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Divers and volunteers from Clean Up The Lake spent this week pulling 
trash and debris from McLeod

see BUSD, pg. 6

BISHOP BURIES BURROUGHS

Elliott Douda returning a first quarter punt during Bishop Football's home opener last Friday. More coverage, p. 13

By Fisher

On Monday night, the 
Bishop Union School 
District (BUSD) Board 

declined to advance a resolu-
tion that would have aligned 
the district with federal efforts 
to bar transgender women from 
girls' sports.

The meeting drew an overflow 
crowd. Bodies pressed close to-
gether warmed the room; every 
chair was filled, and the spill-
over stretched into the hallway 
and outside. The doors stayed 
open so those left standing 
could still listen. Inside, people 
fanned themselves with printed 
signs, unwilling to give up their 
spot before the debate reached 
its end.

The proposed resolution 
would not have changed district 
policy. Board Secretary Kather-

ine Kolker described it instead 
as a "value statement," align-
ing with the federal govern-
ment's interpretation of Title 
IX and urging groups such as 
the California Interscholastic 
Federation (CIF) to revise their 
eligibility rules.

CIF currently allows trans-
gender athletes to compete in 
accordance with their gender 
identity, though federal officials 
argue this interpretation disad-
vantages cisgender girls.

*Cisgender, btw, refers to a 
person whose gender identity 
matches their gender at birth. 

Board member Joshua 
Nicholson, who introduced 
the measure, arrived wearing a 
sweatshirt reading "Save Girls' 
Sports." Although no trans-
gender students are currently 

participating in BUSD athletics, 
Nicholson pressed the issue as a 
matter of urgency.

"I don't keep fire extinguish-
ers in my house because it's 
on fire right now," he said. "It's 
about preparing."

Other board members re-
sisted his push.

"I have to admit I was part of 
the group who believed it was 
unfair for transgender women 
to play against girls," said Karen 
Keehn, board member and 
former Olympian. "However, in 
the last two weeks, I have been 
doing a great deal of research, 
and it turns out that is just not 
true. Transgender girls are not 
boys."

Board Vice-President Steve 
Elia, absent due to a scheduling 

Bishop Chamber of Com-
merce Executive Direc-
tor Tawni Thomson has 

played the tone-deaf Bishop 
City Council like a fiddle. 

Thomson’s silence was 
deafening about the fate of the 
little A-Frame Chamber Build-
ing. Meanwhile, the council 
endured a steady drumbeat of 
criticism about how it mishan-
dled the situation. 

That caterwauling will 
probably get louder because 
the Chamber announced on 
Wednesday, Sept. 17, that it 
had purchased a new building 
to eventually house it and a 
visitor center. 

 “After months of planning, 
the Bishop Chamber of Com-
merce has officially purchased 
a new location at 200 & 218 
South Main Street,” the Cham-
ber newsletter states. “The 
property currently includes 
three respected tenants — 
Sierra Security Systems, Kalin 
Legal Solutions, and Sierra 
Mountain Center.” 

And what about the A-Frame, 
which was at the center of 
heated public debate? For 
now, it will remain open as the 
Chamber Visitor Center. The 
future? That’s the city’s prob-
lem, the newsletter notes. 

“We fully agree with those 
who see the A-Frame as a 
community treasure. While we 
do not control its fate, we join 
those who hope it can be saved. 
Should the City and commu-
nity restore it in the future, 
there may be opportunities 
for the Information Center to 
return — but this decision rests 
with the City of Bishop, not the 
Chamber.”

Boom. 
With that, the public was re-

minded how the city stumbled 
through the whole shebang. 
Its missteps led to stepping 
right in the middle of a big pile 

of political doo-doo. Now the 
council is faced with decidedly 
unpopular and expensive deci-
sions about the fate of the little 
building. And smelly shoes. 

Vacating the old building, 
which the city owns, had been 
discussed for a couple of years 
(which the Chamber used to 
save money for an eventual 
move). At a May workshop, 
despite some dissenters, the 
council decided to give the 
Chamber a deadline. The evic-
tion notice sent in June was not 
subtle. Council members ac-
knowledged it was ham-hand-
ed. Apparently, the lawyers got 
ahold of the letter and it lost its 
intended friendly tone. Lawyers 
are paid to take the blame, so, 
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“I think I’m maintaining the quality, “I think I’m maintaining the quality, 
but internally I’m paying for it.”                 but internally I’m paying for it.”                 
		      		       -Gary Larson -Gary Larson

RUN OF THE (30) MILL
Around here, it seems that $30 million is what you ask for when you get 

screwed. 
That’s what Terry Ballas asked for when the Town of Mammoth tried to 

screw him over by backing out of an airport development deal. 
Ballas “sold” the lawsuit to some investors who then proceeded to kick the 

Town’s ass in court. 
The Town blamed its loss on its inept lawyers. 
And still owes nearly $20 million in principal. 
I recall former Mayor Kathy Cage urging Mammoth’s council to pay Ballas 

off (this was circa 2004) and settle. But that would have required checking 
some egos at the door. 

With that as backdrop ... the Northern Inyo Hospital Board was in closed 
session for a loooong time on Wednesday. Perhaps the Board was discuss-
ing the letter (reprinted below) sent by Orthopedist Dr. Bo Loy’s attorney 
last month. 

Fenton Jurkowitz Law Group 
To Whom It May Concern:

This law firm represents Bo Loy, M.D. This Notice constitutes a Govern-
ment Tort Claim. Please send notices to this firm unless instructed other-
wise. 

This claim arises from unlawful retaliation, the unlawful summary sus-
pension, the creation of a hostile work environment, and the mishandling of 
sexual harassment complaint by Northern Inyo Healthcare District. Dr. Loy 
was summarily suspended on March 11, 2025. The summary suspension 
was retaliatory against Dr. Loy because of his complaints about a hostile 
work environment and sexual harassment. Dr. Loy’s complaints began in 
late 2024 and his injury culminated on March 11, 2025, when he was retali-
ated against for making complaints. 

Dr. Loy has also suffered defamation by Healthcare District employees. A 
Chair of Department of Surgery, Tissue, Transfusion and Anesthesia, Theo-
dore Rasoumoff, M.D., wrote derogatory emails about Dr. Loy. The former 
Chief of Staff Sierra Bourne and the Vice-Chief of Staff Lindsey Ricci, M.D. 
also wrongfully suspended Dr. Loy and failed in their duties to act without 
conflict and responsibly. 

Dr. Loy is an orthopedic surgeon practicing at Northern Inyo Healthcare 
District. 

Dr. Loy is informed and believe [sic] that employees were pressured and 
coerced into signing a petition supporting disciplinary measures or termi-
nation of Dr. Loy. The Healthcare District was fully aware of this. 

This has caused enormous damages [sic] to his career. Damages include 
loss of income and earning capacity, emotional distress and loss of profes-
sional reputation. Dr. Loy has lost over $100,000 thus far and expect [sic] to 
lose over $30 million over the course of his career.

						      -Benjamin Fenton

While board members may be somewhat encouraged by Mr. Fenton’s 
sloppy letter full of errors, one doesn’t win or lose in court based on gram-
matical mistakes. Quite simply, does anyone trust the current hospital 
board to set egos aside and get this right? 

Dr. Rasoumoff made public comment during the NIHD regular meeting 
to publicly say he feels “personally attacked ... my character is being de-
famed.” 

Can’t wait to eventually have the opportunity to read the “derogatory 
emails” referenced in Loy’s complaint. 
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Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527365. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. 
Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate.

Your Mammoth Lakes Real Estate 
Experts with an Unmatched Reach 
to Southern CA and Beyond

THE HELTON TEAM
Compass Resort Division 
MAMMOTH LAKES
760.914.3800
theheltonteam@compass.com  
DRE 01784118

$600M+
Total Sales Volume

50+
Years of Experience

250+
Five Star Reviews

1000+
Closed Transactions

Powered by the Nation’s Top Brokerage

theheltonteam.com

Surround yourself with the beauty of autumn as 
you tee up for eighteen holes at Sierra Star or take a 
swing at Snowcreek’s nine-hole course. There’s plenty 
of golf season left, book your tee time today.

