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Inyo Supes approve $500K lifeline 
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By Klusmire 

It's Friday Night Lights this weekend as Bishop takes on Boron.

CHOO CHOO

more MONO, pg. 5

Gayla Wolf photographed the Choo Choo Swap Meet & Fall Color Car Show in Bishop last weekend. For more 
chrome and cuteness, see p. 13.

LAMARCKABLE

“Let us live out our days in 
the community we love.” 

Mike Graves, a lifelong 
Lone Piner currently residing 
in what he called the “nurs-
ing home” at Southern Inyo 
Hospital (SIH), put that plea 
in a letter urging Inyo County 
to approve a loan or grant to 
help the Lone Pine hospital get 
through its current !scal crisis. 

Two fathers, Dan Gockley 
from Lone Pine and Andrew 
Howe from Independence, 
related how each had a child in 
a harrowing, near-death medi-
cal situation whose lives were 
saved by the sta" in the Emer-
gency Room at SIH.

#ose stories, shared during 
public comment at Tuesday's 
Inyo County Supervisors meet-
ing, put a personal perspective 

on the importance of SIH to the 
people in the communities it 
serves.

#e !nancial perspective 
was provided by SIH board 
members. #ey noted the 
hospital Emergency Room, 
Rural Health Clinic and Skilled 
Nursing Facility (SNF – where 
Graves resides) employs 150 
people, with 50 of them living 
in Bishop. #e hospital pumps 
about $800,000 a month into 
the local economy in the form 
of payroll and supplies and ser-
vices purchased from vendors 
in the county. 

Even though SIH is currently 
$2 million in the red and tee-
tering on the brink of insol-
vency, in the long-term, SIH is 
“very !nancially viable,” Chief             

Mammoth Planners approve 54 Mono project 

Despite opposition 
from neighbors, local 
hotelier Bipin Morari 

received approval from the 
Mammoth Lakes Planning and 
Economic Development Com-
mission (PEDC) on Wednesday 
to move forward with plans to 
build an a"ordable housing 
complex at 54 Mono Street.

Morari !rst approached 
the PEDC in August, seeking 
a density bonus to allow six 
units—double the standard 
density limit. Under Town 
ordinance, at least half of those 
units must be deed-restricted 
for workforce housing. Morari, 
however, o"ered to restrict 
all six units in exchange for 
looser development standards: 
greater lot coverage, smaller 
setbacks, fewer guest parking 
spaces, and no requirement for 
private outdoor space.

But his proposal drew strong 

opposition from neighbors 
Keith and Kimberly Erickson, 
primarily due to confusion sur-
rounding a 30-foot-wide access 
easement that currently serves 
as the Ericksons' driveway. Un-
der Morari's plans, that drive-
way would become shared 
access to both properties.

Although the project design 
includes an underground 
garage with seven parking 
spaces and three exterior spots, 
the Ericksons objected to the 
idea of sharing their driveway. 
#ey said they purchased 
their property "speci!cally for 
the protection of an exclusive 
easement" and submitted three 
letters opposing the project.

#e Ericksons’ opposition 
delayed the Commissioner's 
decision in August, and by 
Wednesday’s meeting, the Er-
icksons' stance hadn’t changed. Some encouragement to indulge in hiking weather this weekend. Stormy weather is in the forecast!
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“It’s a dog-eat-dog world, Sammy, “It’s a dog-eat-dog world, Sammy, 
and I’m wearing Milk Bone under-and I’m wearing Milk Bone under-
wear.”                 wear.”                 
  -  -Norm (Cheers)Norm (Cheers)

THE WASTE LAND

 FOR SALE!

Eligible buyer household income limited to 150% of Area 
Median Income, and must be employed in Mono County, 

among other requirements. Down payment assistance may be 
available. Mortgage lender pre-approval letter required. 

LOCAL WORKFORCE HOUSING 

For more information and to enter the application lottery
visit: www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov/1382

New Two-bedroom Duplex Townhomes

$505k Affordable Sales Price (Deed-Restricted)

Centrally Located at 60 Joaquin Road

Application Lottery for Eligible Applicants

$505k

You see a lot of stu" recently, including a letter to the editor in this paper last week, 
which compares the current political climate to 1930s Germany. 

Which, in this era of “hot takes” and internet noise, can strike one as a bit of hyper-
bole. 

Until you read a historian like Robert Kaplan, who dissects the fragility of our in-
stitutions, as well as the vagaries and happenstance of history, and makes you think 
twice. 

Paraphrasing Russian author Alexander Solzhenitsyn, Kaplan writes, “It is a conceit 
of the modern world, and particularly of the West, that history is governed by reason.” 

Kaplan is the author of “Waste Land: A World in Permanent Crisis,” published this 
year. His thesis, in fact, is that the modern world mirrors the Weimar Republic, which 
governed Germany from 1918-1933 (the end of World War I through the rise of Hitler). 

He describes Weimar as “less a government than a system of belligerent and far-
#ung competing parts.” 

And though Weimar “boasted an abundance of artistic and cultural freedom, its 
fundamental absence of basic political and institutional order made Hitler possible.” 

But before Hitler’s Germany, there was Lenin’s Russia. 
In both instances, there is a decaying establishment, old political hierarchies that 

invite contempt. In Russia’s Duma (legislature), members are given to “endless, #ow-
ery and directionless speeches” amid complete bureaucratic dysfunction. 

“Crowds assault police … criminals are released from prison. Soldiers desert from 
the army after nearly beating to death their o$cers. Mutinies lead to the collapse of 
the Baltic #eet. It is as if the entire Russian military organization is being eaten away 
by microbes … gangs of arsonists set %re to public buildings. Entire sta"s disappear 
from government o$ces. Youths tear down a statue of the great modernizing prime 
minister Stolypin. Meanwhile, congeries of parties and factions within parties are left 
to debate among themselves. Loose, drunken talk postulates that if only the govern-
ment would change, everything would become better and more humane … there is 
almost a romance about the future, about any fate save for the czarist present.”

If only they knew that Lenin was about to execute more people in the %rst two 
months of the Bolshevik regime than the Romanovs had executed in 100 years. 

In Germany, Hitler attempted violent overthrow in the early ‘20s (think January 6). 
All that got him was faint rebuke and a little jail time - which made him a martyr and 
also gave him the time to produce Mein Kampf. 

Hitler was appointed Chancellor in 1933 by President von Hindenburg, on the ad-
vice of former Chancellor Franz von Papen. 

!e rationale in appointing him was to contain him within the political structure. 
“We have framed him in,” declared one of von Papen’s associates. 

“Before two months had passed, all traces of democracy had been extinguished.” 

As German historian Golo Mann observed, “What is the meaning of human exis-
tence when such a lightweight as von Papen could at a key juncture determine the 
course of world history.” 

“!e most fundamental problem of politics … is not the control of wickedness but 
the limitation of righteousness.” -Henry Kissinger 

And how do you limit righteousness in a modern age which boasts the ultimate 
echo chamber - social media? 

!e answer is, it’s damn tough. 
“It is the masses speaking through one voice that are the danger. Most people think 

that they generate their own ideas: in fact, their ideas are prepared by others who 
think for them. !e idea that some sermon or blog post or tweet has gone viral is a sad 
re#ection on the state of individualism. Cities, as we know, have become venues for 
elites. And elites have an undeniable proclivity for groupthink and echo chambers, 
despite all their erudition.” 

So the idea of the mob has changed in that it’s not necessarily a physical mob so 
much as a large gathering of voices in complete agreement “bent on the destruction of 
a single individual, in order to intimidate the many … this kind of mob is the ultimate 
enemy of freedom, since its e"ect is to abolish individual thought itself.” 

