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!e Pack Fire exploded !ursday a"ernoon, forcing mass evacuations in Crowley and McGee. For more, see p.2.
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WHEN 50/50 IS ANYTHING BUT

PACK FIRE ENGULFS MCGEE MLFPD in escrow to buy complex for employee housing

Windy City Blows West

 p. 13/

By Fisher

A 37th view of Mount Tom taken Thursday morning in Bishop. For 
Lunch's review of Stephen Ingram's new book, see p.10. 

more MLFPD, pg. 6

A NEW FIRE HOUSE

more LUNCH, pg. 2

On Wednesday morn-
ing, the Planning and 
Economic Development 

Commission (PEDC) unani-
mously approved, without 
discussion, a permit to convert 
a four-unit complex at 395 
Chaparral Road into housing 
for employees of the Mammoth 
Lakes Fire Protection District 
(MLFPD).

Under the current plans, 
MLFPD employees will move in 
after the current tenants gradu-
ally move out.

“Our goal is to work with [the 
current tenants] and not evict 
anyone immediately,” MLFPD 
Chief Ales Tomaier told !e 
Sheet. “I believe one of them is 
already in the process of mov-
ing, and the second one is very 
close to moving as well.”

Employees will be priori-
tized for the housing based on 
seniority, rank, and full-time 
status as units become avail-
able, he said. !e District will 
charge rent, but it will subsidize 
the cost to make it a"ordable 
compared to market rates. !e 
exact rent rates are still to be 
determined, but Tomaier said 
they will be based on employ-
ees’ salaries.

!e complex is neither 
deed-restricted nor income-
restricted, meaning there are 
no limitations on who can live 
in the apartments or on the 
income levels of the tenants. 

Each of the four units has two 
bedrooms, and eligible MLFPD 
employees may invite family 
members or roommates to live 
with them to share the subsi-
dized rent.

“What we’re working on is 
having one #re#ghter essen-
tially responsible for the lease,” 
Tomaier explained. “!is will 
bene#t the public as a whole, 
beyond just the #re#ghters, 
but it’ll be di$cult to create 

sub-leases where every room 
is rented out to a di"erent 
#re#ghter. !at could create a 
whole bunch of issues.”

MLFPD is funding the pur-
chase using its capital expen-
diture fund, which makes up 
13% of its overall budget. Of 
that budget, 95% comes from 
property taxes. Last November, 
the district passed a measure 
that raised taxes by $98 per 
parcel for nine years, boosting 
its revenue.

While housing wasn’t explic-
itly listed as a goal of the ballot 
measure when it was presented 
to the public, it did promise to 
“enhance its ability to respond 
to emergencies, prevent wild-
#res, and ensure the safety of 
the community.” Technically, 
housing supports sta$ng, and 
sta$ng, in turn, helps achieve 
all those goals.

In Mono County, public 
entities, including MLFPD, are 
exempt from paying property 
taxes, as long as those proper-
ties are used for public pur-
poses. 

!is exemption would apply 
to the apartment complex, To-
maier con#rmed. He declined 
to disclose the cost of the build-
ing or estimated maintenance 
expenses as the building is 
currently in escrow.

Currently, the department 
has a small army of full-time 
sta", with volunteers available 
to back them up when needed. 
But national #re safety stan-
dards make it so MLFPD can’t 
a"ord to show up with any-
thing less than a full crew.

!e National Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA) requires a 
minimum of four #re#ghters 
per engine, with 15-17 #re-
#ghters on scene within eight      
minutes for a single-family 
house #re. For an apartment 

BISHOP FIRE FLEET APPARATUS CONDITION

Bishop City Council held a joint meeting 
with the Bishop Rural Fire Protection 
District Board prior to its regular council 

meeting on Monday. 
And the meeting was infused with some 

urgency. 
Because what is supposed to be a 50/50 cost-

sharing relationship is becoming lopsided over 
time. 

Exacerbated by the fact that some of the 
wealthiest neighborhoods receive #re protec-
tion services (Aspendell, Starlite, 40 Acres, 
Mustang Mesa) yet don’t pay a dime for the 
privilege. 

In his presentation at the outset of the meet-
ing, Bishop Fire Chief Bret Russell noted that 
his department serves approximately 12,500 
residents, yet just 30% (or approx. 3,800) live 
within the city limits.

So o" the bat, you realize 50/50 is 30/70. 
According to the Inyo County Auditor’s Of-

#ce, the Bishop Rural Fire Protection District 
receives 1% of the net taxable property value 
of its constituents. Last year, that amounted to 
$528,000. 

Do a calculation of total net taxable value 
in the outlying communities listed above and 

that’s what’s not being collected. 
Interestingly, Rovana pays a %at $30,000 annual 

fee to the District. And Southern California Edison 
also pays. 

Unfortunately, revenues are not keeping pace 
with expenses and deferred maintenance. 

Russell told !e Sheet this week that the depart-
ment needed a $2 million infrastructure investment 
5 to 8 years ago. 

His opinion is borne out by a 2023 “Bishop Fire 
Department Agency Evaluation” performed by 
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Bishop’s Rural Fire Protection District is outlined within the purple boundary; the “sphere 
of in!uence” is demarcated in blue. 

LUNCH
continued from page 1

“It’s a dog-eat-dog world, Sammy, “It’s a dog-eat-dog world, Sammy, 
and I’m wearing Milk Bone under-and I’m wearing Milk Bone under-
wear.”                 wear.”                 
  -  -Norm (Cheers)Norm (Cheers)

PARKING JOB OF THE WEEK

Emergency Services Consulting International (ESCI), which found that nearly 
50% of the department’s apparatus "eet condition rated poor to critical (see 
accompanying graphic). 

!e department currently has just three full-time employees (ESCI recom-
mended 5). 

With #ve, Russell said that a$ords BFD to go to a shift schedule, which 
would guarantee a response to every call. 

!ere have been a half-dozen instances over the past two years, he said, 
where volunteers have been stranded at the #rehouse because an engine 
driver/operator wasn’t available. 

As Bishop Councilman Stephen Muchovej said, in recent years, department 
needs have outgrown the agreement (between the City and the Rural FPD). 

“!e issue is level of service and who pays how much.” 
We’re living o$ property taxes, and that funding [increase] is incremental, 

said Commissioner Gavin Delmas. 
“You need a tax measure,” chimed in Councilmember Karen Schwartz. 
But a tax measure doesn’t address the fundamental inequality of certain 

communities using services without paying. 
Part of the motivation may be this: if you enlarge the district boundaries to 

include outlying communities, guaranteed #re coverage may have the unin-
tended consequence of allowing large tracts of land within these communi-
ties (think Starlite) to be subdivided and developed. 

Schwartz is correct in that a tax measure is still appropriate given skyrocket-
ing costs since the pandemic.

!e short-term #x discussed at Monday’s meeting would be having outlying 
districts contract with the City of Bishop for #re services. !e Rovana model. 

One bright spot. In the recent bill that reopened the federal government 
back up, there is an earmark for a new ladder truck for the Bishop Fire De-
partment. 

A parting gift from Congressman Kevin Kiley before he is redistricted. 
A new 105’ ladder truck (to replace the current 75’ one) will cost approxi-

mately $1.7 million. 
!e earmark is for about 75% of that. 

Pack Fire

Multiple residents reported the Pack Fire started Wednesday night, Nov. 12, 
in the vicinity of McGee Creek Campground. !e U.S. Forest Service (USFS) 
allegedly thought the #re had gone out, but the "ames exploded due to heavy 
winds on !ursday morning, according to several residents. 

Fire alert websites reported a #ve acre large vegetation #re at McGee Creek 
Road northwest of Crowley Lake at 11 a.m.. Fifteen minutes later, law en-
forcement began a full evacuation of the Crowley Lake and McGee commu-
nities, and Benton Crossing Road an hour later. Highway 395 was shut down 
north and south from Benton Crossing Road to Rock Creek Road. 

When the #re jumped 395 at 12:41 p.m.and began burning north on the 
west side of Crowley Lake, the Highway’s closure extended from Tom’s Place 
to Benton Crossing Road. Drivers were forced to use Highway 6 as a detour. 
By 2 p.m., the #re was estimated to be 1,000 acres.

McGee Trailer Park began to burn at 2 p.m.. !e Sheet has con#rmed six 
residential home losses in McGee. Mammoth Lakes Middle School and the 
Tri-County Fairgrounds were designated as evacuation shelters.

Air tankers were called o$ due to heavy winds, reported to be 12-16 miles 
per hour from the south, with gusts up to 24 mph. 

If you ever questioned the skill of Vons shoppers wheeling carts inside the store, just con-
sider the navigational skills demonstrated outside the store. Send your favorite parking shots 
to Lunch - it’s a current obsession.



MAMMOTH TEAM 
MEMBERS DISCOUNTS
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LETTERS
27.7% markup

To the Editor:

Yea TBID! Yea TOT! Make them 
!atlanders pay!

In the meantime: I just paid a hotel 
bill in San Diego. In addition to the 
$650 room charge:

 
-$85 for a "room occupancy tax"
-$13 for a "room San Diego tourism 

assessment"
-$2 for a "room CA travel tourism 

assessment"
-$70 for a "transient resort experi-

ence fee"

-$9 for a "transient res fee - OCC 
tax"

-$1 for a "transient res fee - SD tour-
ism assessment"

For those of you keeping score, that 
is SIX taxes totalling $180 over and 
above the room rate.

"is is immoral. "is is California. 
"e only "winners" are those who 
never travel outside Mammoth.

Modern America is one big onanis-
tic circle jerk.

John Rogitz
Mammoth Lakes

Build-to-suit would fit the bill 

Dear Editor,
 

In the wake (no pun intended?) of the 
city's plans to tear down the Bishop Area 
Chamber of Commerce and Visitors' 
Center, and with the announcement of 
the Chamber's purchase of a replace-
ment property on South Main Street, is a 
reconciliation still possible? I hope so. 

I'd like to see a "build-to-suit" project 
where the Chamber would reoccupy the 
site in a brand new spi#y A-frame. 

Why? Because I fear "e Chamber will 
most likely $nd its new location a poor 
choice, due to lack of good street parking 
and no bus parking and no public rest-
rooms which the Bishop Lions Club built 
at its current site many years back.

"e Chamber will possibly enjoy some 
appreciation in the value of its new real 
estate over the next 2 or 3 years while 
plans could be drawn for a new A-frame 
and cost-engineered for favorable long-
term lease terms and conditions such 
that the Chamber could reinvest what it 
placed into the building on South Main, 
as well as any incremental value gained 
from appreciation, and use that to so-
lidify a new foundation back at City Park, 
and regain its position acrposs the street 
from Schat's Bakkery's International 
tourist draw of seasonal $shing, skiing, 
hiking and bouldering a$cionados. Or 
a$cianadas!