FALL INTO 
THE FAIRWAYS

GOLF SEASON RUNS UNTIL OCTOBER 12
SIERRASTARGOLF.COM • 760.934.GOLF
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THE FRENCH
CONNECTION

The Felici Piano Trio & guest, 
Jonathan Moerschel, viola

SATURDAY
Sept. 27, 2025
7:00 pm
Cerro Coso College, Mammoth Lakes &

SUNDAY
Sept. 28, 2025
4:00 pm
Cerro Coso College, Bishop

Music by Marin Marais, Louise Héritte-Viardot & Gabriel Fauré

SE

PT. 2025 

A
PRIL 2026

throughWINTER
FELICI    FRIENDS&
CONCERTS

PROGRAM   1

Jo Bacon, Roy & Jane ����a�, Lorr�e �o%��, 	���a 	errera, 

Joyce �. �a%��an & Ro�er$ B. �ar�#, �nne & �ra�g �noc�e,

Roger & R%$� �ac�ar�ane, �a�er�e �ac�ay, 
n �e�ory o� �on & Jo��

Sage, �.L. & �a$ S�oogen, 
n �e�ory o� Be$$y �er&a.

Tickets are available at 

ChamberMusicUnbound.org
And at the door on concert nights.

WITH SPONSORSHIP FROM: 

presents

Our First Annual Plein Air 
Competition & Artist Reception

MONOARTS.ORG/PAINTMONOCOUNTY
DETAILS AND MORE INFO:

Another legacy of Sam's 

Dear Editor, 

When I first met Sam Walker in 2005, 
I had no idea how much his guidance, 
vision, and friendship would shape both 
my journey and the future of the High Si-
erra Energy Foundation. We met in March 
of 2005 when I was interviewed to be the 
first executive director of the nonprofit 
High Sierra Energy Foundation (HSEF). I 
knew a lot about energy and nonprofits, 
but precious little about Mammoth Lakes 
or the High Sierra.

Sam served on the Town’s Renewable 
Energy Task Force and was deeply pas-
sionate about Mammoth Lakes, energy 
sources and their environmental impact. 
He became the “angel” investor in HSEF 
and was a mentor to me as I navigated 
the workings of local government and 
developed a focused mission for HSEF: to 
promote the culture of energy efficiency 
and sustainability in the Eastern Sierra.

I met with Sam regularly in the early 
years as we looked to geothermal energy 
as a sustainable energy source. We re-
ceived a grant from the California Energy 
Commission and worked closely with 
Iceland American Energy - an Icelandic 
geothermal company focused on geo-
thermal as a heating source - to develop a 
geothermal heating district for Mammoth 
Mountain facilities.

We also pursued a local government 
energy efficiency partnership with 
Southern California Edison that involved 
working with the California Public Utility 
Commission.

Ultimately, HSEF shifted our focus from 
geothermal energy, as too capital inten-
sive and focused on energy efficiency as 
the best way to reduce energy costs and 
the carbon impact. Sam questioned mov-
ing away from geothermal, but became 
very supportive as HSEF expanded its 
reach with several measurable accom-
plishments: 

• Celebrating 20th year anniversary this 
year

• Successfully advocating for bringing 
funding and programs to rural communi-
ties.

• Implementing Agency for the Central 
California Rural Regional Energy Network 
(CCR REN)

• Regional Partnership of the Southern 
CA Regional Energy Network (SoCalREN) 

• An 18-year partnership with Mam-
moth Community Water District and 
Mammoth Middle School for the Living-
Wise program

• Bringing energy efficiency programs 
and education to Inyo and Mono counties

If we had not had Sam’s leadership and 
perspective, I’m not sure we would have 
made it this far.

To honor Sam’s commitment to HSEF, 
the environment and our community, 
HSEF will provide an ongoing $1,500 
student scholarship in his name to honor 
his legacy and impact for Mammoth High 
students interested in the environment or 
business.

Rick Phelps
HSEF Board Chair

Faulknerian 

Dear Editor, 

Klusmire has become the William 
Faulkner of puttering about the house. 
I was halfway through before I started 
looking for a period. As a fellow cur-
mudgeon, I read the whole thing and 
could relate. If we tire of the East Coast 
elites telling us what to do, it's impor-
tant to remember that life is differ-
ent over there. Even the hippies wear 
khakis.

Funny thing, I recently cancelled 
the Washington Post. I tried to give it a 
chance after Bezos cracked down, but 
the paper has become lame. Billionaires 
like their news nice and clean. And 
boring. Fortunately, we have the Sheet, 
where the mess of life life is celebrated. 
Mistakes will be made, feathers will be 
ruffled, grouchy people have their say, 
but it will never be boring.

Tom Woods
Bishop

Too Late

Ted,

You mentioned in your most recent 
editorial, you are against the California 
redistricting proposal known as Prop. 
50, saying two wrongs don’t make a 
right, and  “there will be no dry places to 
grip [step?] if we decide to cover every-
thing in mud." 

Well, we are too late. Everything is 

already deeply slimed in mud. It’s called 
the corrupting influence of great sums 
of money. When truth, decency, and 
good sense go begging under the weight 
of special interest cash, one seeks some 
measures of mitigation. Of course, this 
is far from an ideal response to the 
partisan gerrymandering in places like 
Texas, but desperate times call for …
well, you know. 

A far better solution would be pub-
licly financed election campaigns, and 
a media culture where public, non-par-
tisan media would compete on a level 
field with the corporate-owned variety. 
And wouldn’t it be great if there were 
consequences for serial liars in politics?

Unfortunately ideal solutions, ones 
that would make things more right, are 
vanishingly far off. Let’s not make the 
perfect the enemy of the good. Let’s use 
the tools at our disposal to start clawing 
our way back to a system that repre-
sents people, rather than concentrated 
wealth.

Urmas Franosch
Mammoth Lakes

Seriously Sick 

Dear Editor, 

America is seriously 'sick' when politi-
cal differences motivate us to kill each 
other. Is this 'sickness' caused by an ad-
ministration that accuses the far-left for 
an assassination of a far-right Utah man 
but says little about the assassination 
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A POINTLESS EXERCISE SCRAPPED
By Fisher

INFORMATION SUBJECT TO CHANGE – WEATHER PERMITTING

Town of Mammoth Lakes    Parks & Recreation

free
FOR ALL!

event   

schedule: 

September 23  from 12:30pm
Bike Games after the MES Minimum Day  •  Shady Rest Park

Online Registration Required to Participate 
Register.MammothParksandRec.com

12:30-2:00pm  .  .  .  .  .  . Check-in, Gran Fondue Safety Course & Hot Dog Roast* 
                                             (*must complete Safety Course for a food ticket)

1:30pm  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Eastern Sierra Balance Bike Classic (4 & under)

2:05pm  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Snail Race (all ages)

2:30pm  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Short Course Heats  

                                             (Pre-K, TK-K, Grades 1-2, Grades 3-5, Grades 6+)

3:00pm  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Awards Ceremony

CAREERS AT MAMMOTH HOSPITAL
Where Passion Meets Purpose

Openings at MammothHospital.com      |

Success Sharing Incentive Program  •  Staff Development Programs
Generous Retirement Match and PTO Accrual

PATIENT ACCESS REPRESENTATIVE
(Multiple Departments)

HELP DESK TECHNICIAN
(Part Time)

LIMITED X-RAY TECHNICIAN  

CERTIFIED LABORATORY ASSISTANT

HOSPITAL SOCIAL WORKER

NOW HIRING!

For questions, please email hr@mammothhospital.com

Benefi ts available to full-time 
employees only. Per diem roles are 

eligible for a 16% differential.

of a Minnesota Democratic legislator 
and her husband at their home earlier 
this summer? Did the president call the 
FBI to solve the crime in Minnesota as 
he did for the crime in Utah? The White 
House ordered flags to half-mast when 
a Republican was killed but not when 
Democrats were killed. 

The president, from the Oval Office, 
with NO proof, said that liberal criticism 
of conservatives was "directly respon-
sible for the terrorism that we're seeing 
in our country today, and it must stop 
right now." According to the president, 
terrorism is caused only by liberals, i.e., 
evil Democrats criticizing conservatives.  
Americans enjoy freedom of speech 
and may criticize anyone anytime. But 
opposing the president or criticizing 
conservatives is a no - no. This regime 
uses threats, slander, and the military to 
silence any opponent.   

We all agree that the killing must 
stop. To cure America's 'sickness' we 
need a president who brings us to-
gether. Instead, this president divides 
us by accusing the radical-left of violent 
crimes but ignores the radical-right for 
the same violent crimes. By choosing 
one over the other, the president adds 
fever to America's 'sickness'. America 
deserves a president who cares about all 
Americans. 

