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BUHS AWARD CEREMONY

PHOTOS: GAYLA WOLF

Rogitz gets Brauny
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Bishop Union High School handed out awards & cash on Wednesday evening. Above le!: Embry Aguilera and Caleb Fitt. 
Above right: Elliott Douda, Carlos Sualez and Brayden Leeson. For more, you'll have to wait until next week. 

For Mammoth Class of '26 photos, please see p. 14-15

By Fisher
STATUS QUO IN INYO

more ELECTION, pg. 4

BREAKING BAD ... HABITS

The results are nearly 
!nalized for the June 2 
primary election, with in-

cumbents largely holding their 
ground in Inyo County while 
Mono County voters rejected a 
proposed parcel tax to support 
local schools.

In Inyo County, Judge 
Stephen Place and District 
Attorney Dana Crom emerged 
as winners in their respective 
races based on early results. 
Meanwhile, incumbent Super-
visor Trina Orrill appears to 
have retained her seat on the 
Inyo County Board of Super-
visors. "e race for District 3 
Supervisor looks to continue 
between Scott Marcellin and 
Steven Orihuela, who !nished 
!rst and second in a three-can-
didate !eld.

In Mono County, voters nar-
rowly backed Measure N, a $99 
annual parcel tax intended to 
support local schools. However, 
because the measure required 
a two-thirds majority to pass, 
its roughly 52% support was not 
enough for approval.

All results cited in this article 
are based on the most recent 
semi-o#cial election reports 
released Tuesday evening. Final 
certi!cation is still weeks away.

Inyo County

In Inyo County, incumbents 
and candidates already serving 
in county leadership positions 
largely prevailed at the ballot 
box.

In the race for Superior Court 
Judge No. 1, District Attorney 
Dana Crom defeated challenger 
and defense attorney Taylor 
Fitzmaurice by a margin of 63% 
to 37%.

During the campaign, 
Fitzmaurice criticized what 
she described as ine#ciencies 
within the local court system, 
arguing that lengthy case 

timelines and delayed rulings 
had become common. Crom, 
meanwhile, emphasized her 
experience working within the 
county's justice system and pre-
sented herself as a steady hand 
with an understanding of local 
government operations.

In the race for Superior Court 
Judge No. 2, Stephen Place 
also won decisively, capturing 
nearly 75% of the vote com-
pared with 25% for challenger 
Gerard Harvey. 

Place, like Crom, campaigned 
largely on continuity and ex-
perience, arguing that stability 
on the bench would bene!t the 
court as it navigates the upcom-
ing transition in the adjacent 
seat.

"e supervisor races were 
closer. 

In District 3, Ted Carleton, 
Publisher of "e Sheet, got 
his ass kicked by former tribal 
chairman Steven Orihuela 
(~37%) and Incumbent Scott 
Marcellin (~41%).

In his campaign, Carleton 
waged a Quixotic battle against 
!scal pro$igacy and taxeaters 
at the trough. "is was clearly 
a dumb strategy. Orihuela 
campaigned on improving 
communication with residents, 
strengthening tribal relations 
and expanding workforce hous-
ing. 

Marcellin, meanwhile, 
defended the county's current 
direction, highlighting ongoing 
work on housing, infrastruc-
ture, tribal partnerships and 
water issues.

In District 1, incumbent Trina 
Orrill, with 56% of the vote, 
appears to have defeated Carl 
Hoelscher.

"e race was a rematch be-
tween the two candidates from 
2022, with Orrill once again 
coming out ahead, according to 
early counts.

more BEARS, pg. 4

Bear season is back in 
Mammoth, and so is 
the civic responsibility 

required to discourage the furry 
creatures from getting too cozy 
with humans, environmental 
scientist Michael Brown told 
Mammoth Lakes Town Council 
Wednesday night.

Habituation is the phase 
where bears have lost their nat-
ural fear of humans, but before 
food conditioning and human-
bear con$ict, Brown said. "is 
behavior is uniquely present in 
Mammoth, due to the town’s 
desirable bear habitat.

“Mammoth has been sug-
gested to support two times 
the density of bears in a similar 
wildland area,” Brown said. 
“"ere’s a lot of recreation and 
visitation here annually. For 
that reason, we have really 
high levels and probability of 
human-bear interactions.”

Black bears in Mammoth 
are particularly active right 
now. It’s breeding season, and 
the males are chasing females 

around. Mothers are moving in 
packs of one or two cubs, and 
the yearlings are beginning to 
enter the world on their own, 
making them particularly vul-
nerable to human interactions.

“It’s a really sensitive period 
in their lives,” Brown said, re-
ferring to the yearlings. “Relat-
ing to con$ict and the kinds of 
behaviors these bears can learn 
through this trajectory.”

Brown, who works for the 
California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife (CDFW) and is 
based on the Eastside, was the 
bearer of some bad news. Ha-
bituation often occurs before 
citizens realize.

"e behavior can look like 
a bear approaching residents, 
regularly hanging out on 
porches or in backyards, and 
getting into bird feeders. In the 
habituation phase, bears are 
not directly taking human food, 
but their increasing comfort 
with people can be problem-
atic for the bears' long-term 
survival.

Habituation is often learned 
through the generational trans-
fer of knowledge from mother 
to cub.

"e mother will teach their 
cub to obtain unsecured food 
and trash, break into cars, and 
approach people, thereby as-
sociating human development 
with a strong food reward.

“"at can be really, really 
powerful,” Brown said. “We’ve 
seen this time and time again 
where a bear raises cubs and 
teaches them how to do this.”

When the cub becomes a 
yearling and then implements 
the behavior on its own, the 
problem snowballs, Brown 
continued.

CDFW works to mitigate 
habituation through a variety 
of bear-deterring policies. Key 
among these are non-lethally 
trapping bears and then tag-
ging and collaring the animals 
in order to track them.

"e idea that reporting a 

By Libre
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“In a time of deceit, telling the truth “In a time of deceit, telling the truth 
is a revolutionary act.”                 is a revolutionary act.”                 
                -                -OrwellOrwell
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CARLETON IS LOWEST

HALF-OFF 

LOUNGE MENU 

& DRINKS

MammothMountain.com/Whitebark

Daily
4–6PM
9PM–Close

In the ‘70s and ‘80s, there was a brand of cigarette called Carlton. 
Carlton was touted as the “healthy” cigarette, with low tar and nicotine content. 
!e cigarettes also apparently tasted like dirt. 
But no matter. Carlton was heavily marketed. I can recall the full-page ads in my 

subscription to Sports Illustrated. 
My campaign for Inyo County Supervisor ended abruptly on Tuesday. 
It was a tale of two Carlton campaigns actually. !e cigarette slogan of “Please 

Try Carlton” replaced by the apt slogan, “Carlton is Lowest.” 
As in, lowest vote-getter. Yet good enough for a Bronze Medal!
Of course, I spell my last name Carleton, and my sister was duly impressed that it 

was spelled correctly on the ballot. Kudos to Inyo County Elections. 
She then added, after appraising the "rst voter summary, “I see there have been 

385 votes counted thus far. !ere were also six overvotes, so, from people too dumb 
to vote. And 23 undervotes - people who couldn’t be bothered to have an opinion.” 

Yes, I replied. But my weakness, dear sister, lay in attracting votes from people 
who both had an opinion and were smart enough to get it counted. 

As I conduct my own personal campaign post-mortem, it’s di#cult not to agree 
with the voters, whom I tend to believe get it right. 

I overestimated my ability/time/energy to knock on enough doors. 
I refused campaign donations and hardly spent any money - I "gured if one is 

gonna advocate for "scal prudence, be "scally prudent. 
I ain’t Tom Steyer. But I probably needed to do more.
Honestly, the reason I rebelled against “doing more” is that it just feels fake. Let 

me tell you how great I am! Uggh. 
I underestimated the power of being part of a tribe - whether it be the Paiute 

Tribe or the multi-generational Bishop tribe. 
Don’t get me wrong. I like my tribe of loners and iconoclasts and intellectuals, 

but they don’t tend to come in the form of extended families. !ey come in one’s 
and two’s. 

I underestimated how irrelevant interviews and campaign forums are. Scott Mar-
cellin absolutely bombed every public speaking opportunity. Didn’t matter. 

Fifty people showed to the one forum. Eastern Sierra Now did fairly extensive 
interviews of the candidates - they garnered less than a hundred views apiece. 

Most of the attendees didn’t even live in District !ree. 
What Scott did well, and does well, is that he used the levers of his incumbency to 

address some of the issues raised. 
At the "rst Tribal Council meeting I attended in April, he announced plans (via 

a county public works employee) to apply for a grant to build some long overdue 

sidewalks on the Rez. 
*I guess this plan was originally announced in February once he realize he might 

have challengers for reelection.
At the last County Supes meeting in May, he promised (I imagine in response to 

criticism at the campaign forum) that the ball"elds at Millpond would be restored. 
And because I siphoned o$ enough votes in the primary, Marcellin and Orihuela 

now go to a November runo$. Which means that Marcellin will have a "re under 
his ass for at least another "ve months. 

