’t his daddy. He ain’t got 
that talent. Hence he slides in the 
draft. Deion a bad parent. Maybe a 
worse football coach, too. But that 
was just bad advice. If Shedeur hadn’t 
done that, he might be in a situation 
to actually be the backup on a decent 

team with a decent coaching sta! and 
getting some play time when they are 
blowing out teams. But instead he’s 
throwing passes to me on the scout 
squad for one of the worst organiza-
tions in all of sports. 

Please explain what Travis Hunter 
is doing for the Jags. He isn’t great at 
WR or CB. So he is just getting tired 
and reducing his e!ectiveness at both. 
Great story but that is all it is. Give him 
a position and let him excel. 

Harold Hartley lives in Charleston, 
South Carolina. He watches too much 
football and remains angry from eight 
years of serving on a nuclear subma-
rine.
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