Sharon Raven Clark
Mammoth Lakes 

Regarding two wrongs 

Dear Editor, 

Just curious. Regarding two wrongs 
don’t make a right. Considering Texas 
and Missouri have now approved re-
districting and others may follow, what 
is your idea of maintaining election 
integrity?

How does the State plan to take ratio-
nal action to chaos, lack of ethics and 
immorality?

Nancy Mahannah
Mammoth Lakes

Editor’s reply: 
Our state has an independent commis-

sion.
That is my idea of maintaining elec-

tion integrity.
If Missouri and Texas and others do 

not have integrity, I would hope their 
citizens would stand up in opposition.

But I am not going to steal because my 
neighbor steals.

Nancy’s reply to that:
They did stand up to no avail. It is 

hard to take the high ground when 
Trump and the Republicans present the 
U.S. with a bottomless pit of low ground. 
The normal routes of making a differ-
ence have been slammed shut, i.e. the 
Constitution has been rendered mean-
ingless.

During his presentation on the 
town’s annual Community 
Indicators Report at the regular 

council meeting Wednesday, Mammoth 
Lakes Community & Economic Devel-
opment Director Nolan Bobroff posed 
a blunt question to the Town Council: 
What’s the point?

The report’s format has remained 
unchanged since its introduction in 
2013, continuing to analyze the same 
set of indicators. As a result, it no longer 
provides meaningful insights into 
whether local policies are succeeding … 
or failing.

“It has become something that staff 
completes annually just to do it, but is 
not used for any decision-making pro-
cesses,” Bobroff wrote in his staff report.

“Really, the reason for the pause is to 
step back and look at the purpose of the 
report, the format, the information in it, 
how the information’s being presented,” 
he explained in the meeting.

The Council adopted the 2024 report, 
but with it, a resolution to scrap the 
2025 edition. Instead, staff will return in 
2027 with a new, more useful system for 
assessing community well-being.

Bobroff admitted he didn’t yet have 
a plan for what that system would look 
like.

“What we do know is that the current 
format does not work,” he said.

Still, the councilmembers empha-
sized the importance of having the 
report in general. Mayor Chris Bubser 
noted that while she would like to see 
more narrative context in the report, she 
values having annual updates on social 
and environmental conditions, par-
ticularly as local challenges grow more 
urgent.

One pressing example is the expected 
cuts to the federal Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program (SNAP). Last 
year’s data showed that roughly half of 
Mammoth’s students qualify for free or 
reduced-price lunch, a sign that many 
families could struggle as safety-net 
programs shrink.

However, as Councilmember Amanda 
Rice, who also serves on the Eastern 
Sierra Community Housing board, 
pointed out, much of the data staff are 
using is outdated anyway.

The student obesity metric, for ex-
ample, hasn’t been updated since the 
2018–19 school year. Housing security, 
meanwhile, is gauged only through 
median home price, an incomplete 
measure of the town’s needs.

Councilmember Bill Sauser summed 
up the conversation well: “I do find it 
useful,” he said of the report. “I don’t 
find it useful enough for the amount of 
staff time it uses.”
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Photo above left shows the SRO crowd listening from the outdoors. 

BUSD 
continued from page 1
conflict, submitted a written statement 
urging the board to uphold their inclu-
sion standards, and Board Clerk Virginia 
Figueroa echoed that stance.

Board President Claudia Moya-Tanner 
withheld her personal views but closed 
the discussion, announcing that the 
resolution would not move forward and 
that the district would handle situations 
involving transgender athletes on a case-
by-case basis.

"I am not an expert, I am not a doctor," 
she said. "I am here as a board member, 
and our job as board members is to fol-
low policy, whether we agree with it or 
not."

Earlier in the evening, before the 
board made its decision, public com-
ment laid bare the community's split.

The first speaker, Amber Smith, sport-
ed a mullet, cheetah-print pants, and a 
sign reading, "Your logic is based on the 
assumption that women are weak." Ap-
plause followed her statement in support 
of transgender athlete inclusion, and 
those holding "someone I love is trans-
gender" signs raised them into the air.

The next speaker, Lynette McIntosh, 
by contrast, approached the podium 
adorned with a Trump lanyard and an 
American flag bedazzled hat. "Raise your 
hand if you're here because of this!" she 
called to the audience, pointing to the 
paper in her hand, which read, "Protect 
the integrity of girls' sports."

About half the crowd's hands shot into 
the air. Whoops and cheers accompa-
nied the motion.

McIntosh ran her two-minute allotted 
speaking time to the very last second, 

and she wasn't done speaking when the 
timer stopped. "Your time was called!" 
people chanted. McIntosh protested, 
her voice rising above the crowd, which 
quickly dissolved into chaos. Moya-Tan-
ner fought to keep the peace: "I call the 
time!" she wailed.

But it was the students' voices that 
drew the loudest reactions. Bishop 
Union High School student-athlete Clare 
Haverstock, for example, turned the is-
sue back on Nicholson.

"Nicholson keeps choosing to focus 
on children's private parts," she began. 
"Over and over again, he comes back to 
the same uncomfortable obsession."

This assertion prompted uncomfort-

able laughter from some and boos from 
others. "Oh God," one woman groaned.

"This isn't about protecting kids. This 
isn't about fairness," She continued. 
"This is about control, and it's about 
fear. [...] As a student who has been on 
multiple teams, transgender students are 
not a threat to our sports or to our school 
community. Shaming them and turn-
ing them to political targets is the real 
threat."

Another student-athlete, Tannyr 
Ludwick, countered that the idea of com-
peting against transgender athletes felt 
unfair and uncomfortable. "Please stand 
with me and our female athletes to help 
protect girls' sports," she concluded.

Cheers swelled, then gave way to 
angry shouting. In the overflow room, 
police broke up scuffles as Moya-Tanner 
pleaded into the microphone: "Act like 
adults," she said, threatening to shut 
down the meeting.

The board's discussion calmed the 
noise but not the tension. A student wept 
as the resolution faltered, her mother 
soothing her with a hand on the back. 
Across the room, friends bent together in 
low whispers.

Once the agenda item concluded, 
people spilled onto the street, huddling 
under the glow of streetlights; some were 
relieved, while others still seethed
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September 19-21, 2025

CLOSURE & SHUTTLE MAP

 ROAD CLOSURES
 Saturday, September 20
6:00am-8:30am  Road Closed  
Canyon Blvd: Hillside  Lake Mary

7:20am-8:30am  Road Closed  
Lake Mary Rd: Canyon  Kelley

 Sunday, September 21
6:00am-11:00am  Road Closed  
Canyon Blvd: Hillside  Lake Mary

9:30am-10:30am  Road Closed  
Lake Mary Rd: Canyon  Kelley

 EVENT SHUTTLES
Free event shuttle schedules:  
mammothtrailfest.com/town

RACER SHUTTLE  –  PURPLE

RACER SHUTTLE  –  GREEN

SPECTATOR SHUTTLE

EVENING EVENT SHUTTLE

Please visit estransit.com  
for all regular service bus 
routes and schedules

sure. 
The letter said demolition of the 

building was the goal, not rehab and 
reuse. That riled up a unique coalition 
urging the city to “Save The A -rame.” 
They even had merch – t-shirts and 
stickers. 

Old-time Bishop residents made the 
A-Frame a symbol of the city’s sim-
pler past which is slowly fading from 
memory. Tearning down a “landmark” 
that had been in the same spot for 55 
years was erasing history. That volun-
teers and the Lions Club had built the 
additions added to the nostalgia for the 
“can-do past.”

Another cluster of critics berated the 
council for not “supporting” the Cham-
ber. The building issue was a signal 
the city didn’t understand or value the 
importance of the Chamber’s mission. 
A tourist economy needs a Chamber 
and marketing, “duh,” they informed 
the council. 

The Free Eastside folks also joined the 
fray, stating the council was not listen-
ing to what the public wanted. That 
would be an updated, usable A-Frame. 

The council expressed its love for the 
A-Frame, even after about three-fourths 
of the building was red tagged as unsafe. 
The love between the city and Chamber 
was evidenced by the city’s decades 
of support from free rent and utilities 
to cash for marketing. But the council 
also noted there are big expenses ahead 
such as a new sewer plant, water and 
sewer upgrades, and new equipment for 
the fire and police departments. 

That might be the cold reality, but 
the A-Frame debate is a battle of hot 
emotions and perceptions. The council 
missed the vibe. 