You can all thank me for that. 
As for Orihuela, true to brand, he skipped the "nal Tribal Council meeting before 

the election on May 28. 
At the meeting, a short presentation was made by the managers of the two gas 

station/convenience stores. 
I was initially provided a handout of the store’s "nancials, and then I was asked 

to give the handout back because I wasn’t a Tribal member. !e information, they 
said, was proprietary.

Bummer. 
Of course, I have a pretty good memory. 
Without giving speci"c numbers away, two items stood out. 
One was overall fuel sales. I "gured that despite the increase in gas prices, the 

Tribe would’ve sold more in volume because they’re always a few cents cheaper 
than everybody else. Indeed, their overall sales volume increase in fuel was about 
7%. 

Second was vape revenue, which had increased sixfold at the Line Street location. 
As Klusmire posited on !ursday, maybe because it’s on sovereign land, the ID 

requirements are more lax. You know - it’s the go-to spot for the high schoolers.
!en, because he’s a pro, he drove down to the station to get an answer. We’ll 

circle back to this when he returns in a few minutes. 
It is interesting that less than a week later, the Tribe then issued a short press re-

lease saying the Inyo Sheri$ is investigating a possible embezzlement at its conve-
nience store located on North Sierra Highway. 

!at c-store didn’t provide a handout at the Council meeting. Maybe that was a 
sign. 

*Klusmire has returned, they do card for age. As he said with some chagrin, “!e 
facts have gotten in the way of a good story.” 

Overall, I wasn’t terribly surprised by the electoral outcome. 
We live in a state that’s dominated by two interest groups: tech zillionaires and 



Snowcreek and Sierra Star are now open 
with excellent early season conditions. 
Call or book your tee time online.

GRIP IT 
& RIP IT

GRAB YOUR SEASON PASS TODAY
760.924.GOLF

MAMMOTHMOUNTAIN.COM/GOLF
26/27 Ikon Pass holders receive exclusive 
savings on select passes. Call to purchase.

www.MammothHospital.com

Mammoth Orthopedic Institute at Mammoth Hospital
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A habituated bear, clearly making himself at home

More money, more problems

Dear Editor,

Sheri! Braun, in her letter of May 23, 
claims that Mammoth Lakes policing is 
"not my problem to solve." As the leader 
of a unionized public agency, she need 
not have stated what we expect her at-
titude to be.

Sheri! Braun claims that "appropriat-
ing resources that the Town doesn’t pay 
for is not the solution."e Town cannot 

take them from their neighbors." 
Last I looked, a large share of Mono 

County revenue is derived from taxes on 
the Town of Mammoth Lakes.

If Ingrid Braun wants to disavow re-
sponsibility for policing the largest town 
in her county, I would be delighted, 
provided she would agree to con#ne the 
County's revenue sources to regions of 
Mono County outside Mammoth Lakes.

John Rogitz
Mammoth Lakes

tagged bear will lead to its euthanasia is 
“a misconception,” Brown stated.

“"e color, the location, the size, the 
number, and whether it’s colored or 
not, these are solely for data collection 
purposes,” Brown said. ""ey're just to 
facilitate individual identi#cation of 
those animals.”

Bears are usually lured into these 
traps. "e bait techniques CDFW uses 
are endless.

“Pastries, long-distance lure, hang 
a feed bag in the air...” rattled o! Steve 
Searles, Mammoth's “Bear Whisperer,” 
said in an interview with "e Sheet.

"ere was no mention of these bear-
seducing sweet treats during the town 
council meeting, though an elephant 
in the room was former Mayor Chris 
Bubser’s bear trapping scandal last July. 
Bubser and her husband David Baron 
authorized the CDFW to set traps on 
their private property. Two bears were 
caught in the trap, including a #ve-
year-old male and a yearling. "ey were 
relocated to the Glass Mountains and 
the Sherwins, respectively.

"e incident sparked subsequent 
controversy for Bubser. At the time, 
Searles told "e Sheet bears were on 
a two-strike system. First-time tag and 
collar and second-time shoot.

On Wednesday, Brown told the coun-
cil CDFW prioritizes non-lethal strate-
gies. However, they evaluate the bear 
interactions on a case-by-case basis. 
One “success story” Brown pointed to 
was a young bear the CDFW captured 
last year, then released outside of town 
while shooting paintballs at the animal 
to discourage the creature from entering 
Mammoth again.

Cue the next elephant: Victor, a 
beloved local bear killed by the CDFW 
in 2024 at the Lake Mary campground 
after he attacked a tourist.

Searles said habituation is normal. 
What matters most are the policies used 
to curb these natural habits.

“I’m habituated,” Searles said. “I wake 

BEST. BIRTHDAY. EVER.
AT WOOLLY’S ADVENTURE SUMMIT

Grab your friends and take over Woolly’s 
for three hours of mountain fun—
plus pizza, party vibes, and dedicated 
space to hang out together.

• 2-Hour Adventure Pass access
• Pizza party and drinks
• Outdoor patio space
• Fresh mountain air

MORE RIDING. MORE SLIDING. MORE CELEBRATING.
MAMMOTHMOUNTAIN.COM/WOOLLYS

This material was not prepared by the Mammoth Unified School District. Any programs and/or events described 
herein are not necessarily endorsed and will not be supervised by the Mammoth Unified School District.

up at the same time every morning. I 
have my cups of co!ee. I wear basically 
the same clothes—Levi's and Pendle-
ton.”

"e Devil Wears Flannel. 
He argued that the CDFW’s policy of 

relocating the bears causes an environ-
mental sink, only causing more black 
bears to move into town.

“It’s the honey of the Sierras,” Searles 
said. “In any direction—north, south, 
east, or west—there's nothing to eat. It’s 
a pine forest. In Mammoth there’s lots 
to eat.”

Searles hypothesized that Victor isn’t 
the only bear the CDFW has euthanized 
recently... and he expressed frustration 
that no one from the town council or 
Fish and Wildlife had contacted him to 
discuss bear mitigation strategies.

“No elected o$cial has ever reached 
out,” Searles said. “People say I’m one 
of the best in the world at bear man-
agement. I resist that, but that’s what 
people say.”

"at being said, Searles emphasized 
the scienti#c importance of the CDFW’s 
work.

“We absolutely need these fellas,” he 
said.

Brown encouraged townspeople to 
report any habituated bear sightings. He 
asked that people call the CDFW hotline 
and leave voicemails documenting any 
bear interactions.

“Early reporting is really important,” 
he said. “It’s an initial step to avoid any 
future con%icts.”

Above all, Brown said he loved bears 
and loved that people are able to see 
them.

“I do want to make the point that 
seeing bears is awesome,” Brown said. 
“Everyone loves seeing bears. People 
come to Mammoth just to see them ... 
it’s a major part of living in this part of 
the country. "ey’re just an amazing 
animal.”

ELECTION
continued from page 1

Governor's Race

Both Inyo and Mono counties went red 
in the governor's race.

Conservative commentator Steve Hil-
ton led the #eld in both counties. He had 
29% of the vote in Mono as of "ursday. 
Former Health and Human Services 
Secretary Xavier Becerra placed second in 
Mono County with approximately 24%.In 
Inyo, Hilton had 32% as of "ursday while 
Riverside County Sheri! Chad Bianco 
#nished second in Inyo with about 20%.

Billionaire environmentalist Tom Steyer 
also drew notable support in both coun-
ties, receiving roughly 15% of the vote in 
Inyo County and 19% in Mono County.

Statewide, Hilton and Becerra appear 
poised to advance to the November gen-
eral election.

State Senator District 4

While Mono County voters backed Re-
publican candidates in several statewide 
contests, they favored Democrat Jaron 
Brandon in the State Senate District 4 
race. Brandon captured nearly 49% of the 
vote, outperforming Republicans Marie 
Alvarado-Gil and Alexandra Duarte, who 
received 29% and 22%, respectively. 

Brandon also carried Inyo County with 
41% of the vote, ahead of Alvarado-Gil at 
35% and Duarte at 24%.

Brandon and Duarte are currently ad-
vancing to the November general election, 
while incumbent Marie Alvarado-Gil trails 
in third place despite entering the race as 
the sitting senator.

BEARS
continued from page 1
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By Fisher

LOCAL NEWS
WHEN THE WELL RUNS DRY...

We cannot put our heads in 
the sand any longer and say 
that we’re gonna get a wet 

year and groundwater levels 
are going to come up 

”

“

-Carol Ann Mitchell

It’s been a few months since consul-
tants presented the results of a draft 
groundwater modeling project to the 

Tri-Valley Groundwater Management 
District, beginning what many hope 
will be a broader conversation about 
how the region responds to declining 
groundwater supplies.

Funded through a state grant secured 
by Mono County and administered by 
the Owens Valley Groundwater Author-
ity, the roughly $200,000 model was 
designed to simulate groundwater con-
ditions across the Tri-Valley basin under 
a range of management scenarios. 