"e current location is walking dis-
tance to almost everything of interest to 

tourists and locals alike. And a park runs 
through it! With picnic facility, a handy 
Christmas tree, boulders for kids to 
clamber on, and a great site for pancake 
breakfasts and fall colors cars shows 
and art festivals, and ballgames nearby, 
and even a city swimming pool! And a 
gazebo for the community band provid-
ing concerts and drawing "hundreds" on 
summer evenings. 

Creative minds and a happy healthy 
supportive city council and community 
spirit and fundraising campaign, and 
maybe even TBID dollars from the motel 
and possibly restaurant contingent to 
help pay the rent and utilities in future, 
and maybe even Mammoth Mountain 
and Bishop airport $nancial support, 
could be organized and administered 
to bring the Chamber back to its right-
ful and proper location in the heart of 
Bishop's downtown. And it could can-
tilever cleverly over Bishop Creek with 
windows to view trout and browns and 
ducks! What a draw!  What a concept!  
What a dream!

And what a great chance to put up a 
new Welcome to Bishop sign where it 
could be seen and enjoyed and pre-
served!

With any luck the "rumor" that the city 
has other plans for the current A-frame 
site can be set aside and progress could 
begin to negotiate a build-to-suit for the 
Chamber.

Stan Smith
Bishop

BINGO 
NIGHT
Not Your Grandma’s

Tuesday Nov 18th  
at The Eatery  
Mammoth Brewing Company

  
Bingo registration starts at 5 pm
First BINGO game at 6:00 pm

This month’s proceeds go to:  Rhiannon’s Kids
mammothhospitalfoundation.com/rhiannons-kids

winnings galore!

Presented by

CHILDREN & YOUTH
Winter Clothing Drive
NOVEMBER 15 – DECEMBER 15, 2025

Help keep Mono County youth warm this winter!

 We’re collecting new or gently used cold-weather

clothing and gear in children and youth sizes, including:

snow jackets, parkas, snow pants, boots, thermal

layers, sweaters, gloves, and beanies.

MONO COUNTY

Office of Education

%HQWRQ /LEUDU\
%ULGJHSRUW /LEUDU\
CROHYLOOH /LEUDU\
CURZOH\ /DNH /LEUDU\
-XQH /DNH /LEUDU\
/HH 9LQLQJ /LEUDU\
MDPPRWK /DNHV /LEUDU\

DROP OFF LOCATIONS  
(DURING OPEN HOURS):

This countywide effort is organized by the Mono County Office of Education and 
led by Kevin Lian,  klian@monocoe.org, (760) 934-0031
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By Libre

LOCAL NEWS
MONEY FLIES! 

KEEP YOUR 
CARE LOCAL

No need to travel - we bring expert care to you.

Cardiology - Heart Care and Prevention
Dermatology - Skin Checks and Treatments

ENT (Otolaryngology) - Ear, Nose and Throat Care
Neurology - Brain and Nerve Health

Pulmonology  - Lung and Breathing Health
Rheumatology - Joint and Autoimmune Care

Urology - Bladder and Kidney Health

Call or text 760.924.4102 to schedule an appointment.
www.mammothhospital.com

OUR VISITING SPECIALTIES INCLUDE:

This winter, United Airlines will 
add three to four additional !ights 
per week from the Bishop Airport, 

totaling 79 extra !ights over the course of 
the four-month winter season.

"is increase in !ights will make it 
easier for locals and visitors to travel to 
and from the area, which otherwise lacks 
a commercial airport within 150 miles 
and does not o#er commercial !ights 
during the o# seasons.

Inyo County is working toward year-
round commerical !ights, but according 
to Mammoth Lakes Tourism (MLT) CEO 
John Urdi, this would be costly and may 
not be feasible.

Both United Airlines and Advanced 
Air, a seasonal charter service based out 
of Mammoth Airport, rely on a Mini-
mum Revenue Guarantee (MRG). "is 
$nancial safety net ensures the airlines 
are guaranteed a speci$ed amount of 
revenue, even if ticket sales don’t meet 
expectations.

“"e airlines are concerned that they 
can provide the service and lose a ton of 
money,” Ashely Helms, Inyo County Pub-
lic Works Deputy Director, told the Sheet 
on Wednesday.

Each year, that shortfall is covered by 
a partnership between MLT, the Town of 
Mammoth Lakes (TOML), Inyo County, 
and Mammoth Mountain Ski Area 

(MMSA). Inyo County does not contrib-
ute to the Advanced Air MRGs because 
its !ights do not !y in or out of Bishop.

In the past, MLT has contracted 
directly with the airlines. MLT then 
makes yearly “cautionary agreements,” 
Helms said, with TOML, Inyo County, 
and MMSA for reimbursement. But last 
February, the four parties joined together 
to draft a new, consolidated cost sharing 
agreement for Bishop Regional Airport 
to distribute United’s MRG costs and 
establish funding caps for the contribut-
ing parties.

"e goal of this initial document was 
three fold: to work towards providing 
year-round air service in Bishop, to pro-
vide transparency by stating how much 
each entity is paying, and to create a 
longer-term agreement, rather than year-
to-year deals.

In October, Helms presented a $-
nal version of this contract to the Inyo 
County Board of Supervisors.

Under the agreement, MLT will 
contribute up to $1.75 million annu-
ally, mainly from TBID revenue, while 
Inyo County and TOML will each pay 
up to $200,000 from general funds. Any 
remaining costs beyond these amounts 
will be the responsibility of MMSA, with 
no cap on its contribution.

"is is largely in line with the previous 

funding structure, but the consolidated 
contract allows for better interagency 
communication and transparency.

“Some years [MMSA] can pay nothing. 
Others it can be three to four million,” 
Urdi said.

"e Inyo County Board of Supervisors 
approved the contract on Oct. 21, and 
MLT and MMSA approved it soon after. 
"e Mammoth Lakes Council is agen-
dized to consider the item next Wednes-
day night, and if it passes, the MRG 
contract change will be set into motion.

"e airlines do not publicly disclose 
the monetary value of their MRGs, but 
"e Sheet estimates the United MRGs 
range from $2-3 million every year.

“United is a private company. "ey 
don’t even like me talking about this,” 
Urdi said. 

Inyo County Supervisor Jen Roeser 
supported the motion, but asked sta# to 
include an itemized report of how much 
the other agencies were billed for in-
voices going forward. “We need to $gure 
out a way to pay the minimum amount 
we can,” she said.

"e contract also noted the “parties’ 
desire for year-round air service to be 
provided at Bishop Airport,” but stated 
the document must be reviewed before 
any expansion such as new routes or 
more !ights.

“Year-round is really tough, we don’t 
have the population base to $ll the seats,” 
Urdi said. “Instead we’ll likely beef up the 
winter capacity.”

“We’ll likely see an expansion of !ights 
into the shoulder seasons next year,” 
Helms said. She disagreed with Urdi 
–– she does think year-round air service 
is possible –– but she’s not exactly sure 
when these !ights would be scheduled.

United currently o#ers twice-daily 
summer !ights from Bishop to Denver 
and San Francisco, while Advanced Air, a 
private charter airline, !ies from Mam-
moth Yosemite Airport to Carlsbad and 
Hawthorne-LA from "ursday through 
Sunday.

"is winter, United will resume !ights 
to San Francisco on Dec. 11 and to Den-
ver on Dec. 18. Advanced Air will restart 
its seasonal service to both Hawthorne 
and Carlsbad on Wednesday, Nov. 26, 
just in time for "anksgiving.

In the future, Bishop municipal airport 
could o#er American Air !ights to Dallas 
and Delta !ights to Salt Lake City. But for 
now, Urdi is encouraged by the relation-
ship with United.

“"e support from United going into 
this winter is huge.”
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SNAPPING BACK
By Fisher

MLFPD 
continued from page 1

LE 

!re, the district must bring 26-28 !re!ght-
ers, and 43 !re!ghters minimum if the 
!re occurs at a high-risk location like a 
school.

California’s statewide mutual aid pact 
ensures that !re crews from other dis-
tricts can assist during major !res outside 
their districts, but the local !re district is 
the !rst and most essential line of defense 
in emergencies.

Beyond !re protection, !re!ghters also 
respond to a wide range of emergencies, 
including medical aid, tra"c accidents, 
locked doors, and fuel leaks.

To meet the NFPA recommended 
response times, MLFPD requires its 
employees to live within seven minutes 
of driving time to ensure a rapid response 
to emergencies. But Tomaier said this has 
become increasingly di"cult to achieve.

“When I started as Fire Chief, we actu-
ally had !ve people living in their cars for 
various reasons,” Tomaier shared. “We’re 
trying to address that and make sure 
the district has the personnel it needs to 
respond to incidents.”

In the meantime, the District is working 
on developing other housing programs, 
including a down payment assistance 
program. It owns a parcel at the corner 
of Joaquin and Dorrance Roads, which 
could potentially be developed into nine 
duplexes. However, Tomaier noted that 
building on that land would be sig-
ni!cantly more expensive compared to 
purchasing existing real estate.

#e PEDC did not deliberate on the 
issue and passed it within 15 minutes 
of bringing it forward. After the vote, 
Commission Chair Michael Vanderhurst 
expressed his admiration for the District’s 
initiative.

“Way to set the precedent for taking 
care of your own and taking care of this 
community,” he said. 

“#is is not a sel!sh act by the District. 
#is is something that will bene!t all of 
us.”

Now that the government has 
reopened, Inyo County decided 
not to proceed with allocating 

funds to supplement CalFresh (Califor-
nia’s version of SNAP) bene!ts despite 
securing funds to do so.

At the start of the month, the Trump 
administration halted SNAP funding 
due to the federal government shut-
down, leaving millions of Americans 
without food assistance. In response, 
states began litigating the suspension, 
which led California Governor Gavin 
Newsom to authorize the immediate 
release of 100% of SNAP funding last 
#ursday.

On Tuesday, the Supreme Court 
declined to intervene and order the 
government to fully restore bene!ts. 
However, the Court refrained from 
addressing whether lower courts were 
right in their decisions. It did not clarify 
when millions of Americans would 
receive their bene!ts.

Amid the federal confusion, Mono 
County, in partnership with the Town 
of Mammoth Lakes, allocated a total 

of $200,000 toward providing grocery 
cards to CalFresh households and 
strengthening food banks and other 
local food assistance programs. After 
serving 35 households, it paused the 
program last #ursday after Newsom’s 
announcement.

“While we understand Congress may 
soon reach an agreement to end the 
shutdown, we are incredibly grateful 
to have these emergency resources 
available should they be needed again – 
particularly if the shutdown is not fully 
resolved when December bene!ts are 
scheduled to be issued,” Mono County 
stated in a press release Wednesday.

Inyo County, meanwhile, silently 
secured a $20,000 grant from Southern 
California Edison through the Eastern 
Sierra Foundation, but did not deploy 
the funds. #e County has no plans to 
use them now that bene!ts appear to 
be reinstated, Inyo County Supervisor 
Je$ Gri"ths said.