With the Chamber set to move in a 
couple months, the council will have to 
juggle some thorny issues. All of them 
will be costly, one way or the other, and 
all will likely be blasted by A-Frame 
fans. 

Will it tear down the A-Frame and 
leave a pile of dirt at the entrance to City 
Park? Will it board up the A-Frame and 
be blamed for adding another vacant 
storefront to Main Street? Will it fix it up 
enough to allow some portion of it to be 
used? Start a GoFund Me campaign?  

Meanwhile, the Chamber and Thom-
son walked away from the whole affair 
smelling like roses. 

The debate has elevated public aware-
ness and opinion of the Chamber. The 
Chamber is perceived as the victim 
of the bureaucratic, red tape-loving 
council. Unsaid but implied are the 
lovingly remembered “good old days” 
when the council would have winked at 
such trifles and left the building and the 
Chamber alone. 

Since I’m as much of a drama queen 

as the next guy, I want to see the 
Chamber and Thomson exercise some 
leverage. Can we have more time in the 
A-Frame before the move? Sure. How 
about councilmembers loading boxes 
of brochures and souvenirs into trucks? 
You bet, great photo op. What about 
fast-tracking building permits and cut-
ting “red tape” to get the new space in 
shape? Not a problem, we are partners, 
like the Chamber newsletter says. Any 
parking issues? Oh, heavens no. Hey, 
thirty grand would sure help with the 
move and transition, how about it? Um, 
mutter, head bobbing, well … .

The squirming would be fun to watch. 

Jon Klusmire of Bishop is expecting a 
group hug at the ribbon cutting.
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ULTIMATELY, POLITICS ARE LOCAL
By Libre

The 11th annual Mammoth Open is 
back. Play 36 holes over 2 days at 
both scenic courses in First Flight, 
Ladies, and Championship 
divisions. Entry is $200, which 
includes lunch and range balls. 
Closest to the pin prizes and 
optional skins on both days. Hole 
in one shoot out following play on 
Saturday. Prizes to 1st, 2nd, and 
3rd places.

SEPT 26 & 27

AT SIERRA STAR 
& SNOWCREEK
GOLF COURSES 760.924.GOLF • SIERRASTARGOLF.COM

VISIT THE PRO SHOP OR CALL TO REGISTER

 TownofMammothLakes.ca.gov         Town of Mammoth Lakes

For more information about TBID, please visit: 
www.visitmammoth.com/community/tbid

Did you know that the TBID (Tourism 
Business Improvement District) generates 
funding that pays for community services and 
amenities in the Town of Mammoth Lakes?
••  TBID is an assessment of gross revenue collected from tourism-related 

businesses in Mammoth Lakes.

••  Mammoth Lakes Tourism (MLT) is contracted by the Town and uses TBID 
funds to benefit the businesses that pay TBID by attracting and educating 
visitors to Mammoth Lakes, especially in off-peak seasons and with 
stewardship messaging that emphasizes respect for our environment  
and community.

••  TBID funds are managed by Mammoth Lakes Tourism with oversight from 
the 9-member Mammoth Lakes Tourism Board of Directors who represent 
all TBID-remitting sectors.

••  Revenues have increased in the lodging, restaurant, and retail sectors 
since the TBID was implemented in 2013. These revenues create 
opportunities for the Town to invest in services and amenities that benefit 
residents and visitors.

••  TBID helps Mammoth Lakes compete with other  
vacation destinations. More than 114 TBIDs have  
been formed in California.

DID YOU
KNOW?

OP/ED

Last week, Lunch polled his news-
room about Prop. 50, which would 
redistrict California in an attempt 

to counteract the redistricting done in 
Texas. I told him I support it. Then, on 
Friday, President Trump urged Missouri 
lawmakers to redistrict their map, too. 

“I was taught that two wrongs don’t 
make a right,” Lunch said last week. 
While I respect my boss, I believe this 
isn’t a decent justification against Prop. 
50. Prop. 50 is dangerous. So is redis-
tricting in Texas. So is redistricting in 
Missouri. Gerrymandering silences the 
people. But on the other hand, Prop. 50 
is a morally necessary response to this 
political crisis.

I am not a political analyst. I did not 
study Government in college. I am just a 
23-year-old girl with time on her hands 
and a deep love for podcasts.

In the aftermath of Charlie Kirk’s 
shooting last week, I took to my phone. It 
felt like everyone I followed on Insta-
gram had something different to say. 
Some of my leftist friends posted Kirk’s 
infamous quote “I think it’s worth it to 
have a cost of, unfortunately, some gun 
deaths every single year so that we can 
have the Second Amendment to protect 
our other God-given rights,” beside a 
message that conveyed Kirk’s murder 
was somehow justified because of his 
stance on gun control. 

Others, like my conservative high 
school classmates, reposted Erika Kirk’s 

farewell address to her husband. They 
lingered on a photograph of her draped 
over his casket, her waist-long blonde 
hair at the center of the image. Her hair 
is a symbol of what she stands for. Her 
caption read “The sound of this widow 
weeping echoes throughout this world 
like a battle cry … they have no idea what 
they just ignited within this wife. If they 
thought my husband’s mission was big 
now ... you have no idea. You. All of you. 
Will never. Ever. Forget my husband @
charliekirk1776 I’ll make sure of it.”

I don’t condone Charlie Kirk’s politics. 
Frankly, I am disgusted by his perspec-
tive on gender issues, Islam, race, cli-
mate change, and antisemitism. It upsets 
me to think of Kirk traveling from college 
campus to college campus evangelizing 
for the MAGA movement. 

But Charlie Kirk also made being a 
Republican cool. He co-founded Turning 
Point USA in 2012 when he was 18. In 
retaliation to Obama’s swagger, and Mitt 
Romney’s landslide loss, Kirk used his 
platform to mobilize thousands of young 
people to vote for Trump. According to 
Fox News, Turning Point USA now has 
900 official college chapters and 1,200 
high school chapters. In the last week, 
over 54,000 students have signed up for 
TPUSA. Kirk single-handedly created a 
MAGA youth coalition. He mattered to 
young people. 

Violence begets violence. I urge you to 
not celebrate Kirk’s death, just as much 

as I urge you to not make him a martyr. 
Kirk’s assination perpetuates our na-
tional crisis, as did the near-miss against 
Trump last July, Nancy Pelosi’s failed 
kidnapping (when her would-be cap-
tor found she wasn’t home, he cracked 
her husband’s skull with a hammer) last 
October, and the June murder of former 
Minnesota House Speaker Melissa Hort-
man and her husband. Each of these 
harmful acts desensitize us. Politically 
motivated violence on this scale is not 
normal.

The Trump administration is cur-
rently pointing fingers at “the radical 
left,” arguing they are much more prone 
to violence than the right. The President 
has made it clear that he will go after ev-
eryone responsible for the death of Char-
lie Kirk. He gloats over silencing “liberal 
media,” and lords his tremendous, albeit 
oftentimes illegal, power over those who 
oppose him. 

“The radical left has done tremendous 
damage to the country,” Trump said on 
Tuesday morning. “But we’re fixing it.” 

How did we get here? Blame the 2016 
election, or the pandemic, or Biden’s 
refusal to step down. Ezra Klein’s most 
recent episode, in which he has a con-
versation with Ben Shapiro, argues the 
2012 election, which no one seems to 
care about, is actually to blame.

In a different Klein episode (I’ve been 
nursing a bit of an unrequited auditory 
crush), titled “MAHA Is a Bad Answer to 

a Good Question,” he argues polarization 
is not the breadth between left and right 
but instead the organization of issues. 

Prior to the pandemic, RFK Jr. was a 
Democrat and anti-vax ideology was re-
ally only associated with hippie-earthy-
granola moms. Cut to Trumpism in the 
Covid-19 era, and suddenly, this issue is 
looped with conservatism. On the other-
side, look at Queers for Palestine. Queer 
Americans wouldn’t necessarily thrive 
in a liberated Palestine, rather, these are 
two groups who face oppression.

If my six weeks in Mammoth Lakes 
have taught me anything, it’s the impor-
tance of local government. The Eastern 
Sierra is a region where the people are 
politically engaged. They show up to 
town council, they lobby for their rights, 
they read the local paper. I think this is 
how we break out of our contemporary 
polarized nightmare. Social-media echo 
chambers are not real life. Let’s refo-
cus our political energy away from the 
dumpster-fire in the White House and 
the anger it ignites. Instead, I urge you 
to turn to your local community. Look at 
the town council’s agenda. Is there any-
thing that pisses you off? Go tell them. 
Participate in local non-profits, volun-
teer for IMACA. Connect with the people 
who you feel oppose you. 