Cancel culture is cited as an example of the virtual mob. 
Kaplan has a great section devoted to Elias Canetti, author of the 1960 book 

see LUNCH, pg. 8
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HOMELESS COUNT GOES UP
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LOCAL NEWS
By Fisher

Dr. Ahuja specializes in treating neurological disorders, 
including memory loss, headaches, concussions, 

Parkinson’s disease, tremors, neuropathy, epilepsy,  
balance issues, spine disease and more.

We are proud to welcome 
Ashim Ahuja, MD

Board-Certifi ed Neurologist

www.MammothHospital.com

Mammoth Hospital
Neurology Services

Now welcoming new patients.
No Referral required.

Call or text us at 760.924.4102

Homelessness is on the rise 
across the Eastern Sierra, ac-
cording to the annual Point-in-

Time (PIT) Count.
!e PIT Count is a survey conducted 

each January which aims to get a 
snapshot of the number of people ex-
periencing homelessness in Mono, Al-
pine and Inyo counties, which are all 
under the Eastern Sierra Continuum 
of Care (CoC) service area. !e count 
is required by the US Department of 
Housing and Urban Development in 
every county nationwide.

!is year’s annual snapshot found 
124 people experiencing homeless-
ness in the three counties. By contrast, 
last years’ PIT Count found 106 indi-
viduals experiencing homelessness, 
including 71 in Inyo County and 35 in 
Mono County. !is year, there were 78 
in Inyo and 46 in Mono County.

Nearly four out of "ve were un-
sheltered, sleeping in encampments, 
vehicles, parks or on sidewalks.

!e Sheet reported on the CoC’s 
execution of the study on January 30 
in the February 8 issue. On that night, 
county sta# prowled bars and park-
ing lots with questionnaire forms to 
people experiencing homelessness, 
knocking on vans and handing out 

blankets and gift cards to participants.
While the survey provides some 

insight into the scope of homelessness 
in the area, it’s not a perfect measure, 
as Anna Scott, Inyo County’s Human 
Services Director, told !e Sheet in the 
days after the survey was conducted.

Because the count is always done 
in January, It’s likely that the winter 
count of those experiencing homeless-
ness is less than the area experiences 
in the summer months – especially 
in Mono and Alpine counties where 
weather is harsher. !e PIT count is 
federally required to happen dur-
ing this time, so the local CoC can’t 
change the timing.

!e weather during the count was 
signi"cantly warmer this year than 
previous years, which could explain 
some of the higher numbers, said 
Stephanie Rubio, Inyo County Hous-
ing Program Manager.

Still, the county takes the numbers 
seriously, Chair of the Eastern Sierra 
CoC and Mono County Supervisor 
Jennifer Kreitz said on Wednesday.

“It's important because it re$ects 
back to the state and the federal 
government, and that indicates how 
much funding we can get through the 
CoC every year,” she said. “It’s sup-

posed to be a point-in-time count and 
that’s exactly what it is.”

In terms of policy, she said the rising 
numbers are a stark reminder that 
housing is still a pervasive problem in 
the Eastern Sierra, and that it needs to 
be a continued priority of the regions’ 
elected o%cials.

“It doesn't make [housing] more or 
less of a priority for me because it's 
always been a priority,” she said.

More than three-quarters of par-
ticipants reported that this was their 
"rst episode of homelessness, and the 
majority had lived in the region for 
three or more years.

When asked if she believed the 
Town of Mammoth Lakes and Mono 
County a#ordable housing programs, 
such as the Parcel or the bridge pro-
gram, were making a di#erence in the 
homelessness population, she said 
she believed they were but that they 
hadn’t been around long enough to 
make a sizable di#erence in the count.

“We’ll see what happens with all 
of the numbers in January 2026,” she 
said. “We’re all interested in address-
ing the situation and putting e#ort, 
energy and resources into housing.”

Of those surveyed, many individuals 
reported signi"cant health concerns: 

41% cited a mental health disorder, 
33% a physical disability, and one in 
"ve said they struggled with substance 
use.

About two-thirds of those counted 
were men, while just over 30% were 
women and less than one percent 
identi"ed as non-binary. A quarter re-
ported a history of domestic violence.

Kreitz said the county and the CoC 
does its best to allocate funds to its 
programs which support people with 
mental health and substance abuse is-
sues, and said she believed the county 
was in a good position to continue to 
provide those services.

She suggested those experienc-
ing homelessness or those at risk 
of homelessness apply to the CoC’s 
coordinated entry system, which 
prioritizes those with the highest need 
for housing in housing programs or 
assistance.

!e nine-month lag between when 
the study was conducted and when 
the results came out was because 
it took a lot of time for the CoC to 
compile the data and submit it to the 
federal government, Kreitz said.

“It’s pretty standard that the report 
would come out in the fall,” she said.
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THE HIGHS AND FURLOUGHS
By Fisher

Warehouse Space For Rent
Located in the Mammoth Industrial Park

160 Commerce Drive Ste A

Matthew Lehman | BROKER

C (760) 822-5845
matthew@homesmammoth.com

BRE# 01149776

• 2,780 Sq. Feet
• Newly Remodeled
• Multiple Offices
• Private Bathrooms
• Kitchen
• Fenced Lot
• Private and Secure

FEATURES: Matthew LehmanMatthew Lehman
REAL ESTATE

"It concerns me for our whole commu-
nity that you can just interpret some-
thing that's recorded and legal to !t one 
person's project," Mrs. Erickson pleaded 
during public comment.

Morari's property, currently an open 
lot, is situated directly between the 
Ericksons' home and Mono Street. Both 
sides insist that their interpretation of 
the easement is legally sound, with the 
disagreement stemming from an error in 
the Town's records dating back more than 
three decades.

"e original subdivision, approved by 
the Mammoth Town Council in 1990, split 
one parcel into two: 56 Mono (the Erick-
sons' property) and 54 Mono (Morari's 
lot). Conditions of approval at the time 
required the two parcels to share a single 
driveway within the 30-foot easement.

However, when the !nal parcel map 
was recorded in February 1992, it incor-
rectly described that same easement as 
providing "exclusive access" to 56 Mono 
(the Ericksons' property).

Gina Montecallo, Mammoth Lakes 
Assistant Planner, acknowledged the 
confusion but said the easement dispute 
was a civil matter and beyond the Town's 
jurisdiction. 

""e Town does not need to be involved 
with the resolution of such tension," she 
said.

After all, the item on the PEDC's 
agenda was not of the legality of the ease-
ment but whether the project met density 
and zoning standards. "e Ericksons 
challenged that aspect, too, arguing the 
Town had miscalculated the gross lot 
area, which determines how many hous-
ing units a property can contain. "ey 
claimed the area calculation was incor-
rect because it included the driveway 
easement and should be reassessed.

"We're really trying to understand how 
you can squeeze this big project into that 
very small space," Mrs. Erickson said.

Nolan Bobro#, Mammoth Lakes Com-
munity & Economic Development Direc-
tor, said the Town's code bases density on 
the gross lot area before any dedications, 
meaning easements are not ever subtract-
ed when determining buildable density.

Town Attorney Andy Morris con!rmed 
that interpretation.

""e Town has never deducted the area 
of easements from the area of a lot when 
calculating what can be built," he said. 
""e Town just doesn't do that, and I'm 
not aware of any jurisdiction that does, or 
of anything in the law that requires it."

If the Ericksons still felt wronged over 
the driveway, Morris suggested their 
recourse could be a Quiet Title Action, a 
type of lawsuit where a court determines 
the legal rights of each party. 

However, he digressed; he couldn't give 
legal advice to anyone but the Town.