“It’s all up in the air because the 
bene!ts are restored,” Gri"ths said 
Wednesday. “#is all happened very 
quickly.”

County supervisors were briefed by 
Anna Scott, Inyo County Health and 
Human Services director, at their Oct. 
23 meeting on the potential shut-o$ of 
SNAP funds. According to Scott, about 
2,087 residents recieve SNAP bene!ts.

With the funds sitting idle, Inyo 
County is now loosely considering re-
appropriating them for other assistance 
programs.

“#ese funds were intended for 
those who were losing their bene!ts,” 
Gri"ths explained. “If we use them 
for something else, we would need to 
get approval from Southern California 
Edison.”

According to Scott, the funds could 
still be directed to their original pur-
pose if SNAP is suspended again in the 
coming months.

“We’re trying to determine whether 
we’ll continue facing challenges with 
SNAP,” Scott said. “At this point, all 
SNAP bene!ts for November have been 
fully issued to eligible recipients, so 
we’re not planning to implement any 
alternative solutions right now.”

#ere is no time restriction for when 
the SCE funds would need to be al-
located, Gri"ths said, so they could be 
sitting for a while.

Meanwhile, as CalFresh families went 
without bene!ts for two weeks, Inyo 
County did not organize food drives 
or establish new food banks, as Mono 
County did. Instead, Inyo County re-
ferred those in need to existing resourc-
es, primarily the Inyo Mono Advocates 
for Community Action (IMACA) Food 
Resources.

“[Families a$ected by the bene!t sus-
pension] have indicated that they have 
enough resources to meet their needs,” 
Scott noted. “I haven’t heard anything 
di$erent at this point.”

All other programs administered by 
Inyo County Health and Human Ser-
vices are fully funded through at least 
the end of December.

“We’re not worried right now, but we 
are certainly monitoring the situation at 
the federal level closely,” Scott said.
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GAYLA’S GALLERY
PHOTOS: GAYLA WOLFCELEBRATING VETERANS’ DAY IN BISHOP

THE GREAT 
AMERICAN 
SMOKEOUT

Kick it for you. 
Kick it for life.

Presented by Mono County Public Health

You don’t have to quit alone. Kick It  
California offers free, confidential 
coaching and resources to help you  
quit for good.

Every year, the Great American 
Smokeout encourages people 
across the country to quit 
tobacco for good. Whether 
you smoke, vape, or use other 
nicotine products, today is the 
perfect day to start your quit 
journey. Commercial tobacco 
use remains the leading cause 

of preventable disease and 
death in the United States. But 
quitting — even after years 
of use — has immediate and 
lasting benefits. You’ll breathe 
easier, your sense of taste and 
smell will improve, and you’ll 
lower your risk for cancer, heart 
disease, and other illnesses.

Free Quit Support from  
Kick It California 
English:
Call 1-800-300-8086
Text “Quit Smoking”  
or “Quit Vaping” to 66819
Visit www.kickitca.org

This November 20, take the 
first step toward freedom 
from commercial tobacco 
and nicotine.

Save money. Live 
longer. Feel better.
 

CAREERS AT MAMMOTH HOSPITAL
Where Passion Meets Purpose

Openings at MammothHospital.com      |

Success Sharing Incentive Program  •  Staff Development Programs
Generous Retirement Match and PTO Accrual

PRESCHOOL/ASSOCIATE TEACHER 
(Per Diem and Full-Time)

MAINTENANCE TECHNICIAN
(Per Diem)

HOUSEKEEPER/ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES TECHNICIAN 

REGISTERED NURSE - PEDIATRICS

NOW HIRING!

For questions, please email hr@mammothhospital.com

Benefi ts available to full-time 
employees only. Per diem roles are 

eligible for a 16% differential.

(Full-Time)

(Per Diem)
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Steven Orihuela

LOCAL BRIEFS

We have a solution for you.

Mammoth HOA 
members, has your 
earthquake coverage 
been cancelled? 

Eric Olson- Broker/Owner, Lic# 0783148
Alicia Olson- Broker/Owner, Lic# 0i19200
info@mammothinsurance.com, 625 Old Mammoth Rd, Suite 204
760-934-2200 • MammothInsurance.com

All’s Fair for Orihuela

Steven Orihuela, of Bishop, has been 
appointed by Gov. Gavin Newsom to 
the 18th District Agricultural Asso-
ciation Eastern Sierra Tri County Fair 
Board, the governor’s o!ce recently 
announced.

 Orihuela has been Tribal Chairman 
at Bishop Paiute Tribal Council since 
2024. He has held multiple positions 
with the Tribal Council since 2020, 
including Secretary and Treasurer. He 
held several positions at the Bishop 
Paiute Tribe from 2018 to 2020, includ-
ing Chief Operations O!cer of Tribal 
Administration and Water Quality Spe-
cialist of Environmental Management 
O!ce. Orihuela has been Chairman of 
Owens Valley Board of Trustees. 

“My journey has always centered on 
building partnerships, fostering oppor-
tunity, and strengthening our connec-
tions throughout the Eastern Sierra,” 
Orihuela posted on social media. “I’m 
grateful for this opportunity to continue 
serving our region and representing the 
nüümü perspective in this capacity.”

Orihuela earned a Master of Business 
Administration degree from the Univer-
sity of Arizona after earning a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in Environmental Studies 
from Fort Lewis College. 

#e position on the Tri-County Fair 
Board does not require California 
Senate con$rmation and there is no 
compensation. Orihuela is registered 
without party preference.

Sharp Pencil Punctures Big Numbers 
 

#at’s quite a pencil wielded by Nora 
Gamino, City of Bishop public works 
director. 

#e wielding was done at a recent city 
council meeting. 

After an eye-raising initial estimate 
of the long-term costs of water system 
improvements, Gamino said she took 
“a hard, hard look” at the initial list of 
projects. #en she “sharpened my pen-
cil” and went through the list with an 
eye to deferring some less critical work. 
She came up with about $1.5 million 
worth of work that could be moved a tad 
further into the future. 

An example was holding o% on re-

placing 4-inch water pipe with 8-inch, 
she said. 

Gamino said the “feedback” the city 
received after revealing potentially 
massive rate hikes for water and sewer 
was taken into account when paring the 
wish list. 

#e new water capital improvement 
plan anticipates $14.1 million worth of 
improvements to the city water system 
over the next $ve years. Water rate rev-
enue will pay for roughly $3.5 million, 
with grants and loans covering about 
$10.6 million. 

#e sewer capital improvement plan 
was basically unchanged, Gamino said. 
Over the next $ve years, the city sewer 
system will get about $9.8 million worth 
of upgrades. Rate revenue will cover 
about $2 million of those costs with $7.8 
covered by grants, such as USDA Rural 
Development grants. 

MMSA Pushes Opening Day

Mammoth Mountain Ski Area 
(MMSA) o!cially pushed back its open-
ing day on Tuesday, and again #urs-
day. MMSA was scheduled to open on 
Friday, and now it promises to open as 
soon as conditions allow.

In the weeks leading up to the post-
ponement, temperatures remained 
relatively high in Mammoth Lakes, with 
daytime temperatures reaching 60 de-
grees leading up to the announcement.

A promising storm was forecast to hit 
the region late Wednesday and continue 

through Friday, which led MMSA to 
remain hopeful of a snowy opening day 
Saturday. #e storm had not delivered 
by #ursday midday, prompting MMSA 
to delay opening day inde$nitely.
 
Plane Crash Kills Two, Injures One

On Tuesday, the Inyo County Sheri% 
Department located a small missing 
aircraft in which two people were killed 
and one was injured when it crashed 
late Monday.

#e plane had taken o% from the 
Bishop airport around 9 p.m. and lost all 
contact shortly after departure, accord-
ing to the Inyo County Sheri% ’s O!ce. 

#e Civil Air Patrol then initiated 
search e%orts, and a Patrol aircraft 
located the wreckage around 6 a.m. 
Tuesday near Black Canyon Road. Inyo 
County Search and Rescue teams were 
activated soon after, with a California 
Highway Patrol helicopter bringing a 
medically trained responder to the site.

When rescuers reached the scene 
shortly after 9 a.m., two people were 
found dead, and one survivor was 
discovered with serious injuries. #e 
survivor was airlifted to the Bishop 
airport and met by emergency medical 
personnel.

#e names of the victims have not 
been released pending noti$cation of 
relatives. #e aircraft’s disappearance 
triggered a multistate response involv-
ing the Federal Aviation Administration, 
the Civil Air Patrol and the CHP. 



By Lunch 

Stephen Ingram’s view of Tom from his back porch. 

36 VIEWS OF MOUNT TOM
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OFF THE SLOPES

Ted and Tammy Dardzinski, internationally 
recognized strength and conditioning specialists, 
have brought their combined 70 years of  experience 
and knowledge to Mammoth Lakes with their 
world-class training center, TEDD High Altitude 
Longevity Training Center (TEDD Fitness). The 
TEDD training center is among the first of  its kind 
in the US to focus on older athletes and longevity. 
TEDD is a gym specifically designed for those over 
40 years of  age. It is important to note that the 
methods utilized at TEDD have evolved over many 
years of  practical, hands-on experience. Every 
piece of  world-class equipment has been specifically 
and carefully selected for individuals with multiple 
physical issues, including new joints, back problems, 
and years of  compensation and wear-and-tear. 
This center isn’t a health club designed to sell 
memberships and cater to a younger crowd; it’s a 
hybrid. It is not merely a restorative center; it is an 
innovative program that integrates the science of  
longevity and health span with sports strength and 

conditioning. The TEDD focus is on reconditioning 
and transforming older bodies into rejuvenated and 
youthful versions by using advanced techniques. 

As for the owners, Ted and Tammy, you couldn’t 
ask for two more experienced and knowledgeable 
coaches. Their careers span over decades and include 
extensive training and teaching in neuromuscular 
re-education and active nervous system recruitment 
(The Dardzinski Method). Ted and Tammy were 
pioneers in spinal cord injury recovery, founding and 
growing Project Walk Spinal Cord Injury Recovery 
Center into facilities all over the world. They have 
been interviewed on TV and in print highlighting 
their successes. Researchers from all over the world 
visited their corporate center in Carlsbad, CA to 
observe and learn The Dardzinski Method. Once, 
during a national television broadcast, Anderson 
Cooper inquired if  Ted possessed expertise akin to 
that of  a witch doctor due to the remarkable results 
he was achieving. 

The results garnered by the Dardzinski’s continue 
to generate discussion. Over the years, Ted and 
Tammy have focused their extensive experience 
and knowledge of  the body into longevity training. 
And now, they are offering the TEDD program 
to Mammoth! Clients who have consistently 
participated in the TEDD training program have 
experienced significant transformations. Individuals 
in their 70s have regained athletic abilities 
comparable to those a decade younger; chronic pain 
issues have been resolved; and their bodies exhibit 
better mobility than 90% of  their peers. 