What I can say is I really, truly believe 
that the solution to our national crisis is 
the insertion of local care.
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“Are you scared of AI?” my boyfriend 
asked me this week. His mother, a 
philosophy professor, has been bat-

tling it in her classroom, so the question 
was on his mind.

It’s been on my mind, too. No phrase 
clutters my news so incessantly, no 
technology stirs such controversy in my 
daily life. Still, I buffered before answer-
ing.

Sometimes I do feel scared, espe-
cially after hearing his mom talk about 
how pervasive AI has become in her 
classroom. For one thing, grading has 
become trickier – with AI potentially 
undermining the integrity of take-home 
essays, she has shifted towards presen-
tations, oral exams, and timed essays.

However, on a broader scale, she sees 
digitalization and AI dependency in 
education taking a toll on the impor-
tance of critical thinking in students.

As Ashanty Rosario, a high school 
student in Queens, recently wrote in The 
Atlantic, students are using AI to cheat 
on assignments, and as a result, they no 
longer feel the importance of their work.

“AI has softened the consequences of 
procrastination and led many students 
to avoid doing any work at all,” Rosario 
wrote. “We are struggling to receive the 
lessons of discipline that used to come 
from having to complete complicated 
work on a tight deadline, because chat-
bots promise to complete our tasks in 
seconds.”

Now that students can effectively 
complete tasks in seconds, they lose the 
mental exercise required to progress 
their literacy skills. They become more 
focused on gaming the educational sys-
tem for a good grade than on stretching 
their cognitive capacities.

“The University’s purpose is to 
cultivate your capacity to think and to 
be a deeper, richer human so that you 
can have skills and navigate any job,” 
my boyfriend’s mom explained. “If you 
can’t think creatively or constructively 
or trust yourself, you won’t be able to do 
that.”

This fear extends beyond the class-
room. We live in a world that increas-
ingly devalues thought. Music is now 
cheap or free thanks to streaming; uni-
versities are cutting humanities majors 
that don’t promise measurable out-
comes; smartphones and automation 
have upended careers in journalism, 
documentary filmmaking, and photog-
raphy. AI threatens to accelerate this 
trend. Why pay a professor, an artist, a 
musician—oh, god, a writer—when a 
machine can mimic their work?

*Editor chuckles. Yes, why exactly? 
Well, here’s where the hope comes in. 

I can’t, in good faith, believe AI isn’t a 
solid replacement.

Those jobs demand questioning 
the very systems on which AI is built: 
corporations and governance. A chatbot 
can only remix what already exists. It 
can’t catch liars or challenge a source 
mid-conversation. It can’t catch lulls in 
the classroom or bond with students. It 
can’t read the room’s temperature.

The rise of AI forces those in the hu-
manities to dig deeper into their chosen 
professions. And so, I believe, it can’t be 
long before the technology fails.

In college, I had classes that em-
ployed the “flipped classroom” modal-
ity, in which students taught themselves 
material using an online program and 
then spent class time on assignments. It 
was easier to get a good grade in them, 
sure, but they were dull as dishwater, 
and I, now, post-graduation, can’t re-
member anything from them.

I asked my sister, a computer scien-
tist, for her thoughts. Her response: 
“Realistically, the best applications of AI 
are the least exciting.”

She believes we’re in a boom-and-
bust cycle of AI, where it’s being applied 
to every single program, job, and indus-
try. But over time, it won’t last. At least 

not where we think it will.
AI will continue to thrive in boring, 

low-stakes corners of industry. Potato 
chip factories, for example. AI can sort 
good chips from bad ones faster than 
humans can, and that efficiency might 
stick.

Or, in my world, transcriptions. 
Reporters used to lose countless hours 
transcribing audio. Now a machine does 
it, and it’s easy to fact-check by listening 
back.

But I wouldn’t dare use AI creatively. 
Ironically, discerning between practi-
cal and catastrophic uses of AI requires 
exactly what it threatens to weaken: 
critical thought.

Patrick Lin, a philosophy profes-
sor at Cal Poly, argues that banning AI 
outright in classrooms is the “path of 
least resistance,” not because it’s easy, 
but because instructors lack resources 
to redesign courses. He hopes students 
will understand and grasp the rationale 
themselves, carrying it as a valuable les-
son for life.

Ultimately, it’s up to students, edu-
cators, and creators to decide how to 
engage with AI responsibly, and why 
they pursue knowledge or art in the first 
place. It cannot replace what makes us 
human: the capacity to think, question, 
and create. We must keep that alive

ARE YOU SCARED OF AI?
By Fisher

OP/ED
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calendar of events
BARS & MUSIC
Happy Hour/
The Liberty Sports Bar and Grill 
Pursuit of Happiness Hour Daily 3-6 
p.m. Live Music. Best viewing spot in 
town for live sports, other than across 
the parking lot @ Main Street Pizza 
and Tap. More Liberty info, see ad p. 2
Outlaw Saloon Happy Hour Monday 
through Friday from 4-6 p.m. More info: 
See ad p. 4. And remember to catch all 
the NFL games right here!
The Mogul happy hour 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
in the bar. Food and drink specials. 
Main Street Pizza - See ad this page for 
details. 
Distant Brewing happy hour Monday-
Thursday from 3-5pm. $1/off beer/
wine/cider/seltzer/kombucha

September 19-21/
Millpond Music Festival. Features 
Roy Rogers & the Delta Rhythm Kings 
Friday, The Motet Saturday and Damn 
Tall Buildings Sunday. Tix/info: inyo.
org.

September 19-20/
Cold Without Pants plays Liberty Bar. 
Music starts at 9:30 p.m. both nights.

Thursday, September 25/ 
The Bodie 601 Trio plays Distant 
Brewing from 7-9 p.m.

Saturday, September 27/
June Lake Autumn Beer Festival 
featuring live music by Lost Cement 
Mine, Felt Cut Outs, and The 
Resinators. Time: 12 -5 p.m. Location: 
Gull Lake Park. $$$. Tix and info: 
humanitix.com. 

TOWN STUFF

UPCOMING

m a m m o t h

GEAR
EXCHANGE

106 S. Main St., Bishop (760) 873-4300
September 30 - October 4/
Paint Mono County First Annual Plein 
Air Competition begins Tuesday 6 
p.m. @ Mono Arts Council Community 
Center. All artists welcome. Prize 
money for winner. $$$. Info and 
registration - see ad p. 4

October 4-5/ 
Spartan Super World Championships 
@ Mammoth Mountain. 10k race 
with obstacles. Info and registration: 
spartan.com. 

TOWN STUFF

SIERRA 
ELECTRIC

760-920-3547
LIC#  923994

Sean Flavin, Owner

TOWN STUFF
Friday, September 19-21/
Mammoth Trailfest race and event 
series. 10k and Dragon’s Back ascent 
races Friday; 50k Saturday. Festival 
info/schedule: mammothtrailfest.com. 

Friday, September 19/
Meet the Limelight Hotel team @ 
the Limelight Gallery in the Village at 
Mammoth. Time: 3-7 p.m. 
MHS Football plays Virginia City at 
home. Kickoff at 6 p.m.

Saturday, September 20/
Mammoth Health & Wellness Fair @ 
Outbound Mammoth from 9 a.m. until 
4 p.m.
Great Sierra River Clean Up @ 
Artesian Well in Bishop from 9 
a.m. until 12 p.m. RSVP and info: 
friendsoftheinyo.org
Birds of the Eastern Sierra Campfire 
Talk. Time: 6:30 p.m. Location: Oh! 
Ridge Campground in June Lake. Info: 
sierraforever.org.

Monday, September 22/ 
Bishop City Council meets at 6:00 p.m. 
Location: 301 West Line Street. 
The reconstituted Tri-County Fair 
Board meets. Time: 5:30 p.m. Location: 
Tallman Bldg. 

September 22-24/
Celebrate the Jewish High Holidays 
(Rosh Hashanah) in Mammoth. Info: 
See ad p. 15.