By the time public comment closed, 
there was little deliberation from the 
commission, aside from Vice Chair Dawn 
Vereuck, who expressed empathy for 
both sides while reminding the room that 
much of the discussion was outside the 
Commission's purview.

She took a long pause before mak-
ing a motion to support the approval 
of Morari's project, and Commissioner 
Cynthia Fleming hesitated before second-
ing it. When the clerk called the vote, the 
Commission unanimously endorsed the 
approval of the project.

As the Ericksons left the meeting, Van-
derhust o#ered a polite farewell: "I think 
you guys will be neighbors for a while, so 
hopefully this will work out."

Yosemite National Park employees 
voted to unionize this summer. 
"en, the government shut down.

“We’re at a standstill right now,” said 
Steven Gutierrez, a representative with 
the National Federation of Federal Em-
ployees (NFFE), which represents federal 
workers at Yosemite, Sequoia, Yellow-
stone and other National Parks, as well as 
the U.S. Forest Service.

"e federal government shut down last 
Wednesday after Congress failed to pass 
appropriations legislation for the 2026 
!scal year, which began that day.

Under the Trump administration’s 
contingency plan for the National Park 
Service (NPS), roughly two-thirds of park 
sta# are now furloughed without pay, 
even as California’s nine national parks 
remain broadly open.

"at means there’s no ranger at Yosem-
ite’s entrance booths to greet visitors or 
collect fees, but people can (and will) still 
visit the park. And for the rangers who 
usually sta# those booths, the shutdown 
means most of them are both out of work 
and unable to begin negotiating new 
labor contracts until the government 
reopens.

"e vote to unionize, certi!ed August 
27, came in response to widespread sta# 
terminations within the National Park 
Service over the summer. And though the 
union can’t yet negotiate with the admin-
istration, it is still meeting and organiz-
ing internally. For Gutierrez, that often 
requires a hands-on approach.

“You can’t do everything on Zoom, 
and not everybody has cell phone service 
24-hours/day in these positions,” he said. 

“So if I have to hike up a trail to go !nd 
somebody, then I’m going to go do that.”

"e newly formed union is currently 
electing o$cers, building a board, and 
setting up administrative accounts. A 
draft contract template is already in place, 
though Gutierrez acknowledged that ne-
gotiating terms with the current adminis-
tration will be di$cult.

“In this administration, I don’t expect 
to get some big wins on there, but I do 
expect to get some,” he said.

Meanwhile, the sta# cuts that initially 
spurred the union vote remain a major 
concern, especially as the National Park 
Conservation Association and other ad-
vocacy groups warn of further reductions. 
If additional layo#s occur before con-
tracts are in place, NFFE plans to pursue 
litigation to protect a#ected employees.

But above all, Gutierrez said, the union 
gives park workers a voice. 

“Now that they are organized as a 
union, they have a di#erent way of ex-
pressing themselves. "ey don’t need to 
live in fear,” he said.

Once the government reopens, the 
union plans to send Yosemite and other 
park employees to Washington, D.C., to 
lobby Congress and “share what is truly 
happening on the ground.”

In the meantime, NFFE is delivering 
nonperishable food to furloughed em-
ployees to help ease the strain of missed 
paychecks.

“We anticipate [the shutdown] will be a 
little long, and these folks still have to put 
food on the table.” Gutierrez said. “It’s not 
going to solve all the issues, but it’s a nice 
gesture.”
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SIH
continued from page 1
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Executive O!cer Kevin Flanigan said. 
Starting in 2026, reimbursement pay-

ments will jump by about $1-2 million 
a year for the 28-bed SNF. "e daily, 
per-bed payment will go from $470 
to $670 a day on Jan. 1. Supplemental 
state reimbursements to make up for 
lagging past payments will go up by 
$4 million in 2026 and by $6 million in 
2027.  

"e immediate problem is securing 
enough money to stay open until the 
end of January 2026 when the state 
money arrives.  

After a bit of dithering, the Board of 
Supervisors approved a $500,000 loan 
to SIH. 

"e loan money will only go to SIH 
after the hospital secures millions in 

state funding, which is not assured. 
Loan payments would not start until 
2027, and the board indicated it want-
ed the #exibility to “forgive” the loan if 
necessary. Flanigan said the $500,000 
would not guarantee the hospital’s fu-
ture but would help “push it across the 
$nish line” after additional state grants 
or loans are secured. 

Supervisor Jen Roeser said support-
ing hospitals was not a typical local 
government function, but it is “what 
most citizens expect.” She added the 
county has been subsidizing ambu-
lance service in Bishop and the rest 
of the county. She endorsed a straight 
grant instead of a loan. 

Supervisor Trina Orrill said a loan 
would be preferable. As did Supervisor 

Je% Gri!ths, who suggested being able 
to forgive repayment. 

"ird District Supervisor Scott Mar-
cellin noted the county uses General 
Fund money to pay the Bishop ambu-
lance subsidy (which goes to a private 
company) and smaller subsidies to the 
county’s volunteer $re/ambulance de-
partments (the cost of those subsidies 
in 2025-26 will be about $250,000). He 
said that can’t go on forever, and some 
sort of additional tax or funding source 
for Emergency Medical Services (EMS) 
and SIH should be considered. 

Marcellin’s comment echoed the 
analysis by SIH board member Mark 
Lacey. "e small facility has been on 
the $nancial brink for decades because 
of a chronic “lack of volume and lack 
of tax base.” Lacey suggested increas-
ing the bed tax or sales tax to increase 
funding for the hospital district and 
EMS. 

Lacey has been on the SIH board for 
10 years and helped steer the hospital 
through its 2016 bankruptcy and onto 
solid $nancial ground. However, he 
admitted “there had been mistakes by 
us (the board)” that contributed to the 
current, yet familiar $scal crisis. "e 
board had given too much autonomy 
to the former CEO and had not fully 
sta%ed management levels to provide 
more checks and balances, he noted. 

"e long-term and short-term issues 
could be “mitigated with proper man-
agement.” With the “plan of action” 
now in place, he said, “I have a high 

degree of con$dence we can be $nan-
cially sustainable.” 

Flanigan outlined the ongoing cost-
cutting. 

Sta% members have voluntarily cut 
their hours to reduce yearly payroll 
by at least $150,000. Vendors owed 
more than $100,000 have agreed 
to a 10-month payment plan while 
still providing supplies and services. 
"e hospital has about $2 million in 
accounts receivable it’s working to 
collect. Several “generous donors and 
benefactors” have made signi$cant 
donations to SIH. 

At the current pace, SIH is almost 
breaking even, with $50,000 a day 
in revenue and expenses. But SIH 
remains about $2 million in the red, 
and its cash on hand can only carry it 
through mid-November, Flanigan said. 

SIH also sent a request for $3 mil-
lion in emergency funding to Governor 
Gavin Newsom. "e request is based 
on SIH being a rural, critical access 
hospital. Flanigan said he is also talk-
ing with the Los Angeles Department of 
Water and Power in an e%ort to obtain 
grant funding.

If those large grants or loans do not 
arrive, SIH could suspend Emergency 
Room and in-patient operations for 
several months then restart those ser-
vices after the $rst of the year. 

Or it could go into Chapter 9 bank-
ruptcy, once again.



FALL BOARD/SKI TUNE 
$59 special until Nov 3RD

SKI BINDING MOUNTS $64

RACE/FREERIDE PROGRAM
Ski team members can get special prices 

on race equipment, including skis, boots,  
and poles, until December 7TH.

SEASON RENTAL DISCOUNTS
Get seasonal rentals for kids from  
$135-$185! Available until Dec 7TH  

but hurry—limited sizes are in stock!