You owe it to yourself  to visit the TEDD High Altitude 
Longevity Training Center. See firsthand how it can 
benefit you and help you achieve a longer, healthier, 
happier, more functional health span.

World-Class  
Longevity Training 

Contact Ted today for a tour of the center  
and a free consultation. TEDD is located:
Outpost Mall, 126 Old Mammoth Rd. 
760.716.8773  |  info@teddski.com

Available right here in Mammoth Lakes!

When I lived in Swall Meadows, 
the right-hand picture win-
dow at the front of my house 

(which kind of jutted out like the bow of 
a ship) faced Mount Tom. And I found 
myself looking at Tom. A lot. And think-
ing that the hoi polloi had it all wrong. 
!at Tom was the California mountain 
- even if it surrendered a few hundred 
feet to Whitney (13,658’ vs. 14,505’), or 
didn’t have the biographical story of 
Morrison. 

And if not for the Round Fire, I’d still 
be looking down valley, south towards 
Tom. My favorite view. 

Instead, I look westward at it every 
day from the trails cutting through the 
sagebrush o" Reata Rd. In Bishop. 

But for sure, I have a good, long look 
at Tom at least once a day. 

So imagine my delight at the publica-
tion of Stephen Ingram’s new co"ee 
table book, “!irty-Six Views of Mount 
Tom.” 

Ingram lived down the street from me 
in Swall and also lost his home in the 
Round Fire but has built a lovely home 
in its stead. 

!ough in his essay about the Round 
Fire which appears in the book, the 
understated Ingram doesn’t mention his 
loss. 

I visited Stephen last week to get a #rst 

look at the book and to talk about his 
inspiration for it. 

… Which are the Japanese artist Hoku-
sai’s “36 Views of Mount Fuji” as well as 
the collaborations of Poet Gary Snyder 
and Wood-Cut Artist Tom Killion, who 
published both “!e High Sierra of Cali-
fornia” and “Tamalpais Walking.”  

!e when of Ingram’s inspiration? Fall 
2003. 

Why did it take so long to come 
together? !e better question might be, 
how did you get it done so quickly? 

As Ingram writes in essay #2 (there’s 
an essay accompanying every photo-
graph, or ‘view’), “!e mind-boggling 
timeline from the formation of the Sierra 

Nevada Batholith - the Sierra’s granitic 
core - to its current shape stretches over 
300 million years.” 

So 22 years to #nish the book is quite 
speedy. 

!e research and writing took him the 
most time. As for the photos, they came 
incrementally. Good ones replaced by 
better ones over the years. 

Reminiscent of Neil Young writing 
126 verses for “Sugar Mountain,” before 
ultimately choosing four to include. 

Ingram’s favorite shot to get? !at 
appears on page 36 (essay #13), the 
product of a solo backpack 10 miles in to 
the headwaters of Pine Creek. 

In terms of help in putting Ingram’s 
self-published book together, he as-
sembled a whole lot of pros to make it 
happen. 

Joe Reidhead essentially served as edi-
tor/designer. Wife Karen Ferrell-Ingram 
(Fmr. Eastern Sierra Land Trust Exec. 
Director, English major and avid reader), 
Sally Gaines and Robin Morning helped 
with copy-editing and structure. 

Renowned geologist Allen Glazner 
shepherded Stephen through the 
subject matter in the opening “physical 
setting” section. 

As for Stephen, the book served as 
an excuse to appear productive to the 
larger world while he indulged in a pas-

sion project. 
Fortunately for us, Ingram’s passion 

is backed by a boatload of insight and 
talent. 

He’ll be appearing at a book release 
party at C5 Studios in Bishop on Novem-
ber 21 from 5-6:30 p.m. !at event will 
feature a slideshow and talk. 

!e book goes on sale to the general 
public on November 22. Look for it at 
Spellbinder Books in Bishop and at the 
Booky Joint in Mammoth.



40 YEARS!40 YEARS!40 YEARS!
C!e C"ebr#e

WE'RE HONORED TO BE MAMMOTH'S LOCAL 
FAVORITE FOR THE PAST 4 DECADES!!

Join us the weekend of November 15TH as we celebrate forty years of 
great food, friendly faces, and unforgettable memories. Enjoy  food and 

drink specials with old and new friends!

271 Old Mammoth Rd, Mammoth Lakes, CA   |   (760) 934-3667   | robertoscafe
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By Libre

VR Racing Kart – drive it like you stole it!

LET’S TALK
TURKEY
Choose from a variety of festive dinners on Thursday, November 27 
to celebrate the season of thanks—we’ll take care of the dishes.

THANKSGIVING DINNERS AT MAMMOTH

MAMMOTHMOUNTAIN.COM/EVENTS

Step into Mammothland VR and 
you enter a !uorescent-lit future. 
From one purple painted wall 

hangs the word “Trendy” in enor-
mous blocky neon light letters. Other 
similar signs read “Yeah!!!” and “We 
are the party every day!!”

Currently, Mammothland VR boasts 
eleven virtual reality machines, which 
transport the user to a plethora of 
other worlds: a 360 degree skier, a rac-
ing kart, a sniper. Customers pre-load 
money onto a game card which they 
receive from a kiosk in the front of the 
store. "ey then pay $10-25 to play the 
games on the machines, which typi-
cally last 5-10 minutes.

“Usually people spend about a 

hundred dollars or so,” said Mam-
mothland VR employee Leanne 
Paupel in an interview with the Sheet 
on Tuesday.

Mammothland VR “soft opened” 
on Aug. 8. "e operating hours are 
10 a.m. to 10 p.m. daily. Owner Rami 
Akary is planning a “grand opening” 
for sometime before Christmas. His 
business has yet to receive all the ma-
chines he hopes it will have, which he 
says could be as many as 25.

"is Saturday, Akary expects to re-
ceive six more machines, Paupel said. 
"ese could include additional virtual 
reality machines, an air hockey table, 
a vending machine, and a popcorn 
and cotton candy maker.

Akary started the business with the 
intention of giving people something 
to do in the evenings.

He pointed to Mammoth Rock ‘N’ 
Bowl as a business with a similar mis-
sion, supplying people with a mecha-
nism for fun that doesn’t revolve 
around an outdoor adventure.

“[VR] is made for all ages, from 
three year-olds to 100 year-olds,” 
Akary said. Business has been slow 
so far. Like many other businesses in 
town, Mammothland VR has felt the 
economic impacts of shoulder season.

“Nobody is coming to town, it’s not 
the season,” Akary said. “But God will-
ing, we’ll get more business when it 
gets busy.”

Akary emigrated from Syria in 2004, 
when he was 22-years-old. He fol-
lowed his brother to San Fernado, 
Calif. "e pair went on to co-own mul-
tiple businesses, including a gas sta-
tion and a liquor store. Akary brought 
his family to Mammothland VR; his 
cousin, Issa Souki, is the manager.

Akary #rst came to Mammoth Lakes 
in 2016. He currently splits his time 
between Mammoth and San Fernan-
do, where his wife and four-year-old 
child live.

“I fell in love with the town,” he said. 
“Ever since moving from Syria, I’ve 
always loved and built small commu-
nity businesses.”

He hopes to eventually utilize 
Mammothland VR to give back to the 

community. He !oated the idea of 
connecting with di$erent high school 
principals throughout the area, start-
ing with Mammoth and extending 
to June, Lee Vining, and Bishop, and 
supplying the top ten kids in each of 
these schools with a free ticket every 
few months.

“I didn’t really have a good educa-
tion. I didn’t go to college,” Akary said.

But since having a child of his own, 
Akary has placed immense value on 
education. "is hypothetical program 
could create a fun incentive for aca-
demic success.

A shot of the virtual reality sniper machines in the Mammothland VR game room
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By Libre

Shira Dubrovner, Artistic Director 
of the Mammoth Lakes Repertory 
!eater, invited me to watch one of 

the last dress rehearsals of her most re-
cent play, “Clybourne Park” on Wednes-
day night. Armed with my notepad, pen, 
and brilliant friend Gracie, I watched in 
awe for two hours as local actors por-
trayed complex race dynamics. 

!e play takes place in a Chicago 
two-bedroom home, over a period of 50 
years, and deals with the historical issue 
of white "ight and the contemporary 
dilemma of gentri#cation.

In the #rst act, the play is sti$ and 
awkward. I wondered if this was due to 
the uncomfortable subject matter. !e 
play opens with a particularly compel-
ling Russ (Clay Tyson), sitting in his pa-
jamas, listening to jazz on the radio and 
eating an entire carton of neapolitan ice 
cream. It’s 1959 at 4 p.m.

Russ’s painfully well-meaning, "oral 
dress-clad wife, Bev (Marlene Piper) 
walks down the stairs to join him. Bev 
is worried about Russ. She fears he has 
leaned too far into grieving their dead 
son Kenneth (Cam Angwin), who com-
mitted suicide in the house two years 
before. Bev invites Pastor Jim (Kenneth 
Aedwyrd Needham) over to comfort her 
husband. Russ tells the Pastor to go f*ck 
himself.

White couple Russ and Bev are 
moving. All of their things are packed 
in boxes strewn across the "oor. !e 
yellow walls have been stripped of 
photographs, leaving behind grimy 
rectangular outlines. !eir quiet Black 
maid Francine (Sarah Brown) is helping 
Bev move when neighbor Karl (Micheal 
Neal Johnson, an actor from LA) calls 
with some alarming news. !e family 
who bought the house is Black.

!e actors found their stride once 
their characters’ emotions started to 
"y. Karl brings his deaf and pregnant 
wife, Betsy (Gretchen Seibert, whom the 
other characters engage with via dis-
heartening attempts at sign language) 
over to the house and a yelling match 
ensues. Karl is irate.

“!ey eat di$erent food!” Karl shouts. 
!en he brings Francine and her 
husband Albert (Ronnell Hill) into the 
room, and asks them how they would 
feel if a bunch of white people moved 
into their neighborhood.

“Maybe that would be good for you 
guys actually,” Karl says.

Francine turns to her husband Albert 
and says, “!ese people are all crazy.”

!e second act of the play is set in 
2009, at 4 p.m., in the same room of the 
now dilapidated house on Clybourne 
Street. A white couple, Lindsey and 
Steve (played by Johnson and Siebert), 
are tearing the house down.

!ey plan to rebuild it to be 15 feet 
taller, violating historical building 
codes.

!ey’re the #rst white people in 50 
years to move into the geographically 
desirable neighborhood. A Black wom-
an, Lena (Brown, again), backed by her 
husband, Kevin (Hill returns), raises her 
concerns. Every so often Dan (Tyson), a 
handy-man wearing his hat backwards 
and a greasy “Guns and Roses” t-shirt, 
comes in to ask about installing a koi 
pond in the backyard.