One takeaway from the presentation, 
voiced primarily by chairperson Carol 
Ann Mitchell and echoed by several 
audience members during the board’s 
meeting Wednesday, was the model’s 
projection that groundwater could be 
depleted within roughly 30 years. 

“We are now in overdraft,” Mitchell 
said. “We cannot put our heads in the 
sand any longer and say that we’re 
gonna get a wet year and groundwater 
levels are going to come up.”

!e challenge is that identifying the 
problem is easier than funding solu-
tions. Even in the modeling presenta-
tion, consultants said it would take 
signi"cantly more funding and time to 
make the alternative solutions clear.

During Wednesday’s meeting, the dis-
trict heard a presentation from county 

counsel Chris Beck outlining the fund-
ing tools available under California’s 
Sustainable Groundwater Management 
Act (SGMA). Groundwater sustainabil-
ity agencies can impose extraction fees, 
export fees, assessments, development 
impact fees and, in some cases, spe-
cial taxes to support 
groundwater manage-
ment activities.

Most of the options, 
Beck explained, are 
designed to recover 
the costs associated 
with groundwater 
management rather 
than generate rev-
enue.

“!ese aren’t de-
signed to be punitive,” 
Beck said. “!ey’re 
cost recovery.”

Mitchell urged the district to “stop 
being scared of” and make greater use 
of the California Department of Water 
Resources, which o#ers technical as-
sistance, facilitation services and grant 
programs for groundwater agencies.

“Two members assigned to our GSA 
from Southern California came here a 
few years ago, willing to walk us through 
the process, help us,” Mitchell said. “But 
when they came, we kind of told them 
we don’t need you.”

Many state grant programs are geared 

toward the development and imple-
mentation of Groundwater Sustain-
ability Plans, which are required for 
medium- and high-priority basins. Al-
though Tri-Valley remains classi"ed as 
a low-priority basin, many believe that 
could eventually change if groundwater 

declines continue.
For some at-

tendees, the appeal 
of a Groundwater 
Sustainability Plan 
is less about regula-
tory classi"cation and 
more about having a 
framework to address 
what they see as a 
growing problem.

“If groundwater 
does continue to drop 
at the rate they predict 
over the next 30 years, 

the aquifer is exhausted economically,” 
one person said. “What will Mono 
County do with this area? And what will 
the people do?”

In the meantime, Beck said the dis-
trict could potentially seek "nancial as-
sistance from Mono County for studies 
or consultant work needed to evaluate 
future management options. He pointed 
to the county’s previous support for 
district operations, including funding a 
special election.

“If the board "nds itself in the posi-

tion of needing to raise a fee to provide 
a service,” Beck said, “I’d stand with our 
board because I think that’s reasonable.”

!e discussion brie$y turned to taxes, 
one of the least likely -- but technically 
available – funding mechanisms. Any 
special tax would require approval from 
two-thirds of voters and would need to 
be tied to a speci"c purpose, such as 
groundwater monitoring, infrastructure 
improvements or sustainability plan-
ning.

!at prompted a question from the 
audience about whether a countywide 
tax could be used to help protect Fish 
Slough, the rare wetland west of Chalf-
ant that has long been at the center of 
local groundwater concerns.

“If there’s something that could be 
done to improve the situation of Fish 
Slough, which is a national resource, 
could we tax the whole county?” one 
audience member asked. 

“!e decision ultimately rests with the 
voters,” Beck said, noting that residents 
in places like Coleville and Walker 
might be reluctant to support a county-
wide tax for a project centered on a 
single, far away watershed.

Ultimately, the board took no action 
on any of the funding options outlined 
Wednesday and did not schedule future 
discussion of any speci"c proposal. !e 
district is not expected to meet again 
until the fall.



THE SHEET  |  Saturday, June 6, 2026                                    www.thesheetnews.com                                                     LOCAL NEWS/LUNCH    I    7

LUNCH
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Enjoy a fresh breakfast buffet 

with live music—plus, kids 10 

and under eat free. $40

no reservation required

LOCAL BRIEFS
Senior leadership

Mono County has appointed Chad 
Senior as its new Public Works direc-
tor, e!ective following the retirement of 
current director Paul Roten on June 5.

Senior has worked for the county 
since 2017 in several engineering roles 
and most recently served as transporta-
tion and environmental engineer. In 
that position, he oversaw transportation 
programs, solid waste operations, capi-
tal planning and grant administration.

“Chad isn't just a long-time employee; 
he is someone who deeply understands 
the unique infrastructure and commu-
nity needs of a rural mountain region 
like Mono County,” Mono County Board 
Chair Jennifer Kreitz said in a state-
ment.

Kreitz cited Senior's master's degree 
in environmental engineering, 25 years 
of civil engineering experience and 
leadership on county projects as rea-
sons for con"dence in his appointment.

Distressed hospital money

#e Southern Inyo Healthcare District 
(SIHD) was awarded a $400,000 grant 
through California’s Distressed Hospital 
Small Grant Program to help maintain 
healthcare services for residents of Inyo 
County, assemblyman David Tangipa 
announced Friday.

#e grant was awarded through the 
California Department of Healthcare 
Access and Information (HCAI), which 

recently distributed funding to hospitals 
facing signi"cant "nancial challenges 
and at risk of closure. SIHD was one of 
only four hospitals statewide selected 
to recieve funding through the highly 
competitive program.

Heilman, Vetter leave MLPD

Chronicling the next step in the 
Mammoth Lakes Police Department’s 
(MLPD) sta$ng crisis, Sergeant Jason 
Heilman left the department this week. 
His departure, coupled with Sergeant 
Joe Vetter’s retirement, announced 
Wednesday, means MLPD will be down 
two more o$cers. 

#e MLPD is funded for 19 sworn 
positions. With Vetter and Heilman’s 
departures, the department will have 11 
active o$cers unless it can recruit new 
employees (see ad p. 10).

#ough Heilman expressed frustra-
tions with the MLPD sta$ng shortage 
during a Mammoth Lakes Town Council 
meeting on May 6 (as printed in the May 
9 edition), he told #e Sheet his depar-
ture because his wife is relocating to 
Reno for a new job.  

Heilman plans to continue to work for 
MLPD until September. He and Vetter 
each served ten years for the MLPD. 

SOARing into careers

#e Mono County Department of 
Public Works’ Sustainable Outdoors 
& Recreation (SOAR) division has 

partnered with Cerro Coso Commu-
nity College to create a new recreation 
internship program aimed at prepar-
ing students for careers in the outdoor 
recreation industry.

#e program is designed to help build 
a local workforce capable of manag-
ing Mono County’s heavily used public 
lands and recreation areas.

Cerro Coso recently launched two 
related educational programs — Sus-
tainable Outdoors Recreation Leader-
ship (SORL) and Forestry, Climate and 
Conservation (FRCC) — at its Bishop 
and Mammoth Lakes campuses. 

#e programs combine "eld science, 
leadership training, adventure and 
public service through an experiential 
learning model.

A key component of both programs is 
hands-on work experience. 

#rough partnerships with local 
recreation agencies and land managers, 
students can earn college credit while 
gaining practical experience and profes-
sional connections.

Mono County SOAR is participating 
by hosting student interns within the di-
vision. County o$cials say the partner-
ship will help develop future candidates 
for positions within SOAR and partner 
agencies. 

For more information, contact Sus-
tainable Recreation Superintendent 
Marcella Rose at (760) 616-4953.

public sector unions. 
In Inyo County, public sector employ-

ment represents approximately half. 
Having a campaign plank where you 

point out the need to rein in salaries and 
bene"ts of county employees isn’t a win-
ner. 

Last week’s 3rd quarter budget update 
showed county employees are up more 
than 10% overall again this year, and up 
40% over four years. 

When I went to my Union “interview” 
during the campaign, the reception was 
cool. I didn’t do much to thaw it. As I told 
the assembled union reps, I’m really not 
quite sure why I’m here. You’ve done so 
well negotiating with Marcellin and the 
current board, why change horses? He’s 
your guy. 

But there is a threat to such a short-
termist, smash ’n grab philosophy - 
because if the economy goes into the 
tank and the stock market balloon gets 
punctured, then you’re staring at layo!s. 
Versus having saved for a rainy day. 

But the point is, if you tell people a tsu-
nami’s coming, no one will pay the least 
bit of attention until they’re soaking wet 
and knee deep. 

#at is the curse of being a Cassandra. 
I’ll leave you with a mean analogy - 

that’s another curse cemented into one’s 
brain courtesy of SAT tests. 

Marcellin is to Carleton as Wheel of 
Fortune is to Jeopardy. 

Nah. Let’s go one further. As Price is 
Right is to Jeopardy. 

And maybe, just maybe, this is why I 
lost. Too much of a wiseguy. 
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ADAM JAMES YBARRA

IT’S IN THE CARDS FOR JILL
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Jill Hodges won the Mike Melin Spirit Award at the Pamper Pedal bike ride from Mam-
moth to Bishop on Saturday, May 30. Proceeds from the event were donated to the 
Mammoth and Bishop NICA MTB teams, with funds directed to the girls teams.