6 0  S E AS O N S  O F  H E L P I N G  YO U  
G E A R  U P  FO R  G R E AT  DAYS !

kittredgesports.com  (760) 934-7566
3218 Main Street, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546
OPEN DAILY SUN-THURS 8-6, FRI-SAT 8-7

Surround yourself with the beauty of autumn as 
you tee up for eighteen holes at Sierra Star or take a 
swing at Snowcreek’s nine-hole course. There’s plenty 
of golf season left, book your tee time today.

FALL INTO 
THE FAIRWAYS

GOLF SEASON RUNS UNTIL OCTOBER 12
SIERRASTARGOLF.COM • 760.934.GOLF

Sunday Funday
Catch every game on our 

14 HDTV’s & 110” Projection Screen!
Open at 9:45am for 

Breakfast & Drink Specials!

NFL HEADQUARTERS!
YOUR 

MONDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL

The Pursuit of Happiness 
Happy Hour extended 3-8pm

THURS. NIGHT FOOTBALL
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continued from page 2LOCAL BRIEFS

Will Wadelton’s Cash Stash

Fifth District Inyo County Supervisor 
Will Wadelton is pondering how to hand 
out up to $180,000 for projects, events or 
programs in the district, which stretches 
from Independence and Lone Pine 
through Death Valley.

!e windfall is the result of a change 
in the county’s Transient Occupancy Tax 
(TOT), or bed tax, collection process. 
Since its inception, the county allowed 
hotels, motels and short-term rentals to 
keep 4% of the TOT tax. Apparently, in 
the foggy past when the county "rst im-
posed the TOT, the supervisors decided 
"lling out paperwork and sending a 
check to the county was a bit of a burden, 
so businesses were allowed to keep 4% 
for their trouble.

!at practice ended in 2022 when the 
board directed all TOT proceeds go to 
the county treasury. However, the “extra” 
4% was diverted into separate accounts 
based on the supervisory district where 
the money was collected.

In the 2024-25 "scal year, the county 
collected about $4.7 million in TOT. !e 
Fifth District, which includes the high-
end accommodations in Death Valley Na-
tional Park and hotels and motels in Lone 
Pine, delivered roughly 90% of the TOT 
revenue. !us the $180,000 was set aside 
for Wadelton to direct toward projects 
and programs in the district.

As of Monday, Oct. 6, he said in an 

email to !e Sheet that he had not made 
any decisions about how to allocate the 
money as he waits to see how the "scal 
emergency at Southern Inyo Hospital 
plays out. !ere are some restrictions, 
but not many, on what can be funded.

!e Fourth District, which includes the 
High Sierra resorts, had a $12,000 alloca-
tion. During the budget process, Super-
visor Jennifer Roeser directed the full 
amount to new signs in the Buttermilk 
bouldering area.

History is Happening

A peek into the past will take center 
stage during the 10th annual Eastern 
Sierra History Conference, slated for 
Friday, Oct. 31 through Sunday, Nov. 2. 
Sponsored by Sierra Forever (formerly 
Eastern Sierra Interpretive Association), 
the conference will be held at Cerro Coso 
Community College in Bishop, with "eld 
trips to several local historical locations.

Over the past decade, the conference 
has become an inspiring gathering for 
scholars, storytellers and history enthusi-
asts to learn about the fascinating past of 
the Eastern Sierra and Great Basin, states 
Sierra Forever. !is year’s event will o#er 
two full days of presentations covering 
topics including Owens Lake hydrology, 
the legacy of author Mary Austin, the 
journals of Yosemite ranger Ferdinand 
Castillo, Big Pine Cemetery’s history, and 
the iconic exploits of mountaineer Nor-

man Clyde.
Besides several local historians and 

authors (David Carle, Marty Voght and 
Stephen Ingram), presenters will include 
a number of Ph.D. candidates, history 
professors, etc.

!e conference will include Sunday 
"eld trips to Big Pine Cemetery, Laws 
Railroad Museum, Manzanar National 
Historic Site, and Bald Mountain Fire 
Lookout for those who want to step into 
the landscapes where history happened.

Tickets range from $50–$140, with 
discounts for students and seniors. Food 
will be provided by Pup"sh Café. Space 
is limited, so register today at$www.sier-
raforever.org/eshc.

Arnold is Baaaack

Former body builder, actor and Califor-
nia governor Arnold Schwarzenegger has 
jumped into the Proposition 50 "ght. He 
is tossing his heft and reputation in with 
the “No on 50” campaign.

!e Terminator hopes to terminate 
the move to redraw the state’s congres-
sional districts that could lead to "ve new 
Democratic-leaning districts in time for 
the 2026 midterm elections. As the 38th 
governor of California, he is one of the 
higher pro"le state politicians to weigh in 
against the redistricting measure on the 
Nov. 4 special election ballot.

Schwarzenegger was elected gover-
nor in the 2003 Recall Election, besting 
dozens of candidates to replace recalled 
Gov. Gray Davis. He was reelected in 
2006 and left o%ce after a full, four-year 
term. He pitched himself as a “moderate 
Republican.” Toward the end of his term, 
he seemed to tilt left, leading then-San 
Franciso Mayor Gavin Newsom to de-
clare, “he’s becoming a Democrat.”

Apparently that transformation didn’t 
take and now Governor Newsom is going 
head-to-head with Schwarzenegger over 
Prop 50, which was proposed, champi-
oned and promoted by Newsom.

So it’s the Saggy Muscle Man versus the 
Good Hair Gel Guy.

- Klusmire

“Crowds and Power.” 
Canetti postulated that the mob is 

made up of the lonely, and the need of 
the lonely individual to conform with 
others. 

Both Canetti and American historian 
and philosopher Hannah Arendt “under-
stood that the worst tyrannies had their 
origins in the isolation and loneliness of 
the individual, which leads to the most 
fearsome crowd formations.” 

“!e crowd’s urge is always to grow, 
rescuing others from their loneliness, 
and consuming all hierarchies, since 
the goal of a lonely individual is always 
to be noticed and to dominate his bet-
ters … the lonely individual, in his own 
thoughts at least, can do no wrong. And 
he receives justi"cation of this inside the 
crowd, where for the "rst time he feels he 
has power. !is is how tyranny begins.”

Liberal and MAGA alike. 
With AI all the while reshaping infor-

mation to conform to our preferences 
and con"rmation bias, “like Google algo-
rithms that amplify the lowest common 
denominator of popularity in the contest 
of ideas.” 

!ere are other political philosophers 
featured along the way - Spengler, Ortega 
y Gasset, Jane Jacobs … she’s the one 
who coined the phrase “!e Great Blight 
of Dullness” to refer to the sameness of 
wealthy enclaves (resort towns). 

“Everyone in wealthy districts thinks 
of themselves as just so fascinating … 
and in straining to be unique they are all 
actually the same.” 

But if there’s one overarching message 
from Kaplan, it is this: If you don’t have 
order and you don’t preserve institu-
tions, you sure as hell won’t have the 
luxury of making arcane arguments over 
individual rights. 

In essence, moderation in all things. 
Defunding law enforcement, for ex-

ample, is a dumb idea. 
And beware the isolation borne of the 

internet connection. 
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calendar of events
BARS & MUSIC
Happy Hour/
!e Liberty Sports Bar and Grill 
Pursuit of Happiness Hour Daily 3-6 
p.m. Live Music. Best viewing spot in 
town for live sports, other than across 
the parking lot @ Main Street Pizza 
and Tap. More Liberty info, see ad p. 14
Outlaw Saloon Happy Hour Monday 
through Friday from 4-6 p.m. More info: 
See ad p. 3. And remember to catch all 
the NFL games right here!
!e Mogul happy hour 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
in the bar. Food and drink specials. 
Main Street Pizza - See ad this page for 
details. 
Distant Brewing happy hour Monday-
!ursday from 3-5pm. $1/o" beer/
wine/cider/seltzer/kombucha

Sunday, October 12/
Chris Baron Duo plays Distant Brewing 
in Mammoth 6-9 p.m.