Tuesday, September 23/ 
Inyo County Board of Supervisors 
meets 8:30 a.m. Location: 224 N. 
Edwards St, Independence. 
Bike Rodeo @ Shady Rest Park. Hot 

Tuesday, September 23 (cont.)/
Dog Roast, Short Course Pedal Bike 
Races, and more. Time: 12:30-4 p.m. 
More info: See ad p. 5
BUHS Girls Volleyball hosts 
Rosamond. Time: 5 p.m. 
Bishop Planning Commission meets 6 
p.m. @ 301 West Line Street. 
Special Mammoth Lakes Planning 
and Economic Development 
Commission meeting. Time: 2 p.m. 
Topic: Site visit @ 54 Mono Street. 

Thursday, September 25/ 
Community Coffee with Mammoth 
Lakes Tourism and Chamber of 
Commerce on Zoom. Time: 8:30-9:30 
a.m. Info/link: mammothlakeschamber.
org.
Trashy Thursdays Grand Finale Party 
@ M.L. Library. Time: 5-6 p.m.
Mammoth Lakes Rotary Oktoberfest 
Celebration @ Toomey’s. Time: 
5:30-8:30 p.m. Ticket includes buffet 
dinner, Oktoberfest games, and 
access to silent auction. $$$. Tix: 
mammothlakesrotaryclub.com

September 26-28/
Oktuberfest at Woolly’s Adventure 
Summit from 12-6 p.m. all three days. 
Face painting, pumpkin decorating, and 
live music. 
Annual Pow Wow and California 
Native American Day Celebration on 
the Bishop Paiute Reservation. 

September 26-30/
The Mammoth 208 mile footrace begins 
Friday 8:00 a.m.

Friday, September 26/
All About Bears Campfire Talk. Time: 
6:30 p.m. Location: Twin Lakes 
campground in Mammoth. Info: 
sierraforever.org.
MHS Football hosts Lone Pine. Time: 
7 p.m. 

Saturday. September 27/
Fire Ring Restoration along Mammoth 
Scenic Loop from 8 a.m. until 12 p.m. 
Location: Inyo Craters Parking Lot. Info: 
friendsoftheinyo.org.
Ridge Rambler Half Marathon in 
Bridgeport. Starts 8 a.m. 

Sunday, September 28/
NICA league race series takes off from 
Mammoth Mountain Main Lodge. 
Cyclists start at 8:00 a.m.



               NO CLASS-IFIEDS 

Elevate Your Career At Mammoth Hos-
pital! We have an immediate need for the 
following positions:

· Radiologic Technologist II – Starting 
wage $44.42 to $53.84 based on qualifica-
tions. $5,000 Retention Bonus.

· Physical Therapist – Starting wage 
$48.72 to $59.05 based on qualifications. 
$5,000 Retention Bonus

· Hospital Social Worker – Starting wage 
$43.69 to $52.96 based on qualifications. 

· Dental Assistant – Registered - Starting 
$25.49 to $30.90 based on qualifications. 

Admin. Asst. to the CEO. $34.15 - $48.64 
Hourly. FT. 

To view more positions and apply, pls.
visit www.mammothhospital.org/jobs

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Reservations Desk Clerk immediate 
opening at the Double Eagle Resort and 
Spa in June Lake CA (20 min from mam-
moth).  Must have excellent customer ser-
vice and computer skills.  Full or part time, 
health benefits, fitness membership and 
PTO.  Great place to work! Email Lodging@
doubleeagle.com 

Creekside Spa and Fitness Desk at the 
Double Eagle Resort and Spa, immedi-
ate opening for enthusiast team member.  
Help in creating a wonderful experience 
for our spa and fitness center guests. Cus-
tomer service, computer, cleaning, food 
service.  Full or part time, health benefits, 
fitness membership and PTO.  Great place 
to work!  Email Lodging@doubleeagle.com

Restaurant Server for Eagles Landing 
Restaurant at the popular Double Eagle 
Resort and Spa in June Lake CA.  Experi-
ence in restaurant service, computers and 
working as team member are essential.  

Help Wanted

Sweetwater Plumbing Inc. FT position 
for Journeyman Plumber and/or Appren-
tice Plumber. Full Benefits. Job is located 
in Mammoth Lakes. Contact 760-914-1266 
info@sweetwaterplumbing.com
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Help Wanted
Full and part time available, health ben-
efits, fitness membership and PTO.  Great 
place to work. Email Lodging@doubleea-
gle.com

Restaurant bartender for Eagle’s Land-
ing Restaurant at the popular Double 
Eagle Resort and Spa. Experience in restau-
rant bartending, computers and working 
as a team member are essential. FT and 
PT work available. Health benefits, fitness 
membership, PTO. Great place to work. 
Email Lodging@doubleeagle.com

Cooks and Prep Cooks jobs available at 
the famous Eagles Landing Restaurant in 
June Lake.  We offer health benefits, fitness 
membership and PTO. A great place to 
work! Email lodging@doubleeagle.com

Commercial spaces for rent:
-Offices of 549 sq. feet, 224 sq. feet and 

92.25 sq. feet available. 
Building features incl. 24/7 access, park-

ing, kitchen, bathrooms, common area 
conference room, wifi and heat. 

Call 818.307.3698 or 970.837.6720

For Rent

PERSONALS

Papich Construction is HIRING! Seeking 
experienced Heavy Equipment Operators 
and Construction Laborers. Please visit 
www.papichco.com for more info or email 
resume to HR@papichconstruction.com.

Tioga Green Dispensary is hiring an 
asst. manager and budtenders. Please email 
tiogagreen@gmail.com with resume/refer-
ences. 

MAMMOTH COMMUNITY WATER DIS-
TRICT’S Personnel Services Department 
is currently recruiting for one permanent 
Human Resources Manager position. FOR 
APPLICATION INFORMATION/TO APPLY: 
Please see the District website https://
mcwd.dst.ca.us/employment/.

Mono County Office of Ed.
has the following positions available:

Custodian Maintenance Worker - FT
Salary: Classified Range 48: $24.27-$31.03
Filing Deadline: Until Filled

Early Learning Aide - FT
Salary: Classified Range 37: $18.05-$23.17
Filing Deadline: Until Filled. 

Early Learning and Care Director - FT
Salary: $73,695-$103,965
Filing Deadline: Until Filled.

Early Learning Associate Teacher (Infant 
Qualified) - FT
Salary: Classified Range 46 $22.63-$28.92
Filing Deadline: Until Filled.

Early Learning Associate Teacher - FT
Salary: Classified Range 46 $22.63-$28.92
Filing Deadline: Until Filled.

For more details and application log onto 
edjoin.org. 

Mono County Office of Education 
Attn. Monica Hernandez, Human Resources
PO Box 477, Bridgeport, CA 93517-0477
760.932.7311

Shilo Inn is accepting applications for FT 
housekeepers, FT maintenance worker and 
Front desk/night auditor. Immediate Front 
Desk opportunity starting at $18/hour. 
Please call Human Resources (Sarina Quin-
tero) at 925.813.2331 or email your resume 
to squintero@marquishotelsgroup.com. 

SUPERIOR  COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA

COUNTY OF MONO

The Superior Court of California for 
Mono County i n v i t e s a pp l i c a t i o n 

s f o r t h e p o s i t i o n of

Information Technology Technician 

I or II

This is a part-time, non-exempt, non-
represented position

Hourly Salary:
$23.16-$35.99

A job description and application 
instructions may be obtained on 
the court’s website, https://www.
mono.courts.ca.gov/ge neralinfo/
employment.htm, or contact the court 
at 
(760)923-2321

hr@mono.courts.ca.gov

Closing Date: Open until filled

EOE/AAE/ADAE

Hiring motivated candidates, experience 
preferred but not essential, job training 
will be provided. Must have a valid drivers 
license. Great pay and perks. Full time, year-
round, Mon-Fri schedule. To apply, please 
contact Tarek at 760-914-9184. 

LT lease available for stylishly designed, 
move-in ready Bigwood Townhome. 1+ 
loft/2 BA/1-car garage. $3,000/mo. Sunny 
corner location, furnished, lots of storage, 
woodburning stove, prvt. entrance, near 
common area pool, spa, on-site laundry and 
shuttle. No pets per HOA. Call Tammy @ 
760.937.7300. 

Country Glass seeks carpenters for win-
dow and door installation. FT & year round 
for the right applicant. Excellent pay DOE, 
with benefits/vacation. Will train the right 
hire with no experience. Must be solid, trust-
worthy and have a drivers license. 760-934-
3587 or email your application to: Taylor@
country-glass.com

Part-time Positions Working for a Spe-
cial Needs Parent Center.