A Summer Adventure Pass gets you season-
long unlimited access to make unforgettable 
memories at Woolly’s Adventure Summit on 
the climbing wall, zip line, bungee trampoline, 
ropes course, archery, mountain coaster, tubing, 
and more. Plus, enjoy Scenic Gondola Rides.

SUMMER ADVENTURE PASS—ONLY $399
AT WOOLLY’S ADVENTURE SUMMIT

SUMMER ADVENTURE PASSES 
ON SALE NOW—ONLY $399

!e world became slightly less chaotic 
and signi"cantly less fun when Adam 
James Ybarra took his last breath in his 
Crowley Lake home on May 16, 2026.

Adam grew up sur"ng and bodyboard-
ing in San Clemente, and relished skiing 
from a very young age. He played baseball 
and football as a youth, and still cheered 
on his favorite teams, USC Football and 
the Dodgers. His favorite movies were !e 
Goonies, Blazing Saddles, Father of the 
Bride, Nacho Libre, and A Knight’s Tale. 
He loved music from many di#erent eras 
and genres, and in all forms - in his truck, 
live in concert, or just listening to the 
many records he had at home.

You could often "nd him in his ga-
rage working on cars, both full sized and 
remote control, o# looking for mines 
throughout the breathtaking wilderness of 
the Eastern Sierra, or knee deep in a cold 
creek panning for gold. Adam relished 
traveling around Mexico, experiencing 
the culture, food and people. Adam was a 
proud member of E Clampus Vitus, Bodie 
Chapter #64, enjoying the history as well 
as the camaraderie he shared with his 
Clamper brothers.

Adam had such strong relationships 
with family and friends. He still talked to 
childhood friends and regularly reached 
out to many family members. !ose who 
knew Adam will remember his humor, 
loyalty, gregarious nature, and generosity 
which left an indelible mark on everyone 
he encountered. !ose who knew him 
best will also reminisce about his stub-
born streak and “Adamisms” such as 
“squeasel,” “Chi Chi Moco,” and “mush-

ies.” He loved Christmas, and would al-
ways bring home the biggest trees that his 
OCD wife would then have to decorate.

Adam met the love of his life Ananda 
at the Clocktower Cellar on Valentine’s 
Day 2003, and they shared laughter, tears, 
extraordinary adventures and mundane 
daily life for more than 23 years. Adam 
made good on his promise “til death do 
we part” but Ananda is still alive so she’s a 
little peeved about that.

In addition to his saint of a wife and his 
perrita Lupita, Adam is survived by his 
mother, Laurinda Rick; his siblings Allison 
(Michael) Cardenas, Carole (Sion) Dettra, 
Je#rey (Kristin) Rick; and many aunts, 
uncles and cousins, but he had an espe-
cially close relationship with his uncle 
Ron, aunt Mea, and cousin Joseph Ybarra. 
He was predeceased by his father Manuel 

Ybarra Jr., stepfather James Rick; grand-
parents Manuel Sr. and Rosaura Ybarra, 
and Art and Afton Brown, as well as his 
three dogs, Nani, Oscar, and Chancho.

May Adam’s memory bring a smile to 

those who knew him and inspire everyone 
to cherish every single day as well as to 
start taking care of their health - none of 
you are getting any younger.
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An alkali !y emerges from its pupal stage through its head.

Saturday, August 15 
Doors Open at 3PM • 21+

Mingle with celebrity chefs 
Bryan and Michael Voltaggio and 
experience an evening of culinary 
magic. Enjoy an Italian tasting-style 
menu complemented by wine.

MAMMOTHMOUNTAIN.COM/EVENTS
EVENTS SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Vulcania Tasti ng 
Experience

Enhance your evening with a discounted 
Wine Walk ticket at checkout.$159

Early Bird Tickets

Scan the QR code 
or go online to 
lock in the lowest 
price today. Prices 
go up July 1.

PER PERSON 
+ Tax. Includes Gratuity

We have a solutions for you.

and more!

• Business Insurance
• Fairplan Policies
• Senior Insurance

• AARP
• Covered California
• Medicare

Got Fire Insurance?

Eric Olson- Broker/Owner, Lic# 0783148
Alicia Olson- Broker/Owner, Lic# 0i19200
info@mammothinsurance.com, 625 Old Mammoth Rd, Suite 204

760-934-2200 • MammothInsurance.com

MAMMOTH INSURANCE  
offers fire coverage for condominiums, 
secondary homes, short-term rentals, and 
commercial properties.

MINDBLOWING BUGS
By Fisher

If you’ve been to Mono Lake in the 
summer, you’ve seen swarms of al-
kali !ies. Maybe you stepped toward 

them and watched them scatter into 
shifting clouds, or maybe you noticed 
them lined up along the shore in dense 
black bands.

Either way, you haven’t seen them the 
way Steve Root has. Root is a researcher 
of alkali !ies for the Mono Lake Com-
mittee, and on Tuesday night at the Sier-
ra Nevada Aquatic Research Laboratory, 
he shared surprising facts (and some 
uncomfortably close-up photographs, 
see below) of these tiny insects.

Beyond their small size and stagger-
ing numbers, alkali !ies are an indica-
tor species for Mono Lake’s ecosystem 

and are uniquely adapted to its extreme 
conditions.

It’s not an easy place to live. In in-
creasingly saline waters, alkali !ies are 
among the few organisms that can sur-
vive in the terminal basin of Mono Lake.

To understand why, you have to look 
at their life cycle. On average, adult !ies 
live only about twelve days.

Before that, they spend two days as 
eggs, about three weeks as larvae (across 
three stages), and roughly two weeks as 
pupae before emerging as adults.

"ey spend most of their two- to 
three-month life cycle in the lake’s 
dense, alkaline waters. "at survival 
depends on two key adaptations.

First, they have a built-in #ltration 

system. An organ called the Malpighian 
tubules, also described as a “lime gland, 
”#lters excess calcium carbonate and 
salt. "e compound is stored in the 
body and later excreted when pupating, 
contributing in small amounts to the 
formation of Mono Lake’s famous tufa 
towers.

Second, they are e$ectively water-
proof. As larvae, they are protected by 
a waxy cuticle that prevents water from 
penetrating their bodies. As adults, they 
trap a thin layer of air around them-
selves, known as a plastron, allowing 
them to walk underwater while remain-
ing completely dry.

“It never gets wet,” Root explained. 
“Water never touches the body of an 
adult alkali !y.”

If that isn’t remarkable enough, there’s 
one more adaptation. And it’s pretty, 
well, mindblowing.

Look closely at an alkali !y and you’ll 
notice a crack running across its head. 
"e feature is no accident.

Alkali !ies belong to a group of insects 
known as Schizophora. During emer-
gence from the pupal stage, they tempo-
rarily in!ate a balloon-like structure in 
their heads using insect blood pressure. 
"e structure pushes open the pupal 
cap, allowing the !y to escape. Once 
the insect emerges, the balloon retracts, 
leaving behind a visible scar.

But alkali !ies are more than just bio-
logical curiosities. "ey sit near the base 
of Mono Lake’s food web, making them 
essential to the entire ecosystem.

"e !ies are one of the lake’s domi-

nant invertebrates and serve as a critical 
food source for migratory and nest-
ing birds, which consume them by the 
thousands.

"ey have also long been an impor-
tant food source for the Kootzaduka’a 
people, who traditionally harvest and 
eat the !ies’ pupae; a practice that con-
tinues today.

Because so many species depend on 
alkali !ies, changes to their population 
can ripple throughout the ecosystem.

And !y abundance is closely tied to 
lake salinity. Research has shown that 
as salinity increases, alkali !ies become 
smaller and less abundant.

Higher lake levels dilute the lake’s salt 
concentration, creating better condi-
tions for the !ies and the many species 
that depend on them.

For those working to restore Mono 
Lake, that makes alkali !ies yet another 
reason why higher lake levels matter.

"e !ies never get wet.
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calendar of events
BARS & MUSIC
Happy Hour/
!e Liberty Sports Bar and Grill 
Pursuit of Happiness Hour Daily 3-6 
p.m. Live Music. Best viewing spot in 
town for live sports, other than across 
the parking lot @ Main Street Pizza 
and Tap. More Liberty info, see ad p. 8
Outlaw Saloon Happy Hour Monday 
through Friday from 4-6 p.m. More 
info: See ad p. 15
!e Mogul happy hour 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
in the bar. Food and drink specials. 
Main St. Pizza - See ad this page.
Distant Brewing happy hour Monday-
!ursday from 3-5 p.m. $1/o" beer/
wine/cider/seltzer/kombucha
Bar Sierra happy hour from 4-5:30 
p.m. !ursday through Monday. 
Minaret Club happy hour daily 
‘til 6:30 p.m. Weekend wine bottle 
specials. 
Whitebark @ !e Westin. Half-o" 
lounge menu and drinks daily from 
4-6 p.m. and 9-close. See ad p. 2

Friday, June 5/
Bishop Country Club’s Friday 
evening patio party features live 
music by Bob Snow. Starts ~5 p.m. 
You, Me and the Whales (featuring 
Zac and Devin Burgenbauch) and 
Cassie Dunn Trio will be performing 
at Mill Creek Station. Time: 7 
p.m. Tickets are $15 in advance at 
millcreekpresent.com or $20 at the 
door.