Wednesday, October 15/
Cassie Dunn plays Shelter Distilling in 
Mammoth 6-9 p.m.

Thursday, October 16/
Tracked Out plays Distant Brewing in 
Mammoth 6-9 p.m.

TOWN STUFF

m a m m o t h

GEAR
EXCHANGE

106 S. Main St., Bishop (760) 873-4300

TOWN STUFF

SIERRA 
ELECTRIC

760-920-3547
LIC#  923994

Sean Flavin, Owner

TOWN STUFF
Friday, October 10/ 
BUHS Football hosts Boron. JV at 4 
p.m., varsity at 7.
Art Opening at the Mono Sierra 
Lodge. Time: 5-9 p.m. Support local 
artists, buy art. Jewerly, photography 
and more. Location: 4135 Crowley Lake 
Dr. More info: Call 760.935.4300.

October 10-12/
Lone Pine Film Festival. Film 
showings, horseback riding, a parade, 
and more. Info: lonepine!lmfestival.org.
Leaves in the Loop in June Lake. 
Includes live music, craft vendors, face 
painting, pumpkin patch, and more. 
Details/info: junelakeloop.org. 
VCMC Bishop Dual Sport Ride. 
Motorsport rides start 7:30 a.m. 
Friday and Saturday at the Tri-County 
Fairgrounds. Registration !ursday 4 
p.m. Reg/info: VenturaCountyMC.com.

October 10-11/ 
Chalfant Big Trees Pumpkin Patch 
continues. Recurring weekly on 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday until the 
31st. Location: 395 Hunter Ave. 

October 11-12/
Bishop FFA Pumpkin Patch @ the FFA 
Farm on Sunland. Time: 10-4. All sorts 
of family fun, petting zoo, games, et. al. 

Sunday, October 12/
Highway Cleanup Stewardship Day 
with Keep Long Valley Green Coalition 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Meet at the Green 
Church (906 Benton Crossing Rd).
Home Street Middle School 8th grade 
AVID class carwash at HSMS to raise 
$$$ for spring college trip. Time: 11-2. 

Monday, October 13/
Join Eastern Sierra Land Trust and 
ecological pros at C5 Studios in Bishop 
for, “From Ridge to River: Beaver 
and Process-Based Watershed 
Restoration.” Time: 4-6 p.m. Location: 
210 S. Warren  St. Suggested donation. 

Tuesday, October 14/
Mono County Board of Supervisors 
meets 9 a.m. in Bridgeport and online 
at monocounty.ca.gov.

Tuesday, October 14 (cont.)/
Mammoth Lakes Parks and 
Recreation Commission meets 
2:30 p.m. in Suite Z and online at 
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov. 
Mammoth Lakes Town Council holds 
a special meeting to celebrate the grand 
opening of the Access Apts. For more 
info, look at ad below!
BUHS Volleyball hosts Mammoth. JV 
starts 4 p.m., varsity starts 5 p.m. 
Mono County "u/vax clinics in Benton 
(comm. ctr.) from 1:30-3 p.m. and in 
Chalfant (comm. ctr.) from 4:30-6:30 
p.m. 
 
Wednesday, October 15/
Mammoth Lakes Tourism Board 
meets 1-3 p.m. in Suite Z and online 
at townofmammothlakes.ca.gov. 
Mammoth Lakes Town Council 
meets 4 p.m. in Suite Z and online at 
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov.
Lundy Lake Cleanup Day. Meet 10 a.m. 
at the Lundy Lake Resort Store.

Thursday, October 16/
MHS Volleyball hosts Boron. JV starts 
4 p.m., varsity starts 5 p.m. 
Owens Valley Radio Observatory 
Astronomy Lecture Series on the 
World’s Most Powerful Radio Telescope 
6-7 p.m. by Katie Jameson of Caltech. 
Location: Cerro Coso College Bishop 
Campus (4090 W Line St) 
Trunk or Treat hosted by Inyo County 
from 5-7 p.m. at 1360 N. Main St. in 
Bishop. Music, games, treats, et. al. 
Mono County "u/vax clinic in 
Bridgeport Memorial Hall from 3-5 pm

Friday, October 17/
BUHS Football homecoming versus 
Cal City. JV at 4 p.m., varsity at 7 p.m.
MHS Football hosts Trona for its 
senior night game. Time: 7 p.m.
Camp#re Program: Geology of the 
Eastern Sierra at Whitney Portal in 
Lone Pine. Time: 6:30-7:30.

Saturday, October 18/
Mono Arts Council Gala at the 
Mammoth Rock N’ Bowl (3029 Chateau 
Rd.) Time: 6-9 p.m. Live music, live 
painting & live auctions. $$$. Info/tix: 
monoarts.org/mac-gala. See ad p. 6
Bishop FFA Haunted Swamp Tour @ 
the FFA Farm on Sunland. Time: 6-9 
p.m. $10/person. Monsters, ghouls and 
scares await you! 
No Kings Protests 2.0 up and down 
the Eastside. 10 a.m. ‘til 1 p.m., at 
Spainhower Park in Lone Pine; 12-2 
p.m. at Bishop City Park; 4-6 p.m. on 
the sidewalk outside Stellar Brew in 
Mammoth. 
Sale Event and Youth Soccer 
Fundraiser at High Country Lumber 
in Bishop from 11 a.m to 2 p.m. $1 hot 
dogs! See ad p. 15.

Sunday, October 19/
UC White Mountain Research Center 
Open House Celebration. BBQ lunch, 
live music, art auction. Time: 12-4 p.m. 
Location: Owens Valley Station (3000 E. 
Line St.) in Bishop. Info/schedule: wmrc.
edu.

A C C E S S  A P A R T M E N T S

Join us to celebrate new workforce housing 
in Mammoth Lakes! Enjoy inspiring speakers, 

delicious food, and self-guided tours. 

 S E E  Y O U  T H E R E !

OCTOBER

TU ES DAY

143:00-6:00 PM 238 Sierra Manor Rd. 
Mammoth Lakes, CA

There is no onsite parking, please plan accordingly.



               NO CLASS-IFIEDS 

Elevate Your Career At Mammoth Hos-
pital! We have an immediate need for the 
following positions:

· Patient Access Representative (Multiple 
Departments)

· Help Desk Technician (Part Time)
· Foundation Coordinator
· Certified Laboratory Assistant
· HIMS Assisant

Mammoth Hospital o!ers; success shar-
ing incentives program; sta! development 
program; generous retirement match and 
PTO Accrual.

For questions, please email hr@mam-
moth. To view more positions and apply, 
pls.visit www.mammothhospital.org/jobs

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Reservations Desk Clerk immediate 
opening at the Double Eagle Resort and 
Spa in June Lake CA (20 min from mam-
moth).  Must have excellent customer ser-
vice and computer skills.  Full or part time, 
health bene"ts, "tness membership and 
PTO.  Great place to work! Email Lodging@
doubleeagle.com 

Creekside Spa and Fitness Desk at the 
Double Eagle Resort and Spa, immedi-
ate opening for enthusiast team member.  
Help in creating a wonderful experience 
for our spa and "tness center guests. Cus-
tomer service, computer, cleaning, food 
service.  Full or part time, health bene"ts, 
"tness membership and PTO.  Great place 
to work!  Email Lodging@doubleeagle.com

Restaurant Server for Eagles Landing 
Restaurant at the popular Double Eagle 
Resort and Spa in June Lake CA.  Experi-
ence in restaurant service, computers and 
working as team member are essential.  