Brown and Hill as Lena and Kevin, Act 2.

THE CLYBOURNE IDENTITY

 

50% Sale Extended!

ONE MEMBERSHIP,  
ENDLESS FUN!

ICE RINK POOL REC ZONE

IN-PERSON PURCHASE TO NOVEMBER 14

 MammothParksAndRec.com   •    ParksAndRec@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov   •     760-965-3690

  For more info: Membership.MammothParksAndRec.com

 All Children 17 years and younger  
SKATE, SWIM and PLAY  

. . . FREE . . . 

with two paid adult memberships!

Don’t miss out - get unlimited access to 
Open Skate/Curl at LA Kings Ice Mammoth 

Lakes, Open Swim (including Lap Swim) at the 
Whitmore Pool, and Open Play in summer at 

the Mammoth RecZone. Members also receive 
additional perks including complimentary 

events, rental discounts, and more!

FALL SPECIAL

Purchase your discounted Membership  
in-person only at the NEW Parks and Recreation 
offices, located at the Community Recreation 

Center/LA Kings Ice Mammoth Lakes  
(686 Old Mammoth Road). Monday-Friday, 1pm-5pm.

In this act, the play beautifully high-
lights generational history. Lena’s great 
aunt and her namesake had been a 
little girl when her family moved into 
the house, and Kathy (Marlene Piper), a 
lawyer Steve and Lindsey had hired, was 
the child of pregnant Betsy in the #rst 
act. !rough the characters exchanging 
these details about their own families, 
the audience learns that the white fami-
lies occupying the neighborhood "ed 
when the #rst Black family moved in.

What transpires over the course of the 
much stronger second act is a nail-bit-
ing, excruciating discussion of race and 
gentri#cation. It’s a conversation that 
is applicable today. Siebert is dressed 
in a "owing white shirt and her and 
her husband are both liberal. But when 
her husband tells a racist joke, Lindsey 
exclaims, “half my friends are Black!” 
Steve then asks her to list them.

!e strength of “Clybourne Park” lies 
in its dialogue. Because the play takes 
place in one room, in one house, the 
tensions exist in the conversation. !is 
requires a lot of heavy lifting from the 
actors, who must make all this talking 
feel natural and real.

“It was hard to memorize all the 
lines,” Dubrovner told the Sheet on 
Wednesday. “We had two less weeks 
than I wish we did.”

!e stars of the show were John-
son, and Tyson, who has been acting 
in Mammoth since 2012. Hill, also an 
experienced actor, had moments of bril-
liance, like when he raised one eyebrow 
and said, “we a couple of crackheads 
ourselves.” On the "ip side, it was 
Brown’s #rst time acting, and some-
times, her voice was lost. 

Dubrovner is taking a risk with this 
play. She’s a white woman directing 
a play written by a white man, Bruce 
Norris, about race. I initially questioned 
these ethics, but my friend Gracie posed 
a di$erent perspective. Art is supposed 
to make us think. It is supposed to make 
us feel uncomfortable. In an era of 
woke-ism on the left and Trumpism on 
the right, “Clybourne Park” forces the 
audience to confront their own concep-
tions of race. By bringing the play to 
Mammoth Lakes, Dubrovner opens the 
conversation in our backyard. It’s a risk 
worth taking.

“Clybourne Park” will run for the next 
two weekends.
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calendar of events
BARS & MUSIC
Happy Hour/
!e Liberty Sports Bar and Grill 
Pursuit of Happiness Hour Daily 3-6 
p.m. Live Music. Best viewing spot in 
town for live sports, other than across 
the parking lot @ Main Street Pizza 
and Tap. More Liberty info, see ad p. 6
Outlaw Saloon Happy Hour Monday 
through Friday from 4-6 p.m. More info: 
See ad p. 15. And remember to catch all 
the NFL games right here!
!e Mogul happy hour 5:30-6:30 p.m. in 
the bar. Food and drink specials. 
Main Street Pizza - See ad page 13 for 
details. 
Distant Brewing happy hour Monday-
!ursday from 3-5pm. $1/o" beer/
wine/cider/seltzer/kombucha

Friday, November 14/
1910 Opening Weekend party w/
Spli"ri" & Deviates @ Liberty. Starts 
9:30 p.m. More info: See ad p. 12
“Nexus” Ski Movie Premiere Event at 
Bar Sierra. Doors open 8 p.m., movies 
start 8:45 p.m.

Saturday, November 15/
Pay !e Rent Movie Premiere w/Blind 
Fortune @ Liberty. Starts 9:30 p.m. 
Deep !icket Dwellers performs at C5 
Community Arts Center (210 S Warren 
St. in Bishop). Doors at 6:30, music 
starts 7 p.m. Cost $20-30, donation-
based. Tix: c5studios.org.

Sunday, November 16/
!e Midwatch plays Distant. Come 
for a genre blending of jazz, pop and 
classic rock. Time: 7-9 p.m.

Thursday, November 20/ 
Cassie Dunn plays Distant. Time: 6:30-
8:30 p.m.

UPCOMING

TOWN STUFF

m a m m o t h

GEAR
EXCHANGE

106 S. Main St., Bishop (760) 873-4300

TOWN STUFF

SIERRA 
ELECTRIC

760-920-3547
LIC#  923994

Sean Flavin, Owner

TOWN STUFF
Friday, November 14/
Mono County Behavioral Health 
holds a mental health #rst aid training 
from 1-4 p.m. Location: Civic Center, 
Mono Lake Room, 1290 Tavern Road, 
Mammoth Lakes CA. 
Bishop Bronco Football hosts a 
quarter#nal CIF playo" game v. 
Cabrillo High School (Lompoc). Time: 
6 p.m. 

November 14-23/
Mammoth Lakes Repertory 
!eatre presents “Clybourne Park.” 
Showtimes Friday & Saturday 7 p.m., 
Sunday 4 p.m. in the Mammoth High 
School MPR. Tix: mammothlakesrep.
org. More info: See ad p. 19

Saturday, November 15/ 
Wildlife Tracking Workshop with 
tracker and mountain lion researcher 
Phil Johnston. Come learn to track 
and indentify signs of Eastern 
Sierra wildlife. Time: 9 a.m. - 2:30 
p.m. Location: TBA. More info and 
registration: eslt.org.

Monday, November 17/
!e Inyo Associates meet at the 
Legion Hall in Independence, courtesy 
of the Indy Civic Club. 5:30 p.m. 
social and 6:30 p.m. dinner by Ellen 
Harrison. $25. 

Tuesday, November 18/
Not Your Grandma’s Bingo 
Night from  6-8 p.m in the Eatery 
at Mammoth Brewing to bene#t 
Rhiannon’s Kids.
Mono County Board of Supervisors 
meets 9 a.m. Location: Mono Lake 

Tuesday, November 18 (cont.)/
Room @ the County Civic Center in 
Mammoth.
Inyo County Supervisors meet 10 
a.m. in Independence and online at 
inyocounty.us.gov.
Mammoth Lakes Chamber Business 
After Hours mixer. Time: 5-7 p.m. 
Location: A Better Fireplace showroom 
on Center Street. 
Eastern Sierra Strummers 
(community ukulele group) meets. 
More info: See ad this page. 

Wednesday, November 19/
Mammoth Lakes Tourism 
Board meets 1 p.m. in Suite Z in 
the Minaret Mall and online at 
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov. 
Mammoth Lakes Town Council meets 
4 p.m. in Suite Z in the Minaret Mall 
and online at townofmammothlakes.
ca.gov.
Great Basin Water Justice Summit, 
featuring a presentation by the Owens 
Valley Indian Water Commission, 
“Collaborating in Payahuunadu: 
Creating Pathways for a Healthy 
Homeland” online from 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
Register at bit.ly/GBWJS2025.
Northern Inyo Hospital Board meets 
from 5-8 p.m. Location: Birch Street 
Annex in Bishop or online at nih.org/
events. 

Thursday, November 20/ 
Mono County EDTFC special 
meeting 10 a.m. Location: Lee Vining 
Community Center and online at 
monocounty.zoom.us.
Mountain#lm On Tour partners with 
Sierra Forever. Come for an evening of 
awe-inspiring, adventure packed #lms. 
Time: 6:30-9 p.m. Location: Bishop 
Twin !eatre.

Thursday, November 20 (cont.)/ 
Art + Wine: Out of O$ce hosted 
by Mono Arts Council @ Outboud. 
Join for an evening with local artist 
Annemarie Hall. Time: 5:30-8:30 p.m. 
$$$.

Friday, November 21/
Book Release: Stephen Ingram “36 
Views of Mount Tom.” Slideshow and 
talk @C5 Community Arts Center (210 
S Warren St. in Bishop). Time: 5-6:30 
p.m. For more info, see pro!le pg. 10. 

Saturday, November 22/
Chilly Nights, Warm Delights Art 
Walk starts at C5 Studios (210 S. 
Warren St. in Bishop). Time: 5:30-8 
p.m. 
Snow and Avalanche Workshop 
with the Eastern Sierra Avalanche 
Center (ESAC). Time: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Location: 
Eagle Lodge in Mammoth. Info: 
esavalanche.org 
Season Kicko" and Fundraiser for 
ESAC. $30 entry. Doors 5 p.m., event 7 
p.m. Info: esavalanche.org 

BLJ
Thursday, November 27/
11th Annual Footloose Turkey Trot. 
Starts 9 a.m. Race-day registration @ 
7:30 a.m. Location: Mammoth Creek 
Park. 

Friday, November 28/
Holiday Tree Lighting in the Village at 
Mammoth. Time: 5-7 p.m.



               NO CLASS-IFIEDS 

Elevate Your Career At Mammoth Hos-
pital! We have an immediate need for the 
following positions:

· Preschool/Associate Teacher
· Maintenance Technician
· Housekeeper
· Environmenmtal Services Tech
· Registered Nurse - Pediatrics

Mammoth Hospital o!ers; success shar-
ing incentives program; sta! development 
program; generous retirement match and 
PTO Accrual.

For questions, please email hr@mam-
moth. To view more positions and apply, 
pls.visit www.mammothhospital.org/jobs

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Reservations Desk Clerk immediate 
opening at the Double Eagle Resort and 
Spa in June Lake CA (20 min from mam-
moth).  Must have excellent customer ser-
vice and computer skills.  Full or part time, 
health bene"ts, "tness membership and 
PTO.  Great place to work! Email Lodging@
doubleeagle.com 

Creekside Spa and Fitness Desk at the 
Double Eagle Resort and Spa, immedi-
ate opening for enthusiast team member.  
Help in creating a wonderful experience 
for our spa and "tness center guests. Cus-
tomer service, computer, cleaning, food 
service.  Full or part time, health bene"ts, 
"tness membership and PTO.  Great place 
to work!  Email Lodging@doubleeagle.com

Restaurant Server for Eagles Landing 
Restaurant at the popular Double Eagle 
Resort and Spa in June Lake CA.  Experi-
ence in restaurant service, computers and 
working as team member are essential.  