June 6-7/
Eastern Sierra Pride Festival @ 
Canyon Lodge in Mammoth.

Monday, June 8/
Open mic night @ Distant Brewing. 
Time: 6-9 p.m. 

Wednesday, June 10/
Locals’ night means live music @ 
the Mountain Rambler Brewery in 
Bishop. Starts 6 p.m.  

m a m m o t h

GEAR
EXCHANGE

106 S. Main St., Bishop (760) 873-4300

TOWN STUFF

Saturday, June 6/
Celebrate National Trails Day 
in Mammoth by meeting up with 
the Trail System team at Sherwin 
Meadows trailhead at 9 a.m. 
Celebrate National Trails Day with 
Friends of the Inyo at Robinson Creek 
Trail near Bridgeport. Meet 9 a.m. 
at Horsecreek Falls Trailhead near 
Annette’s Mono Village 
Mammoth Kidapalooza hosted by 
Mono County’s O#ce of Education. 
Time: 10 a.m. ‘til 2 p.m. Location: 
Mammoth Creek Park. Booths, 
activities, et. al. 
Byng Hunt Celebration of Life. 
Location: Shady Rest Park in 
Mammoth. Time: 1 p.m.

Sunday, June 7/
Family Fun Fest at Bishop City Park. 
Time: 2-4 p.m. Free family activities 
and fun. !is event has been organized 
by your local Bishop Churches.

June 7-13/
CHSRA State Rodeo Finals week @ 
the Fairgrounds in Bishop. 

Monday, June 8/
Virtual Wild Horse Management 
meeting for Montgomery Pass. 
Time: 3:30-4:30 p.m. 
Microsoft Teams link:  
Call-in: +1 323-886-7051  
Phone Conference ID: 587 943 366# 
Meeting ID: 261 092 777 717 410 
Submit comments in writing via email 
by June 8 at 4:30 p.m. PST: sm.fs.
inyowh_b@usda.gov
Bishop City Council meets 6 p.m. in 
the Council Chambers (377 W Line St) 
or online via cityofbishop.ca.gov

Tuesday, June 9/
Mono Supervisors meet 9 a.m. in 
Bridgeport or online at monocounty.
ca.gov.
Inyo Supervisors meet in Board 
Chambers at 224 N. Edwards in 
Independence. Time: 10 a.m. Or attend 
online via inyocounty.us. 

Wednesday, June 10/
Mammoth Lakes Planning and 
Economic Development Commission 
meets. Time: 9 a.m. Location: Suite Z, 
Minaret Mall. 
Mammoth Lakes Police Department 
hosts an MLPD/MCSO Explorer 
POST 7880 Open House for interested 
youth and their families Time: 5-8 pm., 
Location: MLPD @ 58 !ompson Way. 

TOWN STUFF

TOWN STUFF
Thursday, June 11/
Farm to Table Market @ the 
Methodist Church (205 N. Fowler) in 
Bishop. Time: 4-7 p.m. Live music, 
demos, workshops, more.
Sierra Summer Nights, an event 
series with live music, a vendor 
marketplace and more begins. 
Location: Mammoth Creek Park. Time: 
4-8 p.m. More info, see ad p.7.
Inyo County Public Health’s LIFE 
Night. Time: 5 to 6:30 p.m. Location: 
1360 N. Main St. in Bishop.

Friday, June 12/
Birds & Bristlecones nature walk with 
Sierra Forever. Time: 9 a.m. Location: 
Schulman Visitor Center.

Saturday, June 13/
Free Public Inclusion Workshop 
with Disability Advocate Kat Landau, 
hosted by Access Mammoth. Time: 
1:15 - 4:15 p.m. Location: Mammoth 
Community Center.
Sam Walker Celebration of Life. Time: 
2 p.m. Location: Burgers Restaurant in 
Mammoth.
Meet the Author - Robert B. Marks, 
author of Deep in Time in the Mono 
Lake Basin. Location: Mammoth Lakes 
Visitor Center. Time: 12- 4 p.m. See 
last week’s issue, p. 8 for book details.
Cut Paper Workshop led by artist 
Bobbie Ann Howell. Ages 12+.
Location: Corn Creek Visitor 
Center. Time: 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. Email 
bobbieann_howell@hotmail.com to 
register.
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               NO CLASS-IFIEDS 

Elevate Your Career At Mammoth Hos-
pital! We have an immediate need for the 
following positions:

· Preschool/Associate Teacher
· Maintenance Technician
· Housekeeper
· Environmenmtal Services Tech
· Registered Nurse - Pediatrics

Mammoth Hospital o!ers; success shar-
ing incentives program; sta! development 
program; generous retirement match and 
PTO Accrual.

For questions, please email hr@mam-
moth. To view more positions and apply, 
pls.visit www.mammothhospital.org/jobs

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Reservations Desk Clerk immedi-
ate opening at the Double Eagle Resort 
and Spa in June Lake, CA (20 min from 
Mammoth).  Must have excellent customer 
service and computer skills.  Full or part 
time, health bene"ts, "tness membership 
and PTO.  Great place to work! Email Lodg-
ing@doubleeagle.com 

Creekside Spa and Fitness Desk at the 
Double Eagle Resort and Spa, immedi-
ate opening for enthusiast team member.  
Help in creating a wonderful experience 
for our spa and "tness center guests. Cus-
tomer service, computer, cleaning, food 
service.  Full or part time, health bene"ts, 
"tness membership and PTO.  Great place 
to work!  Email Lodging@doubleeagle.com

Help Wanted

Sweetwater Plumbing Inc. FT position 
for Journeyman Plumber and/or Appren-
tice Plumber. Full Bene"ts. Job is located 
in Mammoth Lakes. Contact 760-914-1266 
info@sweetwaterplumbing.com

Help Wanted
Restaurant Server for Eagles Landing 

Restaurant at the popular Double Eagle 
Resort and Spa in June Lake CA.  Experi-
ence in restaurant service, computers and 
working as team member are essential.  
Full and part time available, health ben-
e"ts, "tness membership and PTO.  Great 
place to work. Email Lodging@doubleea-
gle.com

Restaurant Bartender for Eagle’s Land-
ing Restaurant at the popular Double 
Eagle Resort and Spa. Experience in restau-
rant bartending, computers and working 
as a team member are essential. FT and 
PT work available. Health bene"ts, "tness 
membership, PTO. Great place to work. 
Email Lodging@doubleeagle.com

Cooks and Prep Cooks jobs available at 
the famous Eagles Landing Restaurant in 
June Lake.  We o!er health bene"ts, "tness 
membership and PTO. A great place to 
work! Email lodging@doubleeagle.com

Shilo Inn is accepting applications for FT 
housekeepers, FT maintenance worker and 
Front desk/night auditor. Immediate Front 
Desk opportunity starting at $18/hour. 
Please call Human Resources (Sarina Quin-
tero) at 925.813.2331 or email your resume to 
squintero@marquishotelsgroup.com. 

Footloose Sports is hiring an expe-
rienced Bike Mechanic for the summer 
season!

We’re looking for a highly skilled, hands-
on bike mechanic with strong knowledge of 
bike builds, maintenance, and components. 
#e ideal candidate is con"dent working 
independently, e$cient in a fast-paced 
environment, and committed to delivering 
top-quality service.

If you’re passionate about biking, detail-
oriented, and thrive in a team setting, this 
is a great opportunity to spend the summer 
with one of Mammoth’s most well-known 
shops.

Please submit your current resume to 
footloose@footloosesports.com, stop by 
the shop, or "ll out an application on our 
website.

Financial Admin. Assistant. Immedi-
ate opening at Orion Capital in Mammoth 
Lakes. Weekdays 9am-5pm. Must have ex-
cellent customer service and organizational 
skills. Strong computer skills preferred. 
Email resumes to: 

laura@orioncapital.investments.

Hilton Creek Community Services Dis-
trict in Crowley Lake is seeking a Full-Time 
Wastewater Treatment Plan Operator II.  
Hourly Range:  $33.43 to $40.64 with ben-
e"ts.  For more information visit  https://
www.hiltoncreekcsd.com/employment  or 
email info@hiltoncreekcsd.com

“Full-time hourly position: Assistant Con-
do Manager - Mammoth Lakes. Includes 
free housing and utilities. #is role involves 
assisting with daily operations. 

Candidates must be at least 21 years old, 
possess a clean, valid driver’s license, and be 
willing to work outdoors year-round. 

Interested? Please call 970-914-1776 be-
tween 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM.”