Help Wanted

Sweetwater Plumbing Inc. FT position 
for Journeyman Plumber and/or Appren-
tice Plumber. Full Bene"ts. Job is located 
in Mammoth Lakes. Contact 760-914-1266 
info@sweetwaterplumbing.com
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Help Wanted
Full and part time available, health ben-
e"ts, "tness membership and PTO.  Great 
place to work. Email Lodging@doubleea-
gle.com

Restaurant bartender for Eagle’s Land-
ing Restaurant at the popular Double 
Eagle Resort and Spa. Experience in restau-
rant bartending, computers and working 
as a team member are essential. FT and 
PT work available. Health bene"ts, "tness 
membership, PTO. Great place to work. 
Email Lodging@doubleeagle.com

Cooks and Prep Cooks jobs available at 
the famous Eagles Landing Restaurant in 
June Lake.  We o!er health bene"ts, "tness 
membership and PTO. A great place to 
work! Email lodging@doubleeagle.com

Commercial O!ce space for rent. 
Daily/weekly/monthly/annual

Call 818.307.3698/970.837.6720
www.NomadnessO!ces.com

For Rent

Papich Construction is HIRING! Seeking 
experienced Heavy Equipment Operators 
and Construction Laborers. Please visit 
www.papichco.com for more info or email 
resume to HR@papichconstruction.com.

!e Alpenhof Lodge has positions avail-
able for full and part time employment. We 
are a 24 hour per day business looking to 
add members to our Front Desk team.  

Competitive wages, bene"ts, #exible 
schedule, and housing option may be avail-
able for the right individual.  

Please pick up an application and drop a 
resume at 6080 Minaret Rd Mammoth.

MAMMOTH COMMUNITY WATER DIS-
TRICT’S Personnel Services Department 
is currently recruiting for one permanent 
Human Resources Manager position. FOR 
APPLICATION INFORMATION/TO APPLY: 
Please see the District website https://
mcwd.dst.ca.us/employment/.

Shilo Inn is accepting applications for FT 
housekeepers, FT maintenance worker and 
Front desk/night auditor. Immediate Front 
Desk opportunity starting at $18/hour. 
Please call Human Resources (Sarina Quin-
tero) at 925.813.2331 or email your resume 
to squintero@marquishotelsgroup.com. 

SUPERIOR  COURT OF 

CALIFORNIA

COUNTY OF MONO

The Superior Court of California for 

Mono County i n v i t e s a pp l i c a t i o n 

s f o r t h e p o s i t i o n of

Information Technology Technician 

I or II

This is a part-time, non-exempt, non-

represented position

Hourly Salary:

$23.16-$35.99

A job description and application 

instructions may be obtained on 

the court’s website, https://www.

mono.courts.ca.gov/ge neralinfo/

employment.htm, or contact the court 

at 

(760)923-2321

hr@mono.courts.ca.gov

Closing Date: Open until filled

EOE/AAE/ADAE

Country Glass seeks carpenters for win-
dow and door installation. FT & year round 
for the right applicant. Excellent pay DOE, 
with bene"ts/vacation. Will train the right 
hire with no experience. Must be solid, trust-
worthy and have a drivers license. 760-934-
3587 or email your application to: Taylor@
country-glass.com

Part-time Positions Working for a Spe-
cial Needs Parent Center.

H.E.A.R.T.S. Connection Family Empow-
erment Center is hiring a Family Resource 
Specialist - 1 part-time position (25hrs/
wk) based from home within Mono county. 
$20.00/hr. Email susan_graham@heartsfrc.
org for application and job announcement.

Restaurant Skadi seeks a professional 
dinner cook.

Please email info.skadi@gmail.com or 
text 760.914.0962. 

Surefoot Mammoth is hiring boot"tters 
for the upcoming winter season. We are 
looking for enthusiastic skiers who want to 
work hard and play hard. No experience 
necessary, we provide paid training. $is is a 
great opportunity to learn a valuable skill in 
the ski industry. Season pass and custom ski 
boots provided with employment. Contact 
Todd at Mammoth@Surefoot.com.

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Entity 
Is Doing Business As:

Vancy Art

Maximiliano Alejandro Viltre
1934 Meridian Blvd.
P.O. Box 100, PMB 433
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

This business is conducted by an indi-
vidual. The registrant began to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
listed herein starting May 15, 2025. This 
statement was filed with the Mono County 
Clerk on Sept. 9, 2025    
File Number 2025-0134
TS #2025-0115 (9/20, 9/27, 10/4, 10/11)

LT lease available for stylishly designed, 
move-in ready Bigwood Townhome. 1+ 
loft/2 BA/1-car garage. $3,000/mo. Sunny 
corner location, furnished, lots of storage, 
woodburning stove, prvt. entrance, near 
common area pool, spa, on-site laundry and 
shuttle. No pets per HOA. Call Tammy @ 
760.937.7300. 
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    NOTICES 
Notice of Public Hearing 

HARTLEY
EMPLOYEES MUST WASH HANDSGOLDEN STATE CONNECT AUTHORITY

PUBLIC HEARING FOR BOND ISSUANCE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING WITH RESPECT TO 
THE ISSUANCE OF REVENUE BONDS BY GOLDEN 
STATE CONNECT AUTHORITY TO CONSTRUCT A 
FIBER-OPTIC NETWORK IN CERTAIN AREAS OF 
THE TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES

NOTICE IS HERBY GIVEN that at 4pm, or as soon 
thereafter as the matter may be heard, on October 
15, 2025 at 437 Old Mammoth Road Suite Z Mam-
moth Lakes Ca 93546, the Town Council for the Town 
of Mammoth Lakes (the “Council”) will conduct a 
public hearing (the “Public Hearing”) at which the 
Council will hear and consider information concern-
ing the issuance of one or more series of revenue 
obligation bonds by Golden State Connect Authority 
(the “Borrower”) in an aggregate principal amount 
not to exceed $120,000,000 (the “Obligations”). 
!e proceeds of the Obligations will be applied to 
the purposes of (1) "nancing the construction of a 
high-speed "ber-optic network (the “Project”), and 
(2) paying certain expenses incurred in connection 
with the issuance of the Obligations. Golden State 
Connect Authority will be the owner and operator of 
the Project.

!e Obligations will be limited obligations of Golden 
State Connect Authority, payable solely from rev-
enues received by Golden State Connect Authority 
from operation of the network. Neither the faith and 
credit nor the taxing power of the Town, the State of 
California (the “State”), or any other political corpo-
ration, subdivision, or agency of the State is pledged 
to the payment of the principal of, premium, if any, 
or interest on, the Obligations.

!e Public Hearing is intended to comply with the 
public approval requirements of Section 6586.5(a) of 
the California Government Code. !ose wishing to 
comment on the proposed "nancing of the Project 
with the proceeds of the Obligations may either 
appear in person at the time and place indicated 
above or submit written comments, which must be 
received prior to the Public Hearing, by the Town of 
Mammoth Lakes, Attention: Town Clerk, PO BOX 
1609 Mammoth Lakes CA 93546.

Dated: September 29, 2025   
Jamie Gray, Town Clerk
TS #2025-0116

CAREERS AT MAMMOTH HOSPITAL
Where Passion Meets Purpose

Openings at MammothHospital.com      |

Success Sharing Incentive Program  •  Staff Development Programs
Generous Retirement Match and PTO Accrual

PATIENT ACCESS REPRESENTATIVE
(Multiple Departments)

HELP DESK TECHNICIAN
(Part Time)

FOUNDATION COORDINATOR

CERTIFIED LABORATORY ASSISTANT

HIMS ASSISTANT

NOW HIRING!