H.E.A.R.T.S. Connection Family Empow-
erment Center is hiring a Family Resource 
Specialist - 1 part-time position (25hrs/
wk) based from home within Mono county. 
$20.00/hr. Email susan_graham@heartsfrc.
org for application and job announcement.

We are seeking a motivated and detail-
oriented Reservationist to join our growing 
vacation rental management company in 
Mammoth Lakes.

As a Reservationist you’ll be responsible 
for handling guest inquiries and bookings, 
offering local area advice, providing phone 
support, and responding to emails/digital 
messages. You will also support our Execu-
tive Team and assist with administrative 
tasks.

Applicants should be reliable self-starters, 
work well under pressure, and be flexible in 
changing roles/jumping in where needed. 
1-2 years experience in reservations/guest 
services/front desk and a strong comfort 
level with modern tech required. Experience 
using StreamlineVRS or similar is preferred. 
Weekend and on-call availability is required. 
Clean driving record is required

PT and FT applicants encouraged to 
apply; wage shall be commensurate with 
experience. Benefits include (once eligibility 
requirements are met) health club member-
ships, health plan, and 401k. If you’re ready 
to join our team and help us deliver out-
standing service to our owners and guests, 
please fill out our online job application 
today at www.fivestarlodging.com”

Restaurant Skadi seeks a professional 
server and a dinner cook.

Please email info.skadi@gmail.com or 
text 760.914.0962. 

Surefoot Mammoth is hiring bootfitters 
for the upcoming winter season. We are 
looking for enthusiastic skiers who want to 
work hard and play hard. No experience 
necessary, we provide paid training. This is a 
great opportunity to learn a valuable skill in 
the ski industry. Season pass and custom ski 
boots provided with employment. Contact 
Todd at Mammoth@Surefoot.com.

I saw you ... are confused and I don’t blame 
you. First, they told you you “threw like a girl” 
and now they won’t let you play on the girls’ 
team. Bummer. 
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Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Entity 
Is Doing Business As:

Mammoth Made

Drake Design Company LLC
P.O. Box 8333
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

This business is conducted by a limited 
liability company. The registrant began 
to transact business under the fictitious 
business name listed herein during March, 
2013. This statement was filed with the 
Mono County Clerk on August 19, 2025    
File Number 2025-0123
TS #2025-0113 (9/13, 9/20, 9/27, 10/4)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Entity 
Is Doing Business As:

Mammoth Lakes Creative

Drake Design Company LLC
P.O. Box 8333
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

This business is conducted by a limited 
liability company. The registrant began 
to transact business under the fictitious 
business name listed herein during March, 
2013. This statement was filed with the 
Mono County Clerk on August 19, 2025    
File Number 2025-0123
TS #2025-0112 (9/13, 9/20, 9/27, 10/4)

Mammoth Five Star Lodging is seeking 
a skilled and reliable Maintenance Quality 
Controller to join our dynamic team!

As a QC team member, your primary 
responsibility will be to perform Quality 
Control (QC) checks of residential homes to 
grade the quality and completeness of the 
cleaning by our housekeepers. Additionally, 
you may perform detailed maintenance 
inspections after guests have checked out.

We’re looking for team players who pos-
sess strong attention to detail, problem-solv-
ing abilities, and familiarity with consumer 
electronic systems, including audio/video/
home theater, iOS mobile devices, and wifi/
Internet troubleshooting skills. Maintenance 
and repair experience is a strong plus, but 
not required. A current driver’s license and 
clean driving record required. Weekend and 
on-call availability is required.

FT/PT applicants all encouraged to apply; 
pay shall be commensurate with experience.

If you’re ready to join our team and help 
us deliver outstanding service to our owners 
and guests, please fill out our online job ap-
plication today at www.fivestarlodging.com

Help Wanted

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Entity 
Is Doing Business As:

Vancy Art

Maximiliano Alejandro Viltre
1934 Meridian Blvd.
P.O. Box 100, PMB 433
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

This business is conducted by an indi-
vidual. The registrant began to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
listed herein starting May 15, 2025. This 
statement was filed with the Mono County 
Clerk on Sept. 9, 2025    
File Number 2025-0134
TS #2025-0115 (9/20, 9/27, 10/4, 10/11)

And from LIbre’s desk ... 
Last week, I wrote an article about the 

effects of federal budget cuts on Inyo 
Mono Advocates for Community Action 
(IMACA). Kelly Barceloux, the nonprof-
it’s director, informed me that I didn’t 
get much right.  

“The agency is financially stable 
and is on track to continue as such,” 
Barceloux texted. “We have a board of 
directors that meet quarterly to oversee 
our financials and there is no indication 
of struggle, there hasn’t been for the last 
three years.” 

She noted clients are served via grant 
funding, and a loss in supplemental 
grant funding will not fundamentally 
impact how many clients are served. 
IMACA also has not spent the current 
year’s funding, as I previously wrote. In-
stead, it is “scheduled to spend accord-
ing to budget, aligned with each grant 
requirement date.”

“Imaca is able to adapt and is still 
meeting the needs of Inyo and Mono 
communities,” Barceloux said. 

“We heavily rely on [Northern Nevada 
Food Bank] in support of the [state bill] 
from the local grocers to give out food 
that hasn’t sold or almost expired,”  
Barceloux emphasized. “It is a col-
laborative effort from state grants to 
Northern Nevada Food Bank and to the 
local grocery stores to get food back out 
to our community.” 

I also wrote that the Charleston View 
distribution site closed in July. This was 
wrong; it closed in May. 

A brief presser from the MLPD re-
garding suspicious fires. 

Over the last couple of weeks, there 
have been multiple suspicious fires 
in the Mammoth Lakes area, both on 
the Inyo National Forest and within 
the Town of Mammoth Lakes. A multi-
agency task force, consisting of inves-
tigators from the USDA Forest Service, 
Law Enforcement and Investigations, 
and the Town of Mammoth Lakes Police 
Department, are actively investigating 
these fires. 

Although recent rains have helped 
to increase moisture in the Forest, the 
area remains abnormally dry, and it 
is important to keep all unauthorized 
fires off of the landscape. As a reminder, 
the Inyo National Forest is currently in 
Stage 1 Fire Restrictions, which prohibit 
wood and charcoal fires outside of For-
est Service-provided rings and stoves in 
developed recreation sites. Complete 
information and current restrictions 
can be found on the Inyo National 
Forest webpage. The public is asked to 
be vigilant and immediately report all 
emergencies to 911.



Sualez with the solo tackle 

Press Release

SPORTS
BRONCOS ROLL 53-0
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3228 MAIN STREET

For more information, to subscribe 
to job alerts, and to apply:

JOB OPENINGS

FULL-TIME*

*Full-time total compensation includes 
competitive benefits package.

Police Officer – Lateral
$89,889 – $109,261 annually 

Police Officer – Recruit
(Coming Soon)

$30.43 hourly
Parks Maintenance Worker I

$51,063 – $71,850 annually

PART-TIME | TEMPORARY | 
SEASONAL POSITIONS

Parks & Recreation Seasonal Positions
LA Kings Ice at Mammoth Lakes | 
Winter Adult Leagues

$19.06 – $30.90 hourly
Outdoor Recreation Host

$20.01 – 23.16 hourly
Temporary Snow Removal Operator

$29.36 – $33.99 hourly

BASE SALARY OR WAGE RANGES 
SHOWN IN COMPLIANCE W/ CA LAW

(760) 965-3604
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov

The Bishop Broncos football team 
evened its record at 2-2 and kept 
the rivalry trophy with a 53-0 

win over Burroughs High School of 
Ridgecrest on Friday, Sept. 12. 

The defense pitched its first shutout of 
the season, forcing 6 turnovers. 

The offense capitalized on the take-
aways to put up 53 points. 

Defensively Elliott Douda, Carlos Su-
alez and freshman Dom Barlow all had 
interceptions. Dom Dondero, Jaidyn 
McKellips, and Knox Moffett all recov-
ered fumbles. 

Quarterback Emory Dondero had a 
big night, completing 13 of 18 passes for 
206 yards and three touchdowns. Levi 
Derr, Carlos Sualez, and Dom Dondero 
were on the receiving end of those 
throws. 

Running backs Elliott Douda and 
Hunter Dailey had big nights. Dai-
ley rushed for 110 yards and a pair of 
touchdowns on just 6 attempts while 
Douda gained 72 yards and a touch-
down on just 4 attempts. 