This is Cali! 
She’s a sweetheart who enjoys her 
walks and meeting people. Enthusiastic 
explorer, well-mannered, patiently 
waiting for a home to enrich. 

Please give her a chance, and you can 
meet others like her in search of their 
forever home – at the Inyo County  
Animal Shelter, located at  
1001 County Road in Big Pine. 
For more information, 
call (760) 938-2715. 
To see more dogs available  
for adoption, visit  
www.easternsierradogrescue.com WOOF!

MAKE A DIFFERENCE, BECOME A VOLUNTEER TODAY!

Save a life.
Adopt a shelter dog. MAKE A DIFFERENCE BECOME A VOLUNREER TODAY!MAKE A DIFFERENCE BECOME A VOLUNREER TODAY!

For more information, to subscribe to job 
alerts, and to apply:

(760) 965-3604
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov

TEMPORARY & PART-TIME
 Seasonal Positions
$19.63 – $31.82 hourly 

FULL-TIME
Competitive benefits for all full-time positions.

Police Officer - Lateral
$108,871 – $158,950 annually

Police Sergeant
$128,827 – $190,679 annually

Permit Technician I
$52,351 – $73,664 annually

JOB OPENINGS
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Notice of Public Hearing Notice of Election

  PUBLIC NOTICES 

Notice of Public Hearing
Notice is hereby given pursuant to Government Code 
Sections 66016 and  66018 that at the regular meeting of 
the Mono County Board of Supervisors to be held at the 
Mono County Civic Center Mono Lake room on June 16, 
2026, at 9:00 AM or as soon thereafter as the matter may 
be heard, the Board of Supervisors will conduct a public 
hearing at which oral and written presentations may be 
made, regarding a proposed resolution imposing new 
or changed fees for speci!c permits or other services 
provided by the following County Departments: County 
Administration, Community Development, Environ-
mental Health, Public Works, and Sheri". 

Public data indicating the cost or the estimated costs 
required to provide the services for which the proposed 
fees are to be levied and the revenue sources antici-
pated to provide the services, including General Fund 
revenues, are available for inspection during business 
hours in the o#ces of the Director of Finance, located 
in Courthouse Annex II at 25 Bryant Street, California. 
$e description of the services and the proposed new 
or changed fees can be viewed online at https://mono-
county.ca.gov/auditor/page/auditor-controller-fees 
or at the Mono County Annex II at 25 Bryant Street, 
California.

TS #2026-0065

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE MAMMOTH LAKES RECREATION BOARD will 
hold a PUBLIC HEARING on Monday, June 8, 2026, beginning at 3:00 p.m. and continuing 
until !nished, at the Mammoth Lakes Town Council Chamber, Suite Z within the Minaret 

Village Shopping Center, 437 Old Mammoth Road to consider the following:

Allocation of Measure U Funding Recommendations for Fiscal Year 2026/27

(Per Municipal Code: Section 3.44.210: $e tourism and recreation commission, or such 
other commission or committee as is hereafter designated by the town council, shall an-
nually conduct at least one public hearing where it takes public testimony as to how tax 

revenues collected under the Mammoth Lakes Mobility, Recreation, and Arts and Culture 
Utility Users Tax Ordinance (Measure U) should be expended.)

All persons having an interest in the proposed resolution request may appear before $e 
Mammoth Lakes Recreation Board either in person or represented by counsel and present 

testimony or may, prior to said hearing, !le with Mammoth Lakes Recreation written 
correspondence pertaining thereto.   

Pursuant to Government Code Section 65009(b), if this matter is subsequently challenged 
in court, the challenge may be limited to only those issues raised at the public hearing 

described in this notice or in written correspondence delivered to Mammoth Lakes Rec-
reation at, or prior to, the public hearing.  For additional information, please contact Kim 

Anaclerio, Executive Director by telephone at (760) 660-4948 or email at 
kim@mammothlakesrecreation.org. 

PUBLIC HEARING ZOOM INFORMATION
Join from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone or Android device: https://monocounty.zoom.

us/s/95249139779
Or join by phone: Dial (for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location): 
US: +1 669 900 6833  or +1 346 248 7799  or +1 253 215 8782  or +1 312 626 6799  or +1 646 

876 9923  or +1 301 715 8592
Webinar ID: 952 4913 9779 Callers: To Raise your hand Press *9, to Unmute/Mute Press *6

International numbers available: https://monocounty.zoom.us/u/abpQMqQPY
Public comments can also be given through Zoom by logging in and raising your hand.

BY ORDER OF THE MAMMOTH LAKES RECREATION BOARD
Dated: May 18, 2026   
Kim Anaclerio, Executive Director
TS #2026-0060

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Southern Mono 
Healthcare District (SMHD) will have two Board of 
Director seats open for election on November 3, 2026. 
In order to serve on the Board, you must be a registered 
voter, be over 18 years of age, and must have a primary 
domicile within the boundaries of the Southern Mono 
Healthcare District. $e term expires November 30, 
2030.

If you are interested, please contact Queenie Barnard, 
Mono County Clerk-Recorder-Registrar O#ce at 
760.932.5530, PO Box 237, Bridgeport, CA 93517 or 
clerkrecorder@mono.ca.gov to request a Declaration of 
Candidacy form.

Forms will be available on the 113th day prior to the 
general election (July 13, 2026), and must be !led by 
5:00 p.m. on the 88th day prior to the general election 
(August 7, 2026) in the o#ce of the county elections 
o#cial [EC §10510 (a)]. If a Declaration of Candidacy 
for an incumbent elective o#cer of a district is not !led 
by 5:00 p.m. on the 88th day before the general district 
election, any person other than the person who was the 
incumbent on the 88th day shall have until 5:00 p.m. on 
the 83rd day before the election (August 12, 2026) to !le 
a Declaration of Candidacy for the elective o#ce [EC 
§10516(a)].

With some exceptions, SMHD Board meetings are 
held the third $ursday of each month at 8:00 a.m. at 
Mammoth Hospital, Conference Rooms A & B and on 
Microsoft Teams.

TS #2026-0064

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Wednesday, June 10, 2026, beginning at 9:00 a.m. and 
continuing until !nished, at the Town Council Chambers, Suite Z within the Minaret Vil-
lage Shopping Center, 437 Old Mammoth Road the Mammoth Lakes Planning & Economic 
Development Commission will hear an application request for the following:

Application Request: $e “Woodsite” project application consists of Tentative Tract Map 
(TTM) 25-002, Use Permit (UPA) 25-001, and Design Review (DR) 25-004. $e project pro-
poses 67 new residential units to be subdivided as a Planned Unit Development (PUD) on 
an approximately 7.27-acre site within the Specialty Lodging (SL) zone of the North Village 
Speci!c Plan (NVSP). $e unit mix includes 26 duplexes, 4 triplexes, and 3 single-family 
residences, with all buildings designed as three-story structures featuring private garages. 
$e project’s proposed density of 255 rooms, equivalent to 35 rooms per acre, is below the 
allowable density of 48 rooms per acre or 349 rooms total for the site.

CEQA Determination: Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
Guidelines, an Addendum to the previously certi!ed 1999 Subsequent Program Environ-
mental Impact Report (SPEIR) (State Clearinghouse No. 99-092082) has been prepared for 
the proposed “Woodsite” project. $e Addendum concludes that the project would not 
result in any new signi!cant environmental e"ects or substantially increase the severity of 
previously identi!ed signi!cant e"ects.

Location: 5699 and 5781 Minaret Road (APNs: 033-100-039-000 and 033-100-037-000)

Zoning: North Village Speci!c Plan (NVSP) – Specialty Lodging (SL)

Proponent: Mark Rafeh (Applicant) / Crestwood Mammoth, LLC (Property Owner)
Project Information page: https://www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov/1390/$e-Wood-
site-Project

All persons having an interest in the proposed application request may appear before 
the Planning & Economic Development Commission either in person or represented by 
counsel and present testimony or may, prior to said hearing, !le with the Executive Sec-
retary written correspondence pertaining thereto. Pursuant to Government Code Section 
65009(b), if this matter is subsequently challenged in court, the challenge may be limited 
to only those issues raised at the public hearing described in this notice or in written cor-
respondence delivered to the Town of Mammoth Lakes at, or prior to, the public hearing. 
For additional information, or to obtain a copy of the sta" report which will be published 
no later than Friday, June 5, 2026, contact Kimberly Cooke, Senior Planner, at (760) 965-
3638 or email: kcooke@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov.

Mammoth Lakes Planning & Economic Development Commission
PO Box 1609
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546
TS #2026-0066

Notice of Public Hearing
Mono County Behavioral Health is seeking pub-
lic comment for its Behavioral Health Services Act 
FY 26-29 Integrated Plan. 

Interested parties may access the plan at mono-
county.ca.gov/behavioral-health/BHSA, send 
comments via email to MCBHQA@mono.ca.gov, 
and/or attend a public hearing on June 8, 2026 at 
3 pm at 1290 Tavern Rd Mammoth Lakes, Dana 
Room or via Zoom: https://monocounty.zoom.
us/j/89324302929; Call in: +1 669 900 6833; Webi-
nar ID: 893 2430 2929.