For questions, please email hr@mammothhospital.com

Benefi ts available to full-time 
employees only. Per diem roles are 

eligible for a 16% differential.

BLJ
For more information, to subscribe 

to job alerts, and to apply:

JOB OPENINGS

FULL-TIME*

*Full-time total compensation includes 
competitive benefits package.

Police Officer – Lateral
$89,889 – $109,261 annually 

Police Officer – Recruit
$30.43 hourly

Parks Maintenance Worker I
$51,063 – $71,850 annually

PART-TIME | TEMPORARY | 
SEASONAL POSITIONS

Parks & Recreation Seasonal Positions 
LA Kings Ice at Mammoth Lakes | 
Winter Adult Leagues

$19.06 – $30.90 hourly
Outdoor Recreation Host

$20.01 – 23.16 hourly
Temporary Snow Removal Operator

$29.36 – $33.99 hourly
Temporary Trail Crew Leader - Winter

$26.69 – $30.90 hourly

BASE SALARY OR WAGE RANGES 
SHOWN IN COMPLIANCE W/ CA LAW

(760) 965-3604
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov

I say every year the season doesn’t 
start until week six. Well, week six 
is here. !is is when you start to 

see the real contenders vs. the pre-
tenders.

Eagles laying 7 to the Giants. !e 
Real Housewives of Philadelphia star-
ring head Diva AJ Brown, antagonist 
Jalen Hurts and doofus Nick Sirianni 
is exhausting. How is a 4-1 team this 
dramatic and irritable? !ey have 
truly taken on the persona of their 
city. A bunch of miserable f&*ks 
- irritated even when successful. 
Meanwhile, QB Jaxson Dart is fun to 
watch - because interception returns 
are exciting plays. Eagles 23-16. Btw, 
Giant RB Cam Skattebo blaming his 
gloves for a fumble? C’mon. 

Broncos laying 7.5 to the Jets. 
O/U 43.5. What could be over before 
it starts? !e Aaron Glenn era in NY. 
!at team is bad. !e worst part is the 
defense is atrocious - Glenn’s spe-
cialty. Broncos 30-17.

Cowboys laying 3 to the Panthers. 
O/U 49.5. Shouldn’t the Cowboys 
crush the Panthers? Shouldn’t the 
Cowboys defense be better? George 
Pickens had a coming out party last 
week. But we all know he came out 
years ago … as crazy. Just wait, it’s 

coming. Pickens has missed a meet-
ing, been late for a game………it’s 
coming. Time bomb ticking then one 
week….  Cowboys 30-20.

Rams laying 7.5 to the Ravens. 
O/U 44.5. What are the Ravens doing? 
I know Lamar is hurt but Lamar don’t 
play DL, LB or CB. !at defense is on 
pace to give up more points than any 
team in history. Where the hell are 
all their draft picks? Every year they 
are heralded for their drafts, but that 
team is old. Rams 32-19. 

Chargers laying 4.5 to the Dol-
phins. O/U 44.5. Remember after 
week 2 when everyone said the Char-
gers were the best team in the league. 
Yeah, good times. Herbert is playing 
great. Wait for the playo#s. Chargers 
27-20.

‘Hawks 1.5 point dogs to the Jags. 
I see an upset here. Jags riding high, 
but didn’t really outplay the Chiefs 
last week. Something is funky with 
the Chiefs. !ey have some players 
who seem like they just had !anks-
giving dinner and are all bloated and 
lazy. !at walk-o# TD on Monday? 
!e QB fell down twice and still 
scored while DE Chris Jones was 
just standing there like he couldn’t 
be bothered. I would bench his ass. 

Some short-term pain for some long-
term gain. Why am I talking about the 
Chiefs? ‘Hawks win 27-23. O/U 47.5. 

Raiders laying 3.5 to the Titans. 
When is it time to bench Geno Smith? 
He’s throwing picks like green dildos 
at a WNBA game. I thought he and 
Carroll would bring some mediocre 
stability to the team. Geno is losing 
them games. Ride almost over. Raid-
ers 27-20.

Bucs laying 3 to the Niners, O/U 
47.5. !e Mac Jones redemption tour 
continues. !e Niners are beat up 
physically. I still think they need a 
new training sta#. !is happens every 
year. Do they have hot tubs or do they 
stretch? Are team meals skittles and 
cereal? Bucs 25-20. 

Lions 2.5 point dogs to the Chiefs. 
O/U 52.5. Wow. Fireworks expected. 
Chiefs D does look good but a couple 
players look … TICKISH. Shouldn’t 
the Lions be favored? Chiefs win 
30-27. Bounce back after last week’s 
debacle. 

I go to  a restaurant and above the 
sink in  the bathroom is always a sign. 
It says EMPLOYEES MUST WASH 
HANDS. No shit. But every time I 
see one of those signs I think. 1) If 
an employee wasn’t going to wash 
their hands, they aren’t going to be 
by the sink, dummy. Put the sign on 
the door on the way in and the door 
on the way out and above the toilet. 
Putting it at the sink is like putting a 
sign that says DON’T DRINK NON 
ALCOHOLIC BEER above the racks 
with non-alcoholic beer. 2) Shouldn’t 
EVERYONE wash their hands? Nasty. 

Government shutdown. !at to 
me is an oxymoron. It has been my 
experience that the government is 
always shut down. It’s impossible 
to get anything done with federal, 
state or local governments in a timely 
manner. !e fact, saying govern-
ment shutdown only means those 
lazy turds ain’t getting paid. When no 
work is getting done for the public it’s 
all good. But when they ain’t getting 
paid to do nothing, GOVERNMENT 
SHUTDOWN is important.  



GAYLA’S GALLERY
Car lovers, bargain hunters and Dodgers fans congregated in Bishop for the Choo Choo Swap 
Meet and Fall Colors Car Show last weekend. All photos by Gayla Wolf.
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MILES FOR MILES FOR 
MAMMOGRAMSMAMMOGRAMS

Elevate Your Health

ELEVATE

11AM START
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25TH

MAMMOTH CREEK PARK

Join our community for a Join our community for a 
2-mile walk supporting 2-mile walk supporting 

Mammoth Hospital Mammoth Hospital 
Foundation’s affordable Foundation’s affordable 

mammography program.mammography program.

REGISTER @ ELEVATEMAMMOTH.COM
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IT’LL TAKE MORE THAN A CUBA LIBRE 
By Libre

OFF THE SLOPES 

 SE VENDE

Los ingresos familiares del comprador elegible se limitan al 150% del 
ingreso medio del área y deben estar empleados en el condado de 

Mono, entre otros requisitos. Podría haber ayuda con el pago inicial. 
Se requiere una carta de preaprobación del prestamista hipotecario.

VIVIENDAS PARA FUERZA LABORAL LOCAL

Para obtener más información y participar en el sorteo de
aplicaciones, visite: www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov/1382

Nuevas duplex townhomes de dos habitaciones

$505k precio de venta accesible (Escritura restringida)

Ubicada céntralmente en 60 Joaquin Road

Lotería de solicitudes para solicitantes elegibles

$505k

“When was the last time you went on 
a date that wasn’t arranged by the 
internet?” a dad at the bike rodeo 

asked me two weeks ago. He stood in 
front of me, dark-tinted sunglasses on, 
adjusting his belt.

“Last night,” I replied, deadpan.
“Really?” He pulled back, surprised, 

still !ddling with the waist-band of his 
jeans. He’d just told me how he met 
his wife at the Clocktower Cellar, “back 
when guys used to pick up girls at the 
bar.” My recent romantic escapades 
somehow de!ed his version of reality. 
“How’d that go?”