Players of the game. 
Overall - Carlos Sualez, Senior line-

backer and receiver He led the defense 
with 7 solo tackles, 2 Tackles for a loss 
and an interception. The senior also 
caught a team high 5 passes for 92 yards 
including a touchdown. 

Offensive - Emory Dondero, Senior 
quarterback. In addition to the afore-
mentioned passing fireworks, he also 
rushed for a score. 

Defensive - Dom Dondero, Junior 
linebacker had 3 solo tackles, a tackle 
for a loss and recovered a fumble. Dom 
also had a pair of quarterback hurries. 

Special Teams - Elliott Douda. The 
Senior punt returner rolled up 57 return 
yards on two returns and also had a 
big night on both offense and defense. 
Douda turned just 4 rushes into 72 
yards and a touchdown while making 2 
solo tackles on defense and picking off 
a pass. 

Next up for the Broncos is a trip to 
Fresno this Friday to play Fresno Cen-
tral.

Dondero started the Bronco scoring barrage with this TD catch. 
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THE LAST-MINUTE BLUES
By Libre

BEER STEIN HOIST • PUMPKIN PATCH • WOOLLY’S DANCE PARTY & MORE

WOOLLY’S ADVENTURE SUMMIT

september
26–28

Rides,
Activities,
& Live Music

october

3–5&
12 to 6PM

If you felt this summer was slow, 
you’re not alone. On Wednesday 
afternoon, the Mammoth Lakes 

Tourism Board (MLT) met to discuss 
economic outcomes from this season. 
Many of the board members com-
mented on how people were still visit-
ing Mammoth, but they were spending 
significantly less money than usual. 

“It feels very strange,” Cristi Quesa-

da-Costa, at-large representative and 
owner of Dos Alas CubaRican café, 
said. Her customers will frequently 
split items when they previously would 
order for just themselves. 

Eric Clark, President of Mammoth 
Resorts and MLT board member, 
echoed Quesada-Costa’s sentiments. 
Mammoth Mountain is feeling simi-
lar effects, he said. “Everything is last 

minute booking. And then people are 
booking lodging, but not the coaster 
or a massage or going out to dinner so 
much.” 

Business has been impacted this 
summer due to this lack in discretion-
ary spending. Instead, tourists are opt-
ing for cheaper options, such as hiking 
or fly fishing. 

John Urdi, President and CEO of 
MLT, pointed to a few of the summer’s 
most successful events. Margarita Fest 
in August was “probably the busi-
est I’ve ever seen the Village for any 
event,” he claimed. Labor Day week-
end was also hailed as an economic 
win for the town, as was the Gran 
Fondo bike race.

“I think we are pleasantly surprised 
at where we are,” Urdi said. “But we 
really need to make sure we have a full 
forward press going in the fall.”

The town is still ahead of budget for 
projected Tourism Business Improve-
ment District (TBID) revenue. This 
is because Urdi “did some very bad 
budgeting,” he admitted. Basically, 
MMSA’s TBID rate had gone up a half-
point in the renewal process and Urdi 
had forgotten to account for it - thus a 
small windfall to offset softer business. 
Luckily, “it was a happy mistake.”

Urdi discussed Mammoth’s interna-
tional tourist base. The town has yet to 
feel the impact of Canadian tariffs and 
the loss in Canadian tourists, but he 
predicted the town will soon experi-
ence this. He was surprised by “how 

many Indian folks were in Roberto’s 
the other day.” Quesada-Costa stated 
she has seen many French customers 
in her restaurant this summer, includ-
ing those who “don’t speak English.” 
Thankfully, one of her waiters speaks 
French.

Urdi lingered on the increase in 
empty-nesters and retirees in town. 
“They’re taking advantage of the kids 
being back in school.” 

He insinuated these seniors could 
contribute to funding events for the 
Mammoth school system such as last 
weekend’s Husky Fest, which Vice 
President Sarah Winters presented on 
earlier in the meeting. 

This month, business has been 
impacted by the smoke. September 
started strong, but “there’s been a 
pretty decent backslide due to the 
fire,” another board member claimed. 
“There’s been a significant amount 
of cancellations. Our revenue as of 
September 1st was more than it was on 
September 15th.” 

Now that the air quality is good 
again, and the hallmark Eastern Sierra 
temperate weather has returned, the 
Mammoth Lakes Tourism Board is 
crossing its fingers for a resurgence in 
tourism. Events such as this weekend’s 
Trailfest and The Mammoth 200 mile 
footrace are expected to bring in more 
revenue. 

“Second summer,” Urdi hoped.

Please meet Kona! 
She is a supersweet one year old, medium 
sized Lab-Chow mix. A bit shy at first , she 
loves playing with other dogs and is well 
behaved.  A calm lovergirl. She would just love 
to join your family.

Please come and meet Kona and others in 
search of their forever home – at the 
Inyo County Animal Shelter, located at  
1001 County Road in Big Pine. 
For more information, 
call (760) 938-2715. 
To see more dogs available for adoption, visit 
www.easternsierradogrescue.com

WOOF!

MAKE A DIFFERENCE, BECOME A VOLUNTEER TODAY!

Save a life.
Adopt a shelter dog. MAKE A DIFFERENCE BECOME A VOLUNREER TODAY!MAKE A DIFFERENCE BECOME A VOLUNREER TODAY!
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Inyo County is expected to finalize its 2025-2026 budget at its regular meeting next Tuesday. At its last board discussion regarding the 
budget, this slide was displayed. It was meant to comfort - see, we’ve actually started saving to pay for future liabilities! But at some point, 
you figure the county will have to diverge from its “healthcare for life” benefit. That’s the worst-kept secret in the public sector. Which is, 
when it comes time to retire, retire in Inyo. 

BLJ

A Short History of Financial Euphoria
John Kenneth Galbraith
Penguin, 1990 
103 p. 

I’m sure I’m not alone in marveling at 
the upward trajectory of the markets - 
AI means “this time is different” and all 
that blather. 

Read Galbraith (it’ll take you an 
hour), take note of Warren Buffett’s cur-
rent cash position and you may be per-
suaded to push more money towards 
the sidelines. 

As Galbraith writes, the compelling 
forces which drive market euphoria are:

1. The powerful personal interest that 
develops in the euphoric belief

2. The pressure of public and seem-
ingly superior financial opinion. 

Basically, markets are going up, 
you’re wealthier, no one wishes to 
believe his/her wealth is fortuitous or 
undeserved, the experts keep touting 
higher price targets, the advisors tell 
you that the historical trend lines are 
always up and to the right and you gotta 
be in the market ... 

And the experts and advisors ... you 
know, they’re generally wealthy, and we 
all have a bias towards wealth, associat-
ing money with intelligence. 

“There is a strong tendency to believe 
that the more money an individual pos-
sesses or is associated with, the deeper 
and more compelling his economic and 
social perception,” writes Galbraith. 

And then there’s the brevity of 
memory. Galbraith pegs it at twenty 
years maximum. 

“There can be few fields of human 
endeavor in which history counts for 
so little as in the world of finance. Past 
experience is dismissed as the primi-
tive refuge of those who do not have 

the insight to appreciate the incredible 
wonders of the present.”

 But the error of vanity is thinking that 
since you’ve been so smart to stay in, 
you’ll also have the brilliance to per-
fectly time your exit. 

But the end is never gradual. The end 
is always swift. And painful. 

“Anyone taken as an individual is 
tolerably sensible and reasonable  - as a 
member of a crowd, he at once becomes 
a blockhead.” -Freidrich Von Schiller



A NEW
HOME 

FOR 
FAMILY

FUN

ALMOST SOLD OUT! CALL FOR CURRENT AVAILABILITY. 
Last Chance to Purchase a Luxury Mountain Retreat with access to Clubhouse and Outdoor Spa.Last Chance to Purchase a Luxury Mountain Retreat with access to Clubhouse and Outdoor Spa.

3 BEDROOMS W/ FLEX ROOM • 3.5 BATHS • 2,152 SQ. FT. OF LIVING SPACE • TWO CAR GARAGE 

SALES (760)-934-3334 • LIVECREEKHOUSE.COM

All information subject to change. The Snowcreek Property Company. CalDRE #01812140.All information subject to change. The Snowcreek Property Company. CalDRE #01812140.
2025. All rights reserved.2025. All rights reserved.

ANOTHER LUXURY DEVELOPMENT BY THE CHADMAR GROUP
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