TS #2026-0056
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING - HILTON CREEK 
COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT. 

NOTICE is hereby given that a Public Hearing is 
set for Tuesday, June 16, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. at the 
Crowley Lake Community Center, 58 Pearson 
Road, Crowley Lake, California, regarding the 
Delinquent Accounts Report for Sewer Use Fees, 
and Juniper Drive Road Maintenance Fees. A 
copy of said report is included in this Notice (see 
Exhibit A at right) and available on our website at 
hiltoncreekcsd.com

At said public hearing, the Board of Directors 
will hear and consider all objections and protests 
to said written report. If the Board of Directors 
adopts said report, or revises, changes, reduces, 
or modi!es any change thereon, the delinquent 
charges, together with penalties and interest 
thereon, as stated in the adopted report, shall 
constitute a lien against the respective parcels of 
real property described in the adopted report, and 
shall be included by the County tax collector bills 
for taxes levied against the respective parcels of 
real property and be collected in the same man-
ner, at the same time, and by the same person as 
taxes for the Hilton Creek Community Services 
District.

$e Secretary of the Board of Directors is directed 
to publish this Notice in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the boundaries of the District. 
Such publication shall be for not less than once 
a week for two weeks prior to the date set for the 
hearing. $is Notice of Public Hearing shall be 
sent to each person listed on the Report.

HILTON CREEK COMMUNITY SERVICES DIST.
By: Lorinda Beatty, Secretary of the Board
TS #2026-0073



Notice of Vacancies

Notice of Public Hearing Notice of Public Hearing
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Public Hearing is set 
for Tuesday, JUNE 16, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. at the Crowley 
Lake Community Center, 58 Pearson Road, Crowley 
Lake, California, regarding the Standby Fees Report for 
Sewer Standby Fees. A copy of said report is included 
at right in this Notice as “Exhibit A”

At said public hearing, the Board of Directors will hear 
and consider all objections and protests to said written 
report. If the Board of Directors adopts said report, 
or revises, changes, reduces, or modi!es any change 
thereon, the Standby Fees, as stated in the adopted 
report, shall constitute a lien against the respective 
parcels of real property described in the adopted report, 
and shall be included by the County tax collector bills 
for taxes levied against the respective parcels of real 
property and be collected in the same manner, at the 
same time, and by the same person as taxes for the 
Hilton Creek Community Services District.

"e Secretary of the Board of Directors is directed to 
publish this Notice in a newspaper of general circula-
tion within the boundaries of the District. Such pub-
lication shall be for not less than once a week for two 
weeks prior to the date set for the hearing. "is Notice 
of Public Hearing shall be sent to each person listed on 
the Report.

HILTON CREEK COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT
By: Lorinda Beatty, Secretary of the Board
TS #2026-0067

SUPERIOR COURT
OF CALIFORNIA

COUNTY OF MONO

IMPROVE YOUR GOVERNMENT
APPLY FOR THE 2026-2027 CIVIL GRAND JURY

“Join VT in TBGFHVBSEinH KVTUiDF BnE BDDoVnUBCiMiUZ� ZoVS WoiDF 
NBUUFST in TIBQinH oVS DoNNVniUZhT GVUVSF��

- %S��$ISJT�$PNGPSU, 20�� -20�� Mono County $JWJM�Grand Jury Member��
����������.POP�$PVOUZ�$JWJM�(SBOE�'PSFQFSTPO

Mono County needs your participation.
http://www.mono.courts.ca.gov/generalinfo/jury-grandjury.htm

Email Mono County Civil Grand Jury at GJ@mono.courts.ca.gov 
for more information

The 11 open seats will be filled as applications are accepted. 
Submit your application today.3228 MAIN STREET

Notice of Public Hearing
Notice is hereby given that a Public Hearing for the 
Mono County O#ce of Education’s 2026-27 Local 
Control Accountability Plan (LCAP) and Budget will 
be held at 4:30 PM on "ursday, June 18, 2026, at the 
MCOE-South o#ce, 451 Sierra Park Road, Mammoth 
Lakes, CA. 

"e proposed LCAP and Budget can be viewed starting 
on Monday, June 15th during open hours at the MCOE-
South o#ce, 451 Sierra Park Road, Mammoth Lakes 
and online under the “Current Agenda” tab at www.
monocoe.org/. 

Members of the public may attend the meeting to 
make a comment, or may submit written comments 
to MCOE, 451 Sierra Park Rd, Mammoth Lakes or via 
email to board@monocoe.org or to PO Box 130, Mam-
moth Lakes CA 93546 for delivery prior to June 18th. 
"e governing board is scheduled to take action to 
approve the proposed LCAP and Budget at the regularly 
scheduled meeting on "ursday, June 25, 2026, at 10:00 
AM at MCOE-S, 451 Sierra Park Rd, Mammoth Lakes.

TS #2026-0068

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE MAMMOTH 
LAKES TOWN COUNCIL will hold a PUBLIC HEARING 
on Wednesday, June 17, 2026 at 4:00 p.m. at the Mam-
moth Lakes Town Council Chamber, Minaret Village 
Shopping Center, Suite Z, to consider the following:

Update the Schedule of Fees and Charges for Town 
Services, including fees for building, public works, and 
planning permits and services, public safety processing 
and services, recreation programs and services, and 
administrative products and services. 

All persons having an interest in the proposed public 
hearing may appear before the Town Council either in 
person or represented by counsel and present testimo-
ny or may, prior to said hearing, !le with the Town Clerk 
written correspondence pertaining thereto. Pursuant 
to Government Code Section 65009(b), if this matter is 
subsequently challenged in court, the challenge may be 
limited to only those issues raised at the public hearing 
described in this notice or in written correspondence 
delivered to the Town of Mammoth Lakes at, or prior to, 
the public hearing.  For additional information, please 
contact Town Manager Rob Patterson by telephone at 
(760) 965-3601 or email at rpatterson@townofmam-
mothlakes.ca.gov.   

BY ORDER OF MAMMOTH LAKES TOWN COUNCIL
Dated:  May 29, 2026    
Jamie Gray, Town Clerk
TS #2026-0069

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE MAMMOTH 
LAKES TOWN COUNCIL will hold a PUBLIC HEAR-
ING on Wednesday, June 17, 2026 at 4:00 p.m. at the 
Mammoth Lakes Town Council Chamber, Minaret 
Village Shopping Center, Suite Z, to consider the fol-
lowing:

Adoption of Fiscal Year 2026-27 Budget 

All persons having an interest in the proposed public 
hearing may appear before the Town Council either 
in person or represented by counsel and present 
testimony or may, prior to said hearing, !le with the 
Town Clerk written correspondence pertaining thereto. 
Pursuant to Government Code Section 65009(b), if 
this matter is subsequently challenged in court, the 
challenge may be limited to only those issues raised at 
the public hearing described in this notice or in written 
correspondence delivered to the Town of Mammoth 
Lakes at, or prior to, the public hearing.  For additional 
information, please contact Town Manager Rob 
Patterson by telephone at (760) 965-3601 or email at 
rpatterson@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov.   

BY ORDER OF MAMMOTH LAKES TOWN COUNCIL
Dated:  May 29, 2026    
Jamie Gray, Town Clerk
TS #2026-0079

Notice of Public Hearing

NOTICE OF VACANCIES - PLANNING AND ECO-
NOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION AND PARKS 
AND RECREATION COMMISSION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that two terms of o#ce 
on the Planning and Economic Development Com-
mission and two terms of o#ce on the Parks and 
Recreation Commission will become vacant. "e 
terms of appointment are for four years and will expire 
on July 31, 2030.
"e Planning and Economic Development Com-
mission meetings are scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on the 
second Wednesday of each month. "e Parks and 
Recreation Commission meetings are scheduled for 
the !rst Tuesday of every other month at 2:30 p.m.
Interested parties should !le an application with the 
Town Clerk on or before Monday, June 22, 2026 at 5:00 
p.m. Application forms (“Application for Public Ser-
vice Appointment”) may be obtained from the Town’s 
website, www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov; Town 
Clerk at the Town O#ces, 437 Old Mammoth Road, 
Suite 230; by emailing jgray@townofmammothlakes.
ca.gov or by phoning 760-965-3602. 

Dated: May 29, 2026
Jamie Gray, Town Clerk
TS #2026-0071

SENIOR CITIZEN PARCEL TAX EXEMPTION
MAMMOTH UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

How to apply:
1. Call to set up an appointment at the MUSD Dis-

trict O#ce located at 461 Sierra Park Road.
2. Please bring with you an ID that veri!es your age 

and local address, with a copy of your current property 
tax bill.

3. You must be 65 on or before June 30, 2026, and 
your primary residence must be within the boundaries 
of the Mammoth Uni!ed School District.