Help Wanted

Sweetwater Plumbing Inc. FT position 
for Journeyman Plumber and/or Appren-
tice Plumber. Full Bene"ts. Job is located 
in Mammoth Lakes. Contact 760-914-1266 
info@sweetwaterplumbing.com
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Help Wanted
Full and part time available, health ben-
e"ts, "tness membership and PTO.  Great 
place to work. Email Lodging@doubleea-
gle.com

Restaurant bartender for Eagle’s Land-
ing Restaurant at the popular Double 
Eagle Resort and Spa. Experience in restau-
rant bartending, computers and working 
as a team member are essential. FT and 
PT work available. Health bene"ts, "tness 
membership, PTO. Great place to work. 
Email Lodging@doubleeagle.com

Cooks and Prep Cooks jobs available at 
the famous Eagles Landing Restaurant in 
June Lake.  We o!er health bene"ts, "tness 
membership and PTO. A great place to 
work! Email lodging@doubleeagle.com

Commercial O!ce space for rent. 
Daily/weekly/monthly/annual

Call 818.307.3698/970.837.6720
www.NomadnessO!ces.com

For Rent

PERSONALS

!e Alpenhof Lodge has positions avail-
able for full and part time employment. We 
are a 24 hour per day business looking to 
add members to our Front Desk team.  

Competitive wages, bene"ts, #exible 
schedule, and housing option may be avail-
able for the right individual.  

Please pick up an application and drop a 
resume at 6080 Minaret Rd Mammoth.

MAMMOTH COMMUNITY WATER DIS-
TRICT’S Personnel Services Department 
is currently recruiting for one permanent 
Human Resources Manager position. FOR 
APPLICATION INFORMATION/TO APPLY: 
Please see the District website https://
mcwd.dst.ca.us/employment/.

Shilo Inn is accepting applications for FT 
housekeepers, FT maintenance worker and 
Front desk/night auditor. Immediate Front 
Desk opportunity starting at $18/hour. 
Please call Human Resources (Sarina Quin-
tero) at 925.813.2331 or email your resume 
to squintero@marquishotelsgroup.com. Country Glass seeks carpenters for win-

dow and door installation. FT & year round 
for the right applicant. Excellent pay DOE, 
with bene"ts/vacation. Will train the right 
hire with no experience. Must be solid, trust-
worthy and have a drivers license. 760-934-
3587 or email your application to: Taylor@
country-glass.com

Restaurant Skadi seeks a professional 
dinner cook. Please email info.skadi@
gmail.com or text 760.914.0962. 

LT lease available for stylishly designed, 
move-in ready Bigwood Townhome. 1+ 
loft/2 BA/1-car garage. $3,000/mo. Sunny 
corner location, furnished, lots of storage, 
woodburning stove, prvt. entrance, near 
common area pool, spa, on-site laundry and 
shuttle. No pets per HOA. Call Tammy @ 
760.937.7300. 

Footloose Sports is hiring Boot"tters and 
Demo Ski Technicians for the upcoming 
winter season. We are looking for outdoor 
enthusiasts who enjoy skiing and prefer 
working in a fast paced, team-oriented 
environment. We are searching for individu-
als with experience but also provide paid 
training to entry level candidates demon-
strating reliability, enthusiasm, and excel-
lent customer service skills. $is is a great 
opportunity to join a legendary Mammoth 
ski shop. Please submit a current resume to 
footloose@footloosesports.com.

Roommate Sought to Share Furnished 
House

Available thru June 30, 2026
Walking distance to Canyon Lodge/Mam-

moth Village
Longer Arrangements Preferred & Pay 

Less. Serious Inquiries Only
Call 202-731-4966 for Details

For more information, to subscribe 
to job alerts, and to apply:

JOB OPENINGS

FULL-TIME*

*Full-time total compensation includes 
competitive benefits package.

Police Officer – Lateral
$89,889 – $109,261 annually
+ 6.9% in lieu of paid holidays
+ Up to 7.5% P.O.S.T. pay
+ Up to 9% longevity pay
+ Up to 7.5% special assignment pay
+ Eligibility for 5% bilingual pay

Police Officer – Recruit

$30.43 hourly

PART-TIME | TEMPORARY | 
SEASONAL POSITIONS
Parks & Recreation Seasonal Positions
LA Kings Ice at Mammoth Lakes | 
Winter Adult Leagues

$19.06 – $30.90 hourly
Outdoor Recreation Host

$20.01 – 23.16 hourly
Temporary Snow Removal Operator

$29.36 – $33.99 hourly 

BASE SALARY OR WAGE RANGES 
SHOWN IN COMPLIANCE W/ CA LAW

(760) 965-3604
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov

I saw you ... pushed back opening day. 
Stop playing hard to get. 

I saw you ... opened a virtual reality 
place called Mammoth Land. Is this just 
a version of Candyland? Where can I !nd 
me some Gramma Nutt?!?

I hope to see you ... at the book signing 
for 36 Views of Mt. Tom. Boy I’d just like 
one view of you hiking up the back way. 
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    PUBLIC NOTICES 

Request for Proposals 

Notice of Public Hearing

TS #2025-0124

2025 2026 REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS SNOW 
REMOVAL
 
!e Hilton Creek Community Services District is 
requesting proposals for snow removal service for 
the 2025/2026 winter season in the Crowley Lake 
area.  Areas to be plowed are:

*Juniper Loop Road
*Lager Lane
*Pinion Drive
*Hilton Creek Community Services District sewer 
plant road and parking lot
*Sierra Springs sewer pump station road

A description of the speci"c services to be pro-
vided is as follows:

Contractor shall provide snow removal services 
for the period of November 18, 2025, through 
June 30, 2026.  Upon the accumulation of two 
(2) inches of snow or more from each storm or 
when conditions require the roads to be cindered, 
and prior to 7:00 a.m. each day when such ac-
cumulation or conditions occur, or as otherwise 
requested by the District.  Contractor shall provide 
snow removal and cinder services for Lager Lane, 
Pinion Drive, Juniper Loop Road, the Hilton Creek 
Community Services District sewer plant road and 
parking lot, and the Sierra Springs sewer pump 
station road in Crowley Lake, California during 
the contract period.  Snow removal shall continue 
until optimum accessibility at the above locations 
is achieved.  Snow shall be blown or hauled o# the 
property with the prior approval of the District.

Contractor shall provide all labor, equipment, 
material and supplies required or necessary to 
properly, competently, and completely perform 
the work or render the services.  Contractor shall 
determine the method, details and means of do-
ing the work or rendering the services.

Contractor shall use snow removal equipment 
that will satisfactorily perform the required ser-
vices and specify such equipment in the proposal.

!e snow removal contractor will be required to 
carry speci"ed insurance and comply with pre-
vailing wage law requirements. 

 To review these and other contract requirements, 
as well as obtain other pertinent information, or 
to obtain answers to questions, contact:  Lorinda 
Beatty,  Board Secretary at (760) 965-9696. 

Please submit all proposals to Hilton Creek CSD, 
3222 Crowley Lake Drive, Crowley Lake, CA  93546 
or info@hiltoncreekcsd.com

Proposals must be received by 4:00 p.m. No-
vember 15, 2025 (postmarks not accepted) to be 
included in the award process to take place at the 
Board of Directors Regular  Meeting for November 
18, 2025 at 5:00 p.m., Crowley Lake Community, 
Crowley Lake, CA.  !e contract will be awarded 
to the lowest responsible, responsive bidder.

TS #2025-0122

Mono County Behavioral Health is seeking public 
comment for its Mental Health Services Act FY 
25-26 Annual Update. 

Interested parties may access the plan at mono-
county.ca.gov/mhsa, send comments via email to 
MCBHQA@mono.ca.gov, and/or attend a public 
hearing which will take place December 8, 2025 at 
3 p.m. at 1290 Tavern Rd. Mammoth Lakes, Dana 
Room or Via Zoom: https://monocounty.zoom.
us/j/7609242222; Call in: +1 669 900 6833 Meeting 
ID: 760 924 2222

TS #2025-0126

Notice is hereby given that Mammoth 
Community Water District (MCWD) will 
sell the following surplus items:

Make/Model: Bobcat S250 Skid Steer
Includes: Chains, Tracks, Blower, & 
General-Purpose Bucket
Year: 2005 
Hours: 4,122
Serial #: 526018605  
Minimum Bid: $19,000.00
Item Number: 112525-6

Make/Model: Bobcat 435 Mini Excavator
Year: 2011 
Hours: 4,370
Includes: 12” & 18” Bucket
Serial #: 563211653 
Minimum Bid: $20,000.00
Item Number: 112525-66

Make/Model: Bobcat S770 Skid Steer
Year: 2013 
Hours: 1,509
Includes: Two Blowers & Chains
Serial #: ATF212059  
Minimum Bid: $22,000.00
Item Number: 112525-80

Make/Model: Ford Ranger XL Supercab 4X4
Year: 2000 
Odometer Reading: 119,518
VIN #:  1FTZR15V6YPB59177  
Minimum Bid: $500.00
Item Number: 112525-39

*DISCLAIMER: THIS VEHICLE DOES 
NOT PASS SMOG AND CANNOT BE 
REGISTERED IN THE STATE OF CALI-
FORNIA. THIS ITEM IS BEING SOLD 
FOR THE VALUE OF ITS PARTS AND IS 
NOT INTENDED FOR ON-ROAD USE.

Make/Model: Ford F-250 4X4 w/ 6’ Service 
Bed & Piperack
Year: 2006 
Odometer Reading: 91,262
VIN #: 1FTNF21576EA30280  
Minimum Bid: $8,500.00
Item Number: 112525-52

Make/Model: Ford F-550 4X4 Diesel Hydrau-
lic Dump Flat Bed
Year: 2006 
Odometer Reading: 56,595
VIN #:  1FDAF57P76EC67985  
Minimum Bid: $20,000.00
Item Number: 112525-53

Make/Model: Chevy Silverado 3500 Diesel 
w/ 12’ Utility Body
Year: 2006 
Odometer Reading: 104,765
Includes: Set of Studded Tires w/ Rims
VIN #: 1GBJK34D86E139399  
Minimum Bid: $20,000.00
Item Number: 112525-58

Make/Model: Ford F350 XL Supercab 4X4  
w/ 8’ Service Bed
Year: 2012 
Odometer Reading: 72,034
VIN #: 1FD7X3F65CEC68990  
Minimum Bid: $7,500.00
Item Number: 112525-70

*DISCLAIMERS: THE DISTRICT HAS 
BEEN ADVISED THAT THE TRANSMIS-
SION NEEDS TO BE REPLACED. THIS 
VEHICLE HAS NOT BEEN SMOG TEST-
ED AND CANNOT BE REGISTERED IN 
THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA UNTIL A 
SMOG CERTIFICATE IS OBTAINED.