“Good,” I said and laughed.
I wanted to tell him hitting on girls at 

the bar is not a !xture of the past. Men 
here are brazenly forward. "ey’ll say 
anything for a chance to get in your 
pants.

"is is my second month living in 
Mammoth Lakes. I love it here. "e 
unparalleled outdoor access and deep 
sense of community makes this place 
feel like home. People here are open, 
vulnerable. "ey want to get to know 
you. "ey want to be your friend.

Sometimes, however, my interactions 
with men have shown me there’s a dark 
underbelly to this friendliness.

"e !rst time I went out in town was 
with Fisher, during Margarita Fest in 

August. Determined to make an impres-
sion, I wore my favorite cheetah print 
cropped shirt, black baggy low-rise jorts, 
and a purple bandana, tied around my 
head like a pirate. 

I was abiding by the mantra my friends 
and I repeated to ourselves in college, 
“You can’t always be the prettiest girl in 
the room but you can always be the most 
interesting.”

Turns out, in Mammoth, you likely 
are the prettiest girl in the room. "at’s 
because you’re likely the only girl in the 
room.

I did make friends that fateful August 
night. But I was also groped by strangers. 
One persistent boy told me he’d “be any-
thing for me” as long as we went home 
together (I politely declined). Another 
couldn’t remember my name, referring 
to me only as “gorgeous” in his charm-
ing British accent. A third, maybe in his 
forties, insistently asked me to dance. 
No, I kept saying. When I biked away 
from the establishment, he yelled after 
me. “Hey sweetie, let me hop on those 
handlebars.”

I’m no stranger to unwanted attention. 
I grew up in Alta, Utah. I know what it’s 
like to be a girl in a ski town. We used to 
joke about being an Alta 10 and a Salt 
Lake 6. In high school, young skier boys 
with goggles beneath their helmets and 

their pants hanging below their knees 
asked me for my number in the lift line. 
Back then, it was harmless, even #atter-
ing. Who doesn’t love a little male valida-
tion? I started to crave it.

My college experience was tainted by 
the institution’s Greek system and the 
hierarchy it imposed. Clout was deter-
mined by which frats the boys I kissed 
belonged to. Sex became gami!ed, leav-
ing both parties to feel objecti!ed. "is 
was no way to form an authentic connec-
tion. "e more I bought into this culture, 
the less desirable I felt.

Mammoth is a di$erent beast. My feel-
ing of undesirability has been completely 
erased, replaced by the sensation of my 
body on constant display. It’s as if there’s 
an invisible sign hanging around my 
neck which reads “for sale, come and get 
it.”

Maybe it’s the clothes I wear, the 
mini-dresses and chunky jewelry and 
silver studded belts. Lunch accuses me 
of being a hippie, but sue me! I’m a lover 
of a long #owy skirt and electric blue 
eyeliner.

It also could be my friend-making 
strategy, which revolves mostly around 
going out to bars and introducing myself 
to girls. 

“I’m Ulla,” I’ll say, shaking their hand. 
“Can we be friends?” "is usually works 

until a boy interrupts, winking at both of 
us. "e girl I’m mid-shmoozing into be-
ing my friend and I will exchange a look, 
like, “Smooth dude. No thanks.”

"e truth? "ere’s an abundance of 
men and a lack of women Mammoth. 

My experiences are not unique. Girls 
everywhere in Mammoth face the same 
thing. In conversations with Fisher, she’s 
told me similar stories. She says it was 
worse when she was single, but the oc-
casional creep still comes along.

“It’s like the boys here are hyper-
horny,” a local barista with a septum 
piercing told me. “All my guy friends 
want to talk about is the dates they go on 
and all my girl friends are just trying to 
chill.”

"e barista told me she’s stopped go-
ing to bars, because “I just don’t want to 
feel uncomfortable.” 

She pointed to other spaces she feels 
objecti!ed in, like the hot springs. “It’s a 
group of naked men who are like, ‘come 
on in.’” Ew.

Of course, there are good guys in 
Mammoth. I’ve met plenty of well-
intentioned, friendship material men. 
But the women here are the real gems. 
"ey’re cool and beautiful and badass 
and hardcore. 
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SCE JACKS RATES
By Libre

Heads up Mono and Inyo coun-
ties. Your electricity bills could 
increase by 13% this month.

Southern California Edison (SCE), 
the electric company which serves the 
Eastern Sierra, just implemented their 
new rate structure. 

!ese new rates are based on the 
work the company is planning to 
do and how much it can charge its 
customers to cover that work. !e 
increased rates help SCE maintain 
a reliable electric grid and make the 
system more resilient against wild"re, 
said Gabriela Ornelas, a spokesperson 
for SCE.

SCE followed the rate development 
process with the California Public 
Utilities Commission (CPUC). !ese 
rates will be in place until 2028. SCE 
had previously worked under a rate 
structure set in 2021, which increased 
rates from the previous years by 8%.

Electricity rates can change from 
month to month, Ornelas explained. 
On average, the new basic rates are 
expected to increase residential bills 
by about 9.1%. 

But this month’s bills include costs 
outside of the new rate structure, such 
as previous wild"re mitigation.

“Rates also include separate costs 
for wild"re mitigation and vegetation 
management,” Ornelas said. “So that’s 
why these October bills are re#ecting 
13% [increase].”

Rates also depend on time of use, as 
there are times in the day which have 

higher electric demands than others.
“For customers who are able to shift 

their usage to non-peak hours, they 
could see savings through that rate 
plan,” Ornelas said. 

!ere are other changes to upcom-
ing SCE customer bills. !e Califor-
nia Climate credit, a state program 
applied automatically twice a year, 
will provide customers with a credit 
of $56 to their October bill. !is credit 
applies for residential homes and 
small businesses, and is a part of the 
California cap and trade program that 
is an e$ort to mitigate green house gas 
emissions.

Another change is a state mandated 
$24 base service charge. !is charge is 

not new, Ornelas assured.
“Essentially, those $24 are moving 

from one section of the bill to another 
section of the bill.”

For low-income customers who 
are on or qualify for federal or state 
discount plans, this base charge will 
be discounted. !e discounts would 
range from $6-12.

So far, Ornelas and SCE are unsure 
what customer reactions will be to the 
increase in rates.

Editor’s note: we at !e Sheet are 
pretty con"dent as to what those reac-
tions will be.

“We know it’s a challenge for our 
customers to see changes on their bill, 
especially as they manage other bills 

in their life, and so we are sensitive 
to the fact that this will result in an 
increase,” Ornelas said. 

“We do want our customers to know 
that we are working hard to maintain a 
reliable and resilient electric grid.”



A NEW
HOME 

FOR 
FAMILY
FUN

ALMOST SOLD OUT! CALL FOR CURRENT AVAILABILITY. 
Last Chance to Purchase a Luxury Mountain Retreat with access to Clubhouse and Outdoor Spa.Last Chance to Purchase a Luxury Mountain Retreat with access to Clubhouse and Outdoor Spa.

3 BEDROOMS W/ FLEX ROOM • 3.5 BATHS • 2,152 SQ. FT. OF LIVING SPACE • TWO CAR GARAGE 

SALES (760)-934-3334 • LIVECREEKHOUSE.COM

All information subject to change. The Snowcreek Property Company. CalDRE #01812140.All information subject to change. The Snowcreek Property Company. CalDRE #01812140.
2025. All rights reserved.2025. All rights reserved.

ANOTHER LUXURY DEVELOPMENT BY THE CHADMAR GROUP