4. Applications must be received no later than June 
30, 2026.

5. If you already have an application on !le, please 
call or email the District at the number below to verify 
that you still own and live in the property.
                 

Questions? Please call MUSD at (760) 934-6802 ext. 
5110/Email: coneill@mammothusd.org

TS #2026-0072

Notice of Parcel Tax Exemption
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!e Sheet caught up with MHS Seniors a"er their Senior Walk on Wednesday a"ernoon ...  

From le": Lyra Manning, Univ. of Hawai’i, Marine Biology; Addison Koenig, Cal Poly San 
Luis Obispo, Civil Engineering; Eleanor Brode, Cal State San Marcos, Criminal Justice; 
Sophia Ge#re, Univ. of Minnesota, Biology; Isla Bruland, Univ. of Utah, Business

MHS CLASS OF ‘26

Front row, from le": River Wilcox-Reedy, Cerro Coso, Art History; Gael Avalos Nieto, 
Cerro Coso, Veterinary; Olivia Zhang, Univ. of Southern California, Physics; Carla Solorio 
Alejandre, CSU-Northridge, Photography/Marketing; Marielle Adecer, San Francisco State, 
Communications & Design. 
Back row, from le": Natalie Garcia Moreno, Cerro Coso, Nursing; Lunna Orozco-Vasquez, 
Cerro Coso, Business; Yissel Laguna Mejia, Cerro Coso, Child Development

We continue to be the only CA licensed Pool & Spa Maintenance  
(C61/D35) contractor in Mammoth Lakes 
3310 Main St., Mammoth Lakes (760) 924-3091
mammothspacreations.com

Spa Maintenance & Repair Services
Servicing Residential / Commercial Spas & Pools
• New Sales on Hot Tubs

• Weekly / Monthly Maintenance 

• Water Balance & Chemicals 

• Equipment Inspection

• Repairs on Pumps, Heaters, Leaks,  

& More on All Hot Tub Brands

• Supply Parts, Chemicals, & Accessories 

Now Servicing Bishop & Surrounding Areas 

Bring Luxury Living  
to Your Backyard!

From le": Cristofer Hernandez Sanchez, Bakers$eld College, Construction Management; 
DJ Gray, Western Colorado University; Leonel Ramirez Elizarraras, lineman training pro-
gram; Elias Ericson, UC Irvine, Biology; Bryant Zhang, University of Utah, Business.

From le": Kayla Fierro Martinez, Orange Coast College, Kinesiology; Andrea Morales 
Contreras, UC Irvine, Biological Sciences; Esmeralda Carrillo, UC Irvine, Political Science; 
Valerie Rico Solorio, California State University, Northridge, Radiologic Sciences; Sophia 
Ayala-Galvan, San Diego Miramar College; Natalie Herrera, plans to play soccer in college.
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From le!: Eren Garcia-Perez, work; Jose Manuel Reyes Ramirez, work; Carlos Arellano 
Conriquez, Navy or trade school; Alvieri Solorio, military; Christoper Pena, Cerro Coso/
work. 
Back row: Leo Hernandez, work/learn to drive; Adriana Garcia, Cerro Coso, Child Devel-
opment 

MHS SENIORS
continued from page 14

Other seniors not pictured: Alvieri Aguiniga Solorio, Max Clark, Brian Cuellar 
Solorio, María Elizarraraz García, Cesar Garcia, Taylor Haering, Kristofor Hall-
strom, Leonardo Hernandez Cerda, Tenaya Koegler, Kekoa Lane, Anthony Lerma 
Martinillo, Owen Nealy, Riley Nguyen, Bryan Parra Laguna, Christopher Pena, Van-
essa Quiroz Castillo, Dulce Ramirez Toledo, Hannah Reeves, April Rodriguez Rangel, 
Stephanie Saucedo, Lana Sugimura, Luanny Uribe-Rangel

3499 Main Street, Mammoth Lakes
(769) 934-4065  •  johnspizzaworks.com

Use the QR code at right to view our full menu!

Watch your favorite sports on our large-screen HD TVs!

Dine In & Take Out

LOCATED INSIDE JOHN’S PIZZA WORKS

Friendly 
Mountain 
Atmosphere

Happy Hour
Monday-Friday, 4:00-6:00pm

Open Daily Mon-Sun
11:30am -10:30pm 

From le!: Emma Anderson, Westminster College, Religious Studies and Worship Leader-
ship; Olivia Karch, University of Colorado Boulder, Biomedical Engineering; Mackenna 
Smith, California State University, Long Beach, Kinesiology; Corina Jimenez, San Diego 
State University, Music Education; Logan Leggette, San Diego State University, Film; Abi-
gail Prieto, California State University, Fullerton, Psychology and Criminal Justice; Yaritza 
Tapia, San José State University, Accounting.

From le!: Francisco Hernandez Mendez, diesel mechanic program; Cesar Raya-Cruz, 
barbering school; Emmanuel Gastelum, union welding apprenticeship; Even Hernandez, 
"re"ghting career; Jesus Vargas Vaca, California Department of Fish and Wildlife; Efren 
Calixto Sandoval, welding school; JC Morales Partida, work; Alexis Coreas Camargo, 
carpentry program.

From le!: Guillermo Cuéllar Carrillo, exploring future opportunities; Dilan Vazquez 
Sanchez (top), Cerro Coso Community College, Creative Writing; Kevin Miranda Tafoya, 
exploring future opportunities; Counselor Kevin Harrison; Luis Hernandez, plans to play 
college football.

From le!: Edward Castro, Cerro Coso Community College, EMT certi"cation and pilot 
training through the Bishop Flying Club; Rylen Nash, UC Santa Barbara, undeclared; 
Hunter Burkhart, Palomar College, diesel mechanics; Principal Dr. Guillermo Munoz.

From le!: Edna Soto Felix, #ight attendant training; Katie Laguna Solorzano, cosmetology; 
Jocelyn Barajas Ramirez, nursing; Elizabeth Esquivel Galvan, cosmetology; Alondra Solorio 
Barajas, UCLA, Biology; Heriberto Rios Garcia, UC Irvine, Psychology.



1163 Pyramid Peak Dr -  $1,395,000

The Snowcreek Property Company
5 Fairway Drive, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546
Ƙŕ60ƙ 93Œ-333Œ
i¸�¾ǇÑ¸¾é�reekÊr¾Êer×yƌ�¾m
éééƌÑ¸¾é�reekÊr¾Êer×yƌ�¾m

 CA DRE #018121405(UZ(<" D�Z�(5UƉ

 

U¸¾é�reek !airéay &¾meÑ ƋŖ51 - $ŕ5ŕ,000
 

1310 Zim�er �reek Qd - $1,ŕ99,000
  

Z e 5¾d�eÑ Ƌ1105 - $Ŗ99,000
 

�reek&¾ÜÑe Ƌ1Œ63  - $1,Œ99,999
 

CONDO
BEDS: 3
BATHS: 3.5
SQFT: 2251

CONDO
BEDS: 2
BATHS: 2
SQ FT: 1348

 

CONDO
BEDS: 3
BATHS: 2.5
SQ FT: 1696 

CONDO
BEDS: 2
BATHS: 2.5
SQ FT: 1867

Bright, single-level 2-bed, 2-bath condo in Snowcreek
Fairway Homes Phase V. Sunny with mountain views,
open layout, newer FAU and furnishings. Well-
maintained. Great retreat or investment. Sold furnished.  

Beautiful single-level residence in The Lodges featuring
warm wood floors, gourmet kitchen, and spacious great
room. Large laundry/mudroom and single-car garage
add convenience. Enjoy a peaceful deck with mountain
views and soothing water feature. A MUST SEE!

Stunning view town home in the polular CreekHouse 
community! This home boasts modern construction
complete with 2 large decks, a gourmet kitchen, open
floorplan and more!!  Move in before summer!

Y O U R

Mountain Home
I S  C A L L I N G

 Rare Mammoth Lakes gem set on the Snowcreek
Golf Course’s 3rd green with sweeping views of
Mammoth Rock and the Sherwin Mountains. 2260
Square feet featuring two levels, four bedrooms, three
baths, and easy access to year-round recreation. 

CONDO
BEDS: 4
BATHS: 3
SQFT:  2260

(< �U�QBlƉ

Mountain views and abundant natural light highlight
this beautifully appointed, spacious CreekHouse
retreat featuring soaring ceilings, wrap-around deck,
gourmet kitchen, en-suite bathrooms, two-car
garage, and proximity to amenities and bike path. 

<�lƉ

This 3-bedroom, 3.5-bath townhome in The Lodges
boasts a 2-car garage, gourmet kitchen, spacious
primary suite, two decks, AC, and MORE! This retreat
backs to open space and has great mountain views.
Sold furnished, this property is a Must See!

CONDO
BEDS: 3
BATHS: 3.5
SQFT: 2009

Z e 5¾d�eÑ Ƌ1163 - $1,395,000

U¸¾é�reek k ƋŕŒ5 - $1,ŕ90,000

(< �U�QBlƉ

(< �U�QBlƉ