Bid forms are available at the MCWD 
o!ce or on our website at MCWD-Sur-
plus-Bid-Form.pdf (dst.ca.us) and must 
be received at the District o!ces no later 
than 3:00 pm on Tuesday, November 25, 
2025.  Each bid form must be submitted 
in a sealed envelope labeled with the item 
number.  

Bids may be submitted to the MCWD 
o!ces, located at 1315 Meridian Bou-
levard, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 or 
mailed to PO Box 597, Mammoth Lakes, 
CA 93546.

To view or inquire about the item(s) 
listed above, please call the MCWD 
Purchasing O!ce during regular business 
hours at 760-934-2596.

MCWD makes no express or implied 
warranties or representations with respect 
to the condition of the vehicles and/or 
equipment listed above and all items are 
sold as-is.

Mammoth Community Water District Sale of Surplus GoodsNotice of Public Hearing
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Mono 
County Planning Commission will conduct a 
public hearing on December 18, 2025, in the 
Mono Lake Room (1st Floor) at the Mono County 
Civic Center, 1290 Tavern Road, Mammoth Lakes, 
CA 93546. 

!e meeting will be accessible remotely 
by livecast at https://monocounty.zoom.
us/j/87371280325, or via teleconference at the 
CAO Conference Room in the Mono County of-
"ces, Annex 1, 74 North School Street, Bridgeport, 
CA 93517 where members of the public shall have 
the right to observe and o#er public comment 
and to consider the following: No earlier than 
9:15 a.m. 

1. Use Permit 25-007/Decoster Apartments. !e 
project proposes the construction of four apart-
ments, a new parking area, redesign of an existing 
parking area, and the installation of two electric 
vehicle charging stations on 2555 Highway 158 
(APN: 015-085-010-000) in June Lake. !e 0.33-
acre project parcel has a land use designation of 
Commercial (C) and existing development on 
the property includes a 1,400-sf retail storefront 
housing a cannabis dispensary and a 1200-sf 
warehouse. !e project quali"es for an exemp-
tion under Categorical Exemption 15303, New 
Construction or Conversion of Small Structures. 

Project materials will be available on or before 
December 11, 2025, for public review online at 
https://monocounty.ca.gov/planning-commis-
sion and hard copies will be available for the cost 
of reproduction by calling 760-924-1800. 

No earlier than 9:30 a.m. 

2. Use Permit 25-008/Decoster STR. !e proposal 
is to permit one single-family residence located 
at 189 Hillside Road in June Lake (APN: 015-
084-026-000) as a hosted Short-Term Rental. !e 
property is 0.23 acres and designated Single-
Family Residential (SFR). !e host will occupy 
the two-bedroom, one bath, 1058-sf main house 
while the one bedroom (plus loft), one bath, 
1016-sf residence is available to nightly renters. 

!e project quali"es for an exemption under 
CEQA §15301, Existing Facilities. Project materi-
als will be available on or before December 11, 
2025 for public review online at https://mono-
county.ca.gov/planning-commission and hard 
copies will be available for the cost of reproduc-
tion by calling 760-924-1800. INTERESTED PER-
SONS are strongly encouraged to attend online 
or in person to comment, or to submit comments 
to the Secretary of the Planning Commission, PO 
Box 347, Mammoth Lakes, CA, 93546, by 5 pm on 
Wednesday, December 17, 2025, to ensure timely 
receipt, or by email at cddcomments@mono.
ca.gov. 

If you challenge the proposed action(s) in court, 
you may be limited to raising only those issues 
you or someone else raised at the public hearing 
described in this notice, or in written correspon-
dence delivered at or prior to the public hearing.

TS #2025-0125

TS #2025-0127
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ARTIFICAL INTELLIGENCE NOT SO INTELLIGENT
Like Kyler Murray … Time is short 

today. Gotta hit it fast. 
Micah Parsons is responding 

to Colin Cowherd’s criticism about 
his inability to play the run. 

Why? Why do you care what Cow-
herd says? You’re only giving him 
more fuel. Funny thing is the last 
part of Micah’s whining. According 
to Parsons:  “We just held Saquon 
Barkley to 60 rushing yards, and our 
only losses have been holding teams 
to 13 points!” Parsons wrote. “Man, 
… please stfu and enjoy great de-
fense! … Please stop giving people’s 
mics or listening to trash!” How can 
he say that? !at is exactly what his 
podcast is. Trash. Also funny is the 
fact that EVERYONE has held Barkley 
to 60 yards this year. Parsons didn’t 
respond to himself having zero sacks 
and zero QB hits the last two games. 

Texans LB Azeez Al Shaair is "ned 
again for illegal hits. It is his 3rd this 
year. He was suspended 3 games last 
year. So why isn’t he getting sus-
pended every time this year? He has 
already proved he doesn’t care about 
the monetary penalties, so suspend 
him every time. 

Pro gambling scandals. Why are 
NBA players and coaches getting 
involved in gambling schemes? !e 
average NBA salary is $12 million. 
Terry Rozier was making $26 million. 
!e baseball scandal? Reliever Em-
manuel Class was making $4 million/
year. And is accused of tanking prop 
bets for as little as $4,000. 

Dolphins laying 2.5 to the Com-
manders. O/U 47.5. Jayden Daniels 
OUT. Dolphins on the interim GM 
bounce. Dolphins 27-23. If you watch 
this game you need help. 

Packers laying 7 to Giants in NY. 
Daboll "nally "red. He needed to be. 
He had a young QB on a bad team 
and ran him like 8 times a game on 
designed runs, despite the fact that he 
has been in the Blue Tent for concus-

sion protocol 4 times. I guess yelling at 
the independent neurological … i am 
too tired to "nish that phrase - ”He 
can still walk, put his ass on the "eld” 
wasn’t enough to save his job. Packers 
30-20. 

Bills laying 5.5 to the Bucs. O/U 
48.5. Bucs are leaking oil. Bills ain’t 
much better. Game is in Bu#alo and 
Bucs still banged up. Bills 30-26. 

Steelers laying 5.5 to the Bengals. 
O/U 48.5. Steelers got the crap kicked 
out of them by the Chargers. And the 
Chargers had 3 starting OL out and 
are on their 4th string RB. Steeler QB 
Aaron Rodgers looked every bit of 51, 
not 41. He was spinning away from 
contact while throwing to prevent 
getting hit and just sailing the ball all 
game. He looked like a Dan Orlovsky 
highlight reel.

Bengals o#ense is potent. Steelers 
secondary is impotent. Bengals 33-30.

Chargers laying 3 AT Jags. O/U 
43.5. !e Jags just put Travis Hunter 
on I/R. !ey wasted all that draft capi-
tal on ONE player who wasn’t tran-
scendent. !ey got less than 300 yards 
receiving out of him. Everyone said 
they got two players (two-way WR/
CB) with one draft pick. !ose people 
don’t know math. !ey traded a 2025 
"rst-round pick (No. 5 overall), a 2025 
second-round pick (No. 36), a 2025 
fourth-round pick (No. 126), and their 
2026 "rst-round pick to the Browns to 
move up from No. 5 to No. 2.

I know math and that is more than 
one player they lost to get “2” players. 
So they traded 3 players for him. And 
they got half a mediocre season. 

Bears are 3 point ‘dogs to the 

Vikings. O/U 48.5. I am not sure why. 
JJ McCarthy is playing more like JJ 
Walker. !ey are starting to use the 
term “HE’S A WINNER” to explain his 
poor performance but the team win-
ning. See Bo Nix. Bears  are playing 
okay. !e Bears gonna have their "rst 
4,000 yard passer in team history? He 
still seems average to me. Bears 23-20.

Falcons laying 3.5 to Panthers. 
O/U 42.5. Falcon Coach Raheem 
Morris must like getting "red. His 
team is so up and down. When I try 
to watch them I always think … if they 
didn’t have the name of the team on 
the screen I wouldn’t know who they 
are. !ey lack any signi"cant STYLE 
of play or IDENTITY. !ey look like 
when we were kids and would meet 
at the park and play pickup football. 
Just running around with no coach-
ing. Go right at the bare spot and 
head towards the tree. I’ll hit you. 
Panthers beat the Packers then lost to 
the Saints. Same thing as the Falcons, 
except you know the Panthers just 
wanna run the ball. !ey have to in 
order to keep their sorry QB from 
throwing it. Falcons 24-20. 

Rams laying 3 to the ‘Hawks. O/U 
48.5. Hmm. I smell something here. It 
is in LA. !e way the ‘Hawks are play-
ing that stadium gonna be overrun 
with rabid ‘Hawks fans pretending 
they came to support the team but 
in actuality are just getting out of the 
soggy, cold Paci"c Northwest for the 
last time before that 5-month long 
cloud smothers the life out of them 
and allows the unstoppable growth 
of that neon green moss that covers 
everything, including some of the 
sedentary mole people that wreak of 
musty, moldy smell in their house, 
cars and clothing. Rams 24-22.

Niners laying 3 at Cards. O/U 48.5. 
Niners o#ense better with Mac Jones 
making $4 an hour than with Brock 
Purdy making $50 mil a year. Upset 

alert though. Jacoby Brissett is a better 
investment with a higher ROI than 
both. Buyer’s remorse on Purdy and 
Trey Lance. But Shanahan is a genius? 
Cards 20-17.

Ravens laying 7.5 to the Browns. 
O/U 39.5. Brown QB Dillon Gabriel 
needs to go back to wherever little 
hobbits run free. He is not an NFL QB. 
Ravens 24-16. 

Chiefs laying 3.5 to the Broncos. 
O/U 43.5. !is has all the makings of 
a slogfest that ends 17-13. TeBO Nix is 
atrocious. Chiefs 24-19. 

Eagles laying 2.5 to the Lions. AJ 
Brown is irritated again. He is like 
a middle school girl with serious 
hormonal issues. O/U 46.5. Take the 
over on any mentions of AJ Brown. He 
loves himself some press. Lions got 
their own mischief going on. Head 
coach took over o#ensive playcalling. 
!ese children. Eagles 27-21

!is is hilarious. Russia debuted 
their "rst human-like AI robot. And he 
was magni"cent. Until he wasn’t. 

I like how he got the Tequila-drunk 
or Mike Tyson one-punch legs. !at 
was comical. Putin has already killed 
the head engineer. It reminds me of 
when the Russians used to roll out 
those massive advanced Submarines 
when we used to play little Cold War 
games with them. Flaunting them 
around the ocean. !en they would 
fail and disappear and everyone asked 
“where is that submarine”.......”What 
submarine are you talking about?”.  

“We see a lot of searching going on 
at this spot. “We don’t need help.” 
Hilarious debut.

Harold Hartley is a regular contribu-
tor to !e Sheet who lives in Charles-
ton, South Carolina. He knows a little 
bit about submarines – he spent eight 
years in the Navy working on nuclear 
subs.
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HUSKIES VOLLEYBALL TAKES 2ND IN CIF, ON TO STATE
PHOTOS: FISHER

With an overall record of 35-5-1, Mammoth High School 
varsity volleyball team took second place in the California 
Interscholastic Federation (CIF) Division IV a!er a well-
fought and lengthy playo" run. #e team won one set against 
Immanuel High School, but ultimately lost 3-1, with $nal box 
scores totaling 22-25, 25-18, 25-16, 25-10. 

Despite last #ursday’s defeat, the Huskies put forward 
strong performance later in the week, securing a dominant 
3-0 victory over California Academy of Math & Science in 
their home state playo" match on Tuesday with box scores 
amounting to 21-25, 18-25, 13-25. #e win allowed the team 
to advance to the next round of the playo"s, scheduled for 
#ursday night at home.

SPORTS 

BRONCOS
ADVANCE

!e Bishop Broncos are heading to 
the3 CIF state high school football quar-
ter"las after a convincing 49-21 win over 
Golden Valley of Bakers"eld. 

!e win was cheered on by a home-
town crowd at John Schwab Field in 
Bishop on Nov. 7.

Bishop will now host Cabrillo High 
School of Lompoc on Friday night, Nov. 
14. 

!e win over Golden Valley was spear-
headed by Broncos  quarterback Emory 
Dondero’s e#cient night. Emory con-
nected on 10 of 12 passes for 179 yards 
and 3 touchdowns. 

Levi Derr caught 3 passes for 55 yards 
and a pair of scores. Senior Elliott Douda 
was the leading rusher with 86 yards on 
just 7 carries. Douda also returned the 
opening kicko$ 89 yards for a touch-
down. Hunter Dailey carried the ball 14 
times for 62 yards and a touchdown. 

Defensively the Broncos were led by 
a pair of seniors. Malachi Orrick and 
Richie had big nights. Orrick made a 
season high 10 solo tackles and Talavera 
had 7 solos with a pass break up and an 
interception. 

Senior Levi Derr had 6 solos includ-
ing a tackle for a loss.  Senior Niko Poole 
had a strong game with 3 tackles and a 
fumble recovery. 
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OUT OF PRINT
KLUSMIRE
“Printer O!ine.” 

No, it can’t be o!ine. What’s 
your deal, computer, don’t want to 

“connect” with my buddy the printer? 
Just to prove your mistaken survey 
of the situation, I’ll hoist myself out 
of my chair and look at my printer. 
Well, that’s odd. "e little wi-# icon 
is blinking on and o$. And the rest of 
the printer’s bells and whistles are not 
ringing or whistling. "e display box is 
blank. It should have a “1” and a report 
on ink levels. 

I will admit my mistake, computer. 
I’ll turn the printer on and o$, the 
universal “#rst thing to do” when any 
computer issue arises. "ere we go. It’s 
buzzing a bit and clunking. "at should 
be it. Now, cancel what is in the print 
queue and start over. Green lights, 
panel lit up. Ha, can’t fool me.

Hit print and wait for the sound of 
victory. 

Which doesn’t come because, 
“Driver Not Found.” 

Driver? Driver? I got your driver. I’ll 
drive you to Pittsburgh you trashy little 
plastic printer. Make me go to Settings, 
will you? You skank. 

Printer Settings says, again, “Driver 
Not Found.” "en it asks, “Install New 
Device.” 

Why would I do that when the cur-
rent device worked just #ne about 30 
minutes ago, Settings? But #ne, I’ll play 
your little game. “Install.” It’s now look-
ing for “Connected Devices.” And asks 
if I want to install a device “manually.” 
Why not. Hit manual. A list of printers 
shows up. My printer is not on the list. 
One that is close, is, but not exact. So 
now I have to get the printer password 
and the IP address from one of my 
three “password notebooks” and type 
that “data” into the right box. 

Please, don’t mistake me for an IT 
guy. I am not. But I am also not a Lud-
dite. I started writing on a Radio Shack 
TRS 80. Which is a reminder of how 
horrible Radio Shack was managed. 
It had the #rst cheap home computer 
and somehow lost the tech war to IBM 
and Apple. My God. Same guys prob-
ably went into the printer business just 
to get revenge on us poor saps. 

Got the info, plug it in, hit enter 
and … “Incorrect IP address.” Double 
check, enter again, and bingo, it says 
“installing.” Great. 

Back to my lonely document. Hit 
print and see the WRONG PRINTER 
in the window, so of course nothing 
happens but evil, silent laughter from 
the nasty little heartbreaker of a printer. 

I would pray to the Gods -- Zoroaster, 
Shiva, "or, Allah, Jesus and Gaia, to 
start -- to #x the printer, but a printer is 
a Devil Machine that does not answer 
to prayers. It makes all Gods call tech 
support, too. 

Best I can do is calm down by chug-
ging some eggnog right out of the 
bottle. Because that, my friends, is the 
Nectar of Gods, thanks to sugar, milk, 
sugar, cream, sugar, food coloring and 
chemicals. When partaking of said 
nectar, forego the glass and just drink it 
directly from the carton in long gulps. It 
will warm your heathen soul. 

"e heathen printer will get only vile 
oaths and hexes and spells and dark 
magic. 

Not surprised calling on the Big 
Guns, good or evil, didn’t move the 
machine. So I’m back to deleting, man-
ually installing, checking the printer 
App, putting in PIN numbers, shutting 
o$ the printer and the computer and 
pacing and cussing. 

Maybe I should just pick up my 
hand-held tracking device, ask Google 
“Why do HP Printers suck.” "en AI 
will weigh in and be ignored, then I’ll 
click on a couple of pages such as Bob’s 
Pro Printer Tips and complain in the 
HP Printers Are Trash Facebook group. 

www.bishopchamberofcommerce.com

A Magical Fun Day at

Laws Railroad Museum & Historical Site!
Kids and grownups alike will make memories while

enjoying train rides, crafts, wagon rides, refreshments
and visits with Santa.

SATURDAY, 12/13/25: 10AM - 3PM

760-873-8405

Tickets:
$15 ages 3-10 & Seniors 62+

$20 over 10 years
Purchase in Advance on Eventbrite

$2 discount if purchased before 12/1

RAILROAD
EXPRESS

Note: Last train ride at 2pm

By the time I swallow another half jug 
of eggnog I should have a half dozen 
ads for new printers on every website 
I open. Makes me nostalgic for the old 
TRS 80. 

Time for an afternoon shower to 
wash the stain of technological failure 
away. 

Okay, refreshed and ready to #ght. 
Deep breath. Click. Password. File. 

Document. Print. 
A miracle. "e damn thing is print-

ing. No idea why. No clue what actually 
%ipped the switch. Divine interven-
tion? Karma? Cosmic joke? Who cares. 
Something worked. 

Now, the next print job. Print. 
Nothing. No clacking, no whirring, 

no nothing. 
I get out of my chair, check the 

printer and see a %ashing message: 
OUT OF INK. 

Shu!e to refrigerator. Drink all the 
eggnog. Shu!e to the couch. Assume 
fetal position. Whimper. 

Jon Klusmire of Bishop is wondering 
if hitting Control-Alt-Delete will reset an 
entire day.   
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STARRING 
Cam Angwin • Sarah Brown • Ronnell Hill • Michael Neal Johnson  

Kenneth Aedwyrd Needham • Marlene Piper
Gretchen Seibert • Clay Tyson
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Pulitzer Prize and Tony Award Winning Play
A razor-sharp satire about the politics of race - inspired

by Lorraine Hansberry's play A Raisin in the Sun
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The Snowcreek Property Company
5 Fairway Drive, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546
(760) 934-3334   
info@snowcreekproperty.com
www.snowcreekproperty.com
CA DRE #01812140

100 Ski Trail - $275,000
MOBILE
BEDS: 2
BATHS: 2
SQ FT: 1160

Beautifully updated 2-bedroom plus home in quiet Ski 
Trail Mobile Park. Perched on a hill with Sherwin views 
& privacy, featuring new paint, flooring, remodeled 
kitchen, perfect full-time or vacation retreat.

Snowcreek V, 930 Links Way - $989,000
CONDO
BEDS: 2
BATHS: 2
SQ FT: 1375

Immaculate Snowcreek Resort townhome with 
attached garage and stunning Mammoth Mountain 
views. Features new carpet, paint, appliances, fireplace, 
and three private decks—move-in ready!

The Lodges, 1185 Pyramid Peak Dr. - $1,799,000
CONDO
BEDS: 3/LOFT
BATHS: 3.5
SQ FT: 2762

Stunning 3 bedroom + loft townhome located on the 
Snowcreek golf course - spa adjacent. Like new condition 
with vaulted ceilings, gourmet kitchen, open views, 
primary suite with fireplace and large covered deck.

Snowcreek V, 732 Fairway Circle - $1,855,000
CONDO
BEDS: 4
BATHS: 3.5
SQ FT: 1987

Beautifully remodeled Snowcreek townhome with 
stunning Mammoth Mountain views. Sleeps 10, sold turnkey 
and furnished, featuring open living, wine fridge, large 
deck, and 2-car garage—ideal rental or mountain retreat.

Crowley Lake, 71 Sierra Springs Dr. - $939,000
HOUSE
BEDS: 3
BATHS: 2.5
SQ FT: 2007

Spacious 3-bedroom, 2.5-bath Sierra Springs home on 
nearly half an acre. Features vaulted ceilings, wood floors, 
chef’s kitchen, dining room with bar, dual-zone heating, 
and mountain views—minutes from Mammoth Lakes.

The Lodges, 1101 Pyramid Peak Dr. - $1,095,000
CONDO
BEDS: 2
BATHS: 2.5
SQ FT: 1867  

Rare single-level condo with attached garage and 
dog-friendly access to nature. Features hardwood floors, 
fireplace, stainless kitchen, serene water views, and 
deck—e!ortless comfort living near outdoor adventures.

CreekHouse, 1384 Timber Creek Rd. - $1,825,000
CONDO
BEDS: 3
BATHS: 3.5
SQ FT: 2152  

Immaculate 3-bedroom+, 3.5-bath CreekHouse townhome 
with 2-car garage, stunning mountain views, wood 
floors, two decks, and modern upgrades—sold furnished, 
blending rustic charm with contemporary comfort.

Swall Meadows Lot, 569 Rimrock Dr. - $179,000
LOT
SQ FT:  
85,378

Prime 2-acre Swall Meadows equestrian lot with 
approved plans for a 3-bed, 2-bath home. Enjoy 
sweeping views, underground utilities, community  
water, and easy access to Mammoth Lakes & Bishop.

IN ESCROW